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REVI  EWS

Interim List of Australian Songbirds-passerines, by
R. Sihodde. Royal Austr lrhsi]n Ornithologists Unio;,
1975. 16 - l  vi  pp. Price 93.00.

. As i t  would take mitny yexrs to satisfactori ly organize
rhc conlpiht ion xnd pubrication of part Two ol the
Olncial I<.A.O.U. Chtcklist, Dt Schodde was requestcd
lo compile rn lnterinl List,  to remain in enect unti l
rhe lLrl l .  rr(.r t Irent (, t  Pir. .cr ines. r l . f ining :Lrb.pecies rnd
l l r c r f  r l r - l r r buUon .  i r ppc r , r )  .  The  r ,  t ho r .  t he re fu rc ,  L l e .
\ c r ve .  o l r r  s i nce le  rh : rnLs  f o r  i , c cep t i ng  l h i :  r eque . l -  and
g r \ l nS  h r \  l rme  t r nJ  knus le i l ge  so  rh . r l  r  "modecn '
tu)iononlic l ist on Austral i^n Passerines might be avai l ,
. r L l c  . r ,  . r , on  r l l e r  l he  u l l r c i . r l  non -p i r . \ e r i ne  p l t b l i c : t t i on
.,pnci,r(d. A ls!v clu.e :t \ \oci.rre\ :1fe n)enti . ,neJ ir \  the
rurhori ly for l  few fanri l ies, but except for Maluridae
and Ploceidae thcse contain rehtively few specics. In' 'Acknowledgenlents ' .  vi tr ious names are given com-
prisjng t l lose who coDncnted on an eari ier provisional
l ist rnd also for reading lhe manuscript,  but i t  is
rpplrent th:t t  the iruthor is responlible for most of the
l inLrl  decisions-

Many \Li l l  f ind i l  di f l lc l l l t  to see close taxonomic
conn€ction:rnd specif ic concept in the two publications.
To subslantiate this statenrcnt, l9 "spccies" of the 1926
a/r,1 l i / i . ,r  becrnre gengr.rphi:rr l  r i ,cc\ in pr t ,  IR
l r r r hc l  AU , l f t r l i i l  en ( l c r l i J .  he i i lme  fo rms  o l  e r ( r i r -
l inr i l l l l  species. and when I rcviewed Prrr |  (Aust. Bit i t
I lnndcr 13: 65-66) I  menrioncd 39 olhers for which a
relerence coulLl reiLdi ly bc given for lumping, but which
rcntxined species. ln th\t  l t t t?t iDl Lirr lhe respectiv€
l i gn res  r r c  65 ,2 l  1 l nd  l 2 !  l n  1926  the re  Ne rc  349
Non-passerires and 358 Passerines. ln the two 19?j
nubl ical ions the f igu|es are 393 and 307 (not including
introdnctions). To bridge this surprising difTerencc some-
!vhat i l  nlust in fr irness be enrphasized that 4l Non-
pirsserrnes were recordcd in Austral ia for the f irst t ime
during the inlervcning 50 years ancl only 8 Passerines,
rhrough the occurrence of cxtft l imital birds or ncwly-
di\covcred specres. These :rfe P;t1d Dtolucc. 'nsis, Mota-
( i l la ulhu, M. ( in?tta, M. citrcola, Potnltostontus l tdl i ,
Attt  ((plkt lut arunl inactus, Cist icoh fu ci l l is ^nd
ADtrtontl \  , .r /rdl l . \ .  Four, which wcre considered sub,
rpecies in 1926, havc since been given specif ic ranking
- I 'stDltol.s .)cLid(tt tul i \ .  . \ t i rcrnis k?ri ,  Cort us 1?l lori

rund C. krrnraaicrrs.

