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Silver Gulls were censused irom January 1983 to March 1985 on the Capicorn and Bunker
lslands. Gulls moved between the islands, congregating at si tes where food scaaps and people were
most abundant. Such si les were permanent, as at Heron lsland. or temporary when campers and
lrsrrermen were presenl al other islands. On wtnter days up to 75% of gul ls in the area sought food
scraps al the Heron lsland resort.  In summer the number present was reduced to ess than 25% when
secluded islands were soughl lor nesting. Gu ls are an important predator at lern and booby colon es
and this p.edatior rs increas,ng as a resuk o, ruman acl v l ies.

INTRODUCTION

The prescnt century has been a time of grcat
population expansion for many species of gulls
around the world. Thc increasc is whollv or
pr r t i r t l l y  d r re  to  p rov i ' ion  o t  lood  hr  man r  u iban.
marit imc and rural activit ics (Bourne 1983.
Burger 1983, Blokpoel and Tessier 1985). The
Silvcr Gull Larus novaehollardi..re of Australia.
New Zealand and South Africa is no exception
and it has cxpanded substantially over rcccnt
decades (Wheeler and Watson 1963. Blakers,
Davies and Reilly 19t14). Breeding gulls on the
Five Islands in New South Wales, for examplc.
incrcased in number from about 2 000 in 1940 t<r
over 100 000 in 1978 (Gibson 1979). In Australia
the Silvcr Gull is most abundant in tcmperale
regions but also occurs in the tropics. Ncsting
occurs on islands on the Great Barrier Reef.
notablv those of the Capricorn and Bunker
(Jroups.

The Silver Gull population is considered ro be
unnatura l l . v  h igh  on  the  Capr icorn-Bunker  Is lands

as a result of human activit ies (Hulsman and
Kikkawa 1984). Gulls scirvenge table scraps.
gr rh rgc  and t i sh ing  o f fa l .  I  here  r r re  nu  quant i ta -
tive data on the importance of these food sources
locallv but somc cstimates from other parts of the
wor ld  suggest  lha t  gu l l s  and. \aveng ing  \ (Jb i rds
obtain as much food from commcrcial f ishins offal
as  they  oh ta in  n i r lu ra l l y  {Bourne I9R.1) .  Thc  \ ing le
most important source of food for gulls on the
Capr icorn-Bunkcr  Is lands  appea is  to  be
foodscraps and garbage at Hcron'Island.

STUDY AREA AND METHODS

The Capricorn Group consists of nine islands.
Thc Bunker Group lies to thc south and has three
islands t*'o of which (Fairfax and Hoskyn) are
double islands making a total of 14 in the region.
Ail are wooded sand or shingle ca1's and ntany
have Pisonia grandis loresl. The isiands are on
coral reeli at the southern end of the Great
Bar r ie r  Rec f  (F ig .  1 ) .
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Sihcr  C iu l l s  \ \ ' c rc  countcd  a l  l l c ron  Is la ld
serc ra l  t i rner  each mi tn th  dur ing  l9 l t . l .  ( .ounts
wcrc  t i rkcn  i lu r ing  h i th  o r  n r ic l  t i c l c  to  cnsurc  tha l
l lrc lIt-ds \\ 'efe not out fola-qiDg on the exprtscd
rcc '1 .  Most  .su l l s  occur rc r i  o r i  th i  bcach.  p r i r t i cu-
l l t l l r  a tount i  thc  ues ter r t  h l t l l  o l  the  is lanr i .  Sn I r l l
nunrbcrs  a lso  l l - cquc l t t c ( l  k i t chcn anc l  d in i lg  tuca-s
qhc lc  food \c rap \  \ \ ' e rc  a r l r i lab le .  (  ount i i rg  rv ls
. r n t l \ l i f ( . 1  l ' \  l l r (  r . , . 1  t h . . r  r r r l l .  n ! \ ( r  \ \ . r r i  i  t , ,
lhc  Io r  e \ l

( iu l l s  uc lc  c ( )un tcd  scvcr l l l  t imcs  l )c twccn
. l r tnuarv  l ( ) f i l  anc l  \ ' l r i r c i r  1985 on  a l l  i s lands  in  the
thc  rcg ion  e \ccp t  Onc Trcc  Is l lnd .  C i run ts  u 'c r -c -
madc on  thc  bcach b)  la lk in !  n r r rn t l  thc  per in l -
c tc r  ( ) l  cach  is lanc l .  L ln f r t rcs tc t l  a lcas  anc l  can tp ing
i l re l i s  \ \ ' e tc  i  so  rnspcc icd .

