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( abt'rage Trce Island ofl Port Stcphcns on the centrrl coast of
New South Walcs is thc only recorclcd br-ccding place of the Gould
pg11gl  lPt t ' f t t lnr |u  l ( t ! ( t )p t ( tL t ) .  S ince nrV last  rcpor t  (D 'Ontbra in 196,1) .
I  l . rarc  Drade another  20 t r ips to  the is land.  Sornc observat ions and
r ( s u l t s  l I r ) l l r  t l r t . \ c  l r i l .  l r r , ,  g i r , . D .

l)t'trt:l

Introduction
' thc  ( iouk l  Pc t rc l  h ls  spcc ia l i scd  ncs t ing  l l rb i ts .

I l s  r r ta in  n :s t i t rg  t rca \  l l r c  in  two rock-s t rcwn
gu l l ies  on  thc  ucs tern  s idc  o f  thc  i s land.  Hcre
thc  b i rds  seck  s i tcs  in  su i t i lb lc  cav i t i cs  i in tong the
rocks l  thc  s i r rg le  cgg is  la ic i  in  a  sc rapc  fo rnr ing
ru  s l iqh t  t l cprcss ion .

The !cgc tu t ion  cons is t inc  n ta in lv  o l  t rces  an t l
p r t l t t t r .  l , ' r t t t '  l r  r l .  nse  ro r i r  0 r  c i  r : r r rs t  r r t  t l ' i .
s idc  o f  thc  i s l i tn t l .  (A  nrorc  t l c ta i l cd  dcscr ip t ion
of  thc  ncs t ing  s i tc  cnv i ronnrent  i s  g ivcn  l t l
K .  . \ .  l l i nd*ooc l  lnd  D.  L .  Servent ! .  19 .11) .

Markirrg of Nesting Sites

Fornrc r l t  thc  ruc thoc j  o l  tnark inc  thc  ncs t  s i t cs
cons is lcd  o f  p l l rc ing  nunrbcrcd  s t r ips  o i  wood
ins i t l c  the  i rcs l ing  cav i t \ ;  cac l r  s t r ip  \ \ ' i l s  ubou l
n inc  inchcs  k rng  br  onc  inch  r r ide .  Ot ' len  thcsc
r r l i i r kc rs  \ \ c rc  sc r -a tchcd ou t .  lppr rcn l l \  $ ,hcn  the
rc l t t r r r tn r :  h r r r j .  r ' l e : rn  , ' t r l  t l r , . l  r re r t  i i t , .  l r r t . . r
in thc scirson. clcucl pit lnr fronds drop to thc
{ round i rnc l  in  p l i rces  l i ) rn r  i l  subs tnn t ia l  covcr
, \ ( r  th \ '  r , ' c l \ .  ( - , ' l . c ( l l t .  n t l )  n t i l l \  n ( . . i l i n !  , i l ( \
r rc re  d i l l l cu l t  to  rc loc i l t c  o r  *c rc  "un idcn t i f j c r l "
bccnusc thc rrootl- 'n nrarkcrs hird bccn scrltchctl
, r u t  i j n r l  l r , . t  : r r r t r r n l  t h e  l r r r r t r i . .

In  l9 ( r7  sornc  IOO harc iwc lo r i  s tukcs  th rec  to
l ( )u r  Ice l  in  l cn t t l r  t rc rc  tukcn  to  thc  i s land.  Thcsc
hlrtl brcn speciirl lr lrcl itcd to stop dccly. ir nuin
cause ' r r f  f l r i l u rc  in  the  p l rs t .  Z inc  uard :n  t tgs  wcre
l i xcd  to  thc  $h i tc  p l in tcd  tops  o f  thc  s tukes
lo r  o r i r rk ing  lu rposcs .

Prcviousll n)itn\ ncsl sites tverc t)ot rclociltc(l
l l l tcr in thc sctrson bccltusc of thc heavy cclvcrlgc
o f  la l l cn  p l ln r  l ronc ls .  Thc  ncu  rn i t rk inp  r r rc tboc l
c t t i tb lcc l  casy  re loca t ion  desp i tc  th is  p rob lcnr .

