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West Wallabi Island, Houtrnan Abrolhos,
Western Australia

Location; 28"29' 5, 123" 41' E; 90 kilomctrcs north -
west of Geraldton, Western Australia.

Status: Class "A" Reserve for the purpose of
'Conseryation of f lora and fauna, tourism and
purposes associated with the fishing industry',
vested in the Minister for Fisheries.

Description: dX) hal 5 kilomctrcs long trv 2.3
k i lomet rcs  w idc  and l5  m h igh  or r  thc  ccn t ra l  \ \ , cs t
coas t .  I t  i s  a  cont incn ta l  i s lanc l  tha t  was  separa ted
llom thc mainlanri by risi lg sea Icvcl about l l  000
years  ago.  and is  thc  la lges t  o f  thc  Abro l l los
is la lds .  Much o f  the  is land cons is ts  o f  an  o ld  rcc f
p l l t lo rm ovcr la in  bv  bec ls  o f  voungcr  l imcs tonc
I 3 m thick which has crackecl to fornr irregular
s labs  or  pavcnrcn t .  Th is  pavc Incn t  l in rcs tonc
occupics al largc arca in the south-wcst and along
tlle north-cilstcrn sidc between Blowfish and
Slaughtcr Poi|ts. There is r l l lrgc shcll grit l l irt at
thc northcrn cncl of thc islancl internrptecl by
nar row banks  o l  gu lno- r i ch  so i l  usua l l y  runn ing
NE-SW. A sandy bcaclt backcd by unconsoli-
, . i : r t c r l  r l u r r r ' r  f u n \  I r 0 n r  l h c . ( l u t l r t r r r - t r r r l  , r l  S h i r g
Bay to l l lc top of I Iorseyartl Bav antl some con-
so l ida ted  r l t rnes  occur  in  thc  south-wcs tern
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corncr .  Therc  i s  a lso  lno t l re r  and smal le r  b reak
in  l l r c  pavcn lcn l  l imcs tone a t  a  smal l  sa l t  l i l ke
ncar  thc  south-c i l s tc rn  corncr  th r t .  r t  h igh  t ide .
is  conr lcc tcc l  to  thc  sc i l  b \  t r  snra l l  c rcek .

Coastal duncs above the beaches are vegetated
with .spirfeir ktngifolius and scattered A/rlplex
cincraa, Salsolo kali, Senecio kutus an(l Pou sp.l
shrubs includc Olearia axil laris, Acqnthocarpus
preissii and Myopr>runt insulare btt much of thc
ground is bare. The shell grit f lat is vegetated with
low Atiplex paludosri (dominant) that is rcplaccd
in low lf ing areas by the samphire Helosarcio
lnlocncmoides; other plants inclurJe Threlkeldia
tliJJusa, Senecio launrs, Frankenia paucillora a\d
stuntcd shrubs of Oleuriu a.{i//aris. There is a
narrow ecotone between the shell grit and the
pavcmcnt l imcstonc where the vegetation
becomes sparse and virtually restricted to
Frankenia. The pavement l imestone, despite the
lack of soil. supports a fairly rich vegetation.
Shrubs l-3 m tall are the dominant plants
including Pittosporum phylliraeoides, Diplolaena
dampieri, Grevillea argyrophylla, Spyridium
globulosum, Exocarpus aphyllus, Capparis
spinosa, Pimelea micrccephala, Sarcostemma
australe, Olearia axillaris and Beyeria viscosa.
Also present hcrc are Dianella revoluta,
Aconthocarpus pre is sii and H ib b ertia subv qginata.
All plants found in the pavcment l imestone can
also be found in the consolidated dunes;however,
large areas of thcsc duncs are overrun by Nitraria
billardierei and thc introduced succulent Meseiz-
bryanthemum crystallinum carpets much of the
ground.

Landing: On to a sandy beach on the north-
westcrn side or by wading across the reef f lat on
the castcrn side.

Ornithological History: Knowledge of the avifauna
began with the collections of HMS Beagle in 1840.
John Gilberr', visited the island in January-
March l l l43 and published an account of his trip
in a Perth newspaper. most of which wits
reprintcd by H. M. WhittellrT along with extracts
from Gilbert's lctters to John Gould. Other notes
from the trip were published by GouldE. Unfor-
tun.rtely, along with thc Bcagle, no record was
kcpt of thc islands from which Gilbert's speci-
r n c n r  w r r c  t u l l c c t e d .  A .  J .  C a m p b e l l ' r i s i t c d  t h e
is l r rn t l  in  f )eccmhcr  l ^81r .  Thcn came r  i s i t s  b ;  C .
P. Conigraver in 1897 and prcsumably also in i9l5
wi th  Pro f .  W.  J .  Dak in ;  O.  L ip fe r t  in  1894;  R.