The .qenefal arrxngenrenl inchldes a prefacc of 26
pp.. mil inly discussing recent taxonomic deci! ions and
ev|luating thcir signif icaacc. This provokes nluch
thou!:ht and provides iDteresl ing date, but clearly em-
phusizes lhe arbitrarincss of the whole system. There
irre f : ,r  tno menl refercnces to prpers : in pre.s' '  or' ' r n  

n rep . .  Fo l l o \ \ i nS  l he  P re f i ce .  t he re  i s  I  b r i e i  d i s -
iu.. i , ,n un vcrnlculrrrs:rnrl  r  6-pege Li\r of Rcference\
l o l l o$5  J  \ .  Hobb .  h i .  pL ' i n teJ  ou l  l o  me  rha t

. r l r h , ' r r g l r  'H l l l  (  l e74 )  i :  ne rh i r ps  rhc  m , , \ l - quo red
fe le fencc .  r t  i \  no r  n r c i  i u i t eL l  i n  r h i .  L i . l .  l hc  remr in -
ing 13 pp. contain the lnlerim I- ist of Specics, but in
real i ty this has no higher sl ir tus than a Na e List.

So Drany instances of lrmping of species is undesir-
xble and pfobubly unnecessrry; i t  ct l ts for much more
exlended st lrdy belore t irkirg such action. When I read
tlrc nanres ot thosc who gi lve us ihc 1926 Ch?ckl ist,
i t  is hoped that a situi l l l r  nunrber of equrl ly-talented
ornithologislJ wi l l  soon col l1pi le an acciptable Third
L.cl i l ior.  l -umping is reldi ly evident in, c_g. paulalotus,
Mulurus, Scricotnis i lnd Ncosir l idac. To make such a
dognalic statemenl that lhere can be l i l t le doubt that
[Pu]11(lotusl stittus, o tal t llnd t/l/rrr-i./la.r itre con,
sFcif ic" (p. 2l),  when ablc workers l ike HiDclwood,
Mdyr, Salontonsen rnd ntany others cleafly:tgree other-
wise, needs u lot of explaining. fhe only chi lnge here
should be 1r possible unrt ing ot ornatus and r l l rsr. i .r l l l r
on iLmple evidence of hyb|idization, rnd given the
forDer Red-l ipped vernaculal- lo includc also s/dat 's
anLl tne[utoccphalus l ls conspccif ic shows I nol iceable
lack ot l ielcl  work, or Drore probably r notice:rblc lack
oi rescrfch inl() wha! hits been published. Any Sydney
l icld-workel of nrore rhrn rverage abi l i ry ]ooks forw:rrd
most rvinters to thc large nufib()rs of P. ,\'r-1./rr.f which
move in, und i ind thrr their di l lerent cal ls and f ield
bchrviour are so dist inct lronl the locri  red-l ipped birds
lh:rt  f ield-glasses nre seldonr Lrscd excep! for veri f icat ion
.h , ,U l , l  , ) r hc r . .  l e , .  e \pc r i cncc . l .  r equ i r c  l h i .  p roo f .  p
ut, l tn,ni tJt. t lk: i r  murc r l i l lerenr : ,gi,rn, rn(l  sl trely sonle
probrble indication of hybridisnr is far less importanr
lhirn koown breeding-range overlap.

Austral i i tn taxonofi ic work in recent years appeaas
lo so n)rny orni lhologi. ls to be printari ly over-zei lous
col lect ing in possible ovcrl i lp zones and a 'witch-hunt ' ,
l o r  po . i b l e  i n . l i c r t i , ' I l s  o i  h l h r i d i ,m .  wh i l \ r  f i e l J  be -
h i r ! i , , u r  i r nJ , , n ( ' r e  i n rp , , r ' l i I ) 1 . . r  r e : r l  c lTo I t  t r '  i r \ ce r l l i n
r l l  plunuge characlcrisl ics from imntaluri ty to the
ful ly :rdult  bird, is far nrore conmendrble. ' l 'he.se 

aspects
*lould be of much grealer vrhre in nlrking taxononic
decisiors. Thc "down-grading" of so many Austral ian
bircls, which for so long hrvc becn considered species.
ancl so nluch unnecessary nanre-changing rcquires at
IeNst a further len ycars study before incorporation in' i  Ch(ckl ist,  especiai ly one that lhe R.A.O.U. is expected
to fol low.

