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Magpies Similar to the White-Backed Magpie in Inland

Western Australia
A N D R E W  B L A (  K  a n d  J U L I A N  F O R D

Three temales and one male ol Gymnothina recenlly col lected near Wjluna. Western

Austral ia. are describecl.  Two females are exactly l ike the White-backed N4agpie G hypo-

leuca leuconola. The other specimens are possibly hybrids bel '" !een the Black_backed

Magpie G. t ibicen longitostr is and the Western Magpie G. dorsa/is, hybrids between

longitoslt is and teuconota or hybrids between al l  three lorms. The presence oI leucanala

o( paft ly lcuconola phenotypes may be caused by escaped pets inlroduced by pastoral lsts

in mrcl-Western Austral ia or 6y leuconota having a range that extends westwards from

Eyre  Pen insu la  t h rough  the  Nu l l a rbo r  P la i n  anc l  G rea t  V i c to ra  Dese r t  A l l e rna l l ve l y ,  some

hybrids betwen longiroslr is and dolsa/ls resenlble /eucorola

Scrvqr t )  un( l  Whi t tc l l  (  1976)  l i s te  d  on ly  two
taxa o f  thc  magp ic  genus  Oymn<n 'h ino  fo r
Wcstc fn  Aus t ra l ia :  thc  Western  Magp ic  C.
r/onr.r/ is ancl thc \\ 'c\tcrn or long-bil lcd form ol'
t lrc Black-buckctl Magpie G. tibi&n bngit(,stris.
Tlrcl gavc thc distribution of dorsalis as gencrall-v
nor lh  to  thc  n lu lga-cuca lyp t  l inc  and sparsc ly
bc1 'ond i t  and eas t  to  about  Euc la  near  thc
hor ( lc r  bc t \ \ccn  South  Aus t ra l ia  and Wcstc rn
Australia: that ol lonKiroslri.s as south to Onslow
iLnc l  the  mic l t l l c  Gasco-vnc  and (p rcsumablv )  eas t
1o  lhc  Wrrbur ton  Rangc and thc  ( ; rea t  V ic lo r ia
l )cscr '1 .  I lo \ !c \c r .  magp ics  occur  th roughout
nr i ( l - \ \ ' cs tc fn  Aus t ra l ia  (Ford  1969.  l97 l ) ,  s t r
p rc .unr lh lv  ,1 , ' r ' r ,1 i '  u r t r l  / , ,n r ' l t , , r t r i . '  J r ,J  in
cont rc t .  L ikcwi \c  on  thc  Nu l la rbor  P la in .
r/o|sa1is possibly nrcct\ thc White-backctl Magpie
(i. l ttpolcuta lcuconot<r which ranges through-
( )u1  c ( ) i l s l r l  sou th-eas tc f r l  Aus t ra l ia  westwards  to
thc  c ( lgc  o f  thc  Nu l la rbor  P la in  (B lack  1975) .
l l ccausc  f t ' l tono tn  cx tcnc ls  c lose  to  the  Nu l la rbor
P lu in .  t ib i tu r  b rccd \  sou th  to  thc  B i rksgate
llangc (l"orcl. pcrs. obs.) antl r/oisalis ranges
gcncra l l r  Dor th \ \a td \  to  the  n ' r  u  lga-c  uca lyp t  l inc ,
n ragp ics  tha t  occur  in  thc  Crca t  V ic to l ia  Dcscr t
cou lc l  bc  e i thc l  taxon or  a  hybr id  fo rm.  Hybr id i -
zalion hct\\ccn r/orrzrl l.r antl 1or{,irorl, is and
bct\yccn /(r-!(// ir a:t(l lcu()n()ta has not bccn
rc  po I tc ( r .

