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Nesting Habits of thc Yt'lknr -til l l letl
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Ycllow-tippecl PartlalOtes l '4tdelt)tut .\r ' ir lr.f hilvc bccn banded at
l r  b reed ing  co lony  a t  Ke lso .  Tasr lan ia  f r t r  sevcn success tvc  scasons
an i i  thc  resu l ts  h ! rvc  ind ica tec i  a  s t rong tendcncy  f r t r  thc  b i rds  to
rc lun l  to  thc  sanrc  nes t ing  arcu .  Four  b i rds  huve been re t rapped
: r l l c r  h r c  \ c . r r \  i r n ( l  , ' n c  i r l t c r  . i t  y e l ' r ' .

Ih i r  spcc i , : s  i r  gencr i t l l )  cons idcred  to  bc  l r
r)l i !. lull lul(l i t is rlrclV sccn in ' l ' l tsntanil irt
\ \ ro tc r .  L lo \ \0 \ 'e r .  dur ing  th i l t  scason i t  i s  rcgu l l r l l
r ccor r le r i  in  thc  s ( ru1h-c i l s te rn  por t ion  o f  thc  l l ) i t in -
lun t l  in  nunrbcrs  ' , rh ich  ind ica tc  ln  in f lux  f ro rn
( ) thcr  u rc i l s .  Ma in l r rnd  records  dur ing  spr ing  anr l
sunuDcr  i r r .  r l r c  and H.  J .  F r i th  (  1970)  rccordc( l
th l t  "  lhc  l cu  b rccd in {  recorc ls  f ronr  thc  Aus t r t -
l i i r r t  n t r in l l rnc l  a rc  p rx r r l y  docunrcn tcc l . "

Method

, \  \ luc l )  ( ) l  t l l c  nc \ t ing  hab i ts  $ ' i rs  conrn tcnced
r r l  Kc lso .  l  l r snr i rn i i i  i n  t , \ovcnrbcr  l t )6 .1 .  Thc  s i tc
ch()sirn \\ l ls lrt i l  r)csting colorty ol nbout 30 pairs.
cs l i r l t l i s l t cc l  in  a  l (X)  l i x ) t  sec t ion  o f  an  l l  foo t
h i th  rc r t i c l r l  l . l rnk  o l  u  t i t ia l  c reek .  Bur rurvs  l rac l
[-tccn clri l lcd ir]1() thc sundv ovcrburdcn rvlriclr
r i r r i cs  I ronr  o l rc  to  t \ \o  fcc t  i r r  dcp th  lnd  covcrs
i r  sub \ t r l lunr  o l  vc l lo r ' ,  c la , , .  T i t la l  i l c t ion  h i l \
! r i r ( l u . r l l \  ( r , \ 1 . , 1  t l r r  l r : r n k .  l . i l l l \ i  l :  r ( c l i ( r n -  t , r
occas ion i r l l r  co l l i rpsc-

BL l l ro r rs  r rc rc  in t i i l  i du i r l l y  lunrbcrc r l  and
brccd ing  b i rc l ; .  c l rugh l  a t  the  br t r roN cn l rancc .
sere  b i rn r lc t l .  l raPPi r rg  i t l  thc  bur rows hus  bccn
cur r ie ( l  ou1 i r  c i rch  o l  t l r c  s ix  subsequcnt  b rccd inq
scr rso l t r .  I  n rps  wcrc  n radc  o l  hu l f  inch  w i re
nr t l in {  l i ) l ( l , jd  in lo  tubes  lbout  ten  inchcs  lonq
lr\ t\\o i clres in dianretcr lr rl closcrl l l t o c cn(1.
Because o l  thc  b i rds  to lc rancc  o f  1 tco1 ' r l c .  i t  was
l ) ( )s \ ih lc  t ( )  u l r tch  thc i r  n lovcn lcn t \  i l r rn t  as  c losc
l l s  l c r l  l c c t .

As roon lrs l l  bird cl l tcrcLl thc nesting l)urro\\ '
l h c  r r | cn  cn ( l  ( ) 1  1 t t c  l r i l p  \ \ l t s  c l u i ck l v  p l l r ccd

in thc burro\, cntrancc. Provicicd thitt thc bir(l wiis
! ro t  incubr t i t rg .  usua l ly  i t  cn tc rcd  thc  tn lp  w i lh i r l
rr nrinutc. 

