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Recent Literature
The extracts i lhix s.ction are selected lron a tride

rut:c ol Jout als t'rom tarious sources covering sub'

k,cts considoed to be ol interest to members. It is
n'gretlttl that copies of pupers cited arc unavailable
through rhe,4$ocidt ior.-Hon. Editor.

ANAI,Y'rICAL STUDIES

ComD/drison of Birds from Pitrc Forcsts and ln_
digenous vegetation. Peter V. Driscol l .  1977. .4arl
l l r  i ldl .  Rts. 4: 2tt l-288.

Bird Donul.rt ions were assessed in native :rnd exotic
ornc l , ' rc. i .  In l i r le sunrmer un,. l  \r inter. Re\l l l ls oI the
:tu. lr  inLl icir te lhi , t  in nrne fr,re\ts lhere is x redl lct iun in
:n:cics , l iver. i tr  r ,nJ r l terat i , ,n in composit ion. Thi '
work conrplements lhat of Disney and Stokes 1976 Ert!
76 :  l 3 l - . 18 .

Lorations of Recov€ries of Black Swaos, Cyglus
atratus l-aahrm, BaDded at l,ake Whang:aPe rnd Lak€
Ellesmere. New Zea]and. Murrav Wil l iams. 1977. ,4 rrr.
Wikrl .  Rts. 4: 2U9-300.

Of 8.12 recoveries of Black Swans banded at Lake
Whangape, Norlh Isl lnd, New Zealand,8870 were from
wirhit5b km of the Lake. A change in the ecology of
Llke El lesmere midway through the study period caused
I change in lhe paterns of dispersal of these birds.

lilack Skimnrer Breeding Ecology and Behsviour. R.
Michircl Erwin. 1977. Auk 94|.109'717

Bleck Skimers R)'nthops niger lay an average ot 3.6
eggs pcr clutch. Despite a high halching st lccess (807r)
the nedging rate is only 0.4 young per pair of adults.

Colony Selection and Colooy Sile TeDacity ln Rhg.
billed GuUs !t a Stable ColoDy. William E. Southern,
1977. Auk 94: 469-418.

Rine-billed Culls l-drrrs leluwarcnsit sbowed weak
tcndenly to return to their natal colony (19-33%) but a
strong tendency 1() return to that at which lhey f irst bred
(904/. ) of which 60% had nested for at least two ye3rs.
Birds in less stable colonies exhibited greater variabi l i ly.

Eficct of Cowbird Parasitism on American Goldfinch
Ncsl ing. A. L .A. Middlelon. 1977. Auk 94: 304-307.

Bruwn-hexded cowbirds Molothru.t .ilel Darasitised
9.4% of American Coldhnc||. Clarclualis tnsri.t nests iIr a
marked popuhlion. Thc chrtch size, and number of
chicks that hatched and l ledg€d were smaller in para-
sit ised nests than in unp:rrrsist ised nests but percenlage
of hatching und l lcdging was higher

Reproductive Success of Ospreys in Ceotrll Chesa-
peake l lay. Jan G. Reese. 19'77. Auk 94:202-221.

During the course of the sludy,52Ea of the eggs found
fui led to halch. Br()od size veraged 1.9 per nest and
mean fledging success was 1.8 per nest, amongist the best
in the county but l€ss than the average prior to 194? (the
pre-pesticide era)- Egg shel ls of fai led eggs averaged
l lTo  t h i nne r  l han  i n  1947 .

A&rlt Mortalitv sod Fideliay to Mate tnd Nest Siae
in a Group of Nl;rked Fulman. M. A. Macdonald. 1977'
Bird Study 24: 165-168.

Observations on 96 colour'marked Fulmars l?r/ lr  drus
glrrciol is indicated an annual adult morlal i ly of under 27o
and divorce rate of 4/o per annum. Nest site fidelity was
80dZ per annum. Changes of si te were general ly asso_
ciated wilh fai l l re to raise young in that previous year
but thc new si le was usually close to the old one.

Au Analysis of the Recoveries of British_ringcd
FulmaE. M. A. Macdonald. 191'7 Bird Stu. lv. 24: 2O8-
2 l4 .

Afler fledging Fulmars lirrrlatlr a/dcidlll bred in
Brituin . l isoeisc l , '  the $e\lern Norlh Al lantic. Nor_
$epii tn Seir ' .  rnd Furopean Arcl ic wxter..  ln lhe fourlh
yer'r .  :r \  breeding lge uppri ' lche\. the r.rnge ci)nlr:rcts
i , .  bir. l ,  ter,rme more re\tr icled to l l rnd. T'uppinE and
shooting those birds for food accounts for 32Va ol lhe
recover-ies. Most of those recovered are in their first
year or in their l i f th year or beyond.

Bird Populst ion ( hanges for th€ Years 19?5-76' I  A
Bultern dnd J. J. \4 r(h:rnt.  197'7. Bird l / ! . /y :4: 159-
164.

Pop!lat ion changes in Britain as measured by the
Common Birds Census for 197 5-16 arc pr€sented and
discussed in light of earlier sludies for selected species.

