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3.  
' fhe 

c lutch s ize at  Wyperfe ld may be lower
than that  t l f  o ther  populat ions.

Scrventy and Whi t te l l  (  1976) recorded a
4-10 F tcmDerature d i f ference between the nest
and thc water  in  which i t  la1 ' .  A l though the
temperature d i f ference was not  nreasured at  Black
Flat ,  i t  was apparcnt  that  the water  in  the egg
chamber was considerably warmer than the water
surrounding the nest .  Whether  th is  was due to
the reccnt  Dresence of  the incubat ine b i rd or  was
a proclr,rct 6f decomposition of the p"lant material
in  the nest  is  not  known. but  warrants fur ther
study.

The Austra las ian Grebe and the L i t t le  Grebe
Tac ht' l tuptus rttf icoll is are thought to form a
superspecies (Cranrp and Simmons.  1977 ) .  The
nest  s t ructure of  the L i t t le  Grebe in Europe is
s i r l i lar  to  that  of  the Austra las ian Grebe.  The
nest dianleter at the base was up to 60 cnl wide;
thc average d i i rmeter  of  the nest  cup ( incubat ion
clepression ) rvas four centimeters and the height
ol the nest above water was four to l ive centi-
f l re t rcs (Cranp and Simmons,  1977).  These are
simi lar  to  the values in  Table l .  In  Europe,  the
mean di rnensions of  100 e-ugs of  the L i t t le  Grebe
wcre 26 mnl x 38 mm with ranges of 24-28 rnm
and 33-44 rnm respectively. The mean egg weight
was l4 g (presumably at  lay ing) .  Clutch s ize
is given as four to six, ranging from two to
seven with up to ten recorded (Cramp and
Simnrons, 1917 ) . Thus, egg wei-ehts and clutch
sizes of the Litt le Grebe and the Australasian

ol Australasian Grebe Core l l a  5  ( 2 )

Grebe are s iur i lar .  Whi le these leaturcs do not
reprcsent reliable taxonomic characters, they do
il lustrate close resemblances in sotne .rspects of
the breeding biolo-ey of the two species.
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Auxi l iary at the Nest of

Dorv  (  1980 ,  En ru  80 :  121 -140 )  l i s t ed  s i x t y -
fivc species of Australian birds for which com-
nrunal breecling had been recordecl. He mentioned
several  others that  may be possib le communal
breeclcrs. Although he cited reports of Blue-
faced Hcrneyeaters Entont)'7.ott cyattotis exhibit-
inc th is  behavior" r r  in  av iar ies.  he had no s imi lar
rc l ' tor ts  for  u i ld  b i rds.

On I -5 th October 1979 . we observed this
species nest ing one k i lometre east  of  Weethal le ,
N .S .W.  (33  5 'S . ,  146 '37 'E . ) .  The  b i rds  we re
observed in attendance at the nest which was
about 4.-5 rn from the grourrd in the outer canopy
of  a lorv cucalypt .  Two had b lue fac ia l  patches,
the othcr. irn olive-green facial patch. One blue

the Blue-faced Honeyeater

faced indiv idual  was s i t t ing orr  the nest  whi le  thc
other two birds brought food to the young. The
voung were fed about once a minute. Alexander
i tgl-6. Aust. Bird Bander | 4: -52-5 3 ) noted
from banding studies that the facial patch re-
tained the olive-green colour for at least six
months before obtairring the blue of the adult.
We assume that the bird rvith the olive-green
patch was the offspring of the primary pair (the
blue-faced pair) and hence satisfies Dow's clefini-
t ion of  an auxi l iarv.
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