Spcc ics  l in r i t s  i t  C)y t t tn t t l t in t t  havc  no t  bccn
a( lcquatc ly  ( l c tc rminc( I .  Amadon (  l95 l  ) .  who
. u r r i r . l  , r u t  t l t (  I J i t  m i l t ( ' r  t u \ , ) n , ) m i (  r \ ' \ i ( $ .
fccognizcd t\\o spccies. t ibi(cn an(l lttpolcua
(thc latcr including ./or.!a/lr) but (lampbel)

( l 9 2 l l ) .  ( a r r i c k  ( 1 9 6 . . 1 )  a n i l  R o w l c y  i ( 1 9 7 5 )
acccpted r.ior'.r?1i.! as specil lcall-v distinct, whereas
Schoc ldc  (1975)  conrb incd  a i l  taxa .  Thc  Nc$ '
Guincan 1\4agpic (i. pupuuna has bccn all ied
with ri irfur,ir ( Anrdon I 95 I ) but it is vcry
d is t inc t iVc  comparec l  $ i th  Aus t la l ian  fo rms.
(  l r i r I l r .  h c f o r c  l h c  t t u m h t r  ( ) f  . n c c i c i  i .  u n -
cqu ivoca l l y  reso l red .  thc  na turc  o f  i t l t c rac t ions
at zoncs ol sccontlarl '  col'!tact ncc(l thorough
invcs t iga t ion .  l ' h is  has  on l l '  bccn  accompl ishc t l
Ior t lrc contact bctwccn /l/t l( c/? ar(l l(u(mol(
i11  r lo r thcrn  V ic to r ia  wherc  Bur ton  an( l  Mar t i l l
(1976)  dcmonst ra tc ( l  cx icns ivc  hvbr i ( l i za t ion  bu t
thc i r  conc lus io r t  tha t  thc  1wo taxa  had produced
a 4tnc ol otcrlop and hylnidiTation rathcr than
a lt jhrit l  zort<' (scc Short l()(r9 antl Fortl 197'l
[o r  cxp lanat ion  o f  thcsc  tc fms)  in t l i ca tc t l  son le
unccr ta in ty  as  1o  \ \ 'hc thcr  t l le  fo rn ts  wc t ' c  spcc ics
r r r  subspec ics-  Horvcvc t - .  Hughcs  (  l9 l l2 )  suggcs tcd
Ih.\l t ihic(n an(l ltu()t|olu rvcrc nrcrcly morphs
bccausc  thc i r  d i lTc tc t rce  i r l  back  co lo ra t io l l  can
bc  cxp la inec l  h ] -  a  s ! \ t cn  o f  un l inked gcr le  loc i ,
cach $ ' i th  a l l c lcs  coc l ing  l i r r  b lack  ( thc  dont inant
t ra i t )  and wh i tc .  Here  \ \ ' c  rcpor l  on  four  sPcc i -
n lens  lcccn t ly  co l l cc tcd  near  Wi luna (26  l5 'S . .
120 l4 'h . . )  bccausc  thcy  ind ica tc  thc  p resencc
of  (a )  \onc  ind i i , i t l ua ls  rescmbl ing  la t ru tno ta
and (b )  morpho log ica l  in tc rmct l ia tcs  bc iwccn
tkt.rolis, longirostris ancl possibly lcu<orutta tn
in land Wcstc rn  Aus t ra l ia .

Morphological Characteris(ics of Tax

l .  \ \h i t c -backed Magp ic  (a )  h t 'p< t lcu tu  o f'I-asnranitr 
attl \b) lcuLoruttd ol x)uLh-eastcrn
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Aust ra l ia  Thc  Tasnran ian  fo rm is  thc  sna l l cs t
taxon in  bodv  s izc  and in  b i l l  l cng th .  Thc  main-
land fo rn t  i \  thc  la rges t  o f  a l l  taxa  in  boc ty  s ize
but  l ras  i l  b i l l  o f  n to t l c ra tc  l cng th .  lhc  immature
do lsa l  pa t lc rn  i s  Ic ta incc l  in  adu i t  femalcs ,  the
back  f ronr  thc  napc  to  thc  rump be ing  grey :
qach fca thcr  i s  pa lc  g rcy  w i th  a  cent ra l  dark
\ t rc i l k  and somct imes w i th  wh i tc  t ips .  The ta i l
i s  u  h i tc  w i th  a  modera tc ly  rv idc  tc rmi r ra l  b lack
band:  on  thc  ou tc r  vanc  o f  thc  ou tc rmost  rcc t r i x
b lack  cx tcnds  fo r  a lmost  thc  fu l l  leng th .  The
back  is  cn t i rc ly  $ 'h i tc  in  maturc  ma lcs .

