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Blackbird T urrlus nerula
061-52726. Malc bandcd by A. W. J. Fletcher at Bcl lcr ivc,

l-as. on 25 Apr. 85. "Trapped accidcDtl l lv in trap fo.
lcrrcslr ial  animals" (died) at Tranmere, Tas. in May
86. 5 km SL-].

Crcy Shrif .c- lhru\h < ,, l lunn, tn, la I 'urn,,ni,  a
050-52908. Bandcd bl P. Jackson al Somers Camp, Vjc.

on 19 Aug. 80. " l land nLrmber rcad in f ield" at Bal-
narr ing Beach. Vic. on 14 Sept. 86, ovcr 6 ycars aftcr
band ing . , l  km  Nw.

Varied Sittcffa Dapltoenosi a thrysoprera
Cl2-76113. Adult malc bandcd by I l .  R. Hutchins ar

Sandv Crcck. SA on 25 JLrne 79. Rccaptured at banding
placc on 25 May 86, over 5 years 1l months aftcr
ban(l in8. (This is thc oldest recordcd for this species.)

Yelfow-faccd Honcycatcr Liclrctu)sttmus (hrfsopt
022-2656.1. Banded by R. C. Camcron at Ualnarr ing,

Vic. on 2l Jul!  E,l  "Cbll ided rvith a $indow" at Rose-
bud. Vic. on 20 Oct. 86. 20 km W.

Singing Honcycatcr LiLhetu^t.)tnus urcscens
0:10-46820. Banded b! S. J. Ambrose on Rottnesi lsland,

WA on 5 July 31. Rccapturod at banding sitc by D. A.
Saunclers on 19 Fcb. 8:1.

Whitc-plunred lfoneyeatcr 1-l(ttenorttmus pcni( i[lat us
021-46907. I landed bv D. C. Paton at Gilborton. SA on

l l  Apr. 86. Found dead at clenalta, SA on 22 July
86 .  l l  km  S .

Ncw Hofland Honcleater I 'h) l idonyis novachoilandiae
(a) 031-61537. Bandcd by N. Forde at Aldinga ScrLrb

Conscr\al ion Park, SA on 7 Oct. 84. Found dead at
Aldinga l leach. SA on 10 Sept. 86. 2 km NW.

(b) 031-67994. Male bandcd by D. C. Pabn at Braend
lers Scrub near Monarto, SA on 8 Ma],81. Rccapturcd
near banding placc by B. A. Foreman on 29 May 86.

(c) 012-68124. Bandcd by B. R. Hutchins ncar Sandy
Crl j i jk, SA on 25 May 86. "Ki l lcd by cat" al Tea free
Uu l l y .  Sn  , ' n  22  \ , ' ! .  80 .  2 l  Lm s .

(d) 032-12461. Bandcd by D. C. Pabn a1 Seaford, SA
on I Jan. 86. Rccoverod at Port NoarlunSa, SA on 28
l v l a r . 3 6 . 5  i < m  N N E .

(c) 032-83152. Bantled by T. J. Bracl l i ry at Hale Con-
sorvatiur Park, SA on 19 July 86. Rccovercd " insidc
a bui lding (rclcascd al ivc)" near Bcl:r ir  National Park,
B lackwood .  SA  on  2  Oc t . 86 .43  km SSW.

Whitc-chcckcd }loncycatcr Plt)lidonvit tii!.!ra
CJ2-87465. Uanded by G. D. Bcl l  at Ku-ring-gai Wild-

f io$er Cardens, ncar St. lvcs, NSW on 22 June 86."Ki l lcd by cat" at 51. lves, NSW on 3 Nov. 86. 6
km SSw.

Eastcrn Spincbi l l  Acanthorhl,nchus tct lr i tostr is
(a) 0l l-20479. Male banded by D. Mil lodSc at l lc longi l

Creek, lJyron l lay, NSW on 20 Junc 85. Rccaplured at
BclonSil  Woods Motcl,  B)ron Bay. NSW by J. T.
Wil lolrs on 3l Jul l  85. I  km W.

(b) 013-43063. Male bandcd b! H. F. Recher at Brisbano
Water National Park, NSW on 20 Apr- 33. "Colorrr
marking sightod in f icld (band nrrmbcr inferred)" at
Mountain Lagoon, ncar Kurrajong, NSW jn Dec. 85.
62  km W.

