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ISLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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A 13 year study of Si lvereye populat ions on Kangaroo lsland provides an insight into
the dispersal patterns of Si lvereyes in the S.A. region, Only nine confirmed movements of
birds between Kangaroo lsland and the mainland of S.A. were recorded even though retrap
data clearly indicates a movement of birds away from the banding site in winter and sprjng.
The Silvereyes that were resident on Kangaroo lstand are not dist inguishabte from th; S.A.
mainland birds in lerms of morphometrics or plumage. Only two "Tasmanian" plumage
orrds were captured on Kangaroo lsland during the course ol the study.

INTRODUCTION
A study of a population of the Silvercyc Zos-

terops lateralis was carried out at a banding
station at Antechambcr Bay, Kangaroo Island,
South Australia, whc.c 4 189 birds were bandecl*
ovcr a period of 13 years from I July 1965 to 30
Junc  1978.

Objccts of the study were to assess the migra-
tion of the species between the mainland and
Kangatoo Island(which neccssitatcs a sea crossing
of about 12 km at the closest point), and to
determinc whether these movements could be
correlated with plumage colour yariations within
the changing population.

The Silvereye is a common species throughout
Kangaroo Island, particularly during summcr and
autumn whcn orchard fruits are in season; there-
forc thc homestead garden offered great promise
as a bancling station. The actual trapping area,
compr is ing  approx imate ly  0 .133 hec tares ,  in -
cluded 30 fruit trees, with stone fruits predomin-

' rBands uscd rvcrc provided by the Auslral ian Bird-
banding Scheme (ABBS), Division of Wildl i fe and
Rangelands Rcsearch, CSIRO, Canberra.

ating, plus fig, mulberly, quincc, applcs, pears
and a fcw grapc vincs. Thcrc are also flowcring
shrubs and vegetables but few, if any, other
garden flowers. The arca is sheltcred to some
cxtent on three sides but open to the east. There
is a considerable area, probably in excess of 100
hectares of rough stony uncleared hil1s, gull ies
and crceks within I km. This area is covered
principally with various eucalypts, Eucalyptus
cneorilolia predominating, but including E. /ez-
coxylon and E. fusciculosa anrl acacias, Acacia
armata pre(lomlnating on the better soils. Yacca
trees Xanthorrhoea tateano and Broombush
Melaleuca uncinata predominate on the higher
stony and rocky hil lsides. The wholc area is
understoried with a wide assortment of shrubbcry
which includes Native Fuchsia Correa reflexa,
Conrmon Heath Epacris impressa an<l Cranberry
Bttsh Au'otriche sp. Grasses, principally native
specics, including hard and soft Brome, clothe the
creek flats on which the larger eucalypts are
found. The homestead garden banding station is
situated approximatcly 2 km inland overlooking
Lashmar's Lagoon and Antechambcr Bay and is
apploximately l l  km south-east from the closest
point across Backstair 's Passage to the mainland
(F igurc  l ) .
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Figlrrc l. Map ol Kangaroo I slantl and adjacent main-
land showing Silrerer-e morement acros:i Back-
stairs I'assage, South Austro[ia.

I lyaitpinea Lagoon; 2 Scott Conseryation
ParL: 3 Kuttpo Forest: 4 Bluc Sp ngs; 5
Beaumont (Adelaide suburb); 6 parnilana,
Kangaroo Islarul; l Homestead Garden B(lnd-
itg Station; 8 Dackstairs passage.

METHODS
7'rapping

Initially all birds rverc caught using one l8 m
slandard (32 mm mesh) mist net. This provcd
so successful that three more nets were pur-
chased. Thesc wcre sited around and amongst the
fruit trces and shrubbcry which included trec
fuchsias, frell iscd passion fruits Lauristinus sp.,
banksia sp., honeysucklc sp., hakea sp. and
Tcmpaltonia retusa and wetc quite satisfactory
for catching new birds. Nets were frequently re-
sitcd to catch the many birds which apparently
bccame net-shy. Banding was carried out most
weekends when the weather was suitable for net-
ting. In 1969 the secretary of the then Australian
Bird Banding Scheme, Mr David Purchase, per-
suaded me to use traps as well as nets and sent
me construction details of a maze trap as used by
Ms Narella Swanson in N.S.W., (Purchase, Pers.
comm.). A trap with dimensions 30x30x40 cm
was constructed and this gave an immediate in-
crcase in retrap numbgrs. Two more traps were
constructed, one similar and the other with twice
thc capacity of the first and all three have re-
mained in fixed positions for the last 9 years. The
traps wcre kept baited at all t imes with fruits in
season, pears being the most attractivc, or with
shcep kiclney-fat or caul fat if fruit was scarce.
The capture eflort expended was fairly uniform

tlrloughout thc duration of the study. Gr€ater
numbers werc handled in the autumn due to
greatcr concentrations of birds at that t ime.

