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Thc lill'ect of Moonlight on

Hatc l r ing  cor r r r r rcnccs  rbout  7  Januarv  and
h: r r td i t : l :  , ' l  i r ( lu l l \  i s  ( l , ,nc  r r  hcn  thc l  l r i c  r t i l l
I cc r l i r rg  the  nc \ t l in ! \ .  B i l td in !  u .u i r l l ) , . i ' r r r r r rcncc ,
r rhout  l l  M i t rc l t  i rnd  c ( )n t i l l uc \  un l i l  n t i ( l  A f r i l
r rhcn  thc  udu l l s  dcpur r .  Thc  band ing  o f  ncs t l ings
co l l t inucs  un t i l  the i r  dcpar tu rc  c i l r l v  in  M y .

I t  w  s  r lo t  un t i l  l9 ( r9  tha t  I  rca l i scd  tha t  b r igh t
ntoonlight considcrably rcducecl thc nunrbcrs of
rudult shcurrl atcrs rcturning at night to thc
brcccling islancl, nor *oultl largc chicks lcirvc
thcir burro\\ 's on such nights. ir lthough this is
thc i r  nor rn l r l  l r lb i t .

- l-hc 
adults rcturncd carly in thc night bct$'ecn

l9 :30  and 2O: (X)  hours  bu t  d id  no t  c lo  so  i f
bright nrrxrnlight occurrcrl durirrg this pcriotl:
cvcn i l thc nighl bccarrrc ovcrclst later. thcy dicl
no t  rc tu rn  thu t  n igh t .  Bu t  whcn rnoon l igh t  oc-
cur rcd  i l f t c r  l0 : (X)  hours  thc  b i rds  canrc  i r l
n()rnt i t  l lv .

I - ronr  29  Murch  to  2  Apr i l  1969,  b r igh t  n loon-
l igh t  occur rcd  dur ing  thc  t i lnc  thc  adu l ts  nor |n  l l y
rc tu rn .  On thc  t i rs t  t$o  n igh ts  on ly  25  adu l ts
wcrc bundcd. C)n thc nights of 3l March ancl
I April somc 25 uerc scen to fly ovcr thc Island
but nonc rvas obscrved on 2 April. The nroon
rosc  a t  2 l :3 { )  hours  on  3  Apr i l  bu t  thc  ndu l ts
hacl returncd in good nunrbcrs prior tt l that t inlc.
Thc  lu rgc-sca lc  rc tu rn  cont inucd un t i l  20  Apr i l
wh ich  wus thc  la tcs t  dcpr r tu rc  da tc  fe r  thc  du l ts
during thc lcn ycars of rccording.

S in r i l l r l l  i t  \ \ l s  b r igh t  moon l igh t  f rom 22 to  26
March  1970.  No adu l ts  wcrc  b rndcd on  thcsc
rrights lnd ()nly irbout 20 wcrc sccn to fly in, all
on tlrc f irst 1\',ro nights. 

' l  
hc ncxt night, 27 March.

thc  [ ]oon d id  no t  r i se  un t i l  2 l  :30  hours  and son lc
2(X)  b i rds  wcrc  bandet j .  Ac lu l ts  re tu rncd n igh t ly

Short-tai l t ' r l

lslanSht':rru'atcrs :lt a Br.et.tl ing (l
For ovcr  ten ycars I  havc bandcd Shor. t  t l r i lcd Sl tc i l f$a lcr \  l1 i / l l l i r l . i

t t 'nut r t )s tn. \  on ( i r i f f i ths Is land o l l  por t  F l i r .y .  V ic t ( ) r ia .  T l tcsc notcs
rccord thc e l lect  o f  br ight  nroonl ight  on thc i ldu l ts  \ \ ' l lcn rc turn ins
to lccd chic ls  in  thc burrows.

i n  l i t r [ c  nunrb : ' r ' s  un t i l  I  6  r \p r i l  \ \  hc r ]  l l l c l
dcPnrtc(1.

A  s i rn i l i r r  c l lec l  \ \ r \  r ' cc r . r r t l cd  u i lh  Whi tc - luce t l
S tonn- l )c t rc ls  I ' t l u4 t l r r t t t tu  , ra r - i r ra  on  Muc l  Is
land.  Por t  Ph i l l i p .  \ ' i c to r ia .  a lso  in  1969 ar r t l
1970.  t ln l i kc  thc  shcr r r \ \ i r te rs .  thc  s lonn-pet rc ls
rcturn tl lrouthout thc nighl cxccpt t l 'r i l1 11()ne
re turncc l  on  br ig l r t  rnoo l ] l igh l  n ig l r ts .  M is t  r rc t -
t iug  ( ) r  i r  l ) r igh t  l )u t  oYcrcas l  n igh t  resu l l cd  i r r
i l  "rush" ol birrls uhcn thc nl()()11 rl lts obscurccl
b r  ck rud .  bu t  nonc  \ \ 'hcn  i t  u i rs  sh in ing  br igh t ly .

