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THE LOCATION OF PALE GREEN FEATHERS
ON THE WING OF MALE K|NG PARROTS Atisterus scaputaris
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Itttit ftl 2.] Sqt1nh(r 191).1

Thc King Parrot ,,1rlr/c,.al scupuluris l ives in rain_
lorests ancl denscr woodlands of tne casrern coastal
zonc  o f  con t inen l l l l  Aus t ra l ia  and is  a  we l l  known
spcc ics  comnton lv  kcp t  by  av icu l tu ra l i s ts  wor ld
$ r ( l r .  A ( l  l t  I r l e .  l r r c  l r r i i h t  . c i t r l c t - r e r l  l r l , , , u t
l h c  l t r . r t l  : r r r , . j  , ' n  t h e  r r r t t I r r p l r r t : .  i i r \ 1 .  i t  h l i r c k i s l l
l r n d u f l i l i l .  L \ ' n t r i t \ t i n !  w i r h  l i d : r r k  h l r r t  n r r l . r t  r , , l l : r r
i l n r l  f l l n l p .  h l U c . ! l ( ( n  t r p p c r  t l r i l  t r n t j  r r r h  d l r r k
.qrccn back antl win-c1s. 'I 'hc 

lattcr arc relievcd bv
, l  ( r , n \ l ) i . l r , , l r \ l \ .  ( , ' n l r : r \ r i n i t  l i n e , , t  . m i l k l  h r r g h l
pil lc-grcen fcathcrs. This it irvious wing mar.king
o l  p i t l c r  leu thcrs  b r { )ught  lbou t  the  sc ien t i f i i
spccihc nantc of thc splcies. scrqrilarls, which
rllu(ics.1o thc pale sholLlt lcr' mari<ing. Unfortu-
na tc lv , t l re  spec i l i c  l r t in  nan le  appcars  to  have long
c i l r l : f ( '  i  t  ( r I ( r I | t t ' l t \ , l i r  l n p l j o l l  h r  ; r r r t l  r . , r r r s i t j c r _
i l l \ l a  \ 1 ' n l l t \ t i , I l  1 , ,  i l U l h , , r \ .  r ( \ u l t i r ) g  I n  i t n  L . r r . ) l
bciDlt oftcn rcpeatcd in both standard ancl
popu lar  o rn i tho log ica l  l i t c ra tu rc .

Whi ls t  u ,c  scc  no  po in t  in  an  cxhaust ivc  l i te ra -
I u l (  r ( \ i ( \ \  , ' l  l h .  l , ' t ) i (  l l c r (  i n  $ (  r l , ,  l i . r  r l r (
l i ' l l , ' r r  n "  sc lc r ' l cd  r , . l c rc r r r .cs  : rn r l  L l r r , r r , . .  th r .

authors'words used kr clcscribc cxactlv wherc thc
palc rving feathcrs of rr.ralc King palrots are
thought to occur:
C o u l d
S l l t r r
I -cndon
Macdorrr ld
Schod( lc rnd

( ronrc , , Id Shci lds

1865 ulong lhc \c i r tu laf ics
1970 scapular  s
197.1 inncr ser ie\  o l  uppcr t r ins-co!crrs
l97l  \c l fu lars

19St st f ipc on \ \ , i r rg co!cr ts
l9 l l9 sc l lu l l f \

l99l  inI ]crmo\t  sccondur\  c{)vc11s

FiguIc I shous tl lc i lctua i typicll localion of thc
pa lc  uppcr  w ing  fe i i lhc rs  on  malc  K ing  l )a r ro ts .
It can bc seen that thcsc in fact form a l i ic involv-
i rg  thc  inncrmost  w ing  fca thcrs  o l  the  inner  l csscr
covcrts, two or t l lrce mcdian (of rnicldlc) covcr.ts
and thc outcr vancs of the inncrntost two sccontlary
(or grcater) coverts (Lowc l9ll9). Thus. of thl
: r b , r r t  q t r , r t e r l  J ( . \ c r i n l i u l .  , ' n l )  t j l . r l  , ' t  L c n t i , , n
( l r ) l . l )  . rn ( l  , r l  Se l r , ' Jde  r rnJ  I lden l rn r r  {  l , xh . )  ( . , ,u
bc dcscribed as truly accuratc and that of t ltc latter
au thors  on lv  l rccause o f  i t s  inhcrcn t  vagucncss .

