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SEABIRD ISLANDS

Fairfax Islands, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Location: 23'50'S, 152"20'E; 56 kilometrcs north-
eas t  o f  Round H i l l  on  the  na in la rd  and 110
kilonrctres east of Gladstone, Oueensland. part
of the Bunkcr Group of islands.

Status: Fauna Reservc since 1935 and National
Park  s incc  1937.

Description: The islands comprisc a large eastcrn
cay and a smallcr westerD cay that is sometimes
cut  in  two rcsu l t ing  in  th ree  is lands ,  as  in  192711
rnd in  1966r .

EASTERN CAY:  16  ha :  I  140 m x  240 m.  The
( i t \  i \  compi r \eJ  ( ) f  . t ' r r r l  . l t i ng le  i lno  h : l \  twr r  puo ls
( , 1  l r r i r c k i i h  u a l c r .  G u r r n | |  m i n i n g  i n  l S q s  l n l c a r \
to l lavc clcirred trccs and substantially altcrecl the
s u r i i r ( ( .  ( r : r t ( r i  f r , t r n  n i r v l r l  t l r r ! c l  f r i l \ t i c e  i n  l h r
l ( ) j l ) i .  l t )50 .  i rnd  lq ( ) r r \ ' .  i r r ( .  up  t r  R  m widc  r rnd
:1 m cicep. Thc vcgctation was severcly affected
nrrd the surfacc of the cay kcpt almost bare by a
hcrtl of goats bctwccn 1898 ancl 19724 (one
remaining goilt was removcd in 19it3). A Pnoric
grrinrl is forcst occupics thc central northcrn side
and a stand of Cusrurrint cquiscttfolia is prescnt
at thc north \,vcstcrn side. Sornc Ficus oppositcr
L\n(l 

'l'oumelbrlia 
orllantcq tlees occur but Drost of

thc cav is covered bv shrubs of Wollastonia bitlora,
Ahutilo asiutirum and herbs and grasses. A total
of 2ll plant specics has treen recordedl.r r.

WESTERN CAY:  3  ha ;  rough ly  22{ l  m in
sreatest $ idth. with a 'tail '  of variatrle length. The
cay is composed of coral shinglc and sancl extend-
ing to a l l rrow 600 m long sand spit at the south-
wcstcrn end. The spit can be severed Lly stornts
and on at least two occasions this century thc cnd
was isolated to givc a thircl islandr. Thc cay is
covered by Plsonirr lorest exccpt at the south-
western sidc. Other trees includc ,F. oppositl, (:.
a q u is e t i fo I i a, T o t t rncJ o rt i a ar gent e d L\n.1 Pq nda n us
tKbrius. Thc sancl spit is presently vcgctated
a long i t s  leng th  a l though in  thc  pas t  i t  has  been
bare [ollowing overwash b\ rvavcsr. I ourneJorticr
.Jt1d (usuarino trees arc \\,cl l developed at the
south-western  end.  A  to ta l  o f  26  p ian t  spcc ics  has
bccn t t ' r t r r r l t ' r l r  r  '
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Landing: Visitation requires a permit as the
islands arc gazcttcd Rcstrictcd Access under the
National Parks and Wildlifc Act. Acccss is usually
across thc rccf f lat at thc north-western side
cluring high tide. Care nrust bc tzlkcn to avoid
rubble banks. Visits are discouraged when Brown
Boobics are nesting because disturbancc rcsults
in heavy predation on eggs bv gulls.

Ornithological History: MacGill ivraylr and Nebel:
rccorded birds on 20 November 1927. Emburyo
noted birds in December 1937. Boothr l ived on
the western ca1' from January 1966 to May 1970
and compiled a l ist of birds. HulsmanN e surveyed
seabirds from 9 to l l January 1983. Leggettr( '
rccordcd birds bctween 2-5 ALlgust and I September
198,1. S. Domm rccorded birds on one or both
cays on l0 occasions between 30 March 1983 and
9 Dcccnrbcr 198'1. T. Walkcr rccorrlcd birds on
onc or both cays on l0 occ.lsi()ns betwecn 28.lul1'
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I Ite nntoprr.s l i l iginosus Sooty Oystcrcatchcr
Nest ing  was repor ted  in  thc  pcr iod  Scptcmbcf  to
C)ciober irt 1966 7(l ' . In recent years up to four
birds were often present a1 cach ca1'. anil ncsting
lggrcssion was sometimcs observed (also in
1927" )  bu t  nes ts  werc  no t  loca ted .

