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Birds of New Guinea. Hlustrations from John Gould:

text by AL Rutgers. Methuen & Co. Lid London F( 4.
1970, pp 1-321 with 160 colour-ples from the litho-
sraphs of  John Gould. Price S10.710,

Lhis volume iv the fourth of @ series issued by
Methuen muaking o selection of the magnificent ealou

plates of  Gould available to the general public
reasonible cost. 1o the previous volumes Birds  of
Purope (19661 Birds of  Australin (19671, Birds of
Astn 01969 will be added o fitth, Birds of  South
America thus completing the series. Layoul of cach
hies been similar, with back-to-hack Tl page plates
matched with up 0 o page of accompanying  (ext,

Overatl the design is clean. pleasant 10 handle and the
coelour plates superbly reproduced with no poor regis-
Iratton ol the virious overlays,

The selection of plutes v rther puszling. Although
tted “Birds of New  Guinea™. analvsis reveals thal
three species are endemic o Australin-—the Chestut-
breasted Whiietfaee, Spotted  Bower-bivd  and  Picd  Sit-
tella—hardly o choice relevant o this tropical island!
Sixteen species are shared between Australia and New
Coines, some such s the BEelectus Parrot and Trumpet
Bird andoubtedlyv of New  Guinea origing and  others
such as the Linle Corella and Mistetoe-bird invaders
from Ausoralia.s The use of subspecific names in niost
cises. however, substantiates the New  Guinea distr-
bution.

wo calegorics
(92 plates)

Fhe bulk of the plutes fall into the
al New Guinea and surrounding  iskinds
and New Guinea islands only (38 plates).

As such, then, the work is valuable i illosirating
wamy ol the species for this arce which are nol included
in the planned systematie plates of Rand & Gillinrd
or o the less pleasing illustrations in Iredule. Particu-
Loy usetul are the 38 plates of New Guinea  slands
Rirds which are not available ¢lsewhere. The inclusion
of Tour pliges of hybrid species s of doubtiul value.
and the repetition of some species by illustrations of
more than one subspecies could both have been betler
repluced by more eritical selection of relevant birds.

Although it may be nnfadr o criticise Gould's
dlustraions. which were superbly execuled through dif-
liculties ol distunve and time, their very aocuraey is a

tactor  contributing  te their criticiem. The  Yellow-
cared | Tuwnyv-breasted ) Honeveater,  Meliphaga
1 Nanthoriny  flaviventer flaviventer, for instance  is
g bird of northern Australic and New  Guinea vet s

depicted on o twig of Bushy Yate Eucalypres mega-
cornutg tound oo limitted arca in south-west Australia.
e Black-headed Pitva. Pinta sordida, lives pernvanently
beneath  heavy rainforest canopy, not in the open
desert-like habitar shown in the plate; the King Bird
ol Paradise. Creinvinrns reging has brilliant cobalt=blue
legs, a0 most conspreunous feature in lifer ele. et
Accepting the faet then, that there are errors such as
this the plates are worthwhile studies of each individual
specios.

maceurseies  angd
work of reference

1he tenl
anmssions and

simifarly  contains . muany
mdicates that it s

nomaost ocases, riather than u relating of experience,
The nomencliture used and distributions of the sub-
species rely heavily upon Rund and Gilliard yvet contuin
some  omissions.  The  subspecies  Machaerivehynchi
flaviventer novas is not mentioned although the other
three subspecies are, In the Fairy Lory Charmosyaag
papor marked colowr variation oceurs from the nornil
red adult form through 1o a striking melanistic form:
no mention is mude of this. Small criticism, perhaps.,
but one gels the impression that the text in places
attemipts 10 be an o accurate  up-to-dade  dissertation,
vet anemialies can be found which cast doubt upon (he
whole.

In sonumiry, then: recognising that the plates sulfer
inaccuracies of  histerical  circomstances. and the text
tniccuracies of omission and lack of field experience.
the book is still o worthwhile buy sy o regional guide
and better than many of the natural history publicitions
cirrently flooding the Australinn market.

F.o LINDGREN, Konedobu, TP.N.G.

Extracts from Letters

The following letter dated 15 October 1970
was reccived from Dr H. Elliott McClure. Bang-
kok, Thailand.

“lhe Turnstones go north thro Japan in the spring
and swing over into the Pribilof and east Siberian arci.
There they nest and then go south into the South
Pacific later to move west and north again o complete
the circuit, None of (he Japuanese handed birds have
returned Lo Japan in the tall,

TWeoalwo have an unidentified  recovery  from the
New  CGuinen area. We loaned a German some  rings
and nets 10 do some work there w0 few  years ago,

but he his refused to send us his records. We have o
recovery of one of the birds bearing a number which
we gave him, bul no knowledge what the hird s,
Seme people want co-operation in one direction only.

"We teo are interested in the possible exchange of
Kinglishers between Indonesia and  Austradiz or New
Guinea. So fur all of the recoveries that we have
received from Indencsia banded birds have been from

cerels and  cormorants and  these have  been  from
Java or Sumatra.
"1 oenjoy looking at the longevity records of  birds

in your Awustralion Bird Bander, We are working on
survival now and have sunbirds and famtail fiycatchers
up to cight years old already. Even after we  close
down. these old age records are poing lo conlinue
o come in”



