
I  l t L '  . . 1  t  t  s  t  r  r  t  I  t  t  t  t  t  l l r t t l  l l u t r l t  t

\ i ) t  r r i u l \  b l t l c l c r s  uoL r l d  l l r r c  known  r l l
. l o l r r  Ho l c  l r r t r l  f c r r  h l r t l  t hc  p r i v i l e l c  o f
r l l c c l l l ] !  l l  .  \ c t  \ \ c  \ \ i l l  l [ t r c  g 0 0 d  c i l l l \ c  1 o
re I l c r ] r l ) a f  l r i l ] r .  Hc  r r i Ls  l r pPo in l c r l  i l  t r i l l t ( l c r
i r  h i s  c i g l t t i c l h  \ c . l r  bL l t  r l i c t l  u l t o r r t  i r  r ca r
l l t t c t .  \  N4en t r r i r '  l i r l k r , , r  r

l l i s  i n t c r cs t  i n  t l t c  . \ s soc i l r l i r r n  i r n i l  l r i s  r l : . t l i -
c r r t i o r t  t o  b l r nc l i n !1 .  c r  cn  l i r r  t l t i s  i r r i c l  | c r  i o r l  *  i r :
t r  l l : r t c t d  nc l l r l \  l h f c . .  r t l r r ' :  l r l t c r  l r i s  r l e i r t l t
uhe r t  r r t i r t c c  * l r r  r ccu i r c r l  1h l t 1  hc  h t r t l  l l . ( l uc l l l l l cL l
S l .O0O l ( )  t l r :  \ s soc i l r t i on  l l t ( l  i r  chcqu .  l i ) r  l l l r l
i l r l r ( r u n l  \ \ l l \  r t c c i r . r i  l l r s l  . l l r  r l l r t t .

I  l t c  (  on rn r i t t L r t  i \  i n \  cs l i l l r l i r r r  l hc  r  t r r  i o t r s
l r \ l ) c c t \  o l  j n \ r \ l l ] r ! n l  l r n r l  r r sc  o l  l l t i s  t ) t ( ) s l  ! anc f
( )L r \  l ) - ' q t r - \ I .  l { r ) n .  l - . ( l l t ( } t .

. fohIr  l lo ! r ' .  Natru ' t t l is t
\ l lfcrrroir

l e l r r  r c r r c r r r b c l  t l r c  l i r \ t  t l n ) .  I r r r e t  h i r r

l r :  i l  i 1  r r c l c  r cs l c r - r l l r r -  i r  b i l  n r i r n .  s l l r nd i l ! :

c r cc l  i r \  ( ) n  l l r c  p i r f l r ( l c  - g f ( ) un (1 .  l l r ( ) u - ! . r h  l r e  \ \ i r s

t h c r r  i n  l r i s  s c r c n t r  r r i l t h  \ c l r .  \ \ i t h  l h e  c l c a r

c \ c \  ( ) l  l l  I t t r c h  t 0 t r t t g c r  n l i  t .  S ( ) n t c  t i n t c

l ) r c \ i { ) u \ l \  l t c  I t i r t l  s cc l  on  t c l c \ i s i ( ) l  i l  l c l r t L r l e

l r ho r r t  . . \ L r s l r ' l r l i l r n  b i l c l - b l r r r l i r r - ! . r .  so  l r c  l l r t l
r r  r  i t t c r r  i n  1 ( )  l ) Jc ( )n r c  l  h i r r l  l r l r n r l t r ' .