Lsrus novaehollunrllce Silvcr Gull - August
nes t ing  was rcpor ted  in  1945r r .  C)c tobcr  ncs i ing
was reported in 1966-701. In rcccnt ycrrs up to
400 gulls havc bccn prcscnt at the eastcrn cay and
a few clispcrscd ncsts were locatcd in nlost months
cxccpt Junc and July"'. Conrprchcnsive nest counts
cannot  bc  nadc  w i thout  caus ing  hcavv  prcdat ion
ol Browr Boobv ctgs. At the wcstcrn cav up to fivc
occupied ncsls huvc bccn obscrvccl t)n the spit and
occasionally up k) 120 gulls havc bccn rcclrrclcd.

Ilulntpro14nc,:uspiu Caspian Tcrn - A pair.
was  rcpor te ( l  ( )n  thc  s i rnd  sp i l  w i th  two cggs  in
Augus l  19 i1 .1 r " .  Th is  i s  an  iso la tcc l  cvent  by
r  r t g t . r t t t  l r i r d s  ; r .  ; r  (  l r . l i : r r r  1  .  r n  1 1 ; 1 .  l r c c i l
rccorcletl lervcr than a dozclt t intes in thc vicinity
o f  thc  C lapr ic r t rn -BuDker  Is lands  t l t i s  ccn turv .

Stcrnu drngtl l i i  Rosciitc Tcrn Ncsting was
l (  l n ' r l c ( l  I r  I l r r  . P i l  i  l l r r  p c r r , r t l  I , t { n ,  p  l i ,  l , l - r l
l ) u l  t l , r  , i r l l l i l \  $ e r e  u i r , . r r r .  T l t L .  r r l )  , , t l t c r  h r , . , , l -
i n !  l r ' ( r ' r J  i i  r r l  t \  , '  r t r . t .  u i t h  e g g . : r l  t l l L  c l ) L l  , , 1
t l t c  sp i t  , ' n  2 .5  l i cn tcn lhcr  I t r81 .

.\tcr a .\uLtl(tt 'otd l l lack napcd Tcrn - Nc-sting
u i l \  f (  l , r r ' r c r l  i n  D ( ( ( r ) t h ( . 1  I ' r l - '  l r n . l  I n  l h L  n ( n O d
l ( ) { ( '  r , ,  l , r ? i r  i n  N , , \ ( r n h ! r  , ' r  A p r i l r .  I  h i r r v  I , ; r i r .

1983 and 27 Scptcmber 191J.1. on cight occasions
bctwe cn i 2 l)ccember 198-5 and 2() March
l987r r ' r :  r '  and  on  l6  Dcccnber  1990.  S .  G.  Lanc
acconpaniccl Walker on 1lJ Deccrrbcr l9li6 to
bancl Brown Boobv chicks.

Breeding Seabirds and Status

PuJlinus puc'i l icus Wcdgc-tailed Slrcarwarer
Brccding bircls arc present from Septcmbcr to
May but leave thc region in u,inter. In January
1983 about 500 pairs occupied burrows in the
Plsollri t irrest on thc westcrn cay. Sorlc 30-50
Pa i rs  ncs t  on  t l l c  cas tern  cay .

