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The Sedentary Nature of Passerine Birds in Woodland

at Moruya, New South Wales
S. MARC'HANI '

Resulls ot nest si te fdel i ly from colour bande.j  passerrnes al lvloruya New South
Wa les .  be tween  1975  and  1981  a re  p lesen ted .  Da ta  a re  g i ven  l o r  egh l  spec les  and
s rze  o l  l e r r i t o r y  i s  d l scussed .

I t  i s  c lc iL r  l tonr  tcco tds  pub l ishcd i t t  I {cco \s fy
Rounif-tr1r (, lu\t. l l i t t l  Bandcr tLn<l (itcl lu

/)(r.!.r l lr l  ) aD(l olhcI rcl]ort\ (c.g. \\ 'oollcr and
Mi lcusk i  lg l t l )  tha t  rn ra l l  passcr ine \  o !  rvood-
land an t l  io rc \ t  o f l cn  pass  t l rc i r  l i ves  in  thc
' u r r r c  P l . r . c .  \ \  l r l t  t l r r s  c \ J c t l \  n r c l n \  i r t  I ( r t l l '
o f  a rca  and , . l i s l r ibu t ion  o f  ncs ts  i s  l css  o f tc t r
l cco ldcd  cxccp l  in  spcc ia l  : tud ics  o t  lo r  in t l i l i -
r lua ls  t ra r l i t iona l l r  us ing  thc  sunrc  s i l c  in  ho lcs
lcar  a f tc r  ycar  o r  long- la \ t ing  ncs ts  ( rap tors ) .
F r o n r  1 9 7 5  t o  l 9 8 l  I h a r c  a n n u a l l _ ' - -  l o u n d  t h c
nc \1s  o f  co lour -bant lcd*  ind iv idua ls  o f  sc rc ra l
par :c r inc  spcc ics  an i l  g ivc  dc ta i l s  bc lou .

' l ' o  
sarc  spacc .  thc  lo l lo rv ing  convcnt iona l

a r rangc  nrcn  t  i s  uscd :
(a )  l t l cn t i t i ca t ion  o l  ind i r iduu l  o l  pa i r  (?R\ \ '

f  c  ma lc  Rc( l -wh i tc  ) .
( b )  \ c i l r \  i n  $ h i c h  n c s t s  f o u n d  ( 1 9 7 5 - 8 1 ) .
(c )  - l ' o ta l  

nunrbcr  o l  ncs ts  in  a l l  ycars  (25) .
(d )  Longc \ t  ( l i \ tancc  bc twccn anv  t \ \ ' o  ncs ts

( 2 0 0  m ) .
( c )  A p p r o x i n l a t c  a r c a  $ i t h i n  $ h i c h  a l l  n c s t s

o c c u l c d  ( : . 2 5  h a  ) .
(f) l\ ' lrtcs accol.clirrg to _vear, if r)cccssary

(  |  K O .  1 9 7 5 - 7 6 : ) .

I  co l l cc tcd  th i \  in fo rnra t io r l  u t  Mau lbrooks
I load.  Mofuva.  NS\ \ ' .  in  about  2 ( l -10  hcc tarcs
o f  $ood lanc l  and fo fc \ t  $h ich  $as  a ln ros t  t r ) ta l l v
h u r n c . l  o u l  i l  A p l i l  u r r , l  A u g u r t  l u 8 0  h c l , r r i
thc  b rccd ing  \cason l tu ( l  \ ta r tcd .

Hastern Yelkrrr Robil l iop.tultriu uutrulis
' l  l t \ \ ' .  I975- l l  I  inc l .  25 .  200 m.  2 .25  ha .  I  KO.

l t )75-76  1 .  11r77 :  r  Wl l ,  1971 ' l - l l l .  Wl l
ha t l  i t sc l l  bccn  rcarc r . l  in  I975 br  a
I t c i S l r h , ' u t i r r t  P r l r  u l m r , . r  * i t l t i r t  t l t . '
. l r ca  occup ic ( l  hv  RW and n tay  hare
h c c n  t l r (  n r r l (  i n  l ' ) 7 7  l l  t h r i  r c u r r
l , ) 7 5  u r r , l  l , / 7 r ,  . r t (  c \ c l u J c L l .  i . c .  u l t c I

