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A studl of thc Eastern Whiteface ( A phelu epltala /.r/(1)p.!r:r ) Itas
bcen curr icd out  at  sevcru l  regular  brnding stat ions in  the v ic in i ty  of
Suthcr lands arrd Bower,  South Austra l ia .  as p i l r t  o f  tn  arca survey
()n thc Mount  Mary Pla ins.  No l ) )oventent  of  b i rds bcnveen sr l r rons
had bccn cstabl ished unt i l  recent ly  (sbe Recovery Round-up.  p.  8 l i )
l . ru t  a  f i i i r l r  h igh ret rap rate has bcen rccordcd.  I t  is  suggestcd that
crr r l r  l randcd b i rds inc luded res idents of  ter r i tor ics and sonrc o l  thcsc
huvc cnrergcd as er l r rp lcs of  longevi tv .  whi lc  nrany nrorc recent ly
bundct l  ind iYiduals  seent  to  h lvc d isappcared.  Sonre net t ing h ints  arc
!  lVcn .

Introduction' I  
hc  l : l r r t c rn  \ \  h i tc l l r ce '  i s  onc  o f  thc  rnos t

conrn ton  b i rds  lounc l  on  thc  Mount  Mary  P l  ins .
1 . \  r .nc r i l l  oLr t l ine '  o f  thc  ccokrgv  o l  th is  rcg ion
ts  rccordcr i  f r r  Boe l rn r .  I95 l  ) .  Whi tc f i l ccs  i t rc
l rcqucnt l \  l i runr l  *hcrc  sc i t t t c re ( i  s l t rubs  occur  in
l i l i r l \  ( ) l )c11  s i tu i t l i ons  or  evcn  n 'hcre  thcrc  a rc
lc \ \  o r  l lo  l fees :  l l r c )  l r rc  fa ru i l i l r r  a t  n los l  lan l t
i rnd  s t i t l i ( )n  hor r res tcads .  l ' .  I  .  S i tnd l i r r r t l  (  in
Mathcr r ' .  I9 l - l  )  rc lc r r ! 'd  to  thc  spec ics  as  thc
Ino \ l  c ( )n l t ) l ( )  lT i rc l  r r t  Br r l i rh  S ta t ion .  rvh ich  is
i rhout  J5  nr i i cs  nor lh -c l rs t  o f  thc  p rcscn t  s tu ( ly
i l l c i t .

\ \hcn  Nork  o  thc  b r rn r i ing  sL l rvc )  s t l r t c ( l  jn
thc  \p r inS o l  I96 .1  \o t l l c  lO Whi tc faccs  h i td
. r l rL  r r rh  l ' .  c r r  l ' , r r r r i c . l  l r t  r  i . r t in . . l  I r ; rndcr . .  Mr . .s rs
R.  M.  ( l ihh . .  D .  B  MrrL .k  ; rn r l  M.  H.  Wrr l r : rDr l r r
r r r  lhc  p rc r rous  \c i r r .  In  JLr l \ '  1966.  b r rnd ing  o f
thc  spcc ics  r rus  t l i scont inued l i r r  about  two vc t rs .
Br  th r r t  t i r r r r  l -  I  h i rL j .  h r r t l  h . .cn  h . rndcr l  in
f l l i r l \  conccnt r r te t l  a rc l rs  in  thc  Bo$cr  and
St t lher lanc l r  ( i i s t r i c l \ .  ' l  hcsc  arcas  har i  b :cn
sL ' l cc tcd  ls  s r rn tp lc  p l l c :s  l i ) f  thc  purposc  o f  the
suf \  c \  .

\ l c thod o f  (  a tch ing
Nclrrlr lr l l  fr ircls crrrrght cluring tl 'rc surve! \vcrc

t l l kcn  i0  n r is t  r re l : .  T l rc  nunrbcr  c t f  nc ts  uscd
r lu r in {  c lch  opc l r t ion  or  r i s i t  var ied  f ronr  f i ve
lo  c lc \ .11 .  Ihc  n ) l r in  b lnd ing  s tu t ions  t rc  shown
or r  F i tu rc  I .  iu r r i  the  nunrh l r  o f  v is i t s  tc l  cach
ls  sc t  ou l  ln  I  a i l l c  I  .

Thc  nros t  e l l cc t i rc  i r r rangcn)cn t  o f  le t \  i s  to
!r1)up thcnt 10 lornt i l  ntazc l lnlong thc shrubs
*hcrc  lhc  b i r t i s  uy . rpcur  nun le rous ,  thcn  qu ic t l v
ririvc thc bircls into the ntirz,-.. Too frcclucnt
nc t t ing  ( ) r  rcpcatcd  dr iv in t  o f  thc  santc  b i rc ls
rcsu l ts  in  u r .o iduncc  o f  nc t  s i t cs ,  par t i cu la r ly  i f
con t i i t ions  r t takc  nc ts  c l rs i l v  r i s ib lc .

TABI-E I
Nunrbcr  o f  opcra t ing  days  a t  band ing  s i tcs .