N ' l casurcn tcn ts  o f  w ing ,  ta i l ,  cu lmcn anc l  l cng th
o f  b i l l  a rc  shorvn  in  Tab le  l .

2. \Vcstcrn Magpic dor'.rrr1ls of south-westcrn
Aust ra l ia .  Th is  i s  a lso  a  la rgc  fo rm,  a rerag ing
on lv  s l igh t lv  l css  than leu( )no lu  in  bo t lv  s ize
; r r r . l  r l i g h t l r  n r , , r (  i n  b i l l  l c n g r h .  A t l u l r  n r a l c s
havc  I  purc  uh i tc  back  and are  inc l i s t ingu ishab lc
in thc field from thosc of leutrtnote. Adrlt
l cmalcs  huvc  a  da Ik  back  wh ich  cx tcnds  f rom
thc  I lapc  to  thc  rump;  cach back  fea ther  i s
b luck .  b lack ish  or  vc ry  dark  g rey  and may bc
l ippcd \ \h i te .  Thc  genera l  appeatancc  o f  the
adu l t  lemale  is  s im i la r  to  tha t  o f  l cu( )no ta  bu t
i t s  t lo rsa l  f ca thcrs  ha \c  morc  p igment .  Thc
co lo ra t ion  o f  thc  ta i l  i s  s in r i la r  to  tha t  o f

TABLE I
M c r s u r c n r c n l \  ( m m )  o l  \ i n g ,  t a i l ,  c l r l m e n  a n d  $ i d t h  o f  b i  f o r  t i ! c  f o r m s  o i  ( ; r  n o r l r / r ( l .

l euu tno la ,  though thc  amount  o f  b lack  on  thc
outc r  !anc  o f  t l ' re  ou ter -most  rcc l r i x  i s  morc
variablc. Thclc is sontc cvidcnce that dorsalis
c l i lTers  f rom o ther  fo rms in  behav iour  ( ( 'a r l i ck
196- l :  l {ow lcy  1975)  and in  s ize  and co lo ra t ion
of  cggs  (Scr !cnrv  and Whi t tc l l  1976) .

-1. tslack-backed Magpie /lbl(r,n of inland
South  Aus t ra l ia ,  no f thcrn  V ic to r ia  and most  o f
Ncrv  South  Walcs  and Queens land.  In  body  s ize
nominatc /ibl( 'cn averaSes slightly sma)lcr than
lcut<tnottt and may decrease clinally from south
kr  nor th  (c f .  Amadon l95 l ) .  The co lo ra t ion
of its tail is similar to that of l?utttnota. At all
agcs  thc  wh i te  o r  g rcv  back  is  c rossed by  a
broad. well-definccl pure black band; adult males
havc  no  grcy  on  the  dorsunt  and have a  pu lc
wh i tc  napc  and rump bu1 adu l t  f cmales  rc ta in
the  juven i l c  charac ter is t i c  o f  g rcy  on  the  Iowc l
napc ancf uppcr rump. The bil l  length of t ibicen
avcragcs sligfrt lv lcsi t lran that of leuconota
but  therc  i s  much ovcr lap .

4. Black-backed Magpie lon,qiro.rr|,J of north-
wc\tenr Australia. -fhis 

form is similar Io tibi&'n
in  body  s izc  bu t  i t s  b i l l  averases  much more
in  length  than those o l  o thcr  ma in land lo rms
cxccpt pcrhaps dorsalis. lts coloration is gcnc-
rally similar 1() that of t ibircn brt thc width

Sex

e

Wing Tir i l  Culmen I)cpth of 1] i l l

Tas
Tas
SA

SA

Qtd
A('T
Qtd
AC'T
NWA &  NNT

NWA &  NNT
CA
SNG
SNG

215-255

263,28.1
252-100
2t1-2',72
2ll-282
25 t -2',7 5
2.1't-26:l
228-265
252-282
2.r0-25 r
250-282
225 258
211-265
232-250
210-25 |
2.]0-255

228

129- I  l : l

I :16- r 5:l
l 17 , l 6 .+
129 -165
l  l 5 -  164
126- I  l ,+
t.r t-  l ,+.1
l 2 l J - l , t l
1 .14- t6t{
125 -155
l - t 8 " l 6 l
t 27 - t  53
126-1,+.1
123- |  17
1 2 5 -  | ] 7
l 2  t - I ] 0
l 2 l  -  I  l . t

