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SEABIRD ISLANDS

Wilson Island, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Locat ion :  23 '18 'S ,  151"55 'E :  s i tua ted  88
kilomctrcs north-east of Gladstone on thc ccntral
Qucens land coas t .

Status: Nirtional Park. Heron Island Pty Ltd holds
a Special Lease over thc island and pcrmission is
required for entry.

Description: 4.-5 ha; 275 m x 210 m (abovc high
tide). A sand cay with intcrmixcd coral rubblc
and a wide band of beach rock around the southern
and castcrn shorcs. Erosion and accretion of the
cay has bccn dcscribed over several yearsr. The
vegetationr i is predominantly lorest or stands of
Pisonia grandis and Pundunus lecbrius
interspersed u'ith grassy clearings. Cusuurina
aquisctifolia forest occupies the western side with
scaltcrcd trcos clsewherc around the margin.
Other strand t(ccsi\rc Tournefortio argentia and
Scuevolu serices. Low Flcas opposita trees are
common on the eastern half of thc cay and a grove
of Cordio subcordata is present on the northern
strand. Ground cover is primarily Sporobolus
virginicus. Other species present in February 1990
were Wolluslenitr biforu, Ettlthorbi(r tennansis,
Boerltavia repens, Acltyrafithes aspera, Tribulus
< i.stt>kles, Lepturus repens, Thureo inwtluta,
Solanum amaricnnurn. Cent'hrus echindtus,
Iponcu nutcrantha, Commicarpus insularum ztnd
Abutilon asidicum. Euphofuia atoto, Gnaphalium
Intco-qlbwn, ( 'akile edentuh, Canuvalia roseo and
Sonchus oleruceus were previously recorded2 and
probably dorurant undcr thc drought conditions
of carly 1990. T$clvc tourisf accommodation
struclures are dispclscci ovcr Ihc north-castcrn
part of the ca\

Landing: The westcrn beach is accessiblc at all
t  idcs .

Ornithological History: Birtls were recorcled on l3
f)cccnrber 1925 bl MacGill ivravs. Gilbertl and
Musgraverrl: on 3 Decembcr l917 hv MacGill ivrav'r:
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and in Dcccmbcr 1946 by Coopcrr. Whcclcr and
WatsonH listed the cay as a gull nesting sitc and
Cribb'r noted sone seabirds in May 1964. C. J.
Limpus and other turtle researches recorded sea-
birds in December 1977 and in February of 1981
and 1982.  M.  Vanek s tud ied  Wedge- ta i led  Shear -
waters in the early 1980s. K. Hulsman" ' ccnsuscd
seabirds and waders from Decernber 1982 to
Fcbruarv l9ll l  and from [)r 'ccml.rcr" ]9113 lo
February 191t,1. S. G. Lane censused seabirds and
waclers (for Hulsman) on f5 Januarv 198,1. S.
Domm rccordcd birds cluring l2 visils from
Februar l  l9 t l J  to  January  19 i . l9 .  T .  A .
W l l ker r r ' r :  r r  censused b i rds  dur ing  l l l  v is i t s  f rom
March 1983 k) March 1990. D. Paton rccordcd
birds on several occasions lrom l98E to 1990 and
bird notes were taken bY other marinc park staff
from 1983 to 1990.
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Sternu anaethetus Bridled Tern - A small
nunber brecd from Octobcr to Dccenber or
January and zlrc absent for thc rest of the vcar_' l cn  

p r i r . -ucrc  l r )un ' "1  in  l ( , i {2 -X3 r r r r . l  f i v r  pa i r :  in
lq8 . r -84 '  .  t  hc  co lony  wrs  n , , t  r (pur tcd  pr i ' r r  t ' ,
the l9tl0s. Nests arc dispersccl and hicldcn on thc
glound unclcr Pallrinrrs r-oots and shlubs.

Slernu bergii Crcstccl 
'I'ern 

A few nested in
summer 1925r'i. Numerous rcmalins of ncsts
thought to be ()1 this spccies were prcsent in it
clcarirg in May 196,1r. Presumed ncsting was
obserycd in Fcbruary l9lJl but the presence of
cggs or chicks was not invcstigatcd.

Attous minutus Black Noddy - Summer roosting
of up tu 1 000 is corrmon in the western
( 'a ' t t r t ru ta  I rc r i .  Fo l r r  r t (s l {  u  L  rc  p rcs(n t  in  i l  l  ree
in January 1990 and a fifth pail were incubating
an cgg in  another  t rec  in  March  1990.

Factors Affecting Status

Frcqucr l  l ru rnan v is i t l t io r  and occupat ion  mJy
bc associatcd with thc breeding failure of Roseate
and Black-naped Tcrns during thc 1980s. Up to
75 day-visitors and l6 overnight tourists arc
pcrmittcd on the cay (1990 figures). The small
size of the island makes it dif l icult for people to
nvoid disturbance of terns nesting or selecting
ncst sitcs. Eastern Reef Egrets wil l probably
descrt thcir brccding site since tourist accommoda-
tion was placed thcrc in 1989 90. Shearwater
burrows are inevitabl)' collapscd by pcople walk-
ing through the grassy clcarings and forest.
Burrows are particularly collapsible whcn thc
sand is very dry or vcry wet.