Vclcran ornithok)si l j l ,  A. H. Chisholm, bel ieves thl l l
J , , hn_Gor r l . l  u r .  p ro l , , b l 1  i r \ , , und  i  j u , I ge  r r s  nnyonc
' , 1  wh , r l  Je l l ncs  n  . p . . c re . .  De \p i l e  mnrc  rh rn  lO0  ye . r r s
. inte hi.  thy. ir{  wel l  i r .  i l  cenerjr l  Lcceptince oi the
nolylyprc .necie\ c,,ncrpl :rnd i t \  con\eq enti l r l  i -nprcl
on .systemnlic nomencll l ture. scant regaid for Goild's
abi l i ty is implied when rhe four species of si l tel la he
nrmed as new hnve been "swallowed up" in lhis Interim
List and fhe Variable Sittelln. Dapho?nosiua chrl,soptera
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hirs en)er8ed. C€rtainly i t  is well ,named Variable, for
no colour descript ion is possible unless i t  starts thus-' 'Head: dark brown lvi th throat pale: dark brown with
rhroLrl black: white; whi1e, noticeably streaked; grey,
hervi ly slreaked: blackl black cap with white throati
r l l  -qrcy: etc. ' .  and i t  inchrdes thosc from New Guinea,
as i t  is clearly slated lhat lhe supplanled genus Neori l td
rs nronoryptc.

Sonre of J. D. Macdon.ld's raxonomic papers, such
as with Collrrricincla, Clinncteris and Neos,ltd, appear
1o have been hasti ly cast aside: this further supports
the widcly-discussed bcrief Ihat those where hybrids have''ensured" conspecificness. such as *ith Mcliphago
DI(lanops, Sphecotltrres, Citclosona cinnamonleum,
Mtlurus, Coracitn, Neositra, etc., have been hastily incar-
porrted. Some of these are so recent that there has
heen no possibi l i ty of rcfut ing the arguments. In case
nry personal views might be considered an isolated
opinion, I  quote some unsolici ted comments by two
ablc overseas (axonomists in letters recently received:
( l)  In some ci\e\ i t  uhole lol of reasons are given
for lumping something, but when you analyse the char-
acters they tend to be quite superf icial ly adaptive, and
hence meaningless, or are ones that occur in a wide
range of groups. The annoying feature is that the
changes are made, then you have to spend a couple of
years correcting them." From the second letter - "1 am
afraid they are go;ng a l i t t le too tar in their lumping.
The nlain purp(.se of a classificrtion is to convey infor-
mation but i f  you lump too much you actual ly conceal
rhat information".

There has been no serious altenrp! by Austral ian
workers 1() adopt i  superspecies concept, and tetain
arbitrary specif ic defini l ions. Mayr and Short (^tp"cicr
Tata ol North Anrcrican Birds, 1970) discuss many
instances of superspecies, of which Itinartopt,t, often
considercd monospeci6c. might be quoted as an example.
Thcy consi,: ler i t  is better !o retain eight species, "be-
l ieving that this is i l  betler course thiLn part ial ,  dubious
lumping wilh insumcient knowledge". Surely that reason
rppl;es equally u, irh. e.g. the small  Australasian genus
Sohccothcres. Ford's review of i t  (Enlu 75: 163-11l)
appeared aborrt the s:rmc t ime i ts lhe /n/erirr airt ,  which
Llccepls his monospecif ic c()ncept. But sLrrely Creenway's
rre:rtment (Pelers'  Ch(ckl ist 15: 136-137) of f layiventl is,
rii./ls and hypoleucus forming :r ruperspecies and
r i . i l lor i  co'existent with such over part of i ts range
from southern New Guinea to New South Wales makes
beller sense. cspeciel ly as al l  age plumages of both types
,rrc sl i l l  imperfecl ly known.