Sule lruolld.\ter Brown Booby All visitors to
tl 'rc cavs have comnrentcd on the large booby
co lony .  E l l i s i  i ro tcd 'manv thousands ' in  thc  l sq( ts
and Nebe ncnt ioncd t l lousands '  in  Deceml - rc r
l93 l r l .  Boothr  repor tcd  tha t  ncsung conrmencec
in ()ctobcr in I966. 19(r7 irnd l9f)f i. ancl in ALrgtLsl
in  1969.  In  rccc l t t  ve i l rs  cggs  huvc  bccn lound in
l t l l  n ron ths  bu t  mi tss  lav ing  conrmenccd in  la tc
A l | . u u . t .  H i l l r t s t  n l l l n l ' c f .  l  l r c . t i r r !  l l r i r r  u . . r .
prcscnt ftoln Scpternbcr to Febr.ua11,. lbllowed by
a c lcc l inc  to  u lmost  nonc  in  Ma_v . lu ly .  In . lanuarv
1983. thcrc wcrc I l i l0 aciults wlith rnorc than 90i)
juvcr r i l cs  an t l  ch ickss .  On thc  easrc rn  cav  rn
D t e e r r r l ' . r , , 1  l , r x I  i  t ( l  l r l x - l  j t l \ r , u l  t  t x x t  c l i i c k s
$ 'c lc  cs t imated  t ( )  bc  p lcscu t  as  rvc l l  as  I  smal l
numbcr  o l  cggs .  In  Deccmbcr  1990 more  than
-1 (X)(l pairs were cstin]atcd to bc nesling with
rough ly  ha l f  incubat ing  ergs  and ha l f  w i th  la rgc
chicks. On thc westcrn cav 300 pairs or nttxc
wcrc cstinntcd to nest in 19E3-8.1. l9il4-85 anti
1990 91 .  hggs  ure  l i r i r l  on  thc  g ror . rnd  (w i th  o r
\ \ ' l thou t  a  ncs t )  in  open areas  or  in  t l l c  fo res t .

Egrc u suttu Eastcrn Rcef Egret Rccordccl
brecil ing in l927rr anci 1966-7(ir. In reccnt years
a  ncs t  has  been found occas iona l l y  on  bo th
islancls. A ntaximunt of 90 egrets was rccordecl at
thc cays irnri rccf.

HuetnutopLt.\ longintstri.s Picd Ovstercatcher
Rt . r '11 .11  | lL \ l i r ] r  l rom S. .p rc rnho l . )  Oc t ' ,hc r  n
l(Xt6 7l)) . In recent years botlt the eastern and
wcstcln cays hrvc oItcD had up to tbur birt ls
prcscn t  (one record  o f  scvcn on  the  Ia rge  cav) .
An unlic(lgcLl juvenile rvas prescnt in Octoltcr
l9 f i6 .  on  thc  cas tc rn  cav .

i ] l . t ' ,
ryJitli .

. Ftirfa-y lsltrds Jiotn th? tit (looking trest).
phoro :  I  A  Wl tkc r



ncs tcd  in . l i l nuar \
c lN sanc l  sp i t l r  anc l
l98 l l  anc l  1989.

I' 4 lrr'dlkerel a/.r Farnax tstands Corel la 17(5)

l 9116 a t  thc  end o l  t i r c  wes lc rn
smal l  co lon ics  werc  p rcsc t r t  in

,\t(ntu onu(th(tu.\ Llri i l lccl 
' I 'crn - SmaLll lumltcrs

lrrccd Iri lrr October to Januar\ \t}dcr Wollostonio
i rn ( l  o thcr  shrubs  on  bo t l  qy5 .  Thcrc  a rc  no
rccor r ls  p r io r  to  l9 ( r  l  r  .  Thc  es t i rnarco  nur  )c r  on
t l rc  cas tc rn  c l l \ ' on  T . lanu i l l v  1983 rvas  26 f  and thc
pop l r l i r t ion  l ras  no t  changcc l  s ign ihcant ly  in  s r rb -
\ r ' ( l l r L t ) l  \ ( i r r \ .  { ) n  l l l (  \ \ ' t . l ( n t  ( i r \  I l l l L C  \ \ \ l L
secn in f)cccrnbcr 198-5 uncl lcrvct thun 2() nestcd
in  subscqucnt  \  c l i r s .