\ s  he  r r  l r :  c ( )n r l ) l c l c l \  r r n l , n r r r r  n  i n  o r ' r i l h t r
l r r r , i t l r l  e i r e l es .  l l i l l  l - l r nc  N l l \  t cqucs l rL l .  i t \
I l es i on l r l  ( ) r ! r r n i sc r .  t ( )  i i n ( i  ou l  n r ( , f c .  r n ( l  [ J i l l
I l r r l  l s l c t l  n re .  i r r  . l oh l  I  l o l c  s  r t l r r cs t  b l r r d i n r
l .  r i t  l '  , r t .  t , ,  .  r  \  '  \  '  {  ,  I  I  I  I  r  .  |  |  I  \  l t t r t r  \ \  l t t  r r  r r '  l t ; r . l
rD l r { r ( l ucc ( l  oL l r sc l r cs .  . l r r h t r  c r c l  i r t t e t l .  \ ' ou  i r t - c
1 l , c  l l r \ t  r ) l ' | l i t h ( ) l og i r t s  I  h l i r c  c r c r  n r c1 " .  l r n r l  t h i s
$ l r :  l i t e ( r l i r  l f L r c .  l i ) r  l ) c  \ \ l r \  an t i r c l \  s c l l - t l ugh t .

' I  
hc  h l , . r ck  r r l r i c l r  hc  h r r r l  c l r osc r t  l i r r  h i s  r c t i r c

n t r I l .  \ o | ] ] c  r l 0zcn  o r  n t0 r c  ! c i t r s  f r cv i o t t s l ! .  t i t r t
d l ) \ \ r t  1 ( )  l hc  cc lgc  t r l  r r h i r l  \ \ i l \  l hcn  ( )nc  ( ) l  t he
l i r t us t  a t cus  t r l  n l l L t t i r l  bush la rd  i rD t0og  S r r l nc r ' s
r r r ) r t l r an l  \ L l l ) L r rh \ .  \ t r c t ch ing  l f o l  l hc  g r r ) t | n ( i \  ( ) l
t hc  l ' a r r l i I l l  [ ] i l l \  l i c ( l c r r ) l ) 1 ( ) f r \ 1  M( ) l r i r \ l c r \  \ ou l l )
l ( )  I r l l I i r l g  i | l ] r l  c i t \ t \ \ i l r ( l \  1 ( )  l r r r l i t r r r r r r l l t  i [ ] ( i
\ \ ' l l h r ( \ r n ! l i .  Hc  onc t '  I o l d  rn .  ! ! i t h  p r i ( l c  t hu t
i r r  l l r e  r t r r r s  r r h i l g  hc  h l r t l  l ) c .  t h . - r c .  i l \  l r i l l l -
c l L r i l i t r  l r r r L l  t t c \ c r  l ) . cn  r l i s l u Ib ! ( l  b !  c i t hc r  l i | e
o r  \ h ( ) r J l c r \ .  . \ l  l cas t  hc  ( l i ( l  no {  l i \ c  1 ( )  sce  i 1
b lokcn  rn t r  l r r  ' e l c r c I r I c r s  

.

Hc l r i t s  fu l l  o l  surpr iscs .  In  i r  snra l l  , l t t so l l k td
itr his Iront lt lvn was l log l 'rousitrl i i  co[tny
o l  s t ing lcss  n i l l i ve  [ )scs .  rvh ich  hc  ha t j  lounc l  in
thc bush son'rc r 'ci lrs prcviously irncl brou{ht
honrc .  b !cs  anc l  i r l l .  In  thc  t rces  i t t  thc  f (x ) t  o f
h is  b lock  hc  h i rd  pu t .  l r i i rh  up .  \o lne  nes l i l r :  boxcs .
bu t  r r l s  snd l l  c l i sappo in tcc l  \ \hc l r  thcv  \ \ ' c re  t l t kcn
or cr b\ sLrgur l] l iclcrs.

B i l l  soon r rssurc r l  h in rsc l l  t l l a t  Joh l  Ho lg  no1
on l t  h lc l  ln  c \cc l l cn t  knou lc t lge  o l  thc  b i r t l .
o f  h i :  loc i r l i t l .  bu t  th l t  I rc  har l  thc  kccr rncss  o l '
r  i s ion  lnc l  supp lcness  o l  l ingcrs  1o  nr i rkc  h in r
i is Prohcicnl rr bltnclcr as nr()s1. So. l l l tcr 1l lc\\ '
p t -e l i r r t in l r r l  l cssor ts .  i r  t r : rnc l i r tg  I i cc t tcc  s ' l rs  i s -
succ l t  lhcn  l i r l l o rvcd  c lc !cn  nr ( )n th \  o f  s te i rdy .
c l : r l i ca tc t i  b i lnd ing .  in tc r rup tcc l  car l l  in  thc  vcar
l-rv a cardiac i l lncss. but b:l irrc krng hc hlrt l
r c tu rne( l  1o  h is  banc l ing  \ \ ' i th  und in r in ishc( l  cn-
t l rus iasnr .  