Da i l \ ' ( )ccuput io l t  o j  thc  i s lanc js  hv  cenpcr -s  i r r
l9SJ  \ \ l s  c l r l c r r l i r l cd  l ron t  pcrnr i t s  i ss rLcd  bv
Ouccns land Nat iona l  Pr i rks  anc l  Wi lc l l i l c  Scrv icc
l rnd  nroc l i l i cc l  b r  t ie - ld  obser ra t ions  o l  i rc tua l
c iu r lpc rs  p rcscn l .  Da i l v  a t tcnr lancc  o l  t cssc ls  a t
thc islancls ancl ussociated reefs \\ 'as delived front
t r r ' i cc  $  cck l t  o f rsc ' r r  a t ions  i r t  sur r  c i l lancc  l l i gh ts
th roughou l  l9 f i -1 .  The lo t i i l  numbers  o i  vcssc ls
rc 'cordcr l  l t  cach  rcc l  c lL r r ing  thc  \cnr  wcrc
c i i l i c l cc i  b r  the  numi )c r  o l  l l i gh ts  to  c ive  un  i i t t l i -
ca t i ! c  d i i i l \  \  a luc .

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
' Ihc  

rcsu l ts  o1  gu l l  co iLn ls  a1  I Ie ron  ls land ur r
s t roun in  F ig r r l c  l .  Nr rn rbcrs  l luc tua tcd  \ \ ' i dc l \
l l om dar  1o  r ia \  l rnd  dLr r ing  thc  r in r  as  gu l l s  u ,c rc
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obsen,cd ,1 l1 , ing  to  and i ro rn  thc  sur roun( l ing
I r l j r r r l . .  M l . \ i u t u n t  n u l t . \ 1 . r . , , . t u r r . . r l , l t r r i n i
w , i n t . r  n r t ' n r h .  \ \ h c n  u r r  l ( , , , , , ' . , , i 1 . , r a ; , .  1 , , , . * . ; ; ; -
; ) r l l l l  

ra f .  , l r ' ,n j ' c \J  I ' c i ' r \ \  l r ) t I  1 lq11 i111 r l r .  . l r r r r r ] ] . . r .
K I k k i r \ ; r  ( l ( ) - { l )  l ( l , , f t , - , 1  i .  n r , , r | | n r i r l ] , , 1  l t r r r  5 r r l l .: r l  I  l c l , , D  l \ l .  l ( l  i n  l l ) r  I ; r t ,  I , r , , r r ' .  , r D , l  . , , t r , i d . . r . . . 1
th rs  to  bc  an  inc rc l tsc  o r ' c r .  I . l r . c r ious  tcars .

H r  r . r r r  l . i r r r r . l  i .  r h ,  t . , , ; r l  n , , i l r l  I , , f  I \ , , l , u l i , t r , , n ." l  1 1 , ) t l r  p f , ) l ' l r ' : r r r , l  S i l r t . r  ( , t r l l .  i r r  r l r . : r r . . : , .  l r h r L r
an  arc l l  o l  approx in ta tc l r  l9  ha  l rnd  suppor ts  l l
rouns t  [esor t  l rn r ]  i r  L rn ivc rs i l r  he lc l  s ta t ioD.  Thc
r lcs tcn l  ha l l  i s  corc rc t l  s i t l t  i ru i l c l ings  ln r i  r .oac ls
i tnd  t t re  eas tern  ha l l  i s  i i r res tec l .  In  lgg" l  the
hL lnran  popL l la t i ( )n  i t rc ragcd i t l )ou l  190 hu t  rosc  to
rough lv  380 t t  l i n lc \ .  Lach c lav  h ro t l sc raps  l ronr
thc  Icso  a tc  duntpcc l  l r t  sc l r .  Hur r t l | cc ls -0 f  gL t l i s
; ru 'a i t  th is  e \ 'en t  ( )n  the  l )cac l t  i tn t l  lo l lo \  the
dunrprng  bo i t !  ou i  to  1ced.  ( iu l l  ch icks  bandcd on
other  ( lapr icorn  an t l  Bunkcr  Is l l rn t l s  hare  bcen
loun( i  i l t  I  I c ron  Is lanc l  u  i th in  n ton ths  o f  b r ind ing .

