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SEABIRD ISLANDS

Walcott Island, pilbara Region, Western Australia

Locar ion :  :0  -10  5 .  I l ( , .57  h :  w i t l r in  N icko l  Brvi ln r ) l l l  l )  k t l i , l ne l rc \  c l r . t  , , l  L ) i ln t l i ( . r .  , , f l  th , .  co l rs t i r ll , ' e  l l t l \  o l  ( l t . l r r L . r r i j l t . .  l l  k i l ( l n r e r | e , ,  ( . i r \ l _ n i ) r t l l _
cilst of thc titrvn of Karratha. Wcstcrn Australia.

Status: Vacant Crou,n Lancl.

Descr ip t ion :  
_ r ' .5  h : r  r r t  h i rh  w;11( .11  n111y11n;11( l t n t C n { r , ' n \  { , : { t  I n  l \ r  l \  t n . i t l r o U t  L  m  D t i l l i m t r n . l

n c r f n l .  I h L  
, r . l j l n ( i  i s  t ' t ' n r p r i . c r l  o l .  o u r r r r r p p i n g

llchircan rocks (Clcavcrvil le Formation). nartlall i
ovcrltri n. u'ith rcccnt dLrnc anci shelly, r,,,r 'a.r. 

-,-, 
rt i l

su r loun( led .  in  thc  in te r t ida l  ,un . .  l r y  I in ] "_(cnrc .n t ( ( l  l ' l ( i tL I l  c t 'ng l r , I l ( r i r t . .  1Uc, , l , ,q ic l r i  Sr rnc t. ' l  w ( . \ l c n t  A r r . t t r r l i r r  i , ' 7 \ ) .  T l l (  l , , n g  l r r i s  r L r n ' s
r ) . r t  l i l - ( i t : t  l , I  \ r , t r l l t - w ( . \ t  n t o j \ .  , r r  l t . \ \  I , l r r l r l l c l  t , ,  t h C
i td lacc i ) l  coas t l inc .  1 .5  km awrry .  Thc  g .ea te i i
r l , . r ; r l i t ' | l .  ; r r e  r r l , ' r r r ,  l h (  c ( . l l t l i r l  u r . s r L . r n . i r l .  f l r i ,
I r l L ^ l l  I , \ k \  ( \ l : - e  r \ , \ l ) i r r \ ' l \  \ \ - ! ( l i i l ( L I  \ \  h  (  i l , l \ t r i r
.r Jt t I t ( ) s.a, ( \. t.t a t ( | u t I tr ft ori b u n d t t n, .S p o r<it o I u.s
r ' / , ( / r / / ,  / / \  .  l ( l  RL t l l (  l  l t i r . \  (  ; . / / r  / / / t / \ , . r / / , / ; i \  L i r s t  r , l
l l l r \ .  

, l l ) r r L  
r .  , r  . ; r  d r  s j o l r ( .  r 11 r111 i11 ;11 ( . r l  l r 1  t s r r l l i  I

! r ' , r \ \ l , l l ( l  - t  r ( l i n r  i r l , ,  s ; r l r l r  l i i r l \  \ \ . ! ( l l t i qd  $ i t l l
t i ' u  \ ( r L r t \ , , 1  l , i r r i , r  , , , r l r , r , r .  . \ , i r ,  r . , , / , i  r I , , i r  r i i r t r .
(  , r 1 ' y t r i '  \ l ' i n t t \ t t  l ? l t t t , , , l i t  ,  r , . t t t , t c t t  , r r t r l
L t l t  l 1 \ ' l t t t  t t  I t t t t t  t t t \ . t .  T I t , .  . t r ; r nJ  / , r n ( . .  i t l \ r v c  I l l L .
s l t e l l r  . . r D r l .  h . r '  i r  \ l r i r r \ ( . C r , \ C f , r t  . S / , l a l / r , \  / r r r L , i ,
t " l i l t ' . .  L ,  l , i , l : t , u t  I  i  t  t  t  t  ,  ,  I  i  r  r  t  t  t  .  \ t t , t ,  , l , t  , t r t , u . r Ln l , , i , l , . ,
i l l l ( l  (  r / , / l / l  r / / / r /  /1 . / . \ r i t .