N-n

| 8-22

ga.s
19-2t.5

t't.5-20

17 .5 -  t 8 .5

I  v-zr.s
18.5-20 .5
r 8.5-20
l 9

21.5-21
21.5-22.5

4-s,50
4l

50-60
.15-59.5
.{7-55
,l  +-61
54 62
50-61
.+9-57
17 -5'l
,13-56
,+.1-57
55-61
55 ,61
.19-58
5 t - 5 5
61  68
61,62

S\\rA South Wcstcrn Austral ia
NWA & NNT North Wcslern Auslral ia and Norlh Northcrn Austral i i r
(  A ( 'entral Au\tral ia
SN(i - Soulh \. .c\!  Cuinca
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of thc black dofsul bancl is variablc (sce dis-
cuss ion  on  hvbr id iza t ion) .  i t s  th ighs  arc  wh i te
ra ther  than b lack  as  in  o thcr  ma in land fo rms
and thc  b lack  tc rn ina l  band on  thc  ta i l  ex tends
t )n l !  moJeru tc l r  a l  r lg  11 ' t "  ( ,u tc rmus l  rcc l r i \ .

5. Ncn (iuincan Magpic papttana of coastal
lorvlancls of \outh-\\ 'cstern Papua and soutlt-
cas tc l  n  I r ian  . la .va .  Adu l t  ma les  havc  a  wh i tc
back  u i th  a  vc rv  nar row hand o f  h lack  on  thc
nrant lc .  In  adu l t  f cmales ,  the  r ]ape is  nar rowly
wh i tc .  thc  rump is  wh i tc  w i th  somc wh i te  t ipped
fca thers .  and thc  back  is  b lack  \ \ ' i th  somc prox i -
n la l  g rcy  and tc rn ] ina l  $ 'h i te  on  thc  fca thcrs
cxccpt  across  thc  midc l l c  o f  thc  back .  Thc
th ighs  are  $ ,h i tc .  Immaturc  males  resemblc  thc
a i lu l t  l cmalc  o r  thc  napc  and back  bu t  a tc
grcy .  \oo t !  g rcy  o r  g rcy  w i th  wh i te  spcck les  on
thc  run ' rp .  Th is  lo rn r  i s  cas i l y  c l i s t ingu ished f ronr
o lhcr  fo rms b-v  i t s  ver l '  l a rgc  b i l l .  the  upper  cdge
of  rvh ich  is  s t rong lv  c lecurvcc l .

On lv  r rne  charac tc r  nay  bc  uscc l  in  the  f i c ld
to  d is t ingu ish  be t rvccn  nra i t r land  b lack-backet l
and \ \ 'h i t c -backcd taxa :  the  prescncc  or  absencc
of a rvcll i lcfinccl black bantl on thc back (which
s l rou ld  no t  bc  confusc t l  \ \ ' i th  the  more  cx tens lve
b lack  or  b lack  an( l  wh i tc  on  the  back  o f  juvcn i l cs

an( f  adu l t  f cnra lcs  o f  t lo rsa l i s \ .

Dcpigmentation }1ith Age

l l )  r l l  t , ' rn r \  n l  ( ; \ ' nn , ' , l t i nL ! .  inc rcas ing  ugc  is
rccon'rpanicd bv incrcasing rvhitcncss in parts of
rhe  p lun ]agc  and rv i th  pa l ing  o f  thc  b i l l .  

' the

b l u i k  t c r n r i r r a l  l u i l - h r n ( l  h ( c r r n r ! r  n u r r r r u c r  i n
ho th  scxes  bu t  in  n ra les  the  shaf ts  o f  thc  ta i l
fcathcrs hcconrc narro\\ ' l ,v black and in old
malcs .  purc  u l ' r i t c  (Rob inson 195( r ;  B lack  pcrs .
obs .  ) .  Thc  grc l -  o r  t la rk  back  o f  immalures
bccomcs pa lc r  in  adu l t  f cmalcs  and cn t i rc ly
tvhite in a(lult nralcs of 1.r(?)r1oIa at\d dotsolis.
Dcp igmenta t ion  is  most  s t r i k ing  in  dorsa l i s
bccausc  i t s  ju rcn i l cs  havc  very  dark  g rey  or
b lack ish  lea thc ls  on  thc  back  bu t .  ncvcr thc lcss ,
thc  c l ' rangc  to  wh i tc  i11  malcs  i s  qu i tc  s im i la r
to  tha t  in  o thcr  fo rms.  tak ing  four  ycars  (Rob in-
son 195( r ) .

