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SEABIRD ISLANDS

Elphick Nob, Pilbara Region, western Australia
Location:,20'28,06"5, 1 16.37,16,,8: scparatctl bv anarrow channcl (I l l ingworth passagc) from ihe
l \ ) r l h - ( i r \ t r r n  c \ l r e n t i t \  , , I  R , r s e n r l r r i  l . l l n d  i n  t h cu i r r , r l ) r ( r  

.  A fch  jpc l tpu .  Ah i ,u l  l  t  L i lomel r , . . s
n ( ) r I n - n 1 , r l l t - ! \ e \ l , , 1  t l t c  t ( ' u n , r l  D i l t n p i c r .  W c \ t C n )
Aust ra l ia .

S , ta tUs :  (  l i l \ .  C  N i t lu r ( .  RL.s ( r \c  n r i ln i rAcd h \  lh rw ( - s I c r  n . A u 5 l r i l l t i l I  D c l i t r ( m c n l , , 1  C ,  i n . c r \ ' i t i o n
i lno  Lr rnd  Mj l0 l lFu  t rn l  l ( , r  I l l ' j  L l )n \c r \ : r t i ( ,n  ( ,1  l l , ) r i l
i rno  I i iu l I r .  I  h (  cn l i r (  i . l l rnd  h : r . ,  r l t c  , . l c . ig r r r r tc r l
tusc  o f  Spcc ia l  C0nscrva t ion . r .

Descr ip t ion :  l J  h i r , r t  h i ! l t \ \ i r t c l  :  m: r r r r r r , r l  r l imt l r . i , ,n .
l , ] ' . " ,1 . , ! t  Y . t 'u '  m:  i rh ' . ' t r r  ' 1<  nr  t t t  t x imunr  l rc igh t .
, l  na , l i l i l t ) ( l  t \  \1 r t  n i , \L .d  r , t  Pr i , t ( . rL rZ . ! i c  Vor rn t  R, , r
o i r : i r l l  , r  lL ro l )n l  S  s tL .ep l l  , ,n  1h , . .  wru1h, .1n  .1 .J . .
i rne  i r . t : l  n  i r \  thc  n , , l r , rn  th (  , r r lh - ( i l \ tL . f l t  t ip .  t  hc r , . .
i s  somc outc ropp ing  t lune  l in tes tonc  in  the  south_
wcstc rn  and westc rn  sec tors .  Dunc sand over l ies
thc  ccn t r i r l .  wcs tc rn  and nor th_wcstern  par ts  o f
l h t . i . l ; r r r r l .  A n  e x r r r r s r r e  J c p , , . i l  , , i  l , e , r . h  r , , c k
n t l r r \ l c , , ( . ( r l r \  i r l , r n u  I h L .  1 1 , r 1  1 1 1 ( . 1  1 1  r l 1 r , 1 1 . l l 1 1 q j  l l 1 ( .
, t l l l \ t opn rn } :  I ' i r r l r l t  i s  . l l r | se l r  \ ' ( ! c l i r l ( . J .  l I |  l t r ( . i l \
\ \ ' l t l l  r  \ l t i t l l , ) u  n t i '  I l \ .  i , 1  . o i l  t hc l c  i :  l ) u l nn t ( ) . k
grasslancl ct l  Triodiu x,r.rc(r l t? and low shrLrbs of
A ,  t t ,  i , t  I ' t t  t t t , t t , t  : r nJ  t  , r 7 ,7 ,1711q  V , / r / , , \ . r .  I  h (  \ i l n r l \
l i | | t \  t \ l  t h (  i . l . r  , l  l r r t  . , ) \ ( r c r l  w i t l l  l , , r r .  r n , , t r i l .
\ f u  (  \ c ! ( l i l l i \ , 1 r , 1 , r r 1 1 i n , 1 . , 1  l t  \ l t t t t t l i  r  l , , r t t , r l , t l i t  . , .
(  ) l l t r ' f  l ) l : | | r t \  r , . e l | r t l e J  , ' r r  t l r , .  n r , , l ' i l t i  r l r r r r e s
includc ,,1. coriuccu, Stucr.oIa .spinest.cns, O|curia
t lurrt l t i<'r i ,  Rlragotl fu crcntace anLl Enthylucnu

_ - .P i i t chcs  o f  l i nc  sanc l  hcav i l v  unc l c rn r i ncc l  by
Wc t l gc - t a i l cd  Shea rware r  bu r i rws  a rc  t yp i ca l l y
rrarkcci bv clcnse clunrps ol ,sarcosfc mrnu ii ininulc
uu.strul.e. 