Land ing :  Acccss  is  l rcs t  ob ta incd  us ing  a  d inghv
ovcr colal antl conglitmcr.atc r()ck ()n rnL- caslcrn
shc l tc tc ( l  s idc

Orn i tho f t rg ica l  H is to r l :  D t r r in r  l t r ( ,1 .  \ \ . r l ( . r t l
I  .  I  r  r  I  I  (  I  .  .  \ \  i  I  \  \  r \  \ . \  ( , 1  l ( , r  I ' r L . e t l r n g . c ; 1 l , i r , l : .  r , 1 1
l l r L  l r r l l o u r n "  r l , r r t . :  I  A p l i l .  J  M i i r .  2 r ,  \ , 1 ; 1 1 .  1 r
J r r r r e . . ' r '  A u ! u . 1 .  l , r  \ t . f l c n t l r e r .  I i  O t r , , l , c i .  l n
N o \ c l  l r ( t  i '  ( l  r t )  D L . ( .  l l ) c t .  l h r  r e  r r r t .  n , r , , t h , , . r
l irrnral rccortls i l l thollgh it numbcr of peoplc werc
awarc  o l  thc  co lon ics  o f  Cres tcd  Tcrns .  
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Brceding Seabirds and Status

Il icDtul()pt!s Iongiroslris Picd C)Ystcrcatcher
Thc  bchav iour  o f  3 {  pa i rs  on  29  Scptember  1991
ind ic r tcd  tha l  nes t ing  was tak ing  p l |cc  a t  tha t
t in lc .  Thc  ncs ts  o [  voun! {  wcrc  no t  loca ted .

Hucrttatoprts fi l iginostts Sooty Oystcrcatcher
( )n  29  Septenrber  l99 l  onc  pa i r  had a  ncs t  w i th
t$,() cgus on thc coral clinker at thc southern tip
o f  thc  i s land.  Anot l rc r  pa i r  was  f requent ing  an
l rca  o l  s t rand on  t l le  e i rs te rn  s idc .  On l0
Novcnrbcr  a  pa i r  rvas  apparcn t ly  a t tcnd ing  ch icks
i r t  thc  nor thcrn  cnd.

Lurtrs notctchollurrrl irrc Silvcr Gull On 29
Scptcnrbcr  1991.  l0  S i l ver  Gu l l  res ts .  a l l  w i th
cggs. werc rccorclccl olt thc sand)' f lat at thc
southcrn  enc l  o f  thc  i s lanc l .  An  cs t in r l t cd  80  pa i rs
\ \c fc  ncs t i l r l l  r v i th in  th is  a rcu  by  l0  Novcnrbcr .
rv i th  anothcr .  s l igh t ly  la rgcr .  co lonv  on  thc  sandy
skrpcs  u l  thc  nor thcr r r  cnd  o f  thc  i s land.  Brcc t l ing
ac t iv i t )  h rd  rvancc i  i rv  19  Deccr rbcr .

I ltt lrrtprognt rnsTrln Caspian Tetn On 29
S r n l ( n ) l r ( r  I i ) ( ) l  i r l ) r \ l r l  . l '  n i r r r .  u c l c  n c \ l i n A , ' n
tlrc sirndv l lat at thc southcrn encl of the island.
Most  pa i rs  a l rcady  hac l  voung ch icks .  thc  c ldcs t
rccorclctJ bcing ubout l0 davs olcl. A few pairs
sti l l  hil( l cggs. Laying contntcnccd at thc cnd of
Au!lLrst.