Bund in{  Nuntbcr  o f
s r tc  D lys
B lack  C)aks  B lock  97
Rcgrorvth Mlllcc Block 44
Err.lora Scrub 3l
Ertlora Honrestcuci l i3
Boxthorn  Gu l lv  29
( ,c i l . r i l  Scruh  .15
Sunr l ry  randont  s i tcs  (  Suthc  r lands-  Bowcr  )  l2

I r, lrrl -L] '

Randing
Ol thc 271 bandcd bircis. 72 l lrvc bccn rc-

tftrppcd ilt lcrst oncc ancl trvo othcrs wcrc
rccovcred dcrd. giving a 'rccovcry ratc of 27
pcr  cent  to  l0  Junc  70 .  Tab lc  2  shows thc
rccovcry incidencc at varyin-r.l intcrvals: individuals
rctrappcd or rccovcred in nrorc than onc pcriod
ltrc includccl in clrch catcgory.

T A B L E  2
Rccovcr f  inc idcncc l  i . c .  thc  nuntbcr  o f  in -

d iv ic lua ls  rc t rappcd a t  varv ing  in lc rva ls  a f tc r
brnd ing.
Numbcr ol'
lnd iv  idua ls

7
2 9
2 l
2 1
2
I  (47 months )
4
2 (both 66 months )
| ( Il0 months )

7.)



T ltc Auslraliart llird Bandcr Dc<t'rrther, I97o

e i

. Firurc |. Mup ttl thc Suthcrlqnds-Bou.cr t l i .strict, S,A, showing thc hunding ,rtdtiott.\.

S:asonitl f luctuations of populations resulting
fronr nrortir l i t l . dlparture and arrivl ls from elsc-
\ rherc  u rc  d iscusscc l  by  Bcrndt  and Meise  (  1959) .' l  

h:t havc indicatcd that there is a gcneral
lcnd0ncv for populitt ions to rcach thcir lowest
lcvcl lust prior t() thc brceding period. Conse-
qucnt l !  rc l r lpp ing  f ro rn  in i t ia l  band ing  o f  rcs ident
brccti ing birds \\ 'as cxpectcd.

Ho$tvcr .  thc i r  l i nd ings  a lso  ind ica tc  thc  p rob-
irblc rcason for thc absencc of long-interval
rec()\ 'cri is ol birds brnded in thc lottcr half of
l9(r-5 anrl thc first half of 1966 rvhile earlicr
b:Lndc'd birris lravc b:en rccovcred (retrappcd).
I ;o r  cxnnrp le  i r t  thc  B lack  Oaks  s i te  (scc  F ig .  t ) ,
of 6.1 birds barrd:d bctween mid Novcmber 1965
anrl 3l Mav 1966. nonc has been rctrapped morc
than l9 months latcr but therc have becn sevcral
rccolcrics of cali icr-banded Whitcfaces beyond
thc tour-\citr periocl. Threc of thcsc were banded
ovcr -5 vcars carlicr. and onc bird (020-490O4)
rrus rctrappcd 6 vcars and ll nronths aftcr banding
(s te '  Rccovcr r  Round-up.  p .  { i8 ) .  One o f  thc
5-1c;rr birds hitci bcen prcviously retrappcd at
thc blnding plircc 22 nonths after banding.
S imi l i r r l , ,  a t  thc  Box thorn  Gu l ly  s i te  (see a lso
Fig. I i. thc "oldesr" recovery- from 35 birds
brndcd be t \ \ccn  May 1965 and May 1966 is
2 l l  n ronrhs .  )c r  on l  ind iv idua l  (0 i1 -29145)
bund--d on 26 April 1965, was retrapped in
Ma1 1966.  Apr i l  1967 and May 1970.  Another
b i rd  (0 l l -29116)  banc led  ar  rh is  s i te  on  thc
sanrc  t la l  ( l s  021-291.15)  was re t rappcd w i th  i t
.s vcitrs latcr.

This is possibly analogous with thc l indings
of Wilson ( 1967 ) with the Whitc-browcd Scrub-
Wren (Serrcr)rnis lrontqlis). However, as thc
elapsed timc betwecn catchings ln somc cases
has exceeded 5 years, it is sti l l  possible that
later-banded birds may bc rctrappcd in thc
futurc.

Weighing
Somc weighing was carried out during thc

survey ;  129 adu l t  Whi te faces  averaged l3 -14
grammcsj with exlrcmes ranging from l2-16
grammcs (50 individuals). Three flcdglings just
out of the ncst wcighed I I grammes cach and
an older juvenile which sti l l  showed yellow at
thc gapc, wcighcd l2 grammcs. Dctails of thc
weights are as follows:

We igh t  in  Grammes |  |  l2  l3  I4  l5  l6
( to ncarest gramme.)

Adults
Juvenilc
Fledglings l

76 53 2224
I

Discussion
Banding rcsults havc shown litt le local movc-

ment and, unti l recently, the longest recovery
was i mile from banding place. On 6 September
1970 a bird which had been banded at the
Boxthorn Cullv site on I Seotember 1969 was
retrapped at t l ie Black Oaks'Block, three nriles
north of its banding placc. Obscrvations also
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harc  ind ic l tcd  th l l  son tc  l l )ovc tnents  cc r ta in ly
, \ ' ( u r .  l l l c  h i r , l .  i r t r , , l v u r l  r r r c  p r o h u h l l  i n t n t i l t u r c
l r r l l \  l r l l r i l l .  o r  ln t i r t t i r ch(d  i l ( lu l t r .

