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SEABIRD ISLANDS

Tryon Island,, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

TRYON ISLAND, QUEENSLAND
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Corel la 17(5)

No. 220

Location: 23'15'S, 151'47'E, 83 kilomctres north-
eas t  o f  G lads tonc ,  Oueens land.  I t  i s  in  the
Capricorn Group of islands.

Status: Dcclared a National Park in 1982.

Description: l0 ha; 725 m x 170 m (measured
above high tidc). An elongatcd coral cay aligncd
in a south-west to north-east direction. An 1l m
high (above high tide) dune rises along the southern
side. Cihanges in the shape of thc cay since 1969
irre documentcd by Flood('. The vcgctation is
dcscribcd by Cribb:. Most oI thc cay is covered
try a Prsorrla gr.rn.1iJ forcst. Other trees present
arc ficas obliqua, F. oppositu, Celtis paniculatq,
Piplunts urgenlaa, ()ordiu subtordata, Casuarina
equisatiJolio, TournaJortiu argentea, Pandanus
lectorius Lrnd Sctrevolu scrlceu. Wallastonia biflora
and Abutilon asiqLlcutn dominate clearings in the
forcst and among trees in the strand zone. A total
of , l7 plant species have been recordedr'5 E.

Landing: Acccss to thc island is at high tide across
thc rcef f lat, prcferably at thc wcstern cnd.

Ornithological History: Birds were recorded by
thc lollowing visitors: Campbell and White2
and Ba l re t t r  in  Octobcr  1910;  G i lber t r  and
MacGill ivravrr in November 1925; MacGill ivrayra
and Nap ier i i '  i n  November  1927;  MacGi l l i v rayrs
in  May 1930 and Dcccmbcr  l93 l  (unpub l ished
notcs) i  C loopcr r  in  Dccember  1946;  Jahnker r  in
August 1977 and Mclean in July 1978rr. M. Vanek
studicd shearwaters in thc carly 1980s. Hulsman
surveved seabirds in Dcccmbcr 1982. . lanuary
l9lJ3. Decernbcr 1983 and Fcbruary 1984. S. G.
I-anc survcyed birt ls in January 1984 and banded
seabircls in Dcccmbcr 1986. S. Domm recordecl
birds on scvcn occasions between l6 January 1983
and 2l Februaly 1985. T. Walker recorded birds
on l{) March 1983. on scven occasions bctwccn 4
.lanualv 19lJ.l ancl 2 Decembcr 19E4, and on ninc
occasions bctwcen l5 f)ecenber 1985 and 2i

March 1987.  D.  Paton and other  Mar inc Park
staff rccorded birds on several occaslons between
1987 and 1990.

Breeding Seabirds and Status

Puffinus paciJicus Wedgc-tailcd Shearwater -
Adults arrive at the cay and commcnce nesting in
October. Last fledglings depart in May or June.
Burrows occur everywhere except where thc
ground has been cbmpactcd by camper-. or
excirvated by turtles. There were an cstimated
l1 600 and 7 100 breeding pairs in February 191J3
and February 1984 rcspcctively'r' l{r.

l:gretta .,;,ttru Fastern Rcct tgret - Breeding
. r , i u r r c d  i n  l ' l l l l  i r n d  1 9 2 5 -  r ' . " \ ( 5 l i n g  h i N  b e c ;
recordcd from August to Decenrbcr. Up to 90



December, T 993

cgrc ts  have been countod  bu t  l tunbcrs  o f  ncs ts
arc  low.  About  e igh t  nes ts  wcrc  es t imatec l  in
I977r r .  Ncs ts  a rc  in  t rccs  o r  on  thc  g round under
Parrrlaarr.t roots.

Ituernutopus Juligino:us Soot)' Oystcrcatchcr -
Recordetl nesting in 1927'r. Thcrc arc no othcr
brcetl in-! recorrls and sightings ol bir<ls arc tcw.

Lurtts rtot uchollarirl iac Silvcr Gull - Ncsting was
r -cpor tcc l  in  1925 ' - l r  and l927 l l .  In  rcccn t  ycars
ncsting, has been recordeil fronr L)ctobcr to
ivlarcllr ' . 

' l- l lcrc 
wcrc 5-+ ncsts on thc southcrn

dur rc  on  3 l  Dcccnrbcr  l9 l l3 " ' .  In  Fcbr r . ra ry  1987.
numbcrs ol gulls rangecl from 3 to 12(1. Nests were
p laccd on  thc  southcrn  dunc .

StL'r 'ttt t tullu!l i i  Roscatc Tcrn - Small ncstin€i
co lon ies  rvc rc  no ted  in  Dccembcr  1931 and in
Fcbru i r l v  1989 bu t  b rccd ing  is  ra re .  B i rds  havc
not bccn rccordccl in wintcr. A rcport b1' Napiclrr '
can be misconstrucclLr as dcscribing ncsting
ol Black-napcd and Roseate Terns in 1927.
MacGi l l i v rayr r  \ \ , l s  p resent  w i th  Nap ier  anc l  d id
nol rccord ncsting trv either specres.

Slcntu sunalru t tslack-napccl Tcrn - Up to 2(X)
adult or inlmaturc birds have often been rccordcd
on the western sand spit but there are few records
, r l  r r r ' . t i r g .  n  l r , ' u t  l l l  n ( s l s  \  L r (  p r ( 5 ( t l  i n
Fcbruary  1983 ' r  and in  Januarv  198410.  on  the
north-western edgc of thc forest (under trees)
atop a metre-high cliff cl l cay rock exposed by
bcach c ros ion .