Recording ol Recovery and Plumage Dota
Initially records were kept on individual recorcl

cards bul it rvas soon cvident that this method
would becomc unmanagcable and rccords werc
transferred to record sheets. Thcse sheets, which
each accommodated up to 72 bilds for about 90
days, were supplementcd with monthly summary
sheets so as to simplify the extraction of data.

Plumage colour intcnsity for three positions on
each bird was recordcd. Colour was noted for
base of undertail, chin and flanks and recorded
using a code devised by Mrs Joan Paton. This
code consists of numbers denotilg depth of
colours; for undertail and chin: l-grey or white;
I + :grey or white with trace of yellow; 2:
yellow, less than grey or white;3:yellow, cqual
to grey or white; 4-yellow, no grey or white;
and for thc flanks: I -grey; I + -gre y with trace
oI tawny; 2-soft tawny (powdered nutmeg); 3_
bright tawny; 4:l ight cinnamon (brighter than
2 or 3); 5:bright tan. Plumage colour intensity
was rccorded for each bird every day it was
trapped so that any changes might be detected.

The presencc of down and a soft f leshy gapc
werc recolded as a clear indication of juvcnilc
characteristics.

RESULTS
Recoyery Data

During the pcriod of the study nine birds made
thc sea crossing between Kangaroo Island and
the mainland (Table l; see also Figure l). I
recoverqd flve birds which had been banded on
the mainland, onc ovcr 8 years earlier. Thrce of
my birds were recovered on the mainland. One
of these was recovered within 5 wceks of band-
ing and the otl ler two, banded 2 days apart, werc
recovered on the same day and at the same place
approximatcly 4 months alter banding. Four
other birds caught init ially at the banding station
were recovered dead up to 77 km west on
Kangaroo Island, the clapsed time for one of
them being l6 months. The greatest distance be-
tween the points of banding and recovery was
145 km.

Ratrap Dat0
Using mist nets, retraps wcrc lcss than I would

have expectcd, possibly bccausc the birds became
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TABLE T
Detai ls ofSih'ereyes that crossed the sea betwcen Kangaroo Island and the mainland. fronl lst July 1965 ro 30rh June 1978.

Band Date
Number Bandcd Bandcd

Where Date Distance
Bander Recovered Recovered (kn1)

Elapseci Recovered
Time (months) By Sralus

011l-1393.1 l  l  Mar.62
020-53373 7Sepr.63
0 l  l - 10071  5Junc  6 ,1
0l l- l l t i65 26June 65
012 -132 {3  l 2Jan .68
012 -1327+  l 4Jan .68
012 - l 31 l l 1  l 0Feb .68
012  11100  l 6June68
012-71t502 20May75

KI
KI
K]
KI
B
B

KF
P
KI

BS
WL
BS
BS
KI
KI
KI
BS
SC

MHW
MHW
MHW
AFL
AFL
AFL
CRJ
JBP

26 Mar.70
1 l  Jan .6u
26 Feb. 66
l8Mar .66
l1 May 68
1l M.1y68
l7 Mar. 6i l
l5 Aug. 72
9 Oct.76

86 SW
45 SW
86 SW
lr5 sw

I09 NNE
I09 NNE
SONF

1,15 WSW
75 SW

96
52
20
9
4
,1
I

-50
l6

AFL
AFL
AFL
AFL
JBP
JBP
JBP
NFJ
AFL

Alive

Dei|d

LOCATIONS:
B - Bcaumonl. S.A.
BS - Bluett Springs. S. A.
KF - Kuitpo Forrest. S.A.
KI - Krngaroo Island. S.A.
P - Pardana. Kangaroo Island. S.A.
SC - Scott Cons€rvation Park. S.A.
WL - Waitpinga Lagoon. S.A.