Randing

On I  2  Januar l  1969.  I  took  ovcr  John
McKelrn. Pctcr Martcnsz antl [- itr ( 'ravcn to
crrry out night bunding ovcr i l  pcriod of two
n igh ts .  A  lo t r l  o f  l l7  b i rds  rv ls  b i lndcd.  n ros t
b : ing  c lught  on  the  sur f l rcc  t  n igh t .

I )u r ing  thc  da !  r le  chcckc t l  a  numbcr  o f  s i t cs ,
bu t  on ly  b i tndcd lbout  l2  b i r t l s  fo r  rccheck ing
l i l t c r .  to  l ind  ou t  i f  i rny  dcscr tcd .  Thc  resu l t  ncx t
nrorning shorvctl no dcscrtions at i l l l .  Thc ncxt
dnv a furthcr chcck of four nrore sites showed
to  dcscr l rons .

Dcscrtcd ncsts oftcn havc a brokcrr cgg cithcr
ir thc ncst chambcr or clsc on thc grouncl nclr
thc  cn l r rncc .  Ncar ly  a l l  such  cggs  havc  a  f l i r l y
l i r rgc  puoc lu re ,  \uggcs t ivc  o l  a  s t lb  i ronr  i r  s t rong
boak.  I t  uou ld  bc  poss ib lc  t 'o r  a r r  enr lged or
d is tu rbJd  pc t rc l  to  sn l rsh  1hc  cg8 in  thc  ncs t .
or for thc cgg to bc brokcn by trvo bircis scuffl ing
in  thc  ncs t  cav i t ) .  I  havc  no t  scen i t  n r t  on  thc
is  l r rnd  -

Anothcr visit rvas nraclc to thc island lrorD
1,1  k )  l6  Dcce rnb . : r  1969.  th is  t in re  w i th  John
McKcan.  Pe tc r  F  u l lagar .  John Lcwis  and Mark
(' la)'ton. Duc 1() the conccrtcd work put in by
thi\ tclnr. 2.1-3 birds werc banded. nlostly it l
n igh t .  t  h is  b r ings  thc  to ta l  nunrhcr  t randcd dur ing
thc  pas t  22  yc l rs  to  9119.  and I  unr  surc  tha t  w i th
cont inLrcd  n igh t  band ing  ou t ings  l i kc  th is ,  much
ntorc  w i l l  be  l i rund ou t  about  thc  l i fe  h is to rv
( ) l  th is  pc t rc l .

Recoveries

No lccovcries of barrdld birds havc bccn
rcportcd r$a! frorn thc island but recovenes at
thc  band ing  p lacc  havc  inc reascd s incc  1964 to
l l19 :  a l l  uc rc  i rdu l t  o r  subat iu l t  whcr  bandcd.
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No birt l  birnt icd lrs ir  ncsl l in{ has lrcen rccoverc(l
()n lhc isl i l  n(1.

. l u t l g i n {  f r o r r  o1 l ' r c r  pc t r c l s  i t  i s  poss ih l c  t ha t
roun {  b i r i l s  \ ou l ( l  no t  r c l u rn  t o  t hc  ra t i t l  i s l i l n ( l
f o r  son rc  vca rs  i r nd  hc l r vv  n to r t i r l i t v  couk l  bc
cxpcc t c ( l  du r i i r g  l hc  e i t r l \  pa r t  o f  t h i s  pc r i o t i .

Thc  l os r  o f  bunds  f r o l n  co r ros ion  i s  poss ib l c .
Houc tc r .  du r i ng  t hc ' l i l s t  t r i p .  i l n  a l un r i n i un t  band
rvus  cxan r i ncd  r vh i ch  ha t l  bccn  on  t hc  b i r c l  i o r
\ cvcn  \ cu rs :  i t  r vas  s t i l l  l cg i b l c  bu t  w i l s  r cp luccd
r r  i t h  t r  l t onc l  b t rnd .

' I  
he  nun rb l r  o f  ncs t l i ngs  bandcd  i s  sun l l r r r i s , J ( l

l r s  l ( ) l l ( ) N \ :

l i .  &  ( i .  a l r r n r i n i uo r  ban t l s  (  \ ' i c t o r i an

Phoro :  h r  eou nc \ !  RAAF

c i rc lc  bout :  thcn  thc  ca l l  appcars  n tuch  loudcr .
Thc  unsucr ing  ca l l s  l ronr  b i rds  on  thc  i s land arc
: r  r r r te t .s io r r  r r l  .q11 ;1111 ing .  r r  h in in r :  no tc , , .