A Four.Ye&r Census of Wading Birds on ih€ Rlbble
Frtuery, hnchashir€/MeEeyside, Philip H. Smith and
M. E. Greenhelgh. 19'17. Bird Stu. ly 24t 208'214.

A four year survey of the Ribble Esluary Save overal l
mean DoDulation numbers of l l l000 birds in aulumn,
83000-i;  winter and 40000 in spring. A total of 30
species was recorded and species accounls are Siven fol
the I I  most abundant species.

t'ood Caching by Female American K€strels in Winaer.
Michael W. Callopy. 1977. Contlor 791 63-68.

Caching behlviour, including sites, prey species, stor-
age and relr ieval act ivi t ies are described. American
Keslrels Fdlco sparv?rius have nbont ^ 70Ea success rate
in retr ieving cached food demonstral ing lhat this is an
imporlant temporary food storage method.

Shorebird Food Habits in ahe Easlertr c.Drdlal
Arctic. Myron Charles Baker. 19'77. Cotl.lor 79: 56-62.

Larger shorebirds were found lo take larger prey
items. On th€ basis of size nd i tems avai labl€, larg€r
birds are more selective than smaller sp€cies. Less
separalion between species' food size preferences was
found than had been expecled for thc len species studied.

Paradise Shelduck. M. J. Williams. l9'76. Wildlile-
A  Rc t i cw  1 .  4 -5 .

A study (] f  the breeding biology of the Paradise Shel-
duck found 4,5o/a of lhe pairs breed successfuly, a mean
clutch size of 9.6, and an average of 5.5 f ledgl ings per
pair. A total of 4 240 birds were banded, 763 recovered.
and of thee recovered 9070 were taken within 65 km of
their original handling site.
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TECH\-IQtJES

Estimatitrg Brceding Scason Bird Densities from'Iransect 
Counts. John 

' f .  
Emlen. 1977. Auk 94: 455-468.

A method is proposed by Bhich the number of birds
recorded along a transect path can be used to estimate
nbs()lute density ()f  birds in an area by using an index
derived simaltaneously for the site. The width of lhe
lransects are set for each species at the distance at which
one detecti()n (sighl ings, cal ls) starts to decl ine. problems
cn(r 'unl(reLl. .uch t\  est imrt ing disl i lnce\. determining the
Inde\. ch,lo\ ing a r i t te of prr,gres\, etc. 0re di\cu\\ed and
lhe merhod i l lusrraled wirh an examprc.

A Simple Technique for Analysbg Bird Transect
Counls. Mir hJ Harch Balph. L. Charles Sroddarl,  and
Dsvad F. 8afph. 197'1. Auk 94: 606-607.

A sinlple mclhod for transect counts in which lateral
dislances fronr the transcct l ine are divided into intervals
:rnd the birds observed are placed into lhe appropriate
inlerv:r l  in $hi(h they irre recorded. Data nr 'e_ u. ir l  ro
n rJ \ rm i \ e  l he  e \ r im r t c  r , f  each  spec ie \ ' dens i t y .

'loe-Banding 
of Common Loon Chicks. Judith W.

l\ ' lc lntyre. 1977. Binl-Banding 48: 212.
Toe-banding was init i r ted for Common Loons Oayja

,/rrr. .  bc(: r \e bJnds [, ,r  adLrlL\ proved loo l i l rge for lhe
ei,\r lv c: 'Ughr chicL.. Since l ,xrn\ Jo t i  le w:r l t i ine, only
small amounts of band weaa occur and this meihod ils
reconrnrcnded for othcr birds of similrr Ioconlotry hubits
! irebes, fr igatebirds, etc.

lying l\larkcr for Americsn Woodcock. RalDh O_
)4, 'rg"nwecL an.l  Wil l i : rrn H. M:rrshrl l .  tg1j. '  Bir; t_
Hitklint 4t!t 224.127.

A  me th ,d , ' f  us i ng  p l r r r i t  \ , l i ng  mur l e r s  f o r  qe \  cnd
luge re(,rgntl lon "t Americrn W odco"l "r.ror"r, ,
,r i rol ir  is described. No loss of markers or . trmage' i"
birds was recorded.

_- Artificial Nest Bunows for Bunowitrg Owls. Charles
T. C,r l l in< rnd Ros\ F. trndry. te.77. N:A. BirJ B,,t ; ; j ; ;
l :  l 5 l - l  s 4

Burrowing ()wls Athene-cunniculd//a can dig their ownne\t bl lrrows bl| l_ more rrf len ut i l ize those e\ccvuled bv( r rne r  i l n rm : r t \ .  t hey  re rd i l y  ne \ t ed  i n  an i f i c i r l  bu r row \(-.)nsrructe(l  on \rouden tunnel\ nnd nest chambers.rrootenr\ encounrered Jnd rheir sohrt ion\ rrc di\cu\\ed.

v:,,."*i";i:li!i#,,;.1,1f&"".i"*r:'i.lii:"",;#
,  Io lh , \pecie\  , , f  6nches e\hib i l  ey_e col( ,ur  chenges.