BANDERS:
AFL - A. F. Lashmar
CRJ - C. R. Jenkins
JBP - J. B. Paton
MHW - M. H. warerman
NFJ - N. F. Jenoer
VJW - V. J. Wood

TABLE 2
The number of days three individual Silvereyes were retrapped in each month olthe study

Band Number 012 29321] 0t2-29376 012-3767',7

1969 1970 t9?1 1972 1973 t914 1975 1969 1970 l97l 1972 t973 t971 1915 1971 1972 1973 1914 tg',7s t976 t9',77 19',7E

I
I

l 4
2 5 t
6 3
2 2

I
3

I
3 1
I
4 5
2 2

2

2

I
I

4 l
I

I

I
4
1 5

2 l
2
l l

3
2

3 B
I

3
I
I

I
I

2 2
1 3

l
l l

4
5

I
3
2

6 l

I
2

2
5 4

8 4

I
I
2

I
2
2
I

I
2
5
I

0
I
2

I
I

I

3
3
I
6

2 l
I

2 l
, ) l

5

1 3 2
l 3

. { 3 2

Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
Ap.. Bl
May
June
July
Aug. 2
Sepr. I
Oct I
Nov. 2
Dec. 1

M

o

N

T

H

B denores month of banding.

net-shy. With the introduction of maze t! 'aps dur-
ing 1969 the number of retrapped birds using
mist-nets only was 27.5 pcr cent whilst that for
traps only rvas 30.7 per cent. This incrcase is
probably not signil icant as by I969 there was a
larger basc of bandcil birds. Birds cntcred the
traps rcadily and repcatcdly, often bringing thcir
youl]g to the traps for feeding. Occasionally a
count was kcpt of thc number of t imes individual

birds rvere rctrapped during any I day; Silvereyc
012-47311 was rccorded cight t imes.

Forn'Silveleycs were IctrapPed in every month
of thc year when cxamincd over a numbcr of
years: 012-29328 on l l l  differcnt days (in 7
years) ;  012-29376 on  109 days  ( in  7  years ) :
012-376'1'7 on 96 days (in 8 years); and O12-29527
o:r 77 days (irr 5 years). Trvo birds werc re-
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TABLE 3
The seasonal rccoveq/ palterns of three inclividual Silvereyes.

Band Number 0l l -91718 012-29051 012,47566

Year 1966 1967 r96t3 1969 t970 t971 1972 t973 t974 i96f3 1969 1970 1911 19.74 1975 t976 19.77 lg78

I
2 t l
t 5 l
2 l
3

I

I

I
I

2
-l
3 2 2

1 6 5

B2
I

M

O

T

l 3
8 3 t 2 2

t 4 4 4 8

Jan .
Fcb.
Mar.
Apr.
Ma!
June
July
Atrg
Sept.
Oct
Nov.
Dec.

B denotes month ofbaoding.

t rapped dur ing  l l  months  o f  the  year  (012-3 j j l3
on  27  dayr i  in  5  years  aud 012,47014 on  49  days
in  2  vca ls )  and a  fu i ' thc r  two dur . ing  l0  months
(012-29088 on 40 days in 3 years airt 0t2-3jj43
on 39 days in 4 years). Scven others wcre each
rctrappcll on f0 to 49 clif lerent days ovcr periods
of from i to almost 9 years. 'Iabic 

2 shows the
history of the thlee Silvercycs retrapped most
o f tc r .  T rb le  3  shorvs  thc  h is to ry  o f  th rce  o thcr
Silvercvcs which appearcd in certain scasons only.

1'ablc 4 depicts monthly and seasonal retrap
ciata. Thc highest retrap rate for birds banded in
cach sceson was autumn. Rctraps dccreascd
greatly inlo wintcr and remaincd Iow in spring,
with ln incrcascd ratc again it summcr.