.\tantu albil i tns I-itt lc 
-I 'crn - Ncsls wcre

fepo l tcd  in  cxposcd pos i t ions  on  thc  bcach in
l)cccnrtrer 19i7" aDcl ncsting \\ i ls rccolclccl in thc
pcr iod  1966 197( l  l )u t  no  dc tu i l s  rvc rc  s ivcnr .  In
t r ' \ ' ( n l  \ \ ' i  \  u l )  I \ r  I  l  u L  r ( .  . , , r l ] ( . 1 i n t , . . ,  p l ( : u n l  , , t l
the  bcrch  in  sumntcr .  A l thouth  brcec l ing  p lumagc
wls  conmon.  j r rvcn i l cs  tha t  h l rd  undcrgone thc i r
l irst posl-fledging nroulr wc[e l)rcscnt. 

' l ' lrcrc 
arc

l to  r les t ing  [cpor ls  on  an)  Capr ico l l t  o t  Br rnkcr
I s l r r n d  s i n c c  l t ) 7 1 .

.Stcntu ltcrgii ( 'r cstcil l 'crn A smull colony was
no lc ( l  on  thc  c r \ tcn)  caY in  Noventber  l927 l l  anc i
ncs t ing  $ i rs  fcpor ted  in  thc  1966-7( l  per iodr .  ln
. lanurLr r  198( r  lhc rc  $c lc  2 .10  b i r . i s  $ , i th  a t  l c rs t  l0
ch icks  anr l  runners  r i s ib lc  a t  thc  wcs tc rn  cnd o l
t l le  eas tc rn  cav l r .  A l  l l r c  s i l l re  s i tc  on  1( r
L)ecember l9ii(r therc \! lLs I colonv with -53 ncsts
r r i t l r  . r u .  . l r L l  ' ' r )  . r ' l u l t .  1 ' 1 , - 1 r , ' , i n ;  t o  l r \  H \
[:cbtuarr'. -500 aclults ancl l lcciglings. plus 25
runr le rs .  \ \ ' e rc  p rcscn t .  C l ( ) lon ics  a lso  $ ,e re
rccor t l cc l  in  c i i r l r  l9 i i7  rnc l  1988.

.\ternu botgulausi.s l-csscr Crcstcd Tcrn - NcstinS
rvas rcporletl in thc l9(r(r 70 pc|iotl bLrt no details
wcrc  g ivcn  o thcr  than thc  s i tc  was  thc  samc onc
usccl trv Crcslccl Tcrnsr. No othcr ncsti l lg is
rccorc lec l  anc l .  in  la tc r  vc i t rs .  b i rc ls  *c rc  s igh tcc l
in f l cquent l r '  ( l  l0  b i rds  on  s ix  occas ions) .

. . \n ( ) t t s  D l i Iu tus  B lack  Noddv -  Ncs t ing  $ 'as
rccorc lcc l  in  No lcmbcr  l9 f7 l l  l l  and  in  sunr rncr  in
196(170r .  ln  Junuarv  l98J  rncrc  werc  a r l
c \ t in i l t cd  670 b i lds  ncs t ing  on  bo th  i s landss .  In
Dcccnr t rc r  1990 the  cas le rn  ca ! '  had  2  1(X)  pa i rs
r)cstiI lg iI l  Pi.r.rrl.r trccs rvith probablv a largcr
popu l i r t ion  ( )n  the  \ \ ' cs tc fn  ca \ ' .  Fc$ ,  h i rc ls  i i r c

Prescnt  dur ing  \ \ ' i n te r  and the  main  popu la t ion
ar r i \ ' es  to  l rccd  i r )  August  Scptcmbcr  cach yca f .