Ba l rc t t  (  l t )10)  lo tcd  t l ta r  S i j vc r  G iL l l s  ha t l  ncsrs
a t  Hc lon  Is land in  a )c tobcr  l9 l0  b r r l  C 'oopcr .
(19-13)  \ ' i s ; tcd  I l c ' ron  Is land in  Dcccnbcr  l i ) . l ( r
i rnd  rcpor tcd  th i t t  l i s  i l  r -cs r l l t  o i  thc  cs ta t r l i shment
o l  i l  l our is l  ccn t rc  th f  gLr l l s  anr l  g round-ncs t i I tg
1r ' rns  no  longer  b re( i  therc .  S incc  then there  hav i
bccn occ i l s lona i  fcpor ts  o l  pa i l s  o l  gLr l l s  ncs t ing
on I Ie ron  Is l i l l )d  (Whee ler  anc l  Watson l9 ( r -1 .
I l r r l sn l rn  i rnc l  K ikk i l \ \ ' l  l 9 l l -1 )  bu t  b rccr l ing  b i rc ls
lnvar ia i r lY  seck  lhc  n to re  sec ludec l  i s lands  to  nes i .
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\ i , , , f f  ,1 , ,1 . f ,1,  , )  ( ; t l l \  d l lu) t t  ! \  l t r l  t lu t i t ry  t : ] . l rI r t l lurc i



December. 1988

Nunrben o f  gu l l s  a t  thc  o ther  i s lands  are  sum-
nur izcc l  in  

' f  
ab lc  l .  Dc ta i l cd  examinat ion  o f

counts  rcve iL lcd  th rec  lac ts .  F i rs t l v .  numbers  o f
gu l l s  on  an  is lanc i  o f ten  var icd  grea t lv  over  shor t
I l n l L  r r u r i , r L l r .  S r ; ,  r r , l l r .  n r , , r , . n i c n t  , , 1  ! : t r l l .  k , , m
is lanc l  to  i s land *as  s t rong lv  in f luenc ia i  b_v  the
l r r ( \ e 1 L r ' , ' l  I \ ( ' , l \ l ( .  T l l r r r l l \ .  I h ( , q n t r n e r , l (  r : r (  i r . (
iu  gLr l l  nLr r rhers  i l t  L Ic ron  Is land co inc ide 'd  w i th
l r )  rncrc i rse  in  gu l l  numbers  on  manv o f  the  nes t -
inq  is lanc ls .  An cs t imate  fo r  thc  to ta l  avcragc  gu l l
popu la t ion  on  the  is lands  in  l9 l l . l  i s  approx i rna te ly
I 100. 

' l irtal 
nun]bcrs l luctuatc as a rcsult of

mo\en len t  to  and f ronr  the  rna in land (Hu ls rnan
1979.  a lso  band ing  lc tu rns) .  Thc  c loses t  i s land is
litt le more thrn an hour's f l ight from shore (.15
knr ) .  S i l vc r  Gu l ls  f l r 'up  to  th ree  t incs  th is  d is -
l i rncc  to  ieed on  la rbagc  c lu r rps  in  Svdnev (van' l ' c ts  

1969) .

C iu l l s  a rc  l t t r i t c ted  to  u  par t i cu la r r  i s lanc l  l i t r
fecc l ing  anc lk r r .  b rced inq .  In  thc  Capr icorn-
Bunker  rcq ion  iour  tvpcs  o f  a t t rac tan t  can  bc
dcscr ibe( l :  na tura l  non- i i v ian  fooc l  sourccs ;  av ian
ioo( i  sources :  human l i tod  sourccs :  and ncs t ing
s i tcs .