(c) 014-402,11. Male bandecl by H. F. Rccher at Brisbane
Water Nalional Park, NSW on 12 June 85. Recovered
("hit  by car") near Gosford, NSW by c. Logan on
4 Sept. 86. 15 km NNE.

(d) 01,1-5,1253. Female banded by S. G. Lanc at Moonce,
via Cof]s Harbour, NSW on 19 July E6. "Ki l lod by
cat" ai Colls Harbour, NSW on 16 Aug. 86. 9 km S.

(c) C14-99792. Juvcni le female bandcd by T. J. Bradlcy
at Cromer Conscrvation Park, SA on 2 Fcb. 86. Re-
capturccl ncar Sandy Creek, SA on 21 Junc, 86. 25
km Nw.

Review

Bandcr's Aid by K. A. and D. Rogers. Published by A.
Rogc.s, St. Andrews. Price A$20.00 from Author.

' Ihc 
idca of a Dractical guide to the aging and sexing

of Austral ian birds is a good onc as i t  *. i l l  hclp to pro-
vide info.malion which $hen properl] ,  anal),sed wil l  give
Lrs u bettor undcrslanding of thcir biology. The Sreater
part of thc 137 pages of this guide is dcvorcd to rhe
dcscript ions of l l2 bush birds mainly lrom Victoria.

Altcr rn introductory chaptcr, chapter 2 describes the
formats uscd in thc species descript ions. ' Ihese descrip-
1()ns arc sct out under headinSs identihed as "parts" l-9,
]ct thc descript ions thcn1sclves are not so numbered.
Somc rc'arrangcment of the information undcr Part 8
(sc\ in8 cri tcr ia) miSht bc bettcr placed in Part 6,

("sexing"). I t  *oold be prefcrable to el iminalc this
division into "parls" and adopt simplc hcadinSs as uscd
in the descript ions themsclves. Chapter 3 discusses the
information to be recorded and describes with i l lustra-
t ions the methods and tcchDiqucs for laking measurc-
mcnts- In Figurc I thc drawing of thc whole bird which
i l lustrates the topography of a bird is incorrect; the area
shown for the scapulars is that of t l re lesser coverls. Thc
scapulars which are not i igured are the feathers on thc
shouldcr, not on the wjng. ln Figure 4 therc is a
rcfcrence to colour, c,g. Maroon 31 and l lurnt Sienna
ll5, bl l t  thcrc is no mcntion of the colour standards
used. Chaplcr 4 1isls somc o[ the prccautions that shoukl
bc taken 1() enslrre the birds remain unharmed. Chapter
5 Sives descript ionr of the spccies Nilh age and sex
characlers,
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The authors sevcral t imcs in the text point out the
l imital ions of their data as ncarly al l  of i t  relates to the
birds thev thcmselves caught and handlcd in Victoria.

This is \ \hy thc book fai ls to be a rcl iable aid to
sexing and aSing the birds describcd. In many cases the
numbcr of birds caught is too small  to cnable rel iable
conclusions to bc dra$n; in 2l spccies only 6 specimens
or less $.crc caught. The authors have also failed to
ful l l  cxamine thc publ ished l i terature. Although Bir. /  i ' l
the Hand, cditor S. G. Lane, 1974 is acknowledged in
the referonces the authors do not appear to have made
ful l  usc o[ i t  or indicated whcre any of their f indings
di l ler.

Sacrcd Kingllsher Hal())on sancta
Adult ( l+) is dcscribed as having white t ips to the

sccon(lar] coverts. This means it is a first ycar bird still
retaining the juveni le coverts as a ful l  adult or bird
shich has complclcd i ts f i rst post breeding moult does
not have while l ips to the covcrts. Apparently al l  lhe
adults caught \ \crc l i rst year birds.

Lr(! Slrr ikr- lhru\h ( nt lur i tncla hurmonita
l lere the aging is stated to be based on Disney 1974

irnd confirmed by the authors o$n observations. However,
under Sc\ing thev do not givc thc most obvious f icld
characler s€parating Adult males and females- Males have
a dark r ing round the eye ol dark grey feathers and the
lemales havc a whitc r in8.