' I  hc  p r r rcess  o l  dep iSnrcn ta t io r  on  matL l ra t ion
led  Stor r  (19( r7 ) .  Mees (1964)  and Parkcr
(196( r )  to  5uggcs t  lha t  b lack-backc t l  magp ics
nr i .eh t  bccr rn rc  $h i tc -backcd in  advanccd age.
Howcrcr .  t l ' r c  dorsa l  b lack  band on  thc  b i l ck  i l l
r c lu l t  n ra lcs  o l  t ih i t tn  i \  a  pcrmal rcn t  fca ture

Similar to the White backed Magpie CoreL la  6  (5 )

and thcrc is t 'ro cviclcncc that it becomes
nar rower  o r  l c \s  p igmcn lc ( I .  S tor r  (1967)  and
Parker  (1969)  suggcs ted  tha t  ma lcs  $ i th  pure
rvh i tc  backs  in  ccn t ra l  Aus t ra l la  may be  o ld
t i l2 i (cn  n ]a les .  From ccn i ra l  Aus t ra l la  we
cxaminec l  two fcmalc  spcc imens w i th  pa lc  g rcy
backs as i i purc leuLorutl(? (tl ' lc same two
rcpo! ' t cd  o r  b -v  Parkcr  1969) ;  wc  a lso  s tud ied
a rangc of malcs and fenlales of t ihi.cn, con-
firnring that the wiclth ol the purc black band
is  comparab lc  i t r  bo th  scxcs  a t  any  agc .  The
rkr rsu l  a reas  tha t  becomc wh i tc  in  adu l t  ma les
<tl t ihi<an corrcsponcl to thosc that arc grcy In
adu l t  lemalcs .  Thc  change f rom b lack  to
complc tc ly  wh i tc  on  thc  back  w i th  agc  apparent -
ly occurs in malcs of only 1.)i-J4l1.1 tnd papu(tna.

Morphological ( 'haractcristics of Hybrids

Bur ton  and Mar t in  (1976)  s tud icd  thc  in te r -
aclion bctween tihi(cn and l(u(onoto in south-
ca \ te rn  ALrs t ra l iu .  Thcy  rccogn iscd  hybr ids  by
thc pfcscncc of a black back-bancl of retluccd
rviclth anci magpics wcre scorecl with a hybrid
indcx scalc ranging fron H0 (nurc white-backcd
b i rds)  to  H5 (purc  b lack-backcc l  b i rds) ;  H l
hvbrids hacl a partial band, H2 a vcry narrorv
b i rnd .  H3 a  nar row band and H4 a  band o f
nrodera tc  w id th  and o f tcn  asymmct r ic  shape

In  most  o thcr  a lcas  \ !hc re  ( l i s t inc t i vc  fo rms
mcet .  obscrva t ions  arc  fc \ \ ' .  In  thc  Nor thern
'l 'erri lorl, 

birds irrtcrnlcdiatc in bo(l) ' sizc. bil l
l eng th  and th igh  co lo ra t ion  (g rcy  o r  mot t l cd)
bctwccn lihicen anrl longiroslris havc been
co l lcc tcd  (B lack ,  pcrs .  obs . ) .  In  ccn t la l  Aus t ra l ia
thcrc  i s  a  popu la t ion  o f  magp ics  tha t  inc ludes
malcs  and fcmalcs  ind is t ingu ishab lc  in  co lo ra t ion
fr<tn lcuc<tnota as wcll as black-backed indivi-
dua ls  bu t  the  b lack  band on  thc  back  is  usua l ly
grca t ly  fcc luccd  in  rv ic l th  ( (bndr )n  I95 l ) .  In
th is  popu la t ion .  thc  b i l l  i s  in tc rnred ia tc  in  length
bctwccn the bil ls of longilortl is anLl lcrtutnota,
the  th ighs  arc  b lack  or  mot t l cd  and the  ta i l
pa t tc r -n  i \  r 'a r iab le .  Poss ib ly  thc  var ia t ion  in
ccn t ra l  Aus t ra l ian  b i rds  has  bccn causcd by
h lack-backed b i rds  inva t l ing  th r :  rangc  o f  an
isolatccl population of \\ 'hitc-b.rcked birds: for,
I ih i (en  n \ay  have evo lvcd  in  nor thcrn  Aus t ra l ia
i lnd  cxpandcd southwdrds .