He lmsr ( '  in  1898:  R.  Ha l l ' r  on  l l J -23  October  1989;
C.  G.  G ibson"  in  Novenber  1907.  The Percy
S laden Trus t  Exped i t ion  to  the  Abro lhos  in  l9 l3
anc l  C)c tobcr -Novcml )c r  l9 l5  undcr  t l rc  l cadcr
ship ol Prol Dakin) produccd thc l irst dctailed
i rccour l ts  ( ) f  thc  i s lanc l  and i t s  launa.  W.  B .
A lcxanc lc r r  wro tc  up  thc  vcr tc l ) r 'a tc  fauna
collcctcd ancl obscrvcd on thc cxpcdition
a l though he  on ly  look  p l r t  in  the  November  1913
v is i t .  Ncx t  \ ! c rc  v is i l s  by  V .  N.  Scrvcn t l ' r r  in
Dcccrnbcr  . lanuar ' \ ,  19 .10  41  and 19 .11  -12 :  G.  M.
StoLr r r ' r5  ou  16  22  Apr i l .  2 l  25  . lunc  and 5-12
Scptcmbcr 1959 and 22 21 Aprrl 1960; ancl thc
Aqu inas  Co l lcgc  cxpcd i t ion . i r r ,  August  l9 ( r .1  anc l
l ' n '5  tu l ) l i \hqJ  l r )  L t  Lor r r :h l i r r

In  uc lc l i t ion  to  thc  abovc  pu t r l i shcd  accounts  R.
E.  Johns tonc  has  unpub l ishcc l  d i r tu  on  the  lo l lo$-
i rg  v is i t s :  D .  I - .  Scrvcn ty  i r r  Novc tnbcr  l9 . l - l :  V .
N.  Scrvcn t \ .  G.  P izzcy  lnd  A.  C; .  Ma lhcus  in
I )cccmbcr  l9 ( r l :  T .  [ .  Bush in  Augus l  19651 T .
C.  A l len  in  AugLrs t  l ! )7 ( r l  G.  E .  Lodg,c  in  August
196,1 :  N.  Ko l i ch is  in . lu l1  l974 anc l  August  197( r ;
G. .1 .  Rober ts  in . lL rnc- . lu l . v  l9 i l0 :  R .  E . . lohns tonc
i l r  Oc tobcr  l98 l  a rd  August  l98 . l r  l l .  Gooc la lc  in
March  I988:  K .  C i ra tc  in  Dcccnrber  l9 l l9 :  and A.
A.  tsurb idgc ,  P . .1 .  Fu l l c r .  G.  Lcanman ar rd  R.
C)wcns in  Decembcr  1992.
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the south-o Part of the pqvement limestone at

western end of Wallabi Island.
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Photo:  C.  M Storr
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Breeding Seabirds and Status

I'ulf inus pucil it 'rts Wedgc-taitccl Sl.rcarwatcr -
About  onc  n t i l l i on  b reed ing  pa i rs  (A .  A .
Burb ic lgc  and P.  J .  Fu l le r .  p i rs .  conrn i .y .  The
highcst clensitics of burlorvs arc in the largc shcll
grit l l irt vegetatcd nrainlv with Atriplex .ntd i i
nor thcrn  i rnc l  ccn t ra l  par ts  o f  thc  i s lanc l :  a lso  in
sclni-consoliditted duncs with Nrlrarid ancl
.S)ri l i l i ,-r ancl lowcst densitics are in the l inrcsk)ne
pilv! 'ment areas. This spccics is absent fron thc
Atrrolhos in rnid-wintcr'. l 'hev return in thc
second half of August and begin to re-excavatc
t l l c i r  bur rows.  i l r r i v ing  a t  dusk  xnd leav i r rg  bc fore
dawn.  I 'h is  ac t i v i t v  con t inues  t l r roughout
Septcnrbcr ancl Octobir with pairs often "r;oan-