Uniformity a|rd i l  standard concept throughout sbould
bc the nain obiective of any Checkl isl_ Therefore i f  the
ch:rraclers, or "ylrd'sl ick" which inf luenced the author
of this 1r,r.,r.i, /-i.rl to retain. ?.9. Eopsaltria Eiseo-
cularis, Psopholes occid?ntnlis, Climacteris ninor.
Pti lor is r i . toiac and Corrftr  t"str]". .nicus (and l  aver
lhcrc ire good grounds for each) as species, were fol,
lowed throughout. then a high percentage of the 65
$hich hi lve been merged have 1'ust as sound a reason
for relention also. No one will disagree that Meliphaga
nr. ldnoj ls i tod M. .a:sldir are closelv related, but whv
lump lhem on what i .  st i l l  i rconclusive evidence, or. i f
vou wish. on the evidence of one publishecl arl icle
Thc two form r perfect s perspecies. just as do M.
/drolir :rnd M. fld|i.ollis.

'fhere 
are additional surprises both at the generic aod

irmily level. The treatmenl h Sericornis indicates that
i t  is the "carpet-bag" into which i !  is convenient to
sweep all those annoying, nostly monotypic warbler
genera. AIso, i f  Mcl iphaga is "an unwieldly and pos-
sibly unnatural assemblage", I  and n1any others are
certain that by retaining four species only in i t  and
olovinS all 17 olhers into Lich? oslontus, a genus that
probably only Mathews has used seriously in the pasl
I00 years, does not clari fy the posit ion one iota. In
fuct by causing a generic change for 17 species i t  m€rely
mocks nomenclatural slabi l i ty, which should be a para-
mount objective of any Clrckl isl .  Why did Ernst Mayr
prefer to retain Pachyccphala caltdonica as r species
when i ts dist inct ive dif ierences are clearly debatable, and
not cause a forced n:rme change in the 70 or more
races of P- pccrcralis ir\ Pelers Cftrcllirl, vol. 12? And
why was the genlrs.tcirr.r ,? suppressed by the Inter"
national Commission when i t  was metged wilh MJiaqru?
Surely this was for nomenclalural stabi l i ty.

I  can foresee some overseas cri t icism through the
lhrnshes becoming ir subfamily of the f iycatchers. They
are a large group poorly represented in Austral ia which
in this /rrerir, aisr holds a systematic rank equal to
g.oups I ike Pomatostominae and Dasyornithinae, whilst
lr t  the same l ime Sylvi idae, Mnluridae, Acanthizidae
xnd Ephthianuridae are Siven the status of famil ies. I t
is even hi lrder to understand why the whist lers do not
even receive subfamily ranking-

Some vernacular changes are soLlnd, l ike Yellow_
\potted Honeyeater and Melal l ic Starl ing, but others
rure weak, such as Zit l ing Cist icola and Grey'fronted
Honeyeater. There is 1oo nruch relention of disused
nirn)cs. such as New Holland Honeyealer, Southern
StIub-robin, Bower's Shrike-lhrush, white-eye and chow-
chi l la. Western wrrbler is retained despite the facl
rhlt  i t  is just as much erslern as weslern, whilst White-
tr i led is far morc descripl iv€ and has long been in
ure. Surely Yel low-hooded wagtai l  is unwarranted, for
i l  lhe commonly-used Yellow-headed necds to be re-
placed then Cilr ine WaStai l  is sound. I t  is annoying to
f ind l i t l le effort hrs be€n made to el iminale those un-
wurranted petsonal names in vernacular t i l les such as
Hall  s Babbler, Richard's Pipit  and Macleay's Honey-
elter. However, White's Thru\h is supplanled by Scaly
Thrush, and even though I ctn for€see much criticism
I rejoice that at least an at lempl was made in the
right direct ion.