On land ing .  h rccd ing  b i rc ls  usu l l l y  makc  thc i r
rv i rv  qu ick l l  lo  thc  ncs t  s i t c .  Othcrs .  p robab ly
non-brccdirrg trinis. scent ri l thcr sensitivc whcn
thcy tirst lancl. and :trc quitc l ikcly to fly oll
agitin if lpprouchccl: this thcv do irt night with
cirsc. Tlris is in contritst to thc flopping. scrnntb-
ling i lt lcnrpts k) t lkc k) thc air madc by a birci
in  dav l igh t .  

' l  
hc  pc t rc ls  c i rn  f l y  f rcc ly  about  among

the trecs at night although lrlanv do nllkc crtsh-
lanclings i lrto l lr ick gr()und-cover; it lscl I havc
sccn sonlc bircls rrrakc rcasonablv good lirndings
( ln  b r i lnchcs  and l in rbs .

NcstinA Calls
Onc n igh t  c lu r ing  the  v is i t  in  January  1969.  n ry

irttcntron wils dra\\ 'n to i l slrnngc ctl l at north
gu l l ) .  l  ca l l  h i r rd  to  t i cscr ibc  bu t  rcsenrb l ing  a
dccp.  c l r i lwn  ou t .  g ro$ l ing  sound.  wh ich  cou ld
bc  hcr rd  f ronr  qu i tc  i t  d is tancc .  l t  was  made
by a  b i rd  wh ich  hac l  jus t  landcd nrong the
rocks. irnd an answcring growl wils hcarti front
t l t t r l - r  i t  t  i l . \  ( r l  . t r r n ( . s  n C i  h )

When thc  b i rd  f rou  thc  'nes t '  cn lc rged,  ! t  was
lccl by thc rcccntl) lrrivcd bird u hich had
tlrivcn l third bird from thc i lrca. Thc bird front
thc  ncs l  thcn  c rawlcd  down thc  s lope over
thc boultir:rs l irr a feu'yards. u'hilc thc ncw arrival
ulndcrcd ovcr lo \!hcrc I rvas sitt ing i lnd lnovcd
p s t  n r !  f ce l .  a l l  thc  t in rc  ho ld ing  i t : ;  w ings
c losed.  Both  b i rds  then w i rndcrcd  about  w i thout
appllrcnl rcllson. itnd onc of thcm citntc ovcr to

F ishcr ics  &  ( i i r r le  Dcpt  )
ABBS (  ( 'S l  RO )  a lunr in iunr

bancis
A B B S  ( C S l R O t  n r o n c l

I ] )c1 i r l  h i rnd \

As  th i \  rcprcscnts  an  i t vc rucc
ncstl in{s bltnrleri ci lch scltson.
rccover \  back  on  the  nu ta l

t 9 4 l l -  1 9 5 6  5 l

1 9 5 7 - l 9 6 z l  ( , 1

196-s  I  970 56

-l-otal 
;;

o l  l css  than c igh t
thc chanccs ()l '

i shnd arc  s l igh t .

Arrival at l lreeding lsland
Whcn l r r r i v in t  o lc r  thc  i s l lnd  i l f l c r  d t r l i .  the

t r i rc is  a rc  la i r l r  h ish :  lhc i r  t \ \ ' i t t c r in {  c i l l l s  l re
vcr_t f lr int ls thcr circlc arouncl l irr a tirnc bcforc
c'onring lollcr. 

-l-hcr 
do no1 wait long b!fore

c lcsccnd ing  to  t rec  t ( )p  l cvc l  *hcrc  thcv  i tg i l i l

l{ l



l l t  . l us t ro l i on  R i rd  B tnde t

o  . l t t r c t t i l t  Oo r t l d  I ' r ' t r L l  j r r s t  p r i o r  t ( ,  l ( ^ i ng  t l t ( ,

