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Recent Literalure

BANDING and RECOVERY REPORTS

Recoveries in Great Britain and Ireland of Birds
Rirged Abroad. Robert Hudson, 19700 British Birds, 63,
243-253,

Ihe paper follows (he pattern of  previous  years,
and the annotated list is. as usual, highly selective. A

record number of recoveries (790 recoveries of B
species) eventualed.
ANALYTICAL STUDIES
Wae Sex Mavo o Nestling Great  Tits, Apdeé A
Dhondt. 1970, Bird Steay, 17:282-286.
Without di-section, it is possible 1o sex nestlings
of very tew species of birdse With Great Tits farus

arafor b was owiscovered that mades about 1> davs old
had biue-grey outer fringes of the outer coverts. while

tenules Tacked any blee. In two samples the method
was tound e be 8/ and 93t correl, from lLder
examination  of  the  birds  banded as  nestlings.  in
hoth  studies  sigmilicanty . mere  males  were  tound
amongst nesthngs 15 diys and oider durimg  periods
of high nestlimg mortahty, e, urban areas and late

nesters nonen-urban areas. Higher mortality of female
nestimgs s favoured above the allernatives of diflerence
mothe sed ratio or ot greaer embryonic mortality of
temades. Hecause muales are heavier and bigger than
temales. 1t is concluded  (that mades  will have  an
advantage n feeding doring times ot searcity of food.
The postulated surplos of adult mades s supported by
varas samphnes ano several  countries,

(Qiervations on a Decreasing Population of Red-
hanked Shrikes. ). S, Ash. (9. British Birds, 63,
188-2058, 225.239,

Red-backed Shrikes Lanins collurio were studied in

three areas totalhng 162 square miles in Hampshire.
Fugland.  between 1934 and 1966, A totul of 743
Shrikes was banded: retraps of birds banded as nestlings
were all within 90 miles of the natal arco. and one
female bred 6f miles away in another scason. Most
nests were i thorny shrubs (90%  of total. of which
S3 were in gorse). Most repeat nests (20 of 299
were ino sites simitar 1o previous lost nests  which
mdicates Tocalized breeding colonies may have inherem
preferences  tor particular nesting  sites. Mean  cluteh
was 44, with dirt clutches averaging 341 Lost clutches
are readily repliced. Hutching success averaged 94.6% .
and fledging success was 91.8% 0 A mean of 4.1 young
fedged  trom cach nest. Mean annual foss  belween
the end of one breeding vear and the start of the nexl
season was estimated w1 679% . which would  require
i mean productivity of abour 4.1 fledged young  per
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pair o naintin o stable population. Present evidence
mndicates the population Joss of 5097 beltween 1954
and 1966 in due 1o lass of adulis,

TECHNIGURES

A New  Teehnigue tor Capturing While-throated
Swifts, Charles T Collins. 1971, Western 8ird Bander,
d6:6-7.

Many species nestoin barrows or crevices high on

rocky chiffs or steep bunks. To catch White-throated
Swilts Acropaniessdxatatiy roosting some 25 feel ahove
an accessible ledee. o miniature mist net g was made.
I'his consisted of o U frame, 3 feet high and 4 fect
wide, muade of 1 inch  diameter  rweinforcing  rod.
and with & 6 inch handie of 5 & inch diameter melal
pipe welded 1o the centre of the Ul A series of 4 fecl

interlocking stundard net poles could be fitted to ‘lhz.‘
handle of the rig to raise the net to the roosting
area. The rig was suceessfe! initally, but the flock

hecame increasingly trap shy. Doubtless many Australian
banders would Aind o simidar rig useful on o oceasions.

MISCELLANEGUS

sky Conditions in Relation to Ring-billed and Herring
Gull Grientation. William F. Southern. 1969, Hiineis
State Acadomy of Science, 620 342.339,

S0 Herring Gulls and 379 Ring-billed
preeding  in Michigan, LS A were used in homine
trizls, and  their hehaviour was contriasted  with sky
conditions prevailing at the time of release. No evidence
was obtiined to support the use of sun or strs as
oricntational cues. Juvenile Ring-billed Gulls showed
preference for south-cast and east headings, and  this
suggests that this species has an innate ability o select
courses reguired to reach the population’s winter range.

Some Ciulls

i
Lars

ses  Diagnossd  in
Karstacl, 1970,

Wild  Birds,
6:6-17.