,\tt lureI tkDt-ut ittrt l l tod sourte.;

t.- it1ur lr l footl consists prirnarilv t)f smtll ir lvcrtc-
burtcs and fish foragccl fronr thc rccf f lai iLncl

T. A. Walker silvet Gr s on Great Barr er Reef

j n tc r t ida l  zonc .  As  rvc l l  thc re  i s  somc consur r r l t -
t ion  o f  insec ts  (F-mbur !  1933.  Cooper .  19 ,18 .
Hulsn'tirrr 197.1). bcrries (c g. .Solanunr
ttnericanrut) and tLLrtle hatchlings $,hcn l l lcsc are
scasona l lv  ava i lab lc .  l t  appears  tha t  i f  thc  abovc
sourccs  o f  fooc l  a rc  the  on lv  a t t r i t c t ion  o f  thc
is lanc l  thcn  thc  nuntbcr  o l  gu l l s is lo \ \ ' .  Ih is  i s  bc \ t
dcmonst r i r t cd  a t  Nor th  Reef  Is land wh ich  hac l  t l r c
l o w c s t  g u l l  v i s i t a t i o n  o i  u n v  i s l a r r d  ( l a b l c  l ) .  A t
th is  i s land.  l v ian  fooc l  sources  (seab i rc i  co lon ies)
are feu' (Walkcr ancl Dolnrn l9116): thcrc arc no
gu l l  nes t ing  s i tes  u lc l  the  lva i lab i l i t v  o l  human
t i r , ' , 1 . ( r i l l . .  r .  r r r i n , ' r  . , -  e r r J r . r r c r ' , 1  I r r  r l r t  l , ' u
hur ran  v is i la t ion  (Tab le  l ) .

Avitn Iootl sottrtes

Gul ls  a rc  thc  major  n l tu r i i l  p rcdator  o l  eggs
lun t l  ch icks  i l t  t c rn  and boobv co lon ies  in  thc
rcg ion .  I I igh  c lu tch  mor ta l i l v  iL rp  to  100 '11 , )  has
bccn obscrvcd  a t  smi i l l  t c rn  co lon ies  (Emburv
1933.  Coopcr  19 , {E .  L lu lsman 1977) .  C iu l l s  a lso
dcplivc chicks of l irocl bv robbing fish lronr thc
l r i i r ( | l t .  l l l l r l \ n l . , l t  I t ) - r ' ]  

' l  
h e s q  . r ! l l v i t i \ . s  i i l L

scason iL l  i rnd  are  r los t  cx t t :ns ivc  a1  c i i s t  Fa i r fax
Is lnnd.  u ' l r i ch  has  thc  on lv  la rgc  Brorvn  Booby
Sr t lu  lu r togLts tc r  co lonv  in  the  reg ion .  Brown
Boob ics  b rccd  mr in lv  f rom August  to  Apr i l .  Egg
or fish robbing bv gr.rl ls is highlv clcvclopecl. par-
t i cu la r lv  whcn boob ies  r rc  d is tu rbed a t  thc i r  ncs ts

TABLE I
Visi tat ion l (J Capr icorn a d Uunkcr Is lands bv campcrs (198,1) .  vessel \  ( t981) and Si lver  Gul ls  ( . tanuar) .

1983 March l9E5).

Campcr\ /day Ve\.e lJdi ,y Si lvcr  ( ;u l1s

l s l and ( n a ) ! lean Reef Me an Mel ln Min (n )Max. Max

10  1  : l  l l
19  L :  120  13
5l '1 11',7 20
51  6  120  12
70 .1 230 t2

I  t 0  l - i  17  t 2
t7  l 0  70  1 l
1 6 3 3 0  I
69 : 200 lJ

133 2E .100 l0
:1 6 .10 6

100  17  260  t 6

l . ;
1 . I
0 . 5

0
] E

0 .5

0 .u

6 . 2

)

)

30
150
:5

s0

75

I
l l  l l

105 l :
5 l

l 0  t 9
l -
l

. + -

North Rccf
l ivon

Nhstherd
Erskine
Floskvn (ensl)
t {o\kvn ( lvcst)
Fr i r lar  (east  )

Lrdt  Uusgrave
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l l ^ ,1 . . , f  
r : r .n . . . , ) t  pconte,  Atrer  Heron ls land,t l l .  

f ,gh: : ,  numbcrs ut  gul ls  wer(  present  at  easrI , r r r l a x  l \ l a n d  ( T a h l e  l l .  T h i s  i s  a | l r i b u l c b l e  r o{ne presencc of  the hoob}  co lony because human

;,:i,i,l l.tj| 
""r relari\elv lou and hcnce tbotlscraps

LIuman Jood sources

. Awav from Heron Island the main foods avail_
able. through human agcncv are offal discarcled
by hshermen and table scraps from campers and
people on boats. (ln Masthead and Wilson
Is l rn t l s  the  h ighes t  numhcr  o f  gu l l s  were  rccorder l
wnen the  h lghes t  numbers  o t  L .ampcr \  \ \e rs
prescnt. Thc correlation between numbers of
gulls and numbers of campers is most clearlv
dcmonstri lted at North Wcst Island whcre guil
numbcrs are not influenced by nesting (Fig. 3).