Pho lo :  K .  A .  H  i nd *1xx l

l hc  rocL  on  wh i ch  I  r r i r s  s i t t i ng  anc l  i r l l ou , c t i
t r r c  t , r  t  r r c l r  i t  \ \ i t h  I l t (  l r l r l | l l  , , t  n ] )  j t : r n r l .  M r , . t
, , 1  l l l .  l l r r ( '  l l ) (  ! r , , ( l i l l t .  r ' r , ' r r l i r r r . :  e  r l l  r r l 1 r  l r . i 1 1 g
u t l r r c ( l  l r nd  I  cou l c l  hc i r r  ( ) l hc r s  t i v i l t g  t he  s t rn t l
c i r l l  nc l l r h \ .

l  hc bi lr l  Iror)r thc ncst .  fol lowcd by thc
o lhc r  b i r d .  r n l r d :  i t s  say  hack  t o r l a rds  t hc  c r r -
t r i l nc !  Nhc rc  i t  sp rcad  i t s  \ r i ngs  ou l  and  f l i l t t cncd
itscl l  on thc grou|d. Both birds then cntcrccl
t hc_c l l \ r t \ ' .  , \ \  t hc  u ro \ \ ' l i ng  c t l l  w i i s  commcnccd
i l ga rn .  t hc \  c i r n t c  ( ) u l  f r om thc  rocks  a t  t hc  s i t c
, l n ( l  

, | | 1 , , r \ a ( l  
s , ' r ] ] c  r ; r r t L  i r \ r i t \ '  \ ! h ( , r c  ( hc \  u ( r c

{) l l l l r l r  r l .

I  \ \ i r \  no l  su rc  i l t  t hc  t i o l e  w l t c thc r  o r  no t  t h i s
\\ i rs u nc\t in{ pair.  ls no cgg could bc found
r t r  t hc  c i l \ i t ] .  bu t  l l t e r .  b i r ds  uh j ch  n ta ( l e  t hc
s i r n l c  { r o \ \ l i n t  c i l l l  r r c r c  f ound  r v i t h  l r n  cgg .

(Jeneral Commenls
-I-he 

$ork carriad out over thc past tcw years
sho\\s thul thc ncsti ltg area is -l lreatcr than had
becn prc\.iousl! recorded. Nunrcrous 'ncsts' havc
brcn lound h-'twccn thc trvo gull ies and {)thcrs
sornc dlsli lncc it\\ i l \. C)nc 'ncst' \! 'as found in thc
tusr'ock grltss i lrcl l \!hich js quitc clear ()l trecs
ol itn) sorl. sonrc ?(X) yards soutlr of thc landing
p lacc :  Fa i r r  Pen{u in  bur ro rvs  abound in  th i i
l r rea .  Hcrc  in  1967.  S .  G.  Lanc  found a  pc t rc l
in i ls burrou on ln cgt. Hc tolt i nrc thiit thc
c i r \ r t \  \ \ ' l l s  fo rn tcd  bc t \eCn two or  tn rce  rocKs.
An()lhcr rock across thc front trrade thc entri lncc
too snril l l  to pcrnrit ircc:ss by cithcr shcarwatcrs
or pcn{uins. -lhc 

ncst' rvas located at the cd!!c
()l thc tussocl. -qrass l{ the top of the bare sloping
rocks ol thc forcshorc.

Anothcr  'ncs t  was  k rund undcr  t l re  bou lders
r rh ich  harc  bccn nantc r l  "The l , ( )okou l " .  i t t  thc

I)u ctthcr, l97o

cxtrcnrc top of south gully; lhcrc is i l  shecr drop
to thc occan helow. Many ntore 'ncsts hitvj
b:cn found in th: rrea b3twccn south and north
gu l l i cs .  and 'ncs t '  No.  i  i s  l c tua l l y  on  thc  rocks
a fcw fcct abovc high watcr nli lrk itt thc fq)t
0 f  sou th  gu l l v .

I havc always bl:en conccrncd by thc numbcr
of deld birds found on the island. Onc cvcning
dur ing  the  v is i t  in  January  1969,  John McKcan
and thc othcrs went to thc top of thc island anci.
by torchlight, saw four or f ive Pcregrines hunting
in thc dark. It seenrs possiblc that carlv arriving
petrels might fall victinr to thesc huntcrs, which
rcgularly nest on the north-elst sidc of thc island
on il spot known as "Cathedrll Rtrk". C)thcr
predrtors arc Ravcns and Circy (iushawks.
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