l 'ablc 5 indicatcs that juvenilc Silvereyes were
caught only cluring thc months of Septembcr to
February. Of the I 973 Silvcrcycs banded during
thcse months frorn 1967 to 19j7, only 225
( l l .49o)  wcre  juven i les  and no  juven i les  wcrc
rote(l outsidc this timcspan. By March juvenilcs
\\ 'cre not distinguishable from adults, when down,
flcshy gepe a:rd plumagc colour were taken into
account. Of the 225 juveniles banded only 27
t)l lds lverc rctrappccl more than twicc cluring the
duration of the study and these were seven birds
cach thrcc times, seven birds each four timcs, two
birds cach fl i 'e t ines and one bircl each 8, 10, I3,
i4 ,  I  5 ,  16 ,  18 ,  2 l  ,  23 ,  32  anc t  i i  t imes.  Most  o l
thosc retrappecl only once or twice were usuallv
r c t r r p p c r l  i r  t h e  n r , ' n t h  r J u r i r l "  * 1 . , ; . 1 r  l l t c y  u c r e

ba:rdccl or, in thc following month.
Although no Siivereye of any grcat age emer-

ged from this study, therc were two birds of
modcrutc age rccorded. Table 6 l ists thc dctails
of scven oldcr bircls (sce also Figurc 2). Another
bird (012-46791) was rctrappcd after 76 months
and two others (012-29539 and 012-29552), both
juvenilcs at banding, were retrappcd at 75
li lonths.

In N4ay 1977, rowards the cnd of the banding
pcriocl, trvo Silvcreyes, unusual for this arca, were
trappcd together and banded. One of them
(013-'73243) was retrapped thrca times during the
ncxt l4 days, whilc the other was not secn again.
The total Jcngth of one of t ltese bircls 

-was

measured and was found to be signil icantly largcr
(125 rnm)  than 35  ind iv idua ls  cons idcrcd  to  bc
local types and trapped on that same day (=_
107.5  mm 1S.D.4 .1  mm).  These two b i rds  (one
slightiy briglrtcr than thc other), r.vere also nore
richly coloured than all of the other birds that
were handled during the study. Thcir plumagc
pattern was outside of the codc uscd and more
re ac'l i lv rclates to that of Walke r ( 1962) and Lane
(1966) .  I  quotc  a  b r ie f  descr ip t ion  taken a t  the
t imc:  'Uppr r  t l t ro : .1  (ch in )  g rcJn-yc l low:  ih roa l
l rgh t  sm^L) -grey .  a lmor l  t t r  the  (x tcn l  o f  bc ing  a
collar; f lanks riclr cinnamon; belly white; basJcf
undertail l ight yellow; bil l  very dark, aimost
b lack :  legs  very  t la rk  g rey :  i i i s  pa lc  b rown
{hNZel ) :  g re(n  on  b i l ck  morc  le l lo r r i sh  q r r i te
noticcablc; more obvious whitc orbital ring.'
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TABLE 4
NumbersofSi lvereyesretrappedatBandingSiteonKaDgaroolslandbySeason.Retrapnumhershavebeenconvertedtoaperc€ntage

of tolal numbcr banded-

Summer Autumn Winler Spring

Numbersbanded Ju l .Jan Feh. Mrrr.  Apr May Jun. Au8. Sep. Oct. Nov.

t21 7ll 19 37 .{tt 16 25

7.3 .1.6 L I 2.2 2.8 2.1 L5

52 77 1.15 t68

3 . I  , 1 .5  8 .5  9 .9

184

10 .8

Banded summer ( I  699)

Rctraped Monthly %

Seasonal % 1 6 . I 28.0 7.l l

167 I03 21 22 31 2,1 l7

u . 3  5 . 1  L l  l . t  1 . 5  1 . 2  0 . 8

26 24 11 76

l . l  t . 2  1 . 5  3 . 8

2 l  I

10 .5

Banded Autumn (2 002)

Retrapped Monthly %

Seasonal % 3.61.0 22.1 7 . J

8 3

3.7  1 .4

I U  1 3  5  I

8 .4  6 .1  2 .3  1 .2

1 3  4  4

6 . 1  1 . 9  1 . 9

t7
't.9

l 1

1 .9

t 3

o . l

Banded winrer (214)

Retraped Monthly ol,

Seasonal T' s.8 24.3 12 .6 I  t . 2

2 0 3  6 1 8 2 7  1 5

7 .3  L  I  2 .2  6 .6  9 .9  5 .516 .8

38 2.1 22

13 .9  8 .8  u . ( l

4 l

1,1.9 l 2 . 8

Banded Spring (2.17)

Retrapped Monthly %

Seasonal 7o 30.7 44.5 10 .6 2t.9

Total number of birds handed (,1 lu9)

Retrapped Silvereyes counted once per month only.