Although a careful checking of the text was not an
intention in this review, some errors are eye-catching,
rnrong which are "thoat" for throat (p. l9), "Di l imi-

tat ion" for del imitat ion (p. l9), 'The sequence of
genera and species of is rather dif ferent" (p. 20).
''(Refresq e)" for (Rafinesque\ p. 29, "Cuckoo-strike"

for Cuckoo-shrike (p. 35). "Dapho(nostta" 
lot

Daphoen<rsitta @. a0), "ftlididrcstris" lor validirostris
(p. 41) and "quddrigintus" for qwvlrugintus (p. 43\.
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New Members
AYLIFFE, D. C..85 Bingley Crescent, Fraser, A.C.T.
BOWER, Dr C. C., Agriculrrrrr l  Reserrch Slat ion.

ttathurst, N.S.W-
BROWNE,  M iss  F .  M . .  303 /109  Da r t i ng  po in t  Road ,

Edgecl i f l .  N.S.W.
CARTER.  M .  J . .  115  CoL r l d  S l ree l .  F ranks ron ,  V i c .
COPE, E. J.,  c,/-  Hosrel,  Menral Hospital,  Sunbury, Vic.
FEt-LOWES. Dr 8.. Ki luufi  Hospital.  Auki.  Malaira.

Solon1on Islands
FRITH,  C .8 . .  Phuke r  Mar i ne  B io l og i ca l  Cen r re ,  p .C ) .

Box 200. Phuket, Phuket province, Thailand.
.IAHNKE. B. J.,  p.O. Box 27. Crows Nest, eld.
KELLFIR. Mrs D- W., p.O. Box 123, Ivanhoe, Vic.
l-OYN. R. H., Forests Comnrission of Victoria, p.O.

Box  427 . ' f r a ra lgon ,  V i c .
MCKAY.  I .  D . , 70  A lbe r l  D r i ve ,  W€s t  K i l l r r a ,  N .S .W.
l\{cKlNLEY, C., C, A. R. Sel lree, Fietd Streel,  Hus,

kisson, N.S.W.
\ ' lAHONEY, M., Vaughan College, Marsneld, N.S.W.
OZOLS, J.,43 Wooclvi l le Street, North t lalwyn, Vic.
PFIIJI-ER. L. P.. P.O. Box 58, Koolunga, S.A.
POR'fER. c. I- . .3 Kendale Srreet, Slafford Heights,

Qld.
PYMBLE,  M iss  C . .77  Ya r ra ra  Road .  Wes t  pymb le .

N.S.W.
ROWEN. P. F.. l9 Cardo Crescent, Ludmil la, Dxrwin,

N.T.
ROIIERTSON, B. I . ,  30 Naples Road, Mentone, Vic.
SMII 'H, J. P. Mc., P.O. Box 179. Mait land, N.S.W.
SETON, D. H. C., C,/- National Parks & Wildl i fe

Service. Hermilage Research St:r l ion, via Warwick,
Qid.

THOM, Mrs M. J..  8 Ocean View Road. Redhil l  South.
Vic.

WEIR WILSON, Mrs K. M.. Myslery Bay. P.O. Box
| 16. Narooma, N.S.W.

^ \ . h i l . t . t ) r .  t i  e i ! e f l \  . r u r l t e L l  r h e  a r r i r ; l  o f  t h e  f i r s r
' ' r l r . r . r t  t r . l  , , t  l . r \ \ c r r n e \  i n  A l t r t r . r l i r  . i n c e  1 9 2 6 ,  I
. rherrr l l .  kr to l  f rom convcrsal ion,  correspondence and( ' rnr lh:r lo i : rc i i t  n icel ings thar lhcre is  a t remendous
irrn() l r .nt ,_ i ) f  inLl isnanl  opp()s i l ion to i t .  Many avcr that
r l rc  . (  SIRO I tk lct -  . ,  Au\ t rut ie Bt .d N.rr r . ;  (  l96t)  is
rr rcfe[rb lc.  Whclher the edi1of \  o l  our var iorrs parocir ia l
nulr l icrr t i { )ns \ i l l  fu l lv  accepl  the Intcr i , , t  1_,Jr  remains

A R. Mcc . l_.  Moorebank.  N.S.W.