HorsRcld's Bronze-C$ckoo Chr!sococc:lx basalis
T"() birds caught the same day had di lTcrent cye

colours, pink bro\\'n and fawn grcy and it is suggested
this may bc a scxing character (Pcrry dc Rebeira) pers.
comm.). This is corrcct and was published in the f irst
cdi i ion of thc Rcader's Digest completc B(x)k of Aus-
tral ian Birds (1976). The male has the red eye and the
fcmale thc grcy eyc.

Erstern Spinebill A c a n I hor lD' nc h us t e nu[ rost ris-fhc juvcni lc is rot dcscribed although i t  has been
$ el l  documcnlcd and i l lustrated.

Thcsc fc\ cxamples show tha! unlortunately this book
is a Band Aid rathcr than a Bander's Manual. l t  would
bave been improvcd by t ighler edit ing. For example, thc
word ECLIPSE docs flot mcan post breeding as it is
Lrsed hcrc. but the special ecl ipre plumage :rs found in
somc malc Anatidae. Cloaca protuberance does not rcfer
to thc shape of thc cloaca, but to the bulge behind the
cl()aca in some nrale birds which can be used to lex birds
in lhe breeding scason. lt is formed by seminal vesicles
in $hich the sperm are slored enlarging during the
brccding season. ln bright blue Superb Fairy-wrens this
sccms to be al l  the t ime.

This book is valuablc as a Buidc to melhods and
tcchniqucs for taking measuremenls, examinin8 moult
and on understanding thc stat ist ics used. The data Siven
undcr thc species descript ions need treating with caution.
Thc authors do not properly dist inguish juveni les from
immaturcs and often the descript ion of the immature is
th^t ol the juvenile. This problem emphasiscs the lack
of dclai led dcscript ions for al l  plumagcs of Austral ian
birds. Man! people, including mysclf,  have in the past
considcred these to be unnccessary if good illustrations
werc xvai lable, ho$ever, this book has shown that this
is nol so. I t  bccomes more important than ever that the
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projectcd RAOU Handtrook givcs adcquate descriptions
of al l  plumage typc sto fulf i l  this ne€d.

This book can be obtained from thc publisher A.
Rogcrs, Lot 17, Ninks Road, St. Andrews, Victoria,
Austral ia, 3761.

H.J.deS.D.

Obituary - Gavin Johnston€

Members will bc saddened to hcar of the reoent death
of Dr Gavin Johnstone- Gavin has been a member of
tlrc Editorial Advisory Pancl ot Corella sinoe 19'77.

Gavin took his Phd. at the Univcrsity of Abcrdeen
and since coming to Austral ia his ornithological interests
have largely centrcd around seabirds. His studies on the
biology of (;iant-Petrels on Macquarie lsland are well
known; less so arc his contributions to many ornitho-
lo8ical studies.of lhe last dccade and his stands on
envlronmcnral lssucs.

Hc frcquently lcd cxpeditions in Antarctica for thc
Anlarctic Division and his successful visit to MacDonald
lsland ncar Heard Island was an ornithological highl ight.
His gcntlemanly manncr and evcr wil l ingness to help with
enquir ics wil l  bc much misscd. To his * i fe, Kate and
r_oung family we cxtend our sympathy. 

M.D.M.

New Members
ANDEI{SON, G. R., Bardon, Qld.
ARMSTRONG, J. H., Bundeena, N.S.W.
CURRIE, L., Research, Vic.
DANIELS, M., Macquaric Fields, N.S.W.
DE LA MOTTE, K. A., Mosman, N.S.W.
ELLIS, N. M., Braid\\ 'ood, N.S.W.
KERR, I.  W., Beechwood, N.S.W.
KNOWLER, N., Lyneham, A.C.T.
McLAUCHLIN, J. G., Cheswick, Vic.
NOELKER, F. Rainbow, Vic.
PAGE, D. G., Crafton, N.S.w.
POOK, J. Macquarie, A.C.T.
SEYMOUR, J.,  Glenelg North, S.A.
WALTERS, K. W., Yariawodga, vic.
WOEHLER, E. Sandy Bay, W.A.