ing"  ins ic lc  the  bur rows a t  n jgh t  and s ing lc  b i rds
sometimcs squattir lg silentl l, outsicle thc burrou'.
At this stagc somc trirds rcmain in tbcir burrows
try clay. Scvcn licshly excavatcd burrows were
chcckeci on 7 Octoltcr l98l: f i tur u,ere enpty irncl
a pirir ol birds rvas found in each of the othcr
th rcc .  In  ear lv  Nor ,en tbcr  thc  b i lds  ccase to  v is i t
thc islancl at nighl but by mid-Noventrer thcy
bcgin to rcturn again and nrake fintrl prcp^rations
to tlrc burro\\, and egg chamtrer. Egg laving begins
in mid-Novcmbcr and is completcd tty the end ()1
the m()nth. Presumatrly the cggs hatch in January
l i r r  bv  mid  Apr i l  the  young ar  e  la rgc  bu t  s t i l l
downy.  On l6  Apr i l  1959.  S tor r  observcd  la rgc
clowny youn€! sitt ing at the entrances of most
bur lows anc l  thc re  was cont inua l  cheep ing  as  hc
u,alkcd through thc celonv. On 23 April 19(), hc
rccorded large downy young whose parents were
sti l l  returning at night. Uy early Mzry nranv chicks
arc sti l l  downy but most arc wholly or partly
fletlged. Young birds enter the sca in mid to latc
May.

I'uJJintts ttssirnil is Litt le Shearwatcr - About
-5 (X)0-11) 0(X) puirs trreed nrainly iD guano banks
and sand in  nor th -cas tc rn  and ccn t ra l  par ts  o f  thc
island. The burrows are about 5(1100 cm long

nd the egg chamber is l inc-d with dried stalks of
l lnnua l  p lan ts .  L i t t l c  Shcarwaters  bcg in  to  rc tu rn
to  thc  i s land in  ca | l v  Apr i l  and  by  thc  th i rd  week
ol Apli l thcir burrows ar.c !:e-excavatcd. At this
tinrc trircls arc olten lound on the surface during
tlrc clirv unil thev are silcnt at night. In carly
May many pa i rs  a rc  ca l l ing  c lu ic t l y  in  thc i r -
bur ro rvs .  Bv  la tc  June thc  co lon ies  arc  vc ry
ac t ivc  \ \ i th  no isv  ca ter rvau l ing  and c roon ing
corll ins fronr burrows by day and bv night. Egg
laying begins in early July and continucs to latc
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August. Fresh cggs were collected by T. C. Allcn
on 5 August 1976. On 12 August 1983 four
burrows were checked; two were cmpty, one con-
tained a pair of birds and one contained a single
adult on a partly incubated egg. [,ggs hatch in
September and at that t ime the colony is quiet.
Storr observed only one bird on the surface on 9
September 1959. Young fledge in November or
December judging from a very fat immature
femalc (length 278 mm) unablc to fly, found at
sea near West Wallabi Island on 7 December. The
latest record of an adult on thc island is 9
December.

Pe lagodroma marina White-faced Storm-Petrel
- Formerly breeding in small numbers. Storrls
found a few burrows among those of the Litt le
Shearwater on a guano bank in the centre of the
island on 17 April 1959. The burrows were empty
as expected, with the breeding season in the rest
of the Abrolhos being August to February. There
are no subsequcnt records.

Pelecanus conspicillatus Australian Pelican -
Formerly brecding on or near West Wallabi. In
November 1907 Gibson6 was informcd that small
numbers were breeding on the 'west end' of West
Wallabi Island (possibly Pelican Island) in the
company of Pied Cormorants, some of whose
nests they had taken over. A fisherman, J.
Akerstrom, observed two birds near West
Wallabi in the summcr of 1932-1933 but there are
no subsequent records.
Phalacrocorax varius Pied Cormorant -
Common resident. Breeds in small numbers from
20-100 pairs in mid-August to November.
Alexanderr found nests with fresh eggs in a colony
that also contained Caspian and Crested Terns,
and Silver and Pacific Gulls in Novembcr 1913.
Old nests were found on tops of bushes near the
old guano jetty on 2l April 1959.

Egretta sacra Eastern Reef Egret - This species
is a moderately common resident in the Abrolhos
Islands and breeding is recorded from latc July to
November. A. J. Campbell2 reportcd breeding in
November but it is uncertain to which island this
referred,
Haemalopus longirostis Pied Oystercatcher
Common. Usually in oncs or in twos, occasionally
in small parties. Sandy beaches are favoured.
Breeding occurs in July August. Most nests are
unlincd scrapcs 15 cm in diamctcr and 2 3 cm
deep in sand or in loose coral just above high-
water mark.
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Haem opLrs lirliginosus Sooty Oystercatchcr
l]ncommon resident, not as numerous as the Picd
Oystercatcher. Usually in oDcs and twos, favour-
ing beaches, reef f larts and around lagoons. A nest
with two cggs was founcl on 5 August 1976.