d u n n g . l h e r r  t i r ) t  ) e r r  m r k i n g  r h i :  i h a r a c t e r  u s e f u i  i n( |erernl ln lng age.

l I I IS( 'ELLA \EOL S

,. f;li:ls , "f , tlf . Biotosy or rhe J.panese Soipet ,nuut . t ( t ,  ht t rdt t | r tL i i .  H.  J.  Fr i rh.  n.  H.  J.  Crome,:r r iJu .  r ( . . H r r r v n .  t < t 1 t .  A u r t .  J .  L :  , t .  2 :  1 4 t - 3 6 8 .
. . _ , / )  

o c J i r U e d  $ . ' r t  p r e \ e n t i n g  d a t r  o n  d i \ r r i b u t i o n  p a t -r€rn\ .  t rn l |ng roure- i , f  nr iSrul i , rn.  rer  nnd ege ra i ior ,n r o l r t t . : r n J  l , \ ) d  o f  t h e  J r p . r n e s e  S n i p e  i n  A u \ t r a l i a .  A
:, l It l l !" '  o[ habrrrr requiremenr" i, i  au.rrat;a ani tri
l l i t , lF q'n,'n,l '  in Jrpan are -a,i.. tr. popul"ri"-n lnn l r \ I r i , l I r  r \  n , , t  . e c L r r e  . l u c  r , ,  h : r b i t u t  u l r c i u r i o n .

l{eso{rce Partitioning rnd Competition in Honey-
eater$ of th€ Cenus Melipbaga. H. A. Ford and D. C.
Paron. 1976. Aust. J. Ecol. l :  281-287.

A study of six species of M?liphaet (s. 1) honeyeaters
showed lhem to di l ier in various inDortant asDects of
rhejr ec., l( ,gv r l lowing symprtr) in rheir range. ' l  hose
wilh similar feeding habils di lTer in habitar while the
others which sometim€s share hlbitat with other sDecies.
dif fer in feeding ecology.

Varialion in Waterbird Numbcrs at Four SwamDs on
th€ Norlhertr - lablelands 

of Nc$ South Wales, S. V.
I lr isss. 1977. Aust. WitAl.  f trr .  4: 301,309.

Patlerns of variat ion ()f  walerbird populat ions from
monthly counts are given and.rre explained in terms ot
r inf] l l  patterns rnd habits of individual species.

Behaviour of Ruddy Duck B.oods in Utah, David E.
Joynei. f977. Auk.94: f43-349.

Melhods of communication belween hen Ruddv Ducks
O.\) tLt i t , t t , t i rcn\ i t  rnd brooLl rre reponeJ. Female\
defend lhe brood through visual displays and rclual
aggression. Mir les accompany the hen a;d brood through
mute r l l .rrcl ir ,n rether lhrn thr,, l lgh x palernal relul io;-
sn rp  w t rn  rne  young .

Brecding Biology of Fivc Spccies of Herons io Coast l
Florida. (reorge R Mar*el l  l l ,  rnd Herbcrl  W. Kale
l l .  1977. Au* 94: 689-700.

Ne\r \ i te chr, iec. ne.l  hui lJing. cgg hl ing. incubLrl i , ,n,
:rnLl- hi l lchrng rre desLtjbeJ und cumpirred [r_rr f ive species
ol Norlh Amerjcirn herdn\ irccurin! logether ,rn a smxll
mflngrove r\ lJnJ. One specier di. ius.ed, lhe Catt le
hgrct, oecur\ In Austral ia.

_ Plumage and Molt in Shorebirds Summe trg st
Enewetlk Atoff. Oscar W, Johnson. 1gii. Auk t4:'22r_
2 t  0 .

Five species of shorebirds were sludied al Enewelak
Atol l .  I \ l . rr . .hr l l .  l \hnd\ Jurjng err ly luly e,peci.  :rnJpul lerns ot thejr muult and plumage in theie pacif ic
rst{ lnds are rcported. Most birds appeared to be f irstyear.

_.The Skuas of th€ North Am€rican pacific Coasl,
Pierre Devi l lers. t977, Auk 94: 4l i-429.
. The Soulh Pol.rr Skut Catharctu nraccornicli is con_

clttdeLl to be-lhe r)nly l :rrge . lul  to occur lr long lhe Nrrr lh
Anrcrr(rn prcrhc 

.ct ' :r{ .  Ir \  cot,,ur FhJse\. juveni lc
pl lrmige-und-irnnrjxl  eycle ere Jiscussed. Most bir is visi t_
rng lh€ l , i rctt t !  co:rst cre immJture\, F\ idenCe suggests amrgrrlury p.r lh in the N,'  h pacif ic trke, a clock$i*

Colour-marked Terns
I havc reccived a rcport that six terns with

grccn  wrngs-wcre  s igh tcd  on  L izard  ls land,
Qurens land (q0  km NNE o f  Cookrown.y  on  5  rnd
6 August 19'17. The species of tcrn was not
spccrned.

. Docs anyone know who may bc marking tcrns
in this way?

Fiobert Draflan, p.O. Box 217, Thursday tstand, Old.4875