In tc rmcd ia tcs  be tween do isa l l s  and fo rms
cont iguous  w i th  i t  ha \c  no t  h i ther to  been
c lcscr ibcd .  Ho\ \ ' cvcr .  B lack  (  1975)  suggcs tcd
tha l  some |cmalcs  on  t l t c  sou thqrn  cdge o f  the



December .  1982 A. Black & J. Fofdr Magpies Similar 1o the White-backed l \4agpie 117

Nul la rbor  P la in  appcarcd  to  bc  dark  g rcy  ins tcad
of  c i thc r  b lack ish  (as  tn  dorsa l i s \  o r  pa le  g rcy
(as  in  ku tc t ru  u \  on  thc  back .

Descripti0n of Specimens

WAM A13999.  Fcnra lc  w i th  sn la l l  gonads and
fu l l y  pneunra t iscd  sku l l ,  co l l cc tcd  by  J .  R .  Ford
ncar  Mount  Br_vaD.  about  85  km south  o f
\ \ ' i l una  on  l6  . lu ly  I975.  Wing 227,  ta i l  124 ,
cu ln ]cn  lcng th  5 - .1  and b i l l  dcp th  a t  basc  l9  mm.
Un( lc rpar ts  csscnt ia l l y  c la rk  g rcy  ( fca thers
b lack ish  l ippcd grc )  ) .  th roa t  s l igh t ly  b rown.
th ighs  b luck ish .  buck  ( lo rvc t  napc  to  rump)  pa lc
grcy  w i th  l ca thcr  shaf ts  showing a  wc l l  c lc f incd
yc t  na l row b lack  s t rcak .  an t l  b i l l  cn t i rc ly
b lack ish  Thc  grc ,v -b lack  undcrpar ts  and non-
u  l r i t r : r r e . i  h i l l  i r t r l i c l t c  t h r t  t l r c  s p c c i n t c n  i .
in rn lu tu lc ,  p rcsunrab l_v  jus t  unc lc r  onc  ycar  o lc l :
thc  pneun la t i scd  sku l l  m igh t  suggc l t  a  two ycar
o l t l  inc l i v ic lua l  bu t  the  a l l  b lack  b i l l  docs  no t
suppo[ t  th is .  Thc  pa lc  g rcy  dorsa l  p lumagc o f

b i rd  o f  th is  age and scx  is  qu i te  charac ter is t i c
\tf leu.()n(rta but not /(rr?.{iir-ojtris antl dorsali.t
wh ich  sccnr  n rorc  l i kc lv  on  gcoeraph ica l  g rounds.

( 'S IRO 196. t6 .  Adu l t  ma le  $ , i th  tes tes  l6  x  9
anc l  l ( r  x  l0  an t l  fu l l y  pncumat iscd  sku l l  co l lec te t l
by  R.  Schot l i le  about  20km cas t -south-eas t  o f
Wi lu r ru  on  l0  C)c tobcr  I977.  Wing 251,  ta i l  126 ,
cu ln rcn  lcng th  58  and b i l l  dcp th  a t  base 20  mn] .
TItc underparts arc gloss_v black ancl the back
is  purc  \uh i tc  cxccpt  fo r  onc  fca thcr  on  the
uppcr  back  wh ich  is  b lack  and.  on  thc  te rn ' t ina l
ha l f .  wh i tc .  Th is  fca thcr  docs  no t  necessar i l y
suggcsf h)'bridization bctwcen drtrsalis antl longi-
rosli ' is bccausc it is l ikc two to four vear old
n t a l c r  u l  r , / r l r u l r r , , n  l h c  b a e k .  T h e  b i l l  i .  w h i r i s h
on thc  busa l  70%r  and b lack ish  t ipped;  the  th ighs
irrc pure rlhitc. Juclged on dorsal coloration and
bi)l length, this specimen appcars to bc dorsalis
bu t  thc  purc  wh i tc  th ighs  are  c l ' ta rac tc r is t i c  o f