TABLE 5
The percentage ofjuvenile Silvereyes noted in the poPulation ftom 1967 to 1977

Month sept. oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb Mu' Apl ilj:T-jllj:g
Total Banded rr2 100 o 252 114 ?33 1076 739 187 108 31

Juveniles 3  5 1 3  8 3  1 0 3  l 8  0 0  0  0  u

Percentage
ofjuveniles 2.1 20 .9 32.9 14 .4 2 .55 .0

Plumage Changes

At times I recorded what seemcd to be further
intermediate stages of colour to those devised by
Mrs Paton. The systcn is not ideal as I found
that changes of available l ight, from one day to
another or bright conditions to dull, during bird
handling, varicd my perception of colour by as
much as onc Point.

'fhe 
extent of colour changc in any one indiv-

idual was much less than anticipated, with only
10 birds showing variation greatcr than 1; points.
There were four birds at 2 points, one at 2+, four
at 3 and one at 3]. points of colour change. One
of the 3 point changes (012-29093), took placc
within the space of 2 months after banding as a
juvenile. The ages of the other birds were
unknown.



June ,  1987 A. F. C. Lashmar: Si lvereyes on Kangaroo lsland

DISCUSSION
lle<oyer:" Data

Silvcrcyes mole both ways betwcen Kangaroo
Is land and thc  main land o f  South  Aus t ra l ia  bu t
or ly  n inc  c ross ings  wcre  conf l rmed in  l3  ycars .
l his papcr nay be rcgarded ars a sample which
highlights thc necessity to bancl large numbers of
bii 'cls in orclcr tc eiucidate thc flne details of long
dirtancc movcment. Evidencc of crossings of
Backstair 's Passagc, as revcaled by this research,
r.vas insufl lci!-nt to detc.minc whether thc migra-
tron was seasonal or irregular, but the numbers
rnvo lvcd  wou lC tcnd to  ind ica te  t l la t  thc  c ross ings
w.rc dclibctatc a!rC ltot just acciclcntal. Two bircls
n]jgratcd (apparently togethc.) from Kangaroo
Is land to  Beaumont  and main land bandcd b i rds
werc  found on  Kangaroo ls land in  5  o f  the  l j
ycars of lhc study. Nevertheless, some birds had
bcci t lappcd on Kangaloo Island in e."'cry month
o l  thc  ycar  by  the  cnd o f  the  s tudy  and these
\\,clc prcsun'tcd to hatve been perrnancnt rcsidents
o i  l (angaroo Is iand.  A l though four  b i rds  were
rctrappcd evcry month of the year, whcn con-
5 idcrcd  o \c r  a  numbcr  o f  years ,  rnere  werg
periorls vr' 'hen thcy wcrc not notcd for scvcral
months  a t  a  t imc.  Nc i ther  o f  thcse  four  b i rds  was
l t r a l f ( r l  i n  c \ c r )  m o n t l t  o f  u n y  o n c  1 c u r .  n o r  i n
any  co | rsccu t ive  i2  month  pcr iod  (Tab lc  2 ) .
Sri 'rnson (I9(r8) l 'ronevcr found bircls in N.S.W.
rvith coir'Linuous rcsiclency. Whilst Table 2 shorvs
birds with plobable continuous rcsiclency Table
j  dcp ic ts  thc  scasona l  pa t tc rns  o f  o thcrs .  Of  thc
birds Iistcd in thcse two tablcs nonc was ever
lccovcred  aga in  and i t  i s  assumcd tha t  they  e i ther
d icd  or  l c f t  thc  a rea .

Thc variation in retrap numbers in dil lerent
scas{)ns tends to indicate that some Silvereyes
, l i sn i l i c .  n ro l r  u  i r l c l l  thun  o lhcrs .  S j j re re ics
D . . , r ( l c { l  I n  i p r  I n g  t n ( l  . u m n t e r .  \ \ i t h  a  h i g h  r e t r a p
ra lc  tn  sunntc r  and au tumn,  wou ld  secm to  bc
paftly lesi(lel]t during thosc scasons as evidenced
b) thc retrap data. The high retrap rate in
sul'nmcr and autumn appears to be associated
\\,rtn a tcmporaly flush in food supply in the form
of orcharcl fruits. plus fr.eely avaiia-bie food in the
baitctl t laps rvhich help to olTsct t lte autunl|l
\h i , r lagc \ .  _ f l rc  ear ' l i cs t  appearancc  o f  juvcn i le
Lr l r ( l \  \  i \  5 ( : r l cn tbcr  and numhcr r  bu i l t  up  to  a
Inilxlnl,.ri l l  i I . lanLlary. By Autumn thc juvenilcs,
l-. lndccl carlier, had nlostly disappearcd and so
t:f9 n.9! responsiblc for the high rerrap rare.
LiCdy ( 1966) foun(l rhat in April and May Silver-
cycs \\ 'cre nlgratlng northwards and many bircls