Gulls and other ground-ncsting birds clo not
ncst on North West Island because it has had
e population of feral cats sincc thc lg90,s
(-Cribb 1969) In Ocrober 1910 Campbcll anJ
Whi te  (1910)  recorded smal l  number i  o f  gu l l s
trequenting the bcach trut no sign of nesting.'The
srtuatlon appears to havc been dil lerent in
),iovenber and December of 192-5 and 1926 whcn
MacGi l l i v ray  (1926.  1928)  and Gi tber t  (1925)
reported several pairs of gulls to be nesting. Thev
irlso noted that the gulls fzrred wcll from the offi l
p()duced by the turtle soup factor.v that operated
trom 192.1 to l92il. MacGill ivray (l93lj notcd
on lv  about  a  dozen gu l l s  on  thc  beach in  Mav
l ( ) 1 1 )  i r \  t h (  t r l  l e  l i t c t u r \  r v a s  e l r r s c d . . l e h  f c a r  u t
lh l t  l imc  I t  wou iL l  sc r rn  rhar  gu l l s  ncs ted . l t . sp i rc
lhe  prcsen.c  u l  ca ls  (wh ich  fccd  main lv , rn  n r . . t ing
Wedsc-tailcd Shearwarcrs Puflinui pa<:if icui
dunng sumnrcr) so long as there was an easv tbod
5 ( ) u  r e (  l l  r h c  r u r t l c  h c t o r \ . I n  M a 1  l g 8 4 a c i r u a i
r i ] r11r : '9d  k i l l i ng  : r  gu l l  in  rhe  . rmp ing  r re r .
(Following this studv a cat eradication pro-
gramme commenced in 1985 and a single
unfledged gull was present in May 1986).

In the absence of campers the average number
of gulls present at North West Island can be calcu-
lated from the rcgression equation of Figure 3 to
be only 22. This equation can be applied io Heron
Island, inscrting numbers of human occupants
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Figlrfe 3. R€ldrioaslip benreen Siher GuLts an(l canp{s al

North West Islnd. y:t .65x +22 (R=0 82,
P<0.00t ).

r r t hc r  t hnn  c rmpers .  (  r l cu la t i on  us ing  rn  l l y " r r n "

. l !0 , rscuDan1.  g ivc.  1 .15 gul ls  whi lc  rh i  mar imu]m' \ {1. , ) \ 'eu lants L ivc\  h5{r  guj l . .  fhe. r  Icsrr l l .  f i r
w r  I l  \ \  r t h  l h e  i r (  t u l r l  n u m h C r {  , , f  l u l l :  p r e r c n t  t  F i g .
- r .  I  n \ '  e q u a t r o n  j .  D r r l  . u i l r i ) l c  i  r  t h r  o r h c l
cilmping islands because gulJ numbers are influ_
enccd bv nesting as well as trv nunbers of
cilmpers.

Nzsl slrcs

Junc was thc only month whcn eggs or chicks
were not observed on irt ieast one island but mest
brecding occurred during the warmer tnonths of
t h c  l e r r  ( O c r o h e r - A p r i l r .  N e s r i n u  o c c u r r ( d  o n  i r l l
l : l : rnds  cxcCpl  Heron.  Nor rh  We\ t .  N , , r th  Ree i
and east Hoskyn. I{eron Island. as noted above.
is overpopulated bv tourists. North Wcst Island
has feral cats, and the other two are verv small
and remotc islands. At anv time fewcr than -100
g u l l s  u c r e  n c s t i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  f h e  m r l o r  n e , r -
ing  is lands  ur rc  Vr : rher rd -  Wrcck  rn t l  l r r l l
Musgrave. It seerns i ikell '  that the islands are
nesting sites for gulls fron the mainland as well
as for resident gulls. Wreck Island is particularl l '
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suitable to examination oi ncsting occupation
because there is no humzrn visitation and
foodscraps are not available.