( 'S IRO 19651.  Ac lu l t  female  w i th  gonads 2 .0
anc l  0 .5  n rm long,  co l l cc tcd  bv  .1 .  McKcan about
l5km south-cas t  o l  Wi luna on  l l  Oc tobcr
l9?7.  Wing 246.  la i l  12 ,1 .  cu lmcn length  54  and
b i l l  dcp th  a t  basc  19 .5  mm.  The pure  b lack
undcrpa. t \  and bonc  co loured ( fo r  70%r) ,  b lack-
t ippcd b i l l  con t i rn ' r  tha t  th is  fena le  i s  adu l t .  I t s
ik r rsa l  p lunrage is  rc11 ,  uurn  bu t  thc  uppcr -back

is palc grcy, napc and lou,cr back white and
runrp gre_vish: i1s thighs are black except for
grcy ish  t ips  on  some fea thcrs .  Th is  l cmale  a lso
has a dorsal pattcrn as in ler.iconola. lnteres!
ing ly ,  i t  u 'as  w i th  a  b road ly  b lack-backed malc .

CSIRO 19703, Adult fenrale collected by
R.  Schot lc lc  about  20  km west  o f  Wi luna on
l8  Octobcr  1977 in  cuca lyp t  wood land a long a
creck .  Wing 245,  ta i l  I29 ,  cu lmcn lcng th  54
and b i l l  dcp th  a t  base 20mm.  The underpar ts
are black, the basal l io%r of thc bil l  is bonc
co loured and the  ta i l  sha f ts  havc  some wh i ten-
ing ,  an  uncommon occur [cncc  in  fcmales ,  so  i t
i s  p robab ly  vc ry  o ld .  l t s  dorsa l  co lo ra t ion  is
un ique among spcc imcns secn by  us .  Most  back
fca thcrs  a rc  g rcy  rv i th  a  dark  ccn t ra l  s t rcak  as
is normal fot lau<<tnota but somc on thc lowcr
back  havc  s l igh t lv  morc  b lack  ac l jacent  to  the
shaf t :  uc lc l i t iona l l y ,  thc  upper  back  s l ' rows a
la t l le r  i r regu la f  pa f l ia l  b lack  band,  such as
occurs in hvbrids of laucrttt<la utLl t ibitcn alntl
would bc cxpcctcd in hybrii ls bctwccn dorsclls
and bngirc:itt is. Thercfore, its gcncral coloration
and s izc  suggcs ts  tha t  i t  i s  an  in tc rmed ia te
bctu,ccn r/ol,ralrlr utLl longintst or possibly
betwccn /sa(.)[/)ta an(l bngirc.\/ra but thc
s l igh t ly  b lackcned lower  back  suggests  tha t
r/orralir genes havc contlibutccl to its coloration.