Itrus novaeltolltutrl lac Silvcr Gull - Common,
about 150 pairs. In Novcmbcr 1913 Alexanderr
found them nesting in small colonics; most of the
eggs had hatched and the young were in all stagcs
of developrncnt. On l2 August 1983 several ptrirs
werc prcparing nest sitcs among low.4rriple.r and
samphire near a small lake on the south-eastcrn
end o f  the  is land.

Larus pacificus Pacil ic Gull - Scarce or un-
common rcsident, usually observed in ones or
twos. Alcxanderr recoicled young birds in
Novcmber .

Hytlroprogne caspra Caspian Tern Moderately
cornmon, up to 80 pairs. Breeds singly or
colonially. On 20 October 1899 Hall, fo-und a
colony of 13 pairs sitt ing on well incubated eggs
on the western end. Some nest scrapes were l ined
with twigs from ncarby saltbushes. ln Noventbcr
l ( r l 3  A l r l x . r n d c r r  f , , u n j  . g g '  i r n d  1 o u n g .  I n  < l r r l y
J r rnu i r rv  l , )4 - '  V  \ .  Scrvcnr l  ' t . r i rnd  ic , , l , ' ny  " f
80 pairs with cggs ancl large young. bchind
sandh i l l s  l r ing ing  thc  beach.  On l ( ]  11  Decembcr
1963 V. N Servcntv founcl 25 nests with cggs ancl
runncr .s .  On 7  October  1981 R.  E .  Johns tene
found 50 pairs brccding bctween thc creek and
thc bcach on the south-eastcrn end ol the island.
Thc breeding area measured 60 m by -50 nt and
was vcgetated with 30 cm high /4 r,. l 1er. Nests
wcrc  l l rge .  we l l  rn l r t l c  \c r lpe : ,  in  thL  gr r t l lnJ .20  25
\ m  i n  ( l i i r m e l c f  e r r L l  I  l . m  d e c p .  p l a c c d  ) - 4  m
. rpar t .  Th i r ty - f i ve  Dcs ts  wcrc  chcckcr l ;11  wcre
rcadv for eggs; scvcn contained I cgg, 16 con-
tained 2 eggs and onc containcd 2 downy young.

Sternu dougull i Roseatc Tern - Common rcsi-
der t .  In  Decembcr -January  1941-1942 V.  N.
Scrvcntylr f i)uncl abolrt 150'bircls breeding with
Fairy TcIns; 17 nests wcre counted in an alea oI
about :1 square mctres.

Stuna ncreis Fairy 
' l 'ern - In November l9l3

A lexandcr r  observcd  scvcra l  hundrcds  on  the
eastcrn sidc ol the island. sitt ing on I 3 freslr or
: l t r :h t l r  tncuh i r l cd  (SSr .  S t , ' r r  w l *  i r r l t r rmed h)  F .
H, ' l l )  th i r l  rhc rc  l i i r , . l s  ncs ted  ( ,n  , . , r r -w i . .1y
Lrc chcs on tltc eastcrn sidc of the island about a
k i lonc t rc  south  o f  B lowf ish  po in t .  Or  10

Decemtrer  1963 V.  N.  Serventy  anc l  A .  G.
Mathcws found six nests $'ith singlc cggs on a
sandy beach,  bu t  on  l l  Dcccnbcr  thcy  no tcd  tha t
S i l ver  Gu l ls  had taken a l l  thc  cggs  and thc  tc rns
haci cleserted the zlrea. On 7 Dcccmbcr l9ll9 K.
Coatc fourd 60 pairs on eggs on the castern side
o l  thc  i s land.

Stcrnu bergii Crcstcd Tern Col' l lnlon resident.
about  100 breed ing  pa i rs .  In  Novcmbcr  l9 l3
Alexandclr found 

- 
young birds almost fully

flcclged and Dotcd that they wcrc rnore numerous
than cggs on Wcst Wallabi and one of thc Pigeon
Is lands .  In  ear ly  June 19 ,+ l  V .  N.  Serventy r l
obscrved a few juveniles sti l l  unable to flv. On 4
S(p len lhcr  l ( ,5 , t  S lo t t  l  r rn r l  i rho t r l  l { x i  nes tS,
cuch with onc cgg. in an area betwecn the saltlakc
and the sea. These nest scrapcs were placed
anrong dwarf shrubs ol Atripler cinere(t; Fran-
kcnio pouciflora and Threlkeldio tliJlusa;
immediatcly abovc high-watcr mark. On 12
August l965 T. E. Bush found about 1(X) pairs
contmenc ing  to  n ( ]s t  on  the  coas t :30  cggs  werc
prcscnt .