. Ilre\l1 Boobia.s nasting on Etg Fuirlox Islund

I ) h o l o :  L  A .  W a l k e  I

Factors Affecting Status

RelativelV lclv slrcarrvatcrs ncst on tltc castcrn
cay  bec |usc  i t s  rubb lc  subs t ra te  i s  no t  su i tab lc  fo r
di{ging burrows. Thc clistl ibrLtion ol bLlrrows orl
t l l c  wcs tcnr  cav  is  l in r i t cc l  to  thc  cx tcn t  o l  thc
vcgc ta t i ( )n .  Most  bur ro$ \  ( )ccu l  i l l  ( )nc  s i l c  in  thc
/' lrolirr forcst-

Thc  brccc l ing  o l  scab i rc ls  i \  a f l cc tec l  b t ' ra ts  anc l
gulls. Rats occur on [)oth islancls antl prcsurrabll '
p rcy  on  cggs  and l ra tc l l l i ngs .  

' I ' h is .  
no  c loubt .  i s

u h 1  B r i , l l e . l  l e r r t : .  w l t i . h  \ l t , , \  n ( s l | | r !  s r l u
l i c lc l i t l , .  b rccc l  in  such lou  numbcrs .

S i l vc r  Gu l ls  p rc t  on  cggs  o l  boo l ) i cs  i r ]d  s tca i
foorl fronr thc youn!1. Atlults an,i voung arc
har rassec l  by  gu l l s  whcn purcn ts  leed the i r  young.
H igh  nunrbcrs  o f  boob)  cggs  i l r c  takcn  l ) ) r  gu l l s
u 'hcn  pcop lc  ua lk  th lough lhe  cas lc rn  cav  and
d is tu rb  t l l c  parcn t  b i rds .  Th is  i s  a lso  a  p rob le rn  on
thc wcstcfn cii_v.

In  add i t ion .  boob ies  havc  to  run  lhc  acr ia l
L laLrn t lc t  o f  l r iga tcb i rc ls .  Of tcn  nrorc  than 60
Circar Frigatcbirds await i lrc()nring boobics. Some
attacks arc succcssful in forcing the boobies to
rcgurgitatc thc food but f locks oI gulls oftcn bcat
thc  l l . iga tcb i rds  to  thc  p r izc .

Pr io r  to  t i rc  rc rnova l  o l  thc  ! {oa ts  (up  to  85)  thc
numbcrs  o i  B l l t ck  Nodc l i cs  on  thc  c i l s lc rn  ca .v  n la )
h lvc  bccn rcs t r i c tcd  bv  a  Iack  o l  ia l i cn  l caves  or -
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Wandcr ing Albatrossl
( l  record)

Southcrn C; iant  Petre l l
i I record)

Sula sutu Red-footed Boobyr ( I record)
Pl td l turot() f tLrsulL. i ronr is L i l t leBlackCornornDt

(uDcommon, Inax.  50)
I'htlu nx oruu ntehnol.1r(or Lillle Pied Cormoranl

(uncommon)

foliage for nest constructiona. Bridlcd Terns were
probably absent unti l shrubbcry grew back
following departure ol the goats. Thc goat herd
may also havc trampled tcrn nests and shearwater
burrows. ln contrast, rcgrowth of dcnse shrubbery
nay recluce the area suitable tbr booby nesting.
Some notldy and shearwatcr mortality rcsults
lrom cntanglcmcnt with sticky Pisonia fruits.

White-bellicd Sca-Eagles H al I ia e e t u.s I e uco gaste r
occur and may prey on seabirds. A small amount
of interfcrcnce trom nesting turtles may occur to
terns ncsting on the wcstcrn sand spit arca. The
spit is known to have beeD ovcrwashed by stormsa
and at onc time it supported booby nestingrr.

