
Th? Australian Bird Bander

Horsfield lfushlark Mirolra javuu<u

Primaries:

frr{s. | (small outer ). Exposcd length
the sanre lcngth as primary covert) c.
situltcd rorrlr,r thc lcading edgc of
N o . 2 .

N o , 2  a n d  N o . 6 ,  E q u a l  l c n g t h  a n d
s h o r t c r  t h a n  N o s . 3 - - 5 .

Nos.3-5,  Equal  length and longest .

l n  thc  Sk l la rk  anc l  Bush lark ,  the  area  o f  the
\\ ' ing is grcatcr in propertion to body length than
that of thc wing of thc Pipit. Thc Skylark and
Bush l l r rk  r rh r i t rus l t  h r r rc  l r  p rc rpor t iona l l l  l r r rger
! \ ' rn !  th i rn  h r rs  rhc  P ip i r .  (Sce f igure  pagc  g2) .

Thcsc thrcc spccics havc rvhitc or rnostly whitc

outcr tail fcathcrs. Thc Songlarks ( ( irrr ' lor
lmrnplus spp.) ltavc no whilc on lhcir out-j l
tail fcathcrs.

Pr imar ics  a rc  usua l ly  nunrb : rcd  [ ronr  lhc  ins idc
outwards .  Hcre  thcy  arc  nunrb i fcd  f ronr  thc
, ru ts i r l c  inu  l r r t i r  l t r r  co t t l in icncc .

Skvlark ,4lrrtrla ar.t crr.sil

Prinraries:

No.  |  (smal l  ou ter ) .  Exposcd lcng th  c .  I l
mnr; situated undcr thc lcading cdgc of prinrary
N o . 2 .

No.2  and No.4 ,  Equa l  und s l i ch t l v  shor tc r
than No.  3 .

No. 3. Longest.

No. 5. Shorter than No. ,1.

No,  6 .  Much shor te  r  th rn  No.  5 .

W i n g  l e n g t h :  9 7 - l l 2  r n n r  ( l l  n r c a s l r r c d ) .

H ind  c law:  12-22  n tn  (10  rneasurcd) .

Decemher ,  1970

ttt '  A. R. McEt'er, drax'ings hy Lorcne Arnold, Ncrtional l l lu5currt ol Vi.t(,t i .t, Mt,lhourn(,

The Larks and the Pipit
Alaudidae: Horsfield Bushlark Miralru jataniut

Skylark,'1larrrla nrlc,rr.rrr ([ntroduced)

Motacill idae: Pipit Anrhus australis

ln  the hand,  the Bushlark is  smal l  and rather  sparr .ow- l ikc by
conlparison with the Skylark and Pipit. though thc paleness of its
in land races renders thc i r  p lunrage rather  l ike that  of  thc Skyiark ancl
Pip i t :  confus ion r ray ar ise in  d is t ingLr ish ing bct$,een thc I i l t tc r  tw()
species.

( about
l 4  m m ;
primary

s l ight ly

Wing length: 69-79 mm ( I 9 nreasured ) .

Hind claw: 6-8 mnr ( 9 mcasurcd ) .

90



'flu' 
Australiur llirtl Butulcr

No. 1 (small) Primary

Pipit , l  rrt lrri.r oir.ra rrl l .r

l 'r imarics:

No,  |  (snr i r l l  ou tc r ) .  Exposcd length  c .  7

nrn| siturtcd r)tl tt)p ol lcading cdgc of primary

No. I irrtrl hiclclcn by prirnlry coverts.

Nos. 2-5. l,onllcst and alrnost equal.

N o . 6 .  M u c h  s h o r t e r  t h a n  N o . 5 .

lYing length: lJ0-ll7 nrnr (9 mcusurcd).

H ind  c law:  l l .O-1 .1 .5  n rnr  (9  n reasurcd) .

\ote: lhc poli l ion ol No. I (smrll outer) primary
i\ u (l irrnoslic dislinclion betwcen the Skylark and
lhc Pip i t  hut  becausc of  nroul l  or  \ ren.  of  the plumage,
i l  nr i r !  nol  he foLrnt l  casi ly .
AckDorr ledgements:  C;r iLtefu l  acknowledgemenl  is  made
to l \1f  H.  J.  de S.  Disney fo|  point ing oul  lhe diagnost ic
r i i l l e r c n e e  e o n c c r n i n g  l h c  s m r l l  o L r t e f  ( N o .  l )  p r i n r a r y .

Dct'cttbcr, 1970

Primaries Nos. 2-6
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Hind Claw
(obout x5 noturol size)
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( u n d c r w i n g )
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Wing Outlines (naturat size)
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