. .  . l Ju r in . . . :  t f  t l \ )n l r \  r ' r  p ro t rJc lcd  drought .
\  l r l ( l i l cJ .  l -  r l  t . ,  c  n i : rc t i t l c  in  l l r rourcL l  I ccc l ing
1t1 .111r  ru r '11  . r .  gu l l re ' : r t l ( l  f l i r t : .  $ i th  th ickers  o l
shrLrbs. I)urin-q onc such pcriod -12 birt ls u,erc
rc t tcd  lnd  band!d  in  onc  o f  thcsc  favourcd  spots
( . t ]ox thon l  ( iu j l v )  dur ing  one v is i t .  Sonrc  twt l  o r
I l t kc_ \c i l r .  l : , l c r .  i r r  l r  pc r iuc l  o l  ser r . . rc  e l r t rught
l l ( )67  ( ,S)  t l t c  , l  )hLr  in  l l te  . l rn rc  p l l rec  h - l r r l
c lw in t l l cc l  to  l r  l cu  'pa i rs  tnd  some s ing le  b i rds .

ln clrr Pi:riotis sntall groups and llocks are
sonl.tr)lcs \ccn rlong fences and bcsidc rolrds:
\\ 'heo thc tlr()u{ht brcaks. stl l lr l l  partics urc thcn
scell l lpl)itrcnll\ () lhe nrove rCross lhe country,
\ rd - ' .

r\t l--rckrra HoDl.stead. bctwccn Scptc!l lbcr
196;1  and Apr i l  |  966 ,  27  Whi te faccs  wcrc
b;rnclcd. -I hc Llonrcstcad is rcnlotc fronr any
. i r t th .  t l r . .  n ( i r ru \ t  h ( . i l !  h ; r l l  l r  r r r i l c  l rwr r l .  M i i t
r l c l l | | ] t  . t l  l | l t .  r \  i r l \  \ . l r )  i n !  I r r r r r r  t u u  t o  \ t x  w u ( l \
\ri l \ ci lrncd ou1 unti l thc end of 1968. yet ncr
bird has b,-'cn rctntpped or otherwise rccovcrcd
nrore thirn I I nlonths irftcr banding. Nine of thc
l7  h r r , l s  h r r r r r le r j  r rc rc  rc t r i rp l )cd  r r i  pc r i , ,d ,  l ron t
l l  d l t \ \  t , '  i r  l r  l (  r , \ c r  I O  n ) r ) n t h .  i r l l e r  b i r n d i n B .
Onc b i rd  u iLs  found d jad  ( f rcsh)  17  drys  a f tJ r
bar rd ing .  und another  was found dead bc i ide  thc
nrrrin road j milc north oi thc Honresteacl.

Ihus  \ \h i l c  Whi tc faces  arc  no t  n rarked ly
norrlrciic in thcir habits. thcrc is rrrore rlovenlent
i rn long thc  loca l  conrmun i t ies  than is  ev idcn f
l ron t  cursor t  observ l t t ion  or  invcs l tg i t r ton .

Conclusion
Miiny problcnls renrain unsolved rcgartl ing

r)lovcncnls i lnd habits of the Eastcrn Whltcfaccl
It is hopcd thitt continued obscrvations anJ
bund ing .  rvh ich  \ r i rs  rcsuned in  196u.  w i j l
cventu i l l l )  f ind  sonrc  o l  the  answcrs .
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Notice of Meeting
.- lhe Annual General Meeting of Thc Bird
tsandcrs' Associ rion of Australir ' ; i  bc hcltl in
thc Hallstrom Thealre, Australian Muscum, Col-
lLg( .S t rcc t .  51 t lne1.  r t  1 . .10  p . r r r .  on  Sr r lu r r . . l r ry .
l6  J rnur r )  1971.  Dr  I - .  H .  Tr r lh , r r .  l ) i reL . r , , ' r .
Austrl l ian Muscum, wil l opcn 1nc nrecung tncl
thc  i lg - 'nda  w i l l  inc ludc ;

l .  Rcpor ts
2. Election of Oll iccrs
J. General Busincss

A s t i cnr i6c  r r rcc . r ing  r r i l l  l i r l l , ,u  th . .  ;11111u, ,1
Inec l ing .  Mr  Pc tc r  Br l r r r lo r t l  u i l l  s f rc : rk  r r r r  thc
tusu l ts  i rnd  u  o rk  .b t  ing  done h1  VORC pe r rgu in
Study  Urou l )  o r r  Ph i l l i p  l r land .  l r r rd  , , r r , ,ng . , , , r in t .
i t rc  h r : ing  n t ldc  lo r  l  sccond \p ( . i rkc r .

_ You arc assured of an intcrcsting and in_
fornlirt ive aftcrnoon. All visilors and t: i icrrcls rvil l
bc welconrc.
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