Free-living
Oniaric Bird Banding,

Because they handle large numbers of birds, banders
have unigue  opportunities for  observing  diseases  in
free-living birds. The present paper lists discases diag-
nesed  In Canadian birds between 1961 and 1970,
Sulmonellosis was the common identificd bacterial in-
fection. All 68 cises noted referred o House Sparrows,
all in winter months, usually  when  the  sparrows
cencentrated  around  bhackyard  bird  Teeders: other
species using the same Teeders were not affected. Mite
infection (14 cares) and pox (46 cuses) were  he
common causes of skin lesions, but neither disease was
considered to be un important mortality factor. Enteritis
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hepatitis 123

CitNon ), cases ) oan:d intestinal  pari-
sitisme (thehes: 25 Ccoses) owere the common discises
of the digestive svsteme Other sienificant disen-es

crncoimiered were surcosportdiosis (18 cases ), pneumonia
(17 cases). posoning by [T, (23 cacesd oand lead
roisoning (16 cases of waterfowl), Three illustrations
show salmenella in House Sparrow, pox lesion in the
mouth of o Yellow-shafted Flicker, and ftibromi in the
throat of o starling,

soewe KResults
(Rinshasa). A}t

the
1970, Esirie i, 31

of  Bird-banding  in
. D¢ Bont.

Congo
195-194,

his bBeen carricd out since
1953 on o Himited  seake, and the present paper sum-
marized  data derived from these activites, Movemeant.
age composition and moult in the wintering population
of the Furopean Swallow  Hirwndo rustica are sum-
marized  and compuared  with recent South African
studies,

Banding in the Congo

Fhe Australian
and  Future. D

Bird-banding Scheme—Iis  Problems
Purchase. 1970, Ring, 63, 25-31,

o Bird
R,

The Future
MeClure, 1970,

Ringing in

3234

Asia. H. Fllion

3,
Bird Ringirg in Seuithern Africa.
1570, King, 63:34-38,

M, K. Rowan.

Opinions on problens of banding in various  parts
of the world sere invited. These three papers resulted.
The problems of the Austrulinn scheme are. fortunately.
mostly past. and have been well publicised  clsewhere.

In- Asial mmost banding to date huas been initinted by
the Mhigratory Anmual Pathological Survey: as this pro-
gramme s now  closing, banding  in most Asian
countries i declining. Continuation. and  possible ex-
pansion. of banding is probuble in Malavia, Jepan and

India. Maost other countries have neither the literacy
level  por cultural interest 100 sustain o widespread
banding scheme, and most Asians are. of  necessity,

interested in hirds only s oo sowree of food tor profit,
il possible ).

En o South  Africa. the busic problems are lack of
finance and the relatively few  banders scatlered  over
viel areus. Recoveries tend 1o e low  because  of
sparse population tand  the unsophistication of  muoch

of this populutiony and the high density of predators
and scivenoerss The risk of infection with  bilharzia
twatlerborne parasitic warms) iy always present when
handling birds which roest or nest in reeds or under
culvert. or bridges, The need for o series of permanent
bunding stations across the country is siressed.

Bird Bunding Supplies

Present prices for mist nets and spring balances
are set out i vol. 8. noo 4l page 86 { December
19700,
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NEW MEMBERS

Full Members:

WYNDHAM., E.. Zoology Depariment, University of
New  England, Armidale, N.S.W,

Associate Mcmbers:

CHANDLER, F. W 57 Nuortheote Street, Crows
Nest, N.S.wW.

CLANCY. G. P32 Areyle Place Millers Point,
N.SW.

CONGREVE, P., Yanchep National Purk, WA,
DENNETT, Miss X., 100 Mountazin View Parade,
Rusanna. Vie,
ELPHINSTONY., 1. P,
MILLINGTON, Mrs
Chatswood, N.S.W,

NEASBEY., N. W.. 37 Glenwall Street, Kingsprove,

Yiunchep National Park, WA,
R. F., 3 Neville Street.

N.S.W.
PRINGLE, Iy C. ., Century Chambers, Church
Street, Dubbo, N.SAV,

SHARPLES, F. P,

Junior Members:

Calubish Rouad, Arcadin. N.S.W.

FAIRMAID, R. J. Box 275, Sheppurton, Vie,

GREFER, Miss S.0 31 Prafulear Avenue. Ro-eville,
N.S.W.

PURNELL. €. I, 67 Herbert Sireel. Rockdale,
N.S.W.

SUSSMAN. I, 37 Cowdroy Avenee, Cammeray,
N.S.W.

Change of Status:

The following members, having  become  licenced
banders have been advanced 1o Full Membership.

COVENTRY, P. P, {2 Barvona Avenue, Cooma
North, N.SW,

GEORGE. A, D., 73 Weston Street, Dulwich Hill,
N.S.w.

LAVERY, H. J.. ¢- Animal Health Station, PO,

Box 623 Townsville, QId.

Notice of M(*(‘tings

A Special General Meeting of The Bird
Banders’ Association of Australin will be held
in  the Swafl  Recreation Room.,  Australian
Museum, Sydney (access at side entrance, Wil-
liam Street) at 7.30 pm. on Wednesday, 14
July 1971,

Alterations  to the constitution, particularly
concerning investment of moneys witl be con-
sidered.

The next Anmal General Meeting will b:
held in Canberra, ALCT. on 22 January 1972.
Further details will be advised in later issues.



