
Facial Colour as a Sex Difference in the Black-capped

Accorrl in-g 1() nrost rcccnt tcxts c.g. Mlcdonald
(  l97 l ) .  S Ia tc r  (  197,+) .  l l cadcr 's  D igcsr  (  t976) ,
thc  scxcs  o f  thc  B lack-capped (Var icd)  S i t t c l l i r
IhltIttntxi||u (Itr\ ' \t)p|(rd pi[(uta c.,\t1 be dilTcr-
cn t i r t t cd  b r  lhc  co lour  o l  lhe  f rce :  rvh i tc  in  n ra lcs
ltttcl black in fcrnrlcs. l leccrrt cvidencc indicltes
th i l t  th is  c l r i l r rc lc r  i s  no t  rc l iab lc  in  thc  dc tc r -
n l rn l r t lon  o f  scxcs .

Iloth nrernbcrs ol u pair of tslack-cappcct
Sittcll irs t i lkcn frorrr a flock l l ktrr wcst of lvanhoc
NS\\' on -10 July 1971.l had black flccs. Whcn
thc  l lonads  o f  bo th  spcc imcns wcrc  cxanr incd  i t
\ \ ' as  l i )und th r l  onc  uus  a  n ra lc  (AM O.4703| )
runr l  onc  a  fcml lc  (  AM 0 . .17030 ) .

' !  
h is  l ind ing  pronrp tcd  an  inspcc t ion  o f  o thcr

\cxcd  l rdu l l  \ l ) cc imcns o f  Thc  Aus t r i l l i an  Muscum
co l lcc t iou .  ( ) thc r  than thosc  c i tc , - l  abovc .  on ly
two ot thcsc \\crc c()l lectcd aftcr lt)00. ' l  hc
poss ib i l i t v  wt rs  cons idcred  thar t  thc  scx  o f  thc
splcirrcns nlty lravc been dctcrntincd, not fronr
i r r le rn i r l  cxanr ina t ion .  l - ru1  by  the  assuIned char -
ac tc r  o f  fac i i r l  co loura t ion .  Thc  da ta ,  l towcvcr .
c l id  no t  suppor t  th is  assunrp t ion .  Of  ten  o thcr
scxccl spccinrcns. thrcc males hltvc black faccs
lund th rcc  huvc  wh i te .  Four  fcmulcs  havc  wh i tc
l rccs .  lwo o thcr  spcc incns .  f ron t  thc  Nor thern
lc r r i to r \ .  a rc  d i rcc t l v  oppos i tc  thc  i rcccp tcd  pa t -
t . rn  bu l  i t  i s  l i kc l l ' duc  1o  an  cxchungc o f  labc ls
i l s  s in r i la I  c le r ic i l l  c r ro rs  have been d iscovered
prcv ious l !  in  th is  sc r ics  o f  sk ins .

.\\ i ldicatcd irr 
' l ' lblc 

l. thL'se tl i f lcrcnccs
ppcar .  indc len( len t  o f  ceograph ica l  var ia t ion .

Ihc  c rowns o f  thc  i rnn ta tu rcs  d i f l c r  f ronr  thosc
t t f  r rdu l l s  o f  c i thc r  f r rc ia l  co lour  by  bc ing  s t rcakcd.
no t  so l i c l  b lack .  Thus  i t  appcars  th  t  l t  i s  no t  a
ti i l ierr..ncc bctween immaturcs and adults. It may
be,  howcvcr ,  th r t  thc  B lack-cappcd S i t tc l la  i s
l i kc  :ome o ther  fasser ines .  in  wh ich  the  nra les
( lo  no l  ucqu i rc  fu l l  adu l t  p lu r ra tc  un t i l  scvcra l
l c l r \  o f  i l ,gc .  Noskc  (  l98O)  has  prcscn tcd  cv id
cncc  tha t  scxua l  t i i rnorph is ru  i s  p rcscn t  in  t l t c
()rangc-uingccl Sitlell l  D. (.. (./?t..rr1)p/.r4 as early
rus lhc fledclings.
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" l 'hc\e i r rc n lo\ l  l ikc ly due lo incorrect  l . rbcl l ing.

Pos i t i vc  idcn t i l i c l t ion  o f  thc  scxes  o f  thc  B lack-
ci.rppcd Sitlcl la on tlte bitsis of facial cokrur alonc
is not possiblc ancl carc shoultj l tc takcn.

I  wou ld  l i kc  to  t l rank  Mcssrs  M.  D in-u lcy ,  W.
l-or!:nrorc and T. Lindscy for confirming thc
sc 'x  o l  lhc  spcc in rens  in tc rna l l y  cxarn ined and
Mr  H.  J .  t l c  S .  D isney ,  Mr  R.  Noskc  and Dr  R.
Schoddc lo r  thc i r  comrncn ls  on  th is  no tc .
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