passed through his arca at that t imc. Battam
( l -nne and Bat tam l97 l )  records  s imi la r  events .
1-lris :;tucly also found that autumn bandcd birds
secmeJ to  bc  l r rge ly  b i l t l s  9 f  p3"5 ;1g .  o I  m igrun ls .'fhese 

birds \.vere retrappcd mainly during autumn
lrhcn Lccovery figurcs rose sharply from 3.6 to
22.7 per cent of the autumn bancled birds
(Tab lc  4 ) .  L ikc  L iddy  (1966) ,  who found l i t t lg
or no compclsating data for thc return south-
wards of thc migrants, I also found no upsurge
in nunrbcrs at othcr seasons whicl.r might balance
the  au tumn data .  Poss ib ly  the  au tumn b i rds  rc -
turncd titrough thc lranding area over a longer
period. so lcsscning thc ccncentration of nuntbers
and d isgu is ing  the  movcmcnt .  Cou ld  i t  bc  tha t
Silvereyc movemcnts follow a circular pattern,
thereforc no 'return' f l ight takes place?

Silvereyes banded in the winter months pro-
ducecl a more even rccovery rate throughout the
year and werc thus probably largely the resident
bircls of the area.

' lhe  
record ing  o f  p lumagc pa t te rns  was no t

whoily successful because of the relativcly poor
repeatabil ity of the rccording. I fecl, therefore,
that some form of standardised colour refcrcnce
rs neccssary for rcliablc and uniform recording
by ali pcrsons examining colour changes. In thc
past other bandcls have also found the nccd for
a standard chart of colours (Lane 1966, Robert-
son I 971 , 19'12) . The 'Naturalist 's Colour Guide'
by F. B. Smithc, which became availablc since
the fieldrvork for this study was completcd, may
very wcll f l l l  that need. What changes were
detccted wcre probably attributable to moult and
a-ge, espccially in one clcar case whcrc a juvenile
bircl underwcnt a 3 point change within 2 months.
Two 'Tasmanian' 

typc birds have been describcd
.ind werc the only indication that anothcr race
o l 'b l rds  cou lc l  occas iona l l y  bc  found in  the  area .
The birds' plumage pattern was identical to the'Tasmanian ' type  photographed by  Lane (Rober !
son I97 i ) .  Walker  (1962)  ga ined the  imprcss ion
tha t  " fasmanian '  

t ypcs 'a re-Lcav ie r  and b igger  in
appearance than all other Silvereyes', although
ucighing (Walkcr 1964) disclosed 'an apparent
diflcrence in boCy weight of only tcn pcr cent,.
McKcan ( i965)  a lso  found tha t  'Tasmanian '
(type) Sih'cr-eycs were heavier than Canberra or
S l t l n c y  S i l v c r c y c s .  L n l o f l u n i l e l y  I  h c d  n o  e q u i p -
m e n t  l o f  . u c h  \ e i g h l  a n a i l s i s .  N o n c r h c l e s s ,  t h i s
rccord of 'Tasmanian' type birds on Kangaroo
Island presumably extends the prcviously known
wintcr range ol Zosterops l.terali.t lateralis, the

49
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TABLE 6
Details of older Silvereyes.