Srtrru bcrgii Crcstcd 
' l-crn 

About I 200 pairs
o l  Crcs tcd  Terns  la ic l  bc twccn 2  Apr i l  and . l  May
l99 l  f i ) rn r ing  onc  cont inuoL ls  co lony .  Th is  co l i tny
llcclgccl largc numbcls of youlrg. A srnallcr cokrny
o l  Icss  t t l rn  2 (X)  p r i rs  obscrvcd  on  eggs  in  August ,
i rpparen l l y  la i l cc l  conrp le te ly .  Anothcr  c ( ) lony .  a t
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a different location. was obscrvcd on 20 Scptember.
This group containcd 130 nests witlr eggs but latcr
visits showcd that fcrv. if any. f lcdglings wcrc
produced.  A  ( lomest ic  dog was imp l ica ted .  by  i t s
l racks .  in  thc  c l i s rup t ion  o f  thc  la t te r  co lony .

Factors Affecting Status

Walcott lsland is vacant Clown Land with no
rcstrictiol)s on lancling or human activil ies. 

'I 'hc

island is rcadily accessiblc by small boilt from tl lc
popular lccrcatiolt area at Clcavcrvil le. At Prcscnl.
the  nros t  ser ious  t l l r c i l t  to  ncs t ing  scab i rds  i s  l ron ]
excitccl domcstic dogs landcd from small boats
tirr cxcrcisc. I)ogs are somctimcs lcft on thc krcal
i s lands  fo r  some hours .

'I 
wo pairs of Ospreys Punclirnr huliactus ncsl on

t h t  l : l l r r r , l  : r l l J  t h r ' . . . . 1 r ! .  k n L r u n  l . '  p r ( \  , l | t  ( \ l i l ) F
Clrestcd'I 'crns.

The prox in i tv  o f  thc  i s land to  t l rc  towns o f
Kar ra tha  and Wickham mav lcad  to  an  inc rcasc
in  th r :  s izc  o f  thc  rc la t i vc ly  Iu rgc  (by  P i lbar r
s tandards)  gu l l  co lony .

OTHER VFRTITBRATES

Gururrubphorr gllbcrti Coastal Watcr-dlagon.

Other Seabirds Recorded

I ' d t ' t  t t t t !  &n :p iL i I I t Iu !
I'huI (ft)(r1Di \\tt i|s
(h l i (k r t ia \  h rb t idn
CIIotlttliIon iIoItu

Sk tut b.tu!(l(n\it

Au\tr r r l i in  I 'c l icar)
I ' icL lCl)r r r lor i in l

( i u l l  b i l l c d  ' l  c r  n

I  i l t lc  Tcr n
l r  i r  \  Tcnr
Lcsscr ( ' rc5led Tern

. Tltt au.ytcnr sitle oJ \lalcott Island,

.. ,- -..:- - ,*r -,., -,....- -

vitwed lrotn an alavutctl point on tha atl jutant
Phoro : . t .  N  Du[ lo f
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. Parts o.f t lt(.toutlt-(tsrer

Banding

Ma\ '  l99 l
Stanu bargii - .133 pull i.

sactor (looking nortlt).

Bibliography

I  ( j ro losrcLr l  Sur\c\  ( r l  Wcsrcrn Au\rrat i l  ( l97i i )  Nickol  Blv
Lcgcndrr  t l rb i rn ( je() to! \  :156t  t l57 Deparrmcnt 0t

M i n e \  o f  W c \ l r r n  A u s l r a l i l

Acknowledgments

The Westcrn Australi i ln Dcpartntcnt of Con-
scrva t ron  and.Lanc l  Managcment  (CALM)  k ind ly
r radc  ava i lab le  onc  o [  lhc i r  boats  fo r  two o l  th i
t ield trips.

L N. Dunlop.  [ .  Mdto dnd .  I )dt t , t .son.  Ni tkot  B(\
Notuf t t l is ts (  lub ( ln() .  P O. Bo. \  8.15,  Kof t  ha,  WA 67t . t
S.  ytn Lt tuycn,  Dq)utntot t  o l  (onst ,^ t tkn unLI  I .dnt l
MunuscDl, , t t .  I 'O Bo\ 3. t5.  Kdnuth(,  W,. :nun A . \ tk  iu
671L