'  l l iLnds uscr l  *crc prrx ided b\  the Austra l i i rn I l i rd-
banr l inF : , ichcnrc.  l ) i r  i r i0n r ' f  \  i ld l i l r  I tc \e i r rch,(  s  t o

l {W hac l  hcen :onrc rvhat  t l i sp laccd  br
t l l c  pa i r  rcco f ( l cd  ncx t .  shc  hac l  2 l
ncs l \  in  about  1 .5  ha .  l ' 10  n l  apa l l  t
nl(r\1,

' R i  ( ; l t  x  ? \ ' R I t .  1 9 7 9 - 8 1  i n c l  l t ( ' l ( ) )  l - 1 0  n r .
0 .5  ha .  

' l  
h is  Da i f  p fo t rab l ) i  a r l i ve( l  in  t l r c

le t r i to ry  i t r  1977 bu t  $as  no t  handc( l
u n t i l  l 9 7 l l .

I  \ 'O .  197( r - t i l  i nc l .  17 .  140 nr .  1 .0  ha  ? \ ' ( i '
l t )76 :  9MU.  1977- l l0 ;  unbant lc t l  ? .
l 9 { t  l .

' l  OB.  1976-110 inc l .  I  7 .  l  15  nr .  I  .25  ha .  t  O( i '
1 9 7 6 :  ' W K .  1 9 7 7 :  ' W B / l t .  I 9 7 1 i - 8 0 .
I  h is  l cn ta lc  i l i sappcare t l .  p robab ly -  t l i c t l .
( lu f ing  thc  l9 l l0  b rcc t l ing  scas t r t r .

Thesc  arc  thc  ind i r idua ls  lo r  uh ich  n lv  rccords
uIc  most  conrp lc tc :  a t  l cas t  th rcc  o thcr  n la lcs
a ld  t i vc  o t l ' r c r  f cn ta lcs  havc  brcL l  in  thc  sarnc
s m a l l  a r c a s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h c  p c r i o ( l  b u t  l h a \ c
not  lound thc i r  ncs ts  cach ycar .  Inc jccd .  I  havc
Iccords  fo r  on l ) ' t \ \ ' o  fcn ta lcs  t l ra t  \uggc \ t  any
subs tan t ja l  changcs  o l l cc  t l l c  b i rc ls  I ra lq
cs tab l i shcd l l ' r cn lse l !c \  in  i l  l c r r i to ry .  In  I979
RRR had t i \ c  nes ts  in  o t rc  smal l  a rca :  in  I9 l l0
shc  uas  ncs l ing  ubout  ?50nt  t l i s la t t l  I r t tn l  i t
bu i  *us  b iLck  in  thc  o r ig ina l  t c l l i to r l  in  l9 l l l .
I ' cn ra lc  R/OK ncs tcd  l i ru r  t in lc \  in  1979 in  onc
arca .  p robab ly  as  a  t i rs t - - ' - car  b i rd  and wa!  n ta tcd
10 l t /YK.  $h ich  \ \ 'as  kno\ \n  1o  be  a  vcar  o ld :
in  l9 l t0  shc  was matcd  to  RCts .  wh ich  was t rvo
Vrars  o l (1 .  and nc \ l ing  ahout  3 (X)  m d is tan t .

( io ldcn  \ lh is t le r  I 'L t<  l t t t t ' p l tu Iu  I t r ' (  l ( ) t  ( t I i \

r \ K  x  ? K \ ' .  1 9 7 6 - 7 ' ) .
8 .  l 4 0 n r . 0 . 5  h . t .  \ ' K  r l i c r l  a c c i c l c t r t a l l l
i n  r  m is tne  t  in  Scptcn ' rbcr  I9791 KY
thcn mutc ( l  w i th  un  ur thanc lc r l  b i rc l .
p lobub lv  the  b i l t l  banc lc r l  rs  B( ;  a f tc f
b lccd ing .  KY and BG occup icd  thc
tc r r i lo rv  in  I9 l {0  hu1.  bccaurc  i t  hac !
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bccn a ln ros t  cn t i rc ly  burncd.  p lobab ly
( l id  no t  ne \ t :  in  any  casc  KY.  look ing
s ick ly  uhcn las t  secn on  l9  Deccmber .
p robab lv  d icd .  In  l9 l i l  BC.  matcd  to
an unbandcr l  f cmalc ,  had a t  l cas t  two
ncs ls  in  thc  \amc a fca .

|  ( ; \ ' .  1 9 7 7 .  l 9 ? l l ,  l 9 8 l  .  7 .  I  7 0  m .  0 . 8  h a .
lhc  malc  (s )  \ \as  unbandcd.