BandNumber Date Banded
Datelast Numberofdays ElapsedTime
Retrapped Retrapped (Years) (Months)

0l l -91748
ot2-t2620
0r2-12650
012-29003
ot2-29328
ot2-37677
012-379.18

1l Mar.66
l0Oct.67
23Nov.67
14Sept.68
6Apr.69
27 Jan,1l
12Apr.7l

15 Dec.74
16 Apr.77
13Apr.75
9Apr.76
29Nov.75
20May.78
26Mar.78

8 - 9
9 - 6

6 - 7

6 -  l l

5
l 1
3

1 l :
96
5

nominate race (Mees 1974), bcyond Adelaide. It
is assumed that the 'Tasmanian' type birds may
have made the crossing from the mainland. Much
has been written in the past regarcling the north-
ward or southward coastal movemenl of Silver-
eyes between Tasmania and south-east Queens-
land (Liddy 1966, Lane and Battam 1971,
Robcr tson 1971,  Lane 1972b,  Mees 1974) ,  bu t  I
f ind few records of a westward movement
(Hitchcock 1966, Mees 1914). Lane (1972b)
records the arrival ol 'Tasmanian' type Silvereyes
in the Sydncy district in the month of May and
this is consistent with my record. Both Kangaroo
lsland and Sydney are approximately equidistant
from the assumed landfall of birds arriving on
the  main land f rom Tasmania .  Cou ld  the 'Tas-
manian'type Silvereye havc a very set migration
pattern which might explain why it is seldom,
if ever. noted in some areas'! Lane (1972b)
rccordcd 63 per cent 'Tasmanian' type Silvereyes
at Lane Cove in the winter of 1965 whilc at Five
Dock, only 5 km distant, Swanson (Lane 1972b)
found only 1.6 per cent 'Tasmanian' type birds
for the same pcriod.

Thc mainland bandcd birds that I handled did
not appcar to be distinguishable lrom other birds
frequenting Kangaroo Island. Thus there would
not appear to be a 'Kangaroo Island' type Silvcr-
cyc distinguishable by colour or size, from a
'Mainland' type bird, unlike thc situation in
eastern Australia. whete sevetal well defined
geographical types regularly appear (Walker
1962, 1964). While some birds appear to be, in
all probabil ity, permanent residents (Table 2),
other groups (Table 3) take up residcnce only
in certain seasons and then move on, reappearlng
during the same seasons in subsequent years.
Lanc (1972a) and Swanson and Bradley (Lane
1972a), experienced a similar activity in popu-
lations of Silvereyes in New South Wales.

Tablc 4 denotes the rctrap numbcrs for any
season, of Silvcrcycs banded in thal or any othcr
scason. Given the dearth of numbers of birds at
the bancling station in winter and spring, it
would scem tlrat most Silvcreycs dispcrse from
the area or evcn perhaps from Kangaroo Islancl,
during those seasons and so arc no longcr avail-
ablc for trapping.

Some upper l imits of l i fcspan that may bc cx-
pected within a Silvcrcye population are indicated
in 

'fablc 
6. Many ycars of continual cflort are

requircd to recapturc the largc numbcrs of birds
neided lFigure 2) to detcct the long lived indiv-
iduals. some of which may make up the sedentary

Figure 2. s/ve,'cle longcfil!, as indicoted b! last re-
coveries ol birds.
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popu ia t io r .  I  lound,  as  d id  Lane (1972b) ,  tha t
the numbcrs of Silvereyes present tenclcd to vary
considerabiy from year to year. In particular large
numbcrs \vcre present during )970 to 1972.

I fountl trapping to be much more effective
than mist-netting. Birds rapidly become net shy
ancl avoid ncts, wlrereas they cnter traps readily
and rcpeatedly and givc a more accurate indi-
cirt ion of birds present in the area.
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Hull ,  C. (1986). The diet of
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the Wedgc-tailed Ea8le,
Melbourne. Corella l0'.

Arthur cwynn,
40 Golfers Parade,

Pymble, N.S.W. 2073

THE DfET OF WEDGE-TAILED EAGLES Aquilla audax

In Cindy Hull 's recent article (Hull 1986) on
this subject, based on a study of pellets and other
prey remains at nest sites and roosting trees, I
noted a l ist of species not previously recorded in
the Wedge-tailed Eagles' diet. These species in-
cluded the Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopica.
Thc fo)lowing observations, as recorded in my
diary, may therefore be of interest.

On 6 April 1980, i was motoring near yuckan-
dandah, Victoria, when I saw two Wedge-tailed
Eag le ,  on  rhe  grur rn tJ .  onc  . rand ing  on  ts t rugg-

ling Sacred Ibis while the other looked on. When
disturbed, the attacking cagle backed-off and the
ibis got to its lcct and staggered to the shelter of
some nearby rushes. Ihc aagles then flew up into
a tall adjacent eucalypt, wherg a number of
ravens had gathered. We then left the scenc.


