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TAIL FEATH ERS

o Scc ottt l  t  t 'ur

Regent Borver-bircl

Scxing and Aqeinq "Rrown" Birds

This is  a guidc to d is t inguish ing bctwcen ml lc
and fcnralc "brorvn" birds and sone indication
of agc is given. So far no definite plumagc
dillcrcnccs havc bccn obscrved but femalcs ar:
largcr  than nra lcs and thc sex can be detcrnr incd
by mL'rsurcnlcnts.

Usual ly  a s inglc  mcasurcment  such as uc ight .
ta i l  lcngth,  rv ing span etc .  is  sumcient  to  dctcr -
mine the scx,  but  there is  a s l ight  over lap.  Whcn
th is  occurs,  compar ison of  other  measurentents
inc luding thc b i l l ,  w i l l  usual ly  prov idc rhe answer.

Both malc and female "brown" b i rds may havc
a yellow or part ycllow iris or sonre ycllorv
feathers on thc crown or  napc.

Ageing

JUYlln-lLE

The juveni lc  p lumage is  reta ined br ie f ly .  Thc
body fcathcrs arc soft and loose tcxtured and
are quickly nloulted into thc first year plumage.

ITIRST YEAR RIRDS

Thc obvious juvcnilc body pluntagc is rc-
p laccd wi th thc ncw "brown" p lumage but  thc
. juvcni le  wing ( f l ight )  and ta i l  feathers arc rc-
t  a  ined.

1fi5; \/cry dark brown.

Ili l l: Il lack ish.

Tail feathers: Pointcd.

Sericulus chry soceplutlus

SI]COND }'I.,AR BIRDS
Sir l i lar  to l i rst  tcar birds but

Tail feathers: Scl uarish.

OI,DI 'R I} IRDS
Si r r i la r  to  sccond vcar  b i rds  un t i l  thc  i r i s  r tn t l

b i l l  con tmencc  to  tu rn  tc l lo$ .  
- l  

hc  i r i s  ch l rngc
ucur '  r r  r l l t  l r111 l1  .gq( . .  f ru t  l r r , , l r i rh l_ \  . r r  r i r l l e r t  r r t
ages .

NOIF - :  f u r t hc r  i n fo r r l i l t i on  anc l  d r : cuss ion  i r  q i r cn  i n' 'Moult,  Pluntutc unl Burrdin! t) i  t l t (  R(t: tn! I l t) \ t t
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Weight  (  a l l  takcn
dur ing Scpt .  to  Dcc.  )

lYing Span
( strctchcci )

Wing
(  s t ra ightcncd )

Tail

B i l l
I-ength

l)cpth

widrh
Shapc

Scxing

MAt,E
114-96 gnr 1,1 rvcighccl.

,1  10 ,125 mnr l  - l  nrcrsurcd.

FEMAI-E
9 5 - 1 3 4  g m  1 8  r v c i g h c d .

, 1 1 7 - 4 . 1 5  m n r  l u  n r c a s u r e  d :  a l l
bc lorr  425 n lnr  h ld
\  ( l  \ '  \ \  o r l l  l , r i t t t : t l  i , ' . .

I I  n l c l l s L l r c ( l :

usual ly  I  3 ,1-  135 nrnr
22 nrc i lsurcd:
usuul ly  10,1-  l0 l i  nr r t r

22 nreasurcd;
usual ly  ovcr  2.1 nrnt .
r l rc ly  bc los 7.5
nrnr ;  usual l ; -  7 .8- t i .2
l 1 l l I

( r .  l  -7 .5  mnr  usua l ly  ovcr  6 .5  n tn r

Rat l re r  th ick  and broad \ \ ' i th  a  wc l l
pronounced dorrn-cutved culntcn of
thc  upper  n tand ib lc .

124- I  l7  rnnr

9-5-  103 nrnr

23-25 nrr r r

6 . 3 - 7 . 5  n r r l

5 .0 6.4 nrnr

Rathcr narrow
f l  a t t is  h.

l (r mcasurcd; usttitl lY
I  3  I  -1  32 rnnt .
l6  measured.

l ( r  mcasured;  usual ly
2.1 mn or lcss.
usui r l ly  6 .8-7.2 mnt .

rarc ly  over  6.0 mm.

and th in;  cu lnrcn

I  29- I  39 nnr

103 -  l  l 0  mnr

23-29 mnr

7 .3 -8 .5  mnr

MALE FEMALE

( ' l lrt, urntxs intl i t:utt uJu,re l lt( ( l(ptlt and v'idtlt D1(ct.\ ure nte nl s ol thc biLI \r(r( takttl)

l l i l l  Mcasurernents ( taken with caliPcrs )

I-ength: Mcasurcd from edgc of fcathcrs l lt thc
top  o f  the  cu lncn  to  thc  t rP .

Depth :  Mcasurc i l  f ro r r t  the  f ron t  o i  the  nos t -

r i ls  on the uppcr  nrandib lc  to  the t ip  of  thc
anglc  underncath thc lo \ \cr  nrandib le.

Width:  Mersurcd across thc b i l l  in  t l rc  s l tn)c
placc as the "Dcpth"  nre1lsurct t )cn l .
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