In  summary .  the  f i rs t  and th i rd  spcc imens
show plunragcs typical of l(uconota femalcs;-
they do not corrcspond to dorsalis which is
never  Pa lc  g rey  on  the  dorsum though some
females  havc  backs  tha t  a rc  no t  en t i re ly  b lack .
A lLhough thesc  spcc imcns migh t  be  hybr ids
betwecn drrrsall and k,ngirostis thcy are quite
indistinguishablc front leutttnota fcmales in all
respccts. Howevcr. becausc hybridization between
clorsalis antl longintstris has not been studied,
possibly sonrc hybricls rcscmblc leuutnota. The
th i rd  spcc imcn \ \ 'as  apparent ly  n ra tcd  to  a
normal black-backed male of /ongi|oit l ls. The
sccond spec imen is  a  ma le  w i th  a  wh i tc  back
but it has whitc thighs as in /on.q,iroslrlr and,
thcre fore ,  i s  poss ib l_v  a  hybr id  bc twcen e i ther
tktsali.s and longirostris or l.'u()t1()to and longi-
ros l r i s . ' l ' he  four th  spec imcn is  p robah ly  a  hvbr id
judg ing  by  i t s  par t ia l  b lack  do lsa l  band and i t s
fca thers  on  the  lowcr  back  hav ing  nore  b lack
tl lan in leuconot.t and /ongirortri.r i i t could havc
rcsultcd fronr a cros\ bctween dorsolis and.
Irtngirostris or bctwccn dorolis, !euon()ta an(l
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If inilccd lctttrnota is involvecl in thc produc-
i ion  o f  these s t langc  phenot .vpcs ,  i t  must  range
\ \es t$ 'a rds  f rom SOuth  Aus t ra l ia  th rough the
Great  V ic to r ia  I )csc l t .  Whi tc -backed malcs  have
bcen obscrvcd  in  thc  ( i rca t  V ic to r ia  Deser t ,
\ \ ' cs tc rn  Au\ t ra l ia  (ForcJ  pers .  obs . ) ,  bu t  they
nright ha\c bccn drrrsolls. Howcver, Scrventy
and wh i t tc l l  (1976)  an( l  Mc( i ) l l  (1929)  repor tcd
lhat white-backe(l magpics (' l  leucrtnota) wcre
re leased by  pas tora l i s ls  i t l  n ] id -Wcstc rn  Aus t la l ia
and about  thc  Hampton Escarpnent ,  sou th-
\cs tc rn  Nu l la rbor  P la in ,  so  poss ib ly  thoc  b i rds
harc  n ru l t ip l i c t l  and  in te rbrcd  w i th  loca l  magp ies .
Thc  s i tua t ion  in  in lan t l  cen t ra l  Westc rn  Aus t ra l ia
appcar i  to  be  s in r i la r  to  tha t  in  ccn t ra l  Aus t ra l ia
(c f .  Pa lkcr  1969) .  Hughcs  and Mathcr  (1980)
ha\ ' c  u lso  rcpo[ tcd  t l rc  occu l rence o l  par t l y
b lack-backc t l  n ragp ies  w i th in  thc  rangc  o t  I ib i .en
in  South-ca \ tc rn  Quccns lanc l  anc l  in  thc  r ro r thern

n J r t  r ' l  t l r (  N r ' f t l t c l  t t  l - c r r i t , , r r

( onclusiotls

Spcc imcns o f  fcn la lc  magp ies  w i th  a  pa lc
grcy  back  f rom in land Wcstc rn  Aus t ra l ia
suggcs t  thc  poss ib i l i t ) ,  o f  thc  Whi te -backed
Mrgp ie  t ( i .  l t \ l \ ' l . t t ( . r  l t t k t tn t )1 .1 t  a .  , ' ccur ing
in  thu t  Sra tc ,  c i thc r  in  the  parcn ta l  (pure)  fo rnr
o l  us  inc l i v idua ls  showing in tc rn led iacy  w i th  thc
Wcstcr n Magpic \G. tlo:]iali:t\ Lln(l Black-backcd
Magpic ((i. t ibi&n longitostti.t). tt is probablc,
h r )wevcr -  tha t  hyb l i t l i za t ion  bc tuccn /o r ' ro l i s  and
k tng in ts t r i s  somct rmes produces  uncxpcc ted
phcnot,vpcs. somc of \\ 'hich rescmblc /cl. l( on.)rd.

- Ihc  
la r iab lc  $ id th  o f  thc  b lack  dorsa l  band

in  spcc in rcns  f rom Wi luna suggest t  lha t  a t  leas t
sonrc  hybr ic l i za t ion  is  tak ing  p lace  be twecn
k tng i ros t r i s  a r rc l  fo rnrs  w i th  wh i tc -backed malcs
(doisalir and leuutnotu\. Thc presence of whitc
th ighs  on  a  n ra lc  \ \ i th  a  fu l l  wh i tc  back  suppor ts
th is  suggcs t ion .  l f  l cu<oru la  docs  occur  in  in lan t l
Wc\ tc rn  Aus t ra l ia .  c i ther  i t  ranges  f rom South
Aust ra l ia  th rough thc  Grca t  V ic to r ia  Dcser t  o r
i t  has  mul t ip l i c t l  f rom b i rds  in t roduced bv
pas to fa l i s ls .
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