H ighcr  gLr l l  n l rmher \  r re  a t t rac l (L l  l ( )  lhc  c ry  bv
lhc  f i resen(c , ' l  pcop le r  .  Th<r  p r r t ro l  lhe  marg ins
of tcrn colonies, prey on eggs. steal f ish and are
implicated in thc ncsting failurc of the terns.

The forest was once dominated by Pandanas
treesl rJ) but thcsc bave bccn reduced by burning
irnd by natural expansion <tf Pisonia forest. The
island was carelcssly set on firc in the early 1960s
and early 1970s. Brccding seabirds would suffcr
directly from firc and indirectlv through changcs
to the vcgctation. Bridled Terns would bc most
aftected and this might havc cotrtributed to their
low brecding numbers. Highcst densities of shear-
water burrows occur amongst Pundanus stands
and these would have suffered accordingly.

Breeding Seabirds and Status

I'uJ.finus pacificus Wcdge-tailed Shcarwater -
Arrive in October to biceti and thc last birds
dcpar t  in  Mav or  June.  In  1946 there  wcre  .a
number  o f  bur rows in  onc  smal l  sec t ion  on ly ' r  bu t
prcsently nesting Occurs throughout thc cay
cxccpt whcle cay rock or lubble prcvent burro*i-
ing. Ocnsus calculations irom thc 191J2-83 and
l ( )11  | i4  h lecJ t lg  sc : r \ , )n \  B i l \ c  f ig l t rcs  o f  t \  l?8
i rn ( l  h  { r75  p . r i rs  rcspcc t ive l l i ' .

I ' ,grcltu stu'ra Eastenl Rcef Egret Up to 6,+ ltavc
bccn counted ,  most  o f  wh ich  were  wh i tc  co lour
norphs. Nesting has bcel obscrvccl from August
to March in thicket of Conliq, Tournefortio un<l

Lqrus noraehollun r/ice Silvcr Gull - Gull
numbcrs rangcd from 6 to 130 in thc 1980s.
Breccling was not obseryed in Dcccmbcr of 192-5.
1927 or 19.16 but now occurs through summer with
nests dispersed along thc wcstcrn. southern and
castern strand or in loose colonies at the south-
$'est anrong Ctstturinu antl [ 'andanus. Fewer than
l {1  , ' ccu l i cd  ncs ls  i r r (  u \u i r l l }  p rescn l  i l l  r r ) \  l imc .

Stcnm dougall i i  Roscatc 
'I 'crn - This tcrn is

absent in wintcr brit hundrcds arrivc to breed
between November and March in most years.
[ggs are laid in tight colonies close to the beach
on slnd or in grassi sites are sometimes deserted
rv i thout  la f ing  (1981-83,  1983-84.  1988 89) .  The
largcst colonies were 5(X) birds with eggs and
chicks in Fcbruary 1982. 298 nests with eggs in
Fcbruarv 1987 and 502 nests with eggs in February
1990. Bieeding success is tow or nif in most years.
Thc l9ll9-90 scason was rcmarkable in that thrcc
succcssive nesting attcmpts werc ntade in
Deccmtrcr. February and April: intricate cup-
ncsts wcre constructed lron Casuarina leaves by
cvcry Fcbruar,v pair instcad of laying eggs on the
sa nd .

Sterna stotttrtrona Black-napcd Tcln - Laying
occurs in most ycars betwecn November and
M i r r c h .  l l  l ( ,  l { r i l  , r r  4 { l { l  l r i r r . i s  a r \ ' \ o n r e l i m c \
prcsent lt colonies but a maxinrum of 50 nests hzts
becn rccorded at any tinlc. Low brccding success
is common and latc colonies in the season might
consist of rc-ncsting birds. Eggs are usually laid
on sand or rock close to thc hiSh tidc l inc. Tlt is
spccics is rarel,\ prcsent in wintcr.
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Small nurnbers of shcarwatcr.s or occasionallv
h e r , , n .  r r r r t l  t c  l .  f j r l l  n r c \  r , ,  t h c  W h i r e  h e l l i e j
Se i r -

Other Seabirds Recorded

t' hu I o c ruc o r u t s u h tu t: t n t
I' I ki k( t oc oftL\ nk, I o t t o I t I tu)r

,1ft|d norKhtllandik
I t o( D tt bp u \ b ngi n) n 1 t s
I  rou tk\ )u\  JuI ig i t Iosus

.\rr:nu fungtltntis

Brorn Boob! ( rarc)
I - i l I lc  ts lack Cofnrcrant  ( r  l fc)
L i i t le  Picd Ci)rnorant  ( r r rc)
Ler\1 I r r igalcbir ( l  ( r l rc)
Whi lc fuccd Hcron (rare)
Picd Ovslercatchcr ( r r re)
Sooly Oystcf  c i r tchcr ( r r rc)
Li1r1c Tcrn (  ax 150)
Lesscr ( l re\ le( lTcrn

(LlncorJ l rnon)

Banding

One v is i t  - .1  January  1984.

I\rJfinus pacifictts 20 adults.
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