! R U .  \ 9 1 1 - 1 9 .  5 .  1 5 0  m  0 . 5  m .  . r  B W  i n  1 9 7 9
: r  ( l  p r l l h l h l \  i r r  t h , :  t $ , r  p l c r i r r u .  r c A r r .
uhcn unbanc lcd .  Thc  f i re  d is rup tcd  th is
pa i r :  R I I  d isappcarcd  and BW was
lirurrrl. pcrhaps brecding, 500-600 nr
(  l l s ta  n  t .

frastcrn \\'hipbirrl I'st t p I tt ttl t'.r t i i v u< c ut
t \\ 'R. l9'75. 197'7-'19. 5. .150 n. 4.0 ha. I (iR.

I t rT r )  hu l  n r r )hah l )  . r l ' r r  i l r  p lc r  iour  1cars .
Both  b i r ( l s  surv ivc r l  thc  f i rcs  in  1980
but  d isappcurcd  la tc  in  thc  subsequcnt
b lcc t l ing  sc 'ason w i thout  hav ing  b lc r l .

\ lhitc-broncd Scrubrrren Sui(rrnir lt(rntali\
j  I lW. 19'76-7'7. 2. 50 m. This bird was bandcd

in  1975 and was s t i l l  i n  the  samc tc r r i -
to rv  in  1980 and I98 l  bu t  I  cou ld  no t
t ind  i t s  nc \ ts  a f tc r  1977.

'  KO.  I  978.  I  979.  198 L  4 .  l - . ]0  n r  0 .6  ha .
? G C .  1 9 7 0 :  9 R . / W R .  1 9 7 9 :  ? R / W \ \ ' .
1981.  Th is  n ra lc  was bandcd or r  24
Novcnrbcr  1975 and has  bccn in  thc
sanrc  tc r f i to ry  cvcr  s incc  though I  d id
n01 f ind  i t s  ncs ts  cuch vcar .

j R K  x  ? \ \ \ .  1 9 7 8 - 7 9 . 2 .  l 0 0 n

Rrorn ' f 'hornb i l f  A<anr l i lu  pus i l lo
?  B\ \ ' .  1976-78.  -1 .  95  m.  0 .2  ha
? O R .  1 9 7 6 - 7 1 t .  L  I I 0  m .  0 . 2 5  h a .
' l l c .  197( r ,  1978.  2 .  140 n l .

K \ \ "  I 9 7 8 .  1 9 8 t . 2 .  t - i 0  n .
'  B \ ' .  t97 l i .  t9?9 .  2 .  85  m.

Yrllor.f accd H0ncyc:rtcr
Lit hctttt:;t otn u.t t l trrsrt ps
' r  ( ; ( i .  1977-78.  L  l -10  m.  0 .5  ha .
R/R lL  l978.  1979.  1981.  5 .  165 nr .  0 . .1  ha .
\ ' l t  1971-78.  4 .  60  nr .  0 .25  ha .

I lo th  R/ l lR  an t l  Y IL  $ ,c rc  a t tcnd ing  thc  samc
nc\ l \  r r  l ( )7 l l  bL l t  l  \ \as  no l  sL l rc  o f  thc i l  scxcs .

Las l t rn  \p incb i l f  . l , , t t t t ln r l t tn r  h t t . t  tL  n r t i t  t ' . \u  i \
! OIi. 1e76. 197'1 . l9il l  . ..1. 65 nr. 0.:i ha.