S ince  1982 Wreck  Is land has  been enc losed bv
: r  \ l l r r i n c  P l r k  P r c * e r r a r i r ' n  Z o n e  r r h c r c  p u b l i i
cntrv is prohibitcd. The abscnce of peoplc makes
the island an unattractive source of food to gulls
and winter numbcrs (Mav-August) rangcd from
four to 20 birds. In the warmer months it becomes
an importani ncsting site and counts grcatcr than
100 were recorcied. The numbers actuall) '  nesting
are diff icult to estimatc becausc of the secretivc
behaviour of breeding gulls. Gulls were previ-
ouslv rcported nesting at Wreck Island in Octobcr
by  Booth  (1970) .

trlanLtgement problems

The Capricorn-B un ker gulls are less numerous
than those on sonrc southern Australian islands
but thev have a censiderable impact on the breed-
ing success of other scabird species. Thcse islands
constitute a principal seabird breeding area for
thc  C l rca t  Bar r ic r  Reef .  L indcr  na tura l  cond i t ions
thc seaLrird coionics co-exist with gull robbing but
t l r r '  i .  r . l  , ' i  r , r l \ l r r n .  i \  r r r r . c d  b r  i r u m ; r n  l r r ' t r v i l i c s .
Scr r l r i ids  u re  d is tu rbed f rom the i r  nes ts  when
appr t ; : t chc 'c l  1 . r 'pcop lc  and eggs  are  lc f t  unpro-
tcc tc . l  As  rve l l  as  th is .  thc  l va i lab i l i t v  OI  human
too(l-\! raps sr.rpports an incrcascJ €{ull population
lcad i i r :  to  h i -qhcr  p rec la t ion  on  scab i rc l  co lon ies .
Fooc is t lps  u rc  a ra i l i rb lc  on  thc  i s lands  and on
tbe  nra in iand.

Prcdat ion  o f  tu r t l c  ha tc l r ings  is  inc rcascd b l  an
( \ p : r n r l r ( i  . : r r l l  p , r p u l r r t i , r n  T h ,  t ; ' p r i e o r n  

' r ' n d

Bunkcr Islands arc principal ncsting areas for
(jreen Chelonia mytlus and Loggerhead Turtles
t drcua curdla on thc Great Barricr Rccf. When
gulls are abLrndant they may take large numbers
i)f turtlc hatchlings that cross thc beach during
davlight (Nebc 1928. Bustard 1972).

Llontrol measures have sometimes been intro-
duced clsewhere in the world where increasing
gnll populations have rhreatened populations of
seabirds. These have included poisoning, shoot-
l rB .  ner l rng .  l rappr -nE.  \ le r i l i z ing .  r r rk ing  o I  nes ts
i lnd  ln t roduc t ton  o l  lo \e (  f ,nd  rJCoons tu  co lon ies
(Nclson 19tt0). Massivc control measures havc
also been implemented at airports because of
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1 1 7

human deaths and loss of aircraft during gull
s t r i kes  (summar ized bv  Burgcr  t983) .  On thc
Capricorn and Bunker Islands it should bc
possiblc to reduce gull numbers by restricting
lheir access to fooclscraps. Gulls would be
deprivcd of the Heron Island garbage iI i t were
to be dumped at sea in darkness rather than in
L lav l igh t .  A  campaign  Io  cduc i l t (  tL ru r is l \ .  campcr .
and fishcrmen not to makc food availablc to gulls
has recently commenced. In the long term similar
nlcasures might be considcred for the adjacent
mainland if the Silver Gull population continues
to cxpand.
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OBSERVATIONS OF PREDATION ON
NESTLING EGRETS

( ;REGORY S,  BAXI 'ER

Short lLtnd \Vct land\  Ccnrrc.  I , .O Bo\ t , t t ) .  Wl l  \c l r j .  Nc! \  SoLrth $,r tcs t l fT

a c r r f .  f r i r  ' r r \ i r ) n n r c n r r l  i t n L t  L : r b i i n  S , u a i " l f t i l r . , 1 u u r , .  U n i \ r r \ i l \ .  \ c r r  s o u l h  \ \ a t e \ : 1 0 9