' l-hc 
tntp was thcn rcnrovcd anti the

opcn cnd c r i r r rped,  secur ing  thc  b i rd .  Band ing
ur ts  \ ' : r t r i cd  ou(  h )  j lu j l i l | !  r , | | r  l i ! ( ,1  t l ) r ( luFh i r
I r , ' l e  i r r  t h c  $ i r c  n c t t i n F .  C e r r c r l r l l l  i l ( u h i l l i l f
birds wcrc dil i icult to flush but thc rcturn of
thc  n r l t c  f rcqucnt ly  p rcc ip i tu tcd  the i r  l l t cn tp tc ( l
dep l r tu rc .

Egg laying rvas founcl to comnlcncc lbout t lre
bcg inn ing  o f  Novcnrbcr .  By  nr ic l  Dcccnrbcr  the
carlv brceclcrs rvcrc lccding fully l lcdgcd younl
bu t  o thcrs  rv : rc  s t i l l  i ncubt t ing  cggs .  Most  bur -
rows \\crc i i:sertcd hy rl id Jltnuary. Sonre bur-
rows wcrc dcstroycd bv nrinor vltncll l isrn lrnd
crosr ( )n ,  P l r t l \  t i i s rup t ing  thc  s lUd) ' .

Resrrlts

Two hunclrccl and lirrty-scvcn bircls. includirrr:
.1(l nestl in{s, havc bsen bancicd in scvco sclsons.
I i igh tv  o l  thcsc  havc  b i ln  rc t r lppcd 122 t in rcs
( s c e ' l - a b l c  l ) . ' l h i s  i n d i c l t c s  t h l t  t h e  b i r d s  h r v c
r stron1] tcndcncy to rcturn to thc sitnrc nesling
arca in succccding ycurs. In 213 instunccs burrorvi
werc  rcused by  thc  fo rnrc r  occupunt .  On on ly
t\\o ()cclsions havc a pair bccn l irund occupyine
thc sltnrc burrou ir 't two succcssivc scltsons. On
sevcrll occltsions pairs oi rtnc scason tvcrc lountl
scpirratcd in subscquent scasons anrl brccdint1
wi t l r  o thcr  n rarcs .  S .  C I - i rnc  (1967)  recordc i l
s in t i l i r r  t rch t tv iou l  w ' i th  Spot tc ( i  Par t la lo lcs
Itar (lalt) | u.\ | l  (t dt r t \.
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' I -hc  
c ror l ing  t ranks  and cn l i t rgc lncn t  o l  so tnc

burrou cnlntnccs br virnrlals nradi' r nunrbcr ol
ncs ts  acccss ib lc  fo r  b t rnd ing  o f  ncs t l i r rgs .  No
bur ro*  qus  t le l ibcnr te l r  cu l r rgcd  l i ) r  th is  pur -
p ( )sc .

-l-hc 
oldcst' birt l rccortlcd 1o clatc qas bundctl

i t s  an  i tdu l t  on  29  Novcnrbcr  196.+  and re t ra l tp . 'd
l l l  1966.  1967.  1969 l lnd  l i r \ t l y  ( )n  6  Deccnrb . : r .
|  970 .  ovcr  s ix  r  c l r rs  a f tc r  b ln t l ing .  (  Scc
llccovcrv Rountl-up. page .11 ). Four othcr birds
hlrr c t-tcen rctrlppsd Iir c ycars lrftcr banrlitrg.
( )n11 onc  h i rc l  band:c l  us  u  ncs t l ing  has  bcc i t
r r ' l r i i l , l r ( r l  r r n r l  t l t i .  r r : r .  r l r r . r ' r e r r r s  r r t t . r  h : r n , l i n u .

Prcdat ion  o f  Yc l lou- t ippc t i  l )a rda lo tcs  by  Grcy
tsutchcr-birds Crtutittrs t()rqudlus *,as obscrvccl
i r t  thc  Kc ls ( )  s tudY i l rc l .  No ( loubt  t l te  con-
cJn t ra t ion  o f  b i rds  cn , i : r inu  an( l  l cav ing  t l t c
ncstrnL bLlrro\\s ltroviclcd cirsr prcy.

I t  i s  in tcnc lcd  to  co  t inuc  t l rc  bant l i t r t  s lu t j v
i l l  l l l c  Kc lso  co lo l t r .
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