P i c d  (  u r r a r r r r r t g  \ t t  r  l t  t  < t  : : r L t r ' t t l i n r t
i  P d ( ; .  1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 1 .  . 1 .  2 ( X )  n r .  l . 0 h a .

o f  Passenne  B i rds  i n  Wood lanc l Co re l l a  6  (4 )

( iaps  in  thcsc  rccords .  c .g .  Go ldcn  Whis t le r
GY fo r  1979 and 1980,  occur  a lmost  cc r ta in ly
bccausc I did not search for or failcd to find
ncs ts .  I t  must  bc  s t [csscd th i I l  5 ( )mc ind i \ idua ls
an( l  spcc ics .  c .g .  Yc l lo r - faccd  Honcycatc rs ,  d i ( l
no t  ncs t  a t  a l l  in  1980 a f tc r  thc  f i rcs ,  hccausc
thc i r  nc \ t ing  s i tcs  had bccn dcs t roycd.

For  a l l  spcc ics  mcnt ione( l .  I  havc  lcss
conrp lc tL '  in fo rmat ion  fo r  o ther  ind iv idua ls ,  rvh ich
suSgcs ts  \cdentar incss .  and ha lc  l i t t l c  doubt  tha t
inc l i v idua ls  o f  most  non-migra tory  spcc ics  ra rc ly
lcavc  thc i r  t c r r i to r i cs  o r lcc  t l rcy  havc  bce l
cs tab l i s l rc t l .  Thc  fu l l  s izc  o f  tc r r i to r i cs  i \ ,  o f
cou lsc ,  Ia rgcr  than thc  a rcas  g ivcn  abovc ,  wh ic l r
rc lc r  on ly  to  thc  a rcas  w i th in  rvh ich  ncs ts  wcrc
l i )und:  i t  doubt lcss  !a r ics  accord ing  to  hab i ta l
and ccr la in lv  d i f f c r r  f ronr  spcc ic \  to  spcc ics ;  fo r
ins tancc ,  Eas tern  Yc l lo$  Rob ins  havc  te r r i to r i cs
lcss  than ha l f  thc  s izc  (J . :  2  ha . )  o f  those o f
Eas tc rn  wh iph i r ( l s  (5 -10  ha . )  hcrc  a t  Moruya.
Ind iv idua ls  o f  somc spcc ics .  c .g .  Eas tc rn  Yc l low
Robins  and Go lden Whis t l c rs ,  p robab ly  ra rc ly
lca !c  thc i r  t c r r i to r i cs  dur ing  thc i r  l i vcs ;  ind iv i -
c lua ls  o f  o t l rc r  spcc ies  cer ta in ly  rangc  ou ts idc
t l rcnr  c lu r ing  thc  non-brccd ing  scason.  e i thc r
jo in ing  l i r rag ing  f locks  o f  mixed spec ies  ( thorn-
b i l l s )  o r  conccnt ra t ing  a t  sourccs  o i  ncc tar
(hoDeycatc rs ) .  P icd  (  u r rawongs lcavc  thc  b reed-
ing  a [ca  a l ruos t  conrp lc te lv .  Ncvcr thc lcss
nrcmhcrs  o l  n ros t  spcc ies  rc tu rn  to  thc  samc
snra l l  a fcas  to  b tccd .  cvcn  ind iv idua ls  o f  thosc
tha t  a fc  to ta l  m igran ts  (Rufous  Whis t l c r  / ' .
ru f i t cn t r i s \ .

I  harc  obscr ra l ions  on  ind iv idua l  Grcy  Shr ikc -
thrushcs Coilrrrl< /n(Ia lutrtn()ni(t, ( irc.v Fantails
Rhipidura luliginoso, Spottcd Quail-thrushes
( . in< loso tnu  p !u1<(u lu tn ,  S t r ia tcd  Thornb i l l s ,4 .
/i,?{'dr.r, [,cwin's Lloncyeatcr Meliphoga lcwinii,
Ncw Holland Honeycatcrs Pltylidonrri.s rul,ae-
Itt l l tndiuc and Olivc-backcd Oriolcs Ollolas
rag i t ta tus  tha t  \uppor t  th is  v icw o f  scdcntar incss
but  thcy  arc  no  gr .a t  improvcmcnt  on  what  i s
o l rcad)  pub l i shed.
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