R t I  t \ . ' 1  i  J I t t L .  l r , \ -

L)n 5 .lanriarr'. l9lJ7 obscr',ations n,crc macle o1
an rttack bv an adLrlt Wcdgc-tailccl Eaglc Aquilo
a i r r l r r r  on  ncs t ing  Ca l t l c  Eerc ts ,1 r ( / ( . r1 . r  ib l . -Thc
rnc ldcn t  occur rcd  on  I  m jxcd  brcc t l ing  co lonv  o f
egrc ts  i r t  lhe  Shor t l ; rnc l  Wct lanc ls  Cen l re .  Shor t -
lanr l .  Nerv  SoLr th  Wales .  (12 '51 'S . .  t5 l . - l l ,E . ) .
Th is  co lony  c i tn ta ins  four  spec ics :  Great  Egre t
Egrctm ulbu, Internedii lte Eu.et E. iurcnncdit,
Litt le Egrct E. gur:,erta, ancl iattle Esrct.

r \ t  l ( l : : :  i rours  a  la rgc  d is tu rb lnce  o l  adu l t
l . i rds  on  thc  nor th ,c t \ te tn  s ide  o f  the  heronrv
. . t t r : r . l r . l  r r r r  . r  L  t t , . n .  L r r ! !  n l I I l r ' . , f , , , t  . r J r r i t .
hac i  t :Lken f l i sh t  anc l  hac i  begun to  ca l l  louc l l r ' .  The
. ( ' l | l i (  ,  1  l l l \  ( I i \ L I | ' \ i r | ] ( (  r r . r .  l , r r  . r d r , l t  W , . . d r : e
ta r lcd  EagLc *h ich  s rvoopcr l  dorvn  rap id lv  in to  a
C ' r i t l l c  Lgre t  ncs t  occu l l i cc i  b r  an  a t lu l i  and  a t  l cas t
tqo  rcs t l in -gs . ' l ' hc  t rcs t  $ ls  app lox imatc l t  l -1  n t
r r , , r r  r ' i .  ! t , ' l l l ( l  i n  L  I t r , , . r r l - l r ' . r r t J  P l r p , . r  B . r r k

Melulatrcu tlrt intluananiu, u,hich uus itself
: r p 1 t r , ' r i r n . r t r  l r  l 5  r n  h r - r : h .  l h .  r r t . r  r r . r .  i n . , n
exposed s l tu i l t l ( ) l t  on  the  nor thcrn  s ic lc  o f  the  t ree .
Othcr  Cat t l c  Egrc t  ncs ts  $erc  sc i t t t c rcd  th foL lgh
the  t ree  h ieher  un i l  lo tvc r  than th is  ncs t .  A l l  the
ac lu l ts  in  th is  an t l  sur rounc l ing  t rccs  rvh ich  had no t
prevrous l \  taken f l ieh t  i r rmec l ia re lv  d id  so .  The
\ , ' l r n r  i l l l ( r n l \ l U L l  t , r  ( \ ,  r l ) r  h r  n r r r r r r  !  l , | l . 1
l l o n l l n i  l , '  h l  l \ l l ! . \  \ \ u l  , r l  l l r (  e : r r _ l t  .  r e : r , . h .
Large  nunrbcrs  o f  o thcr  voung cgrc is  l lec l  thc i r
ncs ts  lnd  look  re lugc  in  thc  smal l  uppcr  b ranchcs
of  t rccs .

. Thc cugle clr.rickll cau-qht t lrc two lestl in-{s ancl
k i l l cc l  o r  d isab lcd  thcm.  then v igorous l l  Jhascc l
, , 1 1 1 c ' t  n ( . t l i n ! .  l l l f . , u t l t  t l r .  l , ' l i : r u r .  : r .  r r : s l l  . , .  i t .
I t u l k  u , ' , r l , l : r l l , r r r  l l r r  - : r l l -  r . . r . r l  . . r , r ' .  I t i n t . . .
and the t  re tu rned 1o  the  chasc .  Dur in l  th is  per iL rd
thc  c lg lc  $ i rs  inc f fcc tu l r l lY  n to t rbcc l  b r  adu l t
( : r t l l \ ' L i r c t . : r n . l  L l l t l (  |  s r ( t . .  \ \ l r i . l r  \ \ ( t (  . . r r