Figurc L Dr..lrr,rrg ol umu l(lt wnry ol m atlult nllll? King I'urrot Alisterus scaprlirri\ shol,ni th(
lo<utian oJ rh. ruriou! Lvrcrts, tha sutpulars and thc puk,gn|n ',dtki g lrripptd).
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(  , r r ; 1 1 1 1 y 1  1 . '  t h t  i m p l i e . r r i ( , n  ( ) t  i r \  \ p ( e i r i (  n r t n e
vn l , 'u t , t rn \ .  lh (  p i r l (  r l f ipc l  w ing  Ie i r ihUr {  , ) l  l l te
mi  C l ( tn !  P i  r , , l  L lo  n . , t  in \n lv r  th ( .  {c  pu l i l r s  i t t
r u l l  ( F i r : .  l l .
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NESTING OF THE EASTEBN ROSELLA
Platycercus eximius

A1 \ looncc ncrr  ( i r l fs  Hirr t )our.  Nc$.Sourh Watcs smlt l
nurrrbers o l  I l i l \ rcm Ro\c l las occur thr()u!hout  thr  vcar.
Dur ing lh l r  $ int f r  o l  l9! i5.  I  erected two lcrr rc i r t  nosr to ls in
our proPer l \  r \  nc\ l ing hol lo\ \s  r fpcrrcd 10 bc scrrcc l iorv
r ' \ . r  |  $ . , .  , , l  , . n t i  S L n l i  r t \ r  , , { _ . h , r  . ,  I n . , l (  l . r . t (  r
K . ' . .  1 1 . ,  $ . r \  \ L r  I  i | \ .  r r r . , t r ' r  ,  . .  (  . , t  l l r (  1 r , , 1 . . , " .

Sincc thci r .  lhr  hol to$ hr \  bccn uscd bv rhc bi rds c lch" r , i  r l r  r  . r . r . . , n  u . r h  t r \  !  \ i , u . l r  l , . . t n !  r .  . L , .  i r  1 , . \ -  . r n . i  I . , \ \ .
. , r . 1  \ i \  i r  l r l ' ,  . \  \ ' ( ,  , r  p i .  , , 1  t - i r J . , . r u s c r l

s ' r r .  J .  t r r r " . r | . .  i r .  r \ ' , . . r t  J I t l l  l t .  1 , , 1 1 1 r . . 1 . a - . . 1 . . 1 , 1 , ,  1 1 , , 1 . , , q
\ \ l I L .  r l l (  t h J r r \ . r i l  \ ( r .  t ( ( ( 1 r . , \ , , r . I t  f l r , r ( u i . r i .  n u n . L l
' '  

,  
(  ,  '  I  |  |  r  ,  ,  I  r  |  .  I  I  i  .  ,  I  r  .  I , u  I  t , l (  l , : ,  I  l . r  , \ 1 U l . i , t i , , , t  t : , 1 - f - ( , 1  I , ,  J I \ L

. r r '  r , , ( , , l t ) r ' r  r , .  r  ( . , L ' h  I  r !  T h c  s t , , , r . J  n . r i r  c \ , .  t u . . l l \  1 , , \ l
r n l e r c s r  i n  t h c  s i t c

() lhcr  b i r r l ioc intcrcsts causcr l  nI  l lb \encc l ron i \ , looncc
lor  i rDort  i r  rnonth.  co incid ing wirh rhe brcedin.{  se:rson ot  the
Ioscr l i l \ .  r rccpl  In I990.  In c lch oI  thc othcr  ! .car \  I  had
rcrurnf( lhctorc thc vr)u l l ! :  l lcd lc( l  and each b(x w;ts b i lndcd.

l r )  l t )1 i7.  I  kc| l  some nolcs on lhc brceorru ac v l ry rnd
ntore ctcrai lc i i  nol$ in l ( r ( )0.  Thc\c t i ) l to!

Bxtdnt :  . \ tunn I  t )37

1 . 9 . 3 7  N l r l c  s c r n  i n ! c \ r i q r t i n {  h o  o $ .
: .9 f7 l lorh b i rc ls sccn . r t  hol i ixr
-1.9 l7 Mr lc sccn on rop.  fcnr t r lc  r t  cnLrancc.
J . 9 . S 7  l 9 i . ) . 1 i 7  O n ! o r b o r h  b i r d \ s c c n a l  n e s t i n g h o l t o w o n

r I ' x r  ! r . t \ \  r ) | r  n L '  ( ! s \  r \ ( t (  t r r r \ c n r ._ r '  ,  i  l , '  t , r  \ '  \ t ^ L n l  t r . ) n ,  M . n , , , . r .
.  r r  l  , . s  : r r . r l  \ , , r .  r  . , r , , , ' r  ' " . , , 1 , . i .  , , t .
5  | L S 7  -  F i v c  n e \ r l i n s \  b r n d c d
l7. l  I  l t7 Ncst l ings almost  re i rd l  n)  i lv .
1 9 . l  I  S 7  \ c s l  c n r p t \

BtLuf in! . t tu\ t )n l9t ) l )  tEun.  Dr\ t isht  t ihts)

1 . 9  9 ( )  l l  9 9 0  O n . ( ) r h o r h  h i r d s s e c n  a l  h o  o w m o s l d a y s ;

15.9.90 Nlal . -  \ccn on to l  ot  los ahout t2{){ )  h.  s i t l ing
quic l l \ .  At  l : l {1 h hc had dcpaned anct  on chccking.  ncsi
c( t r t iurcd one cgt .

