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BIRD IN THE HAND

BLUE-FACED HONEYEATER Entomyzon cyanotis

GREG P. CLANCY

56 Armidale Road, Coutts Crossing, NSW 2460

This Bird in the Hand has been determined
mainly from specimens banded on the north coast
of New South Wales. Birds from other areas may
differ in some details. for examDle the northern
race albipen?is possesses white wing patches, and
race harteri, from Cape York and New Guinea,
is  smal ler .

AGEING

(Based on face colours, Fig. 1).

Juvenile (J)

Facial Patch: Generally yellow, sometimes with a
small blue area below or in front of eye, often
flr"rshed with pink (blood).

Bil l Base: Yellow.

Gttpe: Yellow

lrrs: Grey/brown.

1st Year (1)

FaciaL Patch: Generally yellow, sometimes
greenish or with green areas.

Bil l Base: Yellow.

Gape: Ycllow.

lris: Palc brown to creamy brown.

lst-2nd Year (2-) (acquired by 6 months of age)

Facial Patch: Yellow above eye, dark blue below
eye, overlap area of green usually presenl.

Bill Base: Yellow, later turning light blue.

Gape: Yellow, later turning grey.

Iris. 'Cream.

Adult (2+) (acquired by about 16 months of age or
later)

Facial Patch: Light blue above eyes, dark blue
below eye.

Bill Base: Light blue.

Gape: Dark grey.

Iris. 'Cream.

SEXING

Wing Spon: Sexed museum specimcns. Males:
475 mm-485 mm (n : 2);Females: 435 mm-456
mm (n  :  4 ) .

When a l l  avai lable wing-span measuremcnts of
aged birds were graphed, two peaks, presumably
reflecting the clustering of male and female
measurements respectively. were obvious. It
appears reasonable to conclude that birds, other
than nestl ings and juveniles, that have a wing
span of 485 mm or greater are males and birds
with a wing span of 460 mm or lcss are females
(Clancy and Lane 1994).



gey/brown

irarch, 1994

Juvenile
(Age Code J)

lst - 2nd Y€ar
(Age Code 2-)

Figrrre l. Facial colours of juvenile, frrst year, fitst to
Westmacott,

G. P. C/ancy. Bird in the Hand

pale brown
to creamy

ycllow

lst Year
(Age Code 1)

Adult
(Age Code 2+)

second year and adult Blue-faced Honeyeaters. Illustrations by Mation

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
I wish to thank S. G. Lane. J. Liddy, J. S. Robertson,

F. J. Alexander, L. C. Llewellyn, R. J. Martin, J. Willows,
B. R. Jahnke, J. W. Hardy, T. H. Al ley, D. J. ceering,
M. Crowther and J. Mccrea whose bandins data were used
in lhe preparation of this paper. The Auslral ian Bird and Bat
Banding Schemes (ANCA) provided bands and mos! of the
data from the above individuals. W. Boles. of the Australian

Museum and N. W. Longmore, of the Queensland Mus€um,
provided data on specimens held in their respective
collections.

REFERENCES
Clancy, G. P. and Lane, S. G. (1994). A report on the Band-

ing of Blu€-faced Honeyeaters Entomtzon cyanotis on the
New South Wales North Coast. Corella 18: 25-2'7.

c r c n

dark bluc