- l - l ren .  
on  2 l  Novcnrb i : r  1965.  thc  bush

hc  lovc 'c l  so  $c l l  tu rncc l  l ra i to r .  ln  t l ) c  r ro rn in !
I t c  ucn t  lo r  h is  rcgu l i r r  rv i t l k  in  thc  bush.  a t rc l
$hcr r  hc  lu i led  to  rc tu rn  a t  thc  usu i r l  t iD lc  t l rc )
\ \en t  to  look  lo r  h in r .  Bu t  *hcn  thcy  l i run t l  h i tn .
hc rvls clclcl. And so thc curlir in clunc d()\\ 'n
l i r r  th is  rcnrarkab lc  o l r . l  r r r i r r r .  \ \ho  h i ld  takcn  up
[ r i rd  ha lc l ing  in  h is  c igh t ic th  \c i r r .  i l 1  thc  c losc  o f
. r  l u l l  l n d  e ! c n l l u l  l i l c .

I t  uas  nry  p r iv i l cgc  to  h l r rc  knou ' r t  h i r r  b r ic l l y .
i rn t l  n rv  loss  th l t  our  l r i cndsh ip  \ \ ' i r \  cu1  shor t
ro  Prcnra lu re lv .  What  har l  D lo l i v i l t cd  h is  i r t t c rcs t
in  n i r tun l  h is to r t  l  I  h is  I  nc rc r  learncd.  bu t
Mls Holc tol(l rnc thilt hc hitcl lr luit ls b.:ct't
i I l t r , . . lu t l  i I  rue l t  th in ! . .  H(  l t i l ( l  ! r , r \ \ t t  U  l - \  i t ]  i  l
L:nglish county. irnd l i)r 26 ycitrs hutl scrlctl
in  t l r c  ranks  o l  thc  Br i t i sh  Arnry .  l ( ) r  thc  l i r s t
l l  u ith tlrc 2nd lbyal F-usil icrs. lntl ftrr thc
sccor rd  l J  w i th  thc  I r i sh  ( iuurds .  F .n r ly  in  th is
ccn lu rv  hc  $ ls  in  i r  ( l c t rchr  c t l l  \ \ ' h ich  \ \ ' cn t  to
l -h l rsa .  whcrc  l rc  uas  t l t sc in l t t cd  lo  r t lec t  thc
p turn l iqao on  thc  T ib r t l r l  h i l l s .  Hc  landcd l ronr
thc /l ir '(, l  ( hric at Gall ipoli. rtnd latcr servctl
in [ ir lncc. Hc lold n)c hou' orlcc he \\ ' l ls stlrn(l ing
in thc snorv abovc tlrc trcncllcs on a Droorlit
D ish t  $hcn hc  s i r rv  rvhut  ppc i r rcd  r t  l i r s t  to
h t  a  c loud shadorv  i rdv l tnc ing  ovcr  the  snow.
tsut us it calnc closcr i l  rvls a hord: uf rats.
He s tood pcr fcc t l y  s t i l l  us  thcy  p( )u rc ( l  ovcr  h is
boots  lnd  bc twccn l r i s  l cgs .  pay ing  no  i l t l cn t i ( )n
1( )  h i rn .  Thcn hc  * ' cn t  b  ck  to  thc  dugout  and
tokl his nratcs. but. hc arlcieti. "you know. thcv
wcren '1  thc  l cas l  b i t  in te rcs tcd" .  Hc  had rDLrch
nrorc  1o  tc l l .  bu t  i t  h i rs  g ( )nc  w i th  h in r .
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