16.9 90 Ncst  chcckcd aboul  l l l ( l  h onc egg.
17.()  90 Nfalc on rop of  log rbour 120{)  h.  Fcm.r le prcsumett

lo be hl rng.  ncsl  checked r t  11.15 h two eggs.

13.9.90 Ncsl  checkcd about 1300 h rwo egg\.
19.9.9( l  Ncsl  chcckcd ab{)ut  l l00 h _ r"o cggs.
l0 9.90 Malc on rop t l i  1200 h.  Nc\r  chcckedrbour t2.15 h

( m J l r  n , ' r  t r r r \ c n r )  r h r e e  c g r s- l ' ) ' { r  
N l . , l . , ,  r , , t . , t , r r r . t r r i h : l l . * r . h ( . k , , 1 . , \ . , u r  t t i t r

. , l r ,  r  r (  l , , r  l 1 r . ! )  h . , , ,  1 ,  r  t , , L r  c { { . .- ' . ( ) . o n  B i r r l . r r . , r  . c . n , r  n . , r  , ^ . J i . . k . . t  , t u , r r r  t ' . r , t ,  _
louf  cggs (cold l

l l .9.9 l l -  Fcmrr lc br(xxi ing whcn ncsr inspcqcd rr  0900 h _
did nor d istud)

l ' , l l )  r ,  
, \ , . \ l  r r r . l , . . . . r c , l  . r . , , r . r  t , , l ( r h  t . - r . , 1 (  t . r , h r i  i -L l rd nrr t  dt \ lu.h

l r  l { l  ' ) l )  l (  I r . , . .  \ ( ( n  [ 1 \  r . ,  r h r  r , . .  . . , , r r r  ' n I r  l r  N , . . 1
( l r L ( k e ( l  r u o  r . g g s  i r r r r l  [ r , ,  e h i t k s '

l l  l r r r ) l l  -  [ (  , : . 1 ( .  \ . \ . i r  . i . . ! r n !  n L \ r  . r t . , ,  .  l 5 t , r  l t :  n c \ l
! h (  !  k r d  J i , u r  ( l r i i l \

20.1( l  9( l l l  l0  90 -  Ncst  chccked hv rerrrovrng onc or  r \ r ,o
chicks to sec \ taqe of  Drotrcss

5.  I  1.90 Bandcd-six c i ic t i !
1 1 . 1  I  9 0  Y o u n S  s t i l l  i n  n c s l .
l i  l l  n "  I ( . r  \ 4 , .  ( . :  n ,  r r . r ' t r ( r  , , t . . L r r . r r : , r n .

Comments:  To a\oid d isturbing thc bi rd\ .  onlv esscDt ia l
r h  r  I ,  r r t r r  n r , . r l (  A l , f j r r ( n r t \  + L  t r l t r  . , n , t  . . \ l h  ( [ ! .  $ r r c
l . , i J . , t ' c r  r l r L  t L n r . . l ,  , 1 , n l r .  , . ( . 1  h r , x ' J i r , .

' , ( 1 . . r ,  i n J  , l ' .  r r  t l r .  . r ( . r i I !  
l , ( n . \ 1 .  ,  r d  I '  q : , ,  t , , ( . L m c J

Ihat  whcn thc IcIn l lc  coInmenccLj  broodinl l .  lhr t  four cggs
lbrncci  rhc c lutch.

No ar l i l ic ia l  fccdinS occurrcd dur i I ]g rhc pcf iod.  I towevcr,
crdicr  in rhe,verr .  nciehbours nx,vcd on 10 r l  l0  acrc r inberei
propcr l l  opposr lc.  * ' i th r  horsc and a d( ,nker which were
hcing hand fcd ' l -h is 

' l l l l ,  h lvc providcd n) Inc iuppl imcntary
f(xx l  l i , r  rhc bi i ( ]s

The ncst l ings wcrc baided ol t  5 Novcnbcr 19E7. 2
Novcmbcr 1988. 6 Nolelnbcr i989 and 5 Nr)vcmbcr 199{ l  -
: r r  r h . . L r l  r h L  \ .  L  r . f ( , r l  J ,  \ . l . , n m (  r  r , , L ! l r l \  r h f r (  $ c c l .

S.  G. LANE
Lot 6 [ ; r r i r ! iew Road. Moonelr  v i r  a i ) l l \  Harbour.  NSW 2.150.
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'T fe  n$ l  wrs .heckcd l r \  c l imb ing .n  cxrc rs i (n  laddcr .  bo td ine  on
r i r  r " , , -  '  n . | . ' n . ,  .  ' ,  u .  r , r n , s , ' ,  n r - , . " r , J . t ) . , . , , , r t (  n ( . r  $ , r l
r l r .  ' r l , r r .  N e i r h - r  r r  r ,  L n r . \ .  r . , , 1 r  r 1 ,  r e . r  d r . r ' n g
rhc \c  chccks  rod  dere .minr r ( )n  w.s  b !  rec l  on l \ .  Hcr .c  rhe  minake i ;
lhc  cor r len ls  on  l l  rnd  1 .1  ( )c rdb . r  l99 l l


