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GREY FANTAIL Rhipidura fuliginosa
AUBS No. 361; I3ancl  Sizc 01
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AGEING

Juven i le :  l  hc  combina t ion  o f  ru fons  breas t  and
covcr t  t ips  i c lcn t i f l cs  thc  juvcn i l c .  F lu f t incss  o f  thc
p lun la -ge  is  l  usc fu l  cor - robora t ion .  S impson anc l
Day (  199-1 .  p .  193)  i l l us t ra te  th is  p lumagc.

Mtntla: gre,v. mottled u'ith rLrfoLis.

Brcd.!/. grc)-.. wnslretl with rrLforrs
Witrg totcrts; t ippcd \\ ' i th truff-rufous.

1st Year/Immature: The tipping of thc wing
covcr ts  scp i l r l t cs  l s t  yc i i r / in rn r i r tu rcs  f rom adu l ts .

Marllc. grc1".

Br-?r/r/. -qrc\.
Wing e)v ( ts :  t ippe t l  w i th  bu f f  o r  bu f f : ru lbus .

Adult:

M ntl(: gtc\'.

Brc r rs l .  g rc t .

Wi r tg  t t t rc r ts :  t ippcd wh i tc .

Rogcrs ct a1. (1986) suggest that tail lcngth can
trc Lrscd as a scxinS critcrioll. allowing identif ica-
tion of about 30 pcr ccnt of individuals. Ford's
( lqS l ) dllta from largcr samples of sexed museum
\ f ( ( i n r c r : \  d , '  n , ' t  . h , ' u  l l t i s . . l l i t t i r l i ( ) n .

COMMENTS
'I'hcrc 

is considerablc variatioll in this spccics.
which is uscful in tlctcrmining thc origin of captured
birtls. Thc most distinctivc forms. however, exhibit
l im i ted  l i t t le  movcment  o r  l i t t le  ovcr lap  w i th
othcrs. 

'fhc 
nrigratory populations of Tasmilnia

and thc south-cirst are similar aDd not readily
scparab lc .
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Fjgutc I. wn4: ol imnature Grcy Fantail sho||ing bufflipP?d
wing covcn! .  I l lustratcd by Mar ion Westmacott .