Other Seabirds Recorded

Didncd?a ? luns

Md(bIt(fts t!tgt'lk'us

Clr ibb,  A.  ts .  (19E6).  Tbc lcrrcstr ia l  vcgctat i ( )n on Fir i r fax
Is lanr ls.  Greal  Barr ier  Rccf .  Qld Nat.26:119-126.
El l is .  A.  F.  (1936).  AdventuLing in coral  scas.  (Angus
and Roberts()n:  Svdne).)
Dmbury.  F- .  M. (1939).  Sca bi  s  of  thc ( ; fcat  Bi i r r icr
I tcc l .  walkdb. , r r  5(4) :  l3 16.
I lc  lwole.  H.  (1984).  Tcrrcstr ia l  vcgctat ion of  thc coral
cays.  Capr icornia Scct ion.  Grcat  Barr ier  Rccl  Mirr inc
Pirk.  In Thc Clapr icornia Sccl ion of  thc crcat  Barr ie l
Rccf  -  Pasl ,  pfcscol  and lururc pp.  87 139 (Roy.  Soc.
Old and Ausl .  Coral  Reef Soc. :  Br isbanc.)
Hulsman. K.  (1983).  Survoy of  scabird colonies in the
( lapr icorrr ia Sccl ioo of  thc Crcat  Brr f ier  Recf  Mar inc
I 'ark I I .  Populat io l  pLrrrmeters and somc nl  nagcmcnt
opt ions.  Rcscarch Rcport  lo Cre.rr  Ba|r icr  Rccf  Mar inc
Prrk Author i ty :  Townsvi l lc .
Hulsman. K.  (1984).  Survcy ot  scabird colooics in thc
Capr icornia Scct ion of  lhc Crcat  Brr f ier  Rccf  Mi l r inc
I ' r rk I IL Populat ion paranrclcrs and mnnagcmcnt
stratcgics.  Rcscarch Rcpol . t  b Grsat  Barr icr  Rcci
Mar inc Park Author i l ) r :  Townsvi l l i r .
Lcggct t .  R.  (19u6).  Birds seen on Fair fax Is l lnds.  251b
Augusl  ls t  Septembcr.  t981.  Qkl  iJ . t t .26 121-123.
MacCi l l ivray.  W. ( l92l i ) .  Bi rd- l i lc  o l  thc Bunker and
Capricorn Islands. Enu 27, 23(1249 .
Nctrc.  J.  (1932).  A natur i r l is l  s  hol ic lLry on tbc Crcal
Barr ier  Reel .  Q11 Na/.  6:  102 108.
Ncbc.  J.  (1932).  A sccond hoi idr !  on thc Barr icr  Rcci
is lands.  8/ /  Nd/ .  8:51-59.
Walker.  T.  A.  (198(r .  Black-orpcd Tcrns ) / r ' r .nd. \ r r , r?rr-
rd,?a on thc soulhern crcat  Blr r ier  Reel .  I985 l98ar.
(i',e|tu lot 123-124.
Wir lkcr ,  T.  A.  (1987).  Crcstc l l  

' l 'crns 
Stut lu b?ry i i  on tht

southcrn C'eat  Barr icr  Rccf  is land\ .  i985 1986. Cor. . / r r
1 2 : 5 3  5 6 .
Walkcr .  

' l .  
A.  (19t8) .  Thc popular ion of  (hc Si lvcr  Ciul l

Lurus novueholandkt  on thc Capr icorn and Bunkcr
Is l : rnds.  Cbl . / /d 12:  l l3  l lu .
Whcclcr ,  W. R. i rDd Watson.  l .  (19(r3) .  Thc Si lver  Gut l
Latus tnraehol lundiac Slcfhcns.  Ernr 63:  99-173.
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Grcirt  Frigalcbird (up ro 57 in
C.rrr/.rrird trees on western
cny. Ninc old ncsts thoughl
to bclong to frigatebirds werc
noted in 1937r' .)

Lcast FriSatcbirds (max. ,+8
ovcrhcad)

Red-tai lcd Tropicbird (rarc.
ovcrhead)

Whitc-facc HcroD (rarc.
mL ' x .2 )

Phacthon rubriautlu

Atdca noru(hollundia.

Banding

Pcr iod  1966 to  1969;  1985;  16  December  I986.

Sulq sulu - 2 immaturcs.
Sula leu<:ogaster 7 adults. 658 young.
Phalactocorax meluwtleucos - 2 young.
Lurus novaehollandlne - 5 chicks.
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