St?rna atra(thatus Bridlecl Tcrn Birds arrivc to
brccd annually irr October or Noventbcr and last
f l cdg l ings  lcave in  ear ly  March .  Pr io r  to  the  1980s
brcc t l ing  was rccordcd in  1925?r r  and l9271r  bu t
birds wcre surprisingly absent in Decenber 194(rr.
Nests occur trnder Wollastonia biJlora ti Ihe
nor th -c rs tc rn  cnd o f  the  is land,  in  the  s t r i rnd
forcst along thc south-eastern sidc of and in thc
grass antl shruhs at thc south-western end <tl thc
islancl. l 'hcrc werc !l l 'r cstintatcd 2(X) pairs breecl,
irrg during February 19E3 and February 198.1'tr.

Sto'tut bcrgii Clcstcd Tern A snall colony was
l ro tcd  in  Dcccmbcr  1911.  l ' hc re  a re  n ( )  oL f le r
brccclinll rccords irlt lrough thc spccles ts common
th [oughorL t  thc  vcar .

Anou. \  m inu lus  BJack  Noddy -  MacGi l l i v ray ' "
inc ludcd ' l rvon  as  a  nes t ing  is lanc l  in  1927.  Th is
mav havc bccn ltn crror as no other visitors bclorc
or  a l tc r  have found s igns  o i  ncs t ing .  Thc  prcsence
of pllosphatc rock promptcd Cribbr to suggcst
tl 'r i)t nocldics night havc bcen responsiblc l irt.
guano c lcpos i t ion  in  thc  pas t .  [ )p  to  90  have been
roosu r'tg l l t l-cccnr vcars.

Factors Affecting Status

Extcnsivcl! usccJ canrl-t ing sitcs ()n thc nortl l
wcstcrn sidc ol thc cav havc bccorttc lr l icnatcd to
shcarwatc rs  i ind  tc rns .  Th is  a rc l  i s  t l r c  on ly  su i t -
lublc ncsting sitc whcrc Black-napcd Tcrn colonics
orc  p ro lcc tcd  f ron l  tu r t l c  t rampl ing  bv  a  rock
ledge.  The ou tc r  zonc  o l  n ros t  o f  thc  cav  is  hcuv i l y
distufbc.l by ncstin.q turtlcs. Aprrt frorrr Bridlcd'l 'crns 

tl lcrc arc Icw rccords of ground nesting lcrn
colonies irnd thcse hacl low fcploductivc succcss
folbwing clistrubancc by campcrs. Thc cav nrust
bc  cons idcrcd  no t  r l c l l  su i tcd  to  ncs t i r tg  o f  B lack-
napcd. Roscatc or Crestcd 

'I 'erus. 
Ciulls und

Bridled Tcrns ncstccl amongst vcgctatior) furthcr
I r r r l r r  l r u n r  t l r c  I ' r . r . h  l r r r , . l  l r r r l l t  r r , . s t i r r ! .

. l  
hc prcscncc oI campcrs is probably u deterrent

to ncsting bv oyslcrcatchers while sorne nrortality
o l  shcarwatc rs  rcsu l ts  l rom l luman t r rn lp l ing  o l
btLrrows. Nurnbcrs of gulls arc influcDccd by tbc
ac t iv i t i cs  o f  pcop lc  in  mak ing  t rx rc l  sc raps  ava i l -
ab le 'n .

In arcas covcrcrl by Wollustoniu and othcr
shrubbcrv  thc  dens i ty  o f  nes t iDg Br id lcd  Terns
mav bc  l im i tcd  by  in tc r lc rcncc  l rom noc turna l

c Trvon Islarul Jron tha uir (ktoking, soutlt1.
Photo:  I  r \  \V.r lker

K Hulsma, el a/.r Tryon ls and



rc t i v i t i cs  o l  s i rc r r rwaters .  Whi te_bc l l i cd  Sea_
Dirglcs I I 1 | iucctus 14l(.),grl.rtcf prcy on shcaI\{,,atcrs
i lnd  to  i l  lesscr  cx ten t  on  te rns  l rnc l  gu l l s .

i';Lli,k n\ t)tr t \uld k)\tri\

i  l I th t .n )<1) |  u ]  t t t .h t l ( )h ,u r t )s

K Hulsma, e/ a/ r Tryon lsland

Rcd-foorc( l  Boob\ (  I  rccord)
I - i t t lc  ts l lck Cirrmof ln l

( i r e c o  )
L i t l lc  Picd (  o l  moranr

I . lknatopu:  i ) t tgoo\  - i f  Picd O)srcrcurchcr (max.  l )
t t t tnu ut t ) t . lkr ts l_ i t t lc- l  ern (n)ar .  58)
J|( tnt  ht , , tgut(n\ i \  l_r \scr  Crcslcd Tern (n1lx.  12)

Banding
-l 'rvo 

visits: l0 12 .Januarv 198;1. 1.1 Dccembcr
l9 t i6 .

I'ullintts puciJicu.s - l4 adults.
SLerno .sutrutranu - I chicks.
Ster u (ndathdus 5 chicks.
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