Factors Affecting Status

ln 1629 fortv surviv0rs of thc B.r/./r, ld uncler thc
lcadcrsh ip  o l  Wic t rbe  Haycs  spcnt  th rcc  months
on Wcst  Wal lab i  I s la rd .  They  surv ivcd  la rgc ly  on
scabircls antl their eggs. Cluanct was mined on the
island be twccn 1884 ancl Worlcl War L Bcfi)re
rcmoving thc gul]|]o all plants $,crc stripped fronl
the  area .  thc  s tones  la ic l  to  onc  s idc ,  anc l  thc  so i l
shovellcd wi-th hocs and swcpt rvith hcavy broonts
in to  hcaps . ro  Apar t  f rom th i  rcmains  r f  a  j c t ty .
t raml inc  and h<t rseyard .  and some unnatura l
l ro l lows and p i les  o f  s toncs  there  is  l i t t l c  cv idcnce
ot  thc  n in ing .  No doubt  thc  b reed ing  seah i rds
woulcl havc bccn subicctecl to consideratrlc clis-
tu rbance.  Howcvcr .  therc  i s  very  I i t t l c  I tun lan
in tc r fc rcnce i r t  p rcscn t .  A  s r ] ]a l l  nun tbcr  o f  rock
lobs tc r  f i shcrs  l l t -c  p rescn l  on  thc  i s land l r ( )m l5
March .k )  30  June annua l ly .  About  l0  pa i rs  o f
White-bcll icd Sca Eaglcs i!ctl iuactu: laut.ogaster
nest througltollt thc islarrd i lnd cilptrlre manV rcst-
ing and ncsting scirbirds inclucli ig Wcdgc-tailccl
Shcirrvatcls and Roscatc Tcrns. (iprcys i,alri ir la
halioatus ,rlsct takc sonc seabirds iniluding Whitc-
facc(l Storm-Pctrcls. Thc skink Egcniu kingii
probabl),.takcs somc scabirtl cggs. i inrl thc C'arpct
Pr th , rn  P l t l r , , r i  \ / ' l r , / / i  i  n r r ' \ \  , ' r r  r , ' r r r .  . . . : ,1 ' i r , l . .
in r : lud ing  thc  I - r t t l t  5hr  r r ru i r te  r .
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OTHER VERTEBRATES
Two spcc ics  o f  t r tamtna l .  thc  

' l  
an ln i r r

Nlu<roprt.s clgc,/l l  and thc Southerr Bush Rat
R,lttus .l i !:;cipa.\ aDd ll i  spccics ol rcpti lc occur on
thc islrDd. Dln'rcl\,: thc gcckocs (. 'r.,r ' l .r i[?( 1]111.f
o&'llinls. I)iltloda< tt lus .\pirigetus, Oeltyru

ti?gltd, I Id(t onoti! l t irtot' i , I ' lnl lodactyltts
Dtunnt)t tttt!s. I irtdcrtoodisuttrtt.r /7rl l i l ;  lhc lcglcss
liz,ntl Lidli.; barti)/ri.r: thc drallon Iizard /).rg.)/rri
/nir(,,/: the skinks (i lploDl(?lutru.\ (oit(h j '  ,
(. lcnt)tus lulluts, I lgcrtia kingii, E. stokesii,
Lcri.sto clagtns, L. l i trcopt!n(lt! lulo, L. praapetlitt,
Morctlt iu l int 'ot)(l letu, and tlrc snrkcs Pf 1/1.)l
r 7 , 1 / 1 , 1 1 1 ' , 1 , , 1  V , u t t i , , l l , t  / l r t , , r ' i l l ' .  T l t r '  t u | t l L '
( ltclo ia tnrdus hus ulso bccn rccorded on ltnd
l l ca f  thc  i s  l i l  n  c l .

C)ther Seabirds Recorded

I ) i t " )k\ l t l t  t l t lo tunt \utr . , !  \ 'c l l (^ !  nosed Al l , r r ro\ \1( lcrc l icr)
' l lu  toutcn s l i lunt tus Southcfn ( l i rn l  I )c1r . l
I 'huluLrotr t r t . t  Lt rbt t  ( i rcat  Cor ntr rarrL
' l  lou\  k 'n / i to l t t i \  Lc\ \cr  No( ld\

Banding

De cr'rn lrcr 196-1 on lv.
l l r , l r " 1 , r , , g 1 1 , , , 1 . v 1 , i , 1 ' /  n r r t n e r s .
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