' lhe 
l imcstonc pavencnt anti cl i l f.s arc

sparsc lv  veget i l t cd  an t l  thc  long bar r ie r  o f  bcach
f t rck  |ubb le . i s  v i r tua l l y  devo iJ  o f  p lan t  g rowt l r
duc  to  thc  abscncc  o [  so i l .

Land ing :  Thc  shore l inc  o l  E lph ick  Not r  i s  most lv
t o t L r  I ' r r t  l r  l l r n . l i n . u  l r , r n t  |  \ m  r l i  h o i r t  . o r r l t l  I , t .
n lade a ln t i )s t  ln1$ 'hc le  a t  h ighwater . ' l ' hc  c i ts ies t
lanc l ing  po i r r t  i s  on  1he s i t rL th l rvcs tern  t ip  wh ich  is
scpirratcd Iront u bcilch on Roscnarv lslancl try
thc  nar rou  l l l i ng$( ) r t l l  Passagc_
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I Dune veoeialon on snd
2 L mestone pavenenr. crifis and Iaus
3 Hummock grasa.d or mar planrsover basat
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Ornithological History: K. D. Morris visitcd
Elphick Nob on l5 Fcbruary 1983 and recordcd
th; Wcdgc-tailed Shearrvatcr colony. G Oliver
observcd Wedgc-tailed Shearwatcrs and Briclled
Tcrns cluring a visit on 2'1 Novembcr 1990 .1. N.
Dun lop  conductcd  band ing  opera t lons  on  the
is lanc l  be twecn 2  anc l  5  Dccembcr  1991.

Breeding Seabirds and Status

PufJinus pacil ic'trs Wedge-tailcd Shearwater -

The nesting burrows of this species have not bccn
counted but thc numbers were probably between
onc and two hunc l red  in  Deccmber  1991.  Bur rows
wcrc obscrved ovcr much of thc snndy part of t l le
islancl with the highcst densitics at the south-
western cnc1. above the bcach rock along tl le
nor th -cas tern  shorc l ine  and in  a  swa le  in  thc
central castern part of thc islarld

Egrt'tta sa(nt Eastern Rccf Egrct - A reccntly
abanclonccl ncst was observed in December 1991
amongst the brokcn limestone at the south-wcstcrn
cnci of thc island. A dead adult or f ledgling was
found neartry.

Lurus novaehollanri rric Silvcr Gull K. D. Morris
recorcled Silvcr Gulls as a breeding species on
Elphick Nobi but thcre is no published informa-
tion on numbers or seasonality.

Sterne anaethenrs Bridled Tern - In early
Dcccmbcr 1991. several hundred Bridled Terns
were in attendance at a colony but it was estimated
during banding operations that no more than 150
pairs were occupying nest sites. Most nests were
hiddcn undcr slabs of beach rock along the north-
western shoreline with a few undcr ncarby vegeta-
tion. A few nests were recorded amidst the
limcstone at the south-western zrnd north-eilstern
ends of thc island. All nests examined containcd
singlc eggs in early December 1991.

Factors Affecting Status

Ospreys Pandion hali.tetus, with nests on
Rosemary lsland. take large numbers of Bridled
Tcrns from Elphick Nob and othcr nearby
islands. Human intrusion does not appear to be
signil icant on l i lphick Nob as it is not a preferred
boat landing.

. Tha northern tip ttf Elphick Nob. In the fore-
gr<tuntl is the barrier ctJ beach rock used by nesting
Britlletl Terns. Behind thls is part oJ the dunal area
usetl by Wcdgclailed Shedrwatar;

Photo:  J N DunbP

OTHER VERTEBRATESI

Ere tmochel\)s imbricata Hawksbil l Turtle,
Gehyro pun(lula Spotted Dtclla. Heteronotia
blnoel Bynoe's Ge cko. OedurQ marmcrnrln Marbled
Vefvet Gccko, Ctettotus suxatil is Skink. Egernla
pilbarcnsis Pilbara Egernia, Lrrista blpes skink,
Sphenttnorphus iso/epis skink ttn<J Rhumpho'
typhlops diversus Blind Snake.

Other Seabirds Recorded

PhalacrcQru wriu! Picd Cormorrnt
Nl( t i (oru: .  u ledoniLus Rufous Night  FIcron
Hucnlatopuskngirosi i . f  PiedC)ystcrc i l lchcr
Ilactnatopur l ligifiosur Sootv Ovslcrcltcher

Banding

December 1991.

Sterna anaethetus ,11 adults.
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