( ,U / \ . \ )  ( ; .  M.  I l t t t rk t r .
11 lf i lLiatn Strtct,

l \  r r  l u i r v ,  V i t  .

I h i \  ! l l , t t t t  l t u ! \  1 , . ( t t  t l i \ r k \ \ t t r  h \ '  t , t t r ' t  \ l t k l t t t t \
t ) l  \ h t u N | t t t \  r t . s  D , ' i t t t L r l  t , l !  h \  l ) t  l ) .  I .  . \ t t \ t t l l \
t t t . , .  t t ) t t t . t  r l t , '  \ t , , t ,  d \  i t , l l , ) \ \ :

' ' - l  h c  r , l c c t \  o l  r r o ( ) n l i g h l  , ) n  l h c  i r c l i \ i l !  ( J l  \ h c i r r -
$ l t c f \  r r l  l h c i r  i s l a n L l  r o c k c I i e s  h r r v c  l ' c t n  r e ! o g n i ' c c l
h y  n r l l | f r l i ,  l \  $ c r  I ' i n r :  i n t c n s i r . ' l \ l r n  l h . s c  b i r ( i \ .
l { .  N l .  I - o c k l c ! .  o n c  o i  t h c  p i o n c c r .  o l  r n o i l c r n  \ l ( r d i c \
o n  \ h c r r r r r l c r s .  d c i r l s  $ i l h  I h c  s r r b i c c l  i n  h i \  h o , , L .
. \ l t rut  nt t r  r t  (  l )cnt  :  l  ond(rn.  1t) .11 ) .  On pirgc 4l  he
f e f c r s  l o  l h c  l o *  n u r r r h c r  ( ) l  r d t r l l \  \ i \ i l i n g  I h c  l o c l e r r c s
i n  b r i g h l  n r o o n l i g h t .  l . L r r  t h e !  $ i l l  ( l o  \ o  i f  t h c  r r r ( ) ( ) n
i \  o b \ c L | l c d  h )  h c r \ !  e l , ' u ( l  i r n ( l  r r r i n  ' 1 c r r \ i n g  l h c  t r r f t h
in ( l i r rkncss.  lhcn thc \hcl r f \ \ i r lc fs I 'chrr lc t l  accot . l ingly
r n d  i r f r i \ c ( l  t o  r r r r r k c  b t c i l a n r .  H c  r e l e r \ .  o l  c o t r r s c .  l o
t h t  l l f i r n r  s h e r r f $ l 1 c t  I ' n i I i t t t t \  l ) t t l i i n t t \  r r t  S k o I ' h o l n r " '

/ r  r r .  t { i r n d F o o k  o l  A t r \ l r i r l i r r n  S c i r  h i r d \ '  / ' r  1 ) .  /

. \ , ? r ! , r / ! .  L  \ .  ! , ' r t , r r r r  t t n t l  L  l y r t l k l h t  l , 1  l l  I

. , 1 .  t l .  R r  . . l :  . t r . i , , (  \  . r / , , 1  ) u  k l t n l .  1 9 7 l t  i ' ,  t l ) (
\ l t ,n t  ru i lu l  . \ ln t rwtrr  t l t  t t l l  t ) t \  \ t t11r 'On l r t t t l  i l
i r  r i r r  z r r r l  i r  u \ i l \  l i \ t u r l ' : r l  l , \ ' t t , t t l t l i ' . ! l t t  . ) t  t ) t t ) r r 1 t 1 ( t t !
t  h, : t : t  is  I t :s  , t i r i , i r t  , ,n nt) t ) t t l i ! l t  t t i ! l t t \ '  b  t  l l t (

t < t r l t t  h r u l i t t . 4  t i n t <  t . 1 h t u .  i t r l u d i t t !  i n t t h u t i , ' u  : l t i l r :

i \  n t , t  i l l &  t ( t  i t r  t l t L  t l i s l  / t : r  h \  l l t r  t ' l t 1 1 ! ( \  t ) [  t l t (
, L ! r r .  H o n .  F d r l o r .
"  l o  b c  p r l ) l i \ h c ( l  \ h ( t r l l \ '
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