I i rer l  r \ustra l ian Bird l  xrstrated.  Rigby Lld.  Adelakle
l g f J .  P p  . | 9 .  c o l .  p  . 6 9 2 .  b .  &  w .  p t a  2 t , 3 r O ; ;  x
1.10 nrnr .  Pr ice SArrs l .24.95

I_. \ 'cry Austra l i ln  b i rd i \  no donbl  i l lustrated here;
nrany In photogr lphs,  ntany in washed_out reproduc-
l r i )ns.  \ub\ t ln l iu l ly  reclLrceci  in s ize f rom Gould.  t lay ley,
i ' : . ' i r r  , r . l i  & . . M i , l h c \ \ . .  r r n J  l  f c u .  i n  m , , d e r n  p r i n i i n g "
I  \ 1 . , r t : ,  J  K r i n ( r  p c . i c r , e n  : , l J  p e t e r  T r u . l ; r .  l h l .
1 . , , ' l  s i l l  l - r  \ r l U i , l  t , , r  t h e  t h i , t , , S r . r l h .  i ] n d  n r o d e r n
f , r r l r n c . :  t h r  , ' l ( l e r  r ( n r , r J L r c t i , r n .  . e r v e  r , r  . u e l l  t h e
I  r r n r l \ ( r  , \ l  . f . . r ( \  i l l l r . r r : , t ( \ 1 .  b r  ( l e l r i c r  f r , r m  l h e
r  o i r r n t e  a s  l  r v h o l c .

fhe lcxr  i \  d iscurs ive.  and of  t i t t le  vatue for  the\ c t . ' . i l r \  \ r r . l c n l  , ' f  b i t J \ :  r n J  t h i .  n o r  n r r l l  h e c : r u s e  I h e
I  l r F l r \ l l e r . ,  h . r \ e  n , r l  \ c e n  f i l  1 n  , s r p p l l  t h e  n r m e  o f  a n y
1 u r r , ' r .  

. t  n e  h t ( n t r n c . , t r o t )  o l  r h c  , n e c i e .  f h o t o g r i r p h e d
l .  . \ l . r l c , l  I u  h i , \ e  h e e n  c h e e l , e J  b 1  n r e m h e r .  o l  I h e
, A , r c t : , r , t (  O f l  t l r o l n e i - t .  (  ' r r h :  h  t  n 6  i L  h , , r i t y  i r t  i r l l  i \
g r \  e n  r ( J r  I h c  I e \ t .

M;rny of  the photogr i rphs are speclacul : r r .  and a sur-
DIr  rg fu lnbef  havc becn taken a$,ay f rom the nest .
S,)) rc rppei l r  to ha! ,e bcen taken outs ide Austra l ia.
( lndcrsrandably l  numtrer  are of  aviary,  hand_he1d. or
olherwise,c i lp l ive bi rds,  ancl  unfor tunaiely some show
chl ioLrs e l lectr  of  hanr l l ing.

' I  
hc pr ice js  grossl ! ,  excessive for  whar must be

rcgir fded purely as a picture book.

R. A.  BAI.MFORD. Easl  lvanhoe. Vic.

Recovery
l tcnrs for Rccovcrv Round-up are obtained

l ro rn  :

l. 
- l-hc 

Sccrctary. Aust. Bird-banding Scheme

l .  lnc l i v idua l  bandcrs

l  M isce l lancous  sourccs .

Ilrr. S'icrctary of thc ABBS kindly provides
nrost of thc clltta involving recoverics away fronl
thc brnding placc ancl thcsc constitute the largcst
part ol l lccovctv Round-up- Howcver, for a
nunrbcr of rcasons. longcvity inforrtation is not
reldilv available fronr this source. Most longevity

Data
i tems includcd in Rccovcry Round-up are for-
warded by I few bandcrs in rcsponse to prcvious
rcquesls.

Banders are askcd to forward to me details of
longcvity items which they consider may be suit-
ablc for inclusion in this section. As a guide
in dcciding suitabil ity, itcms for thc particular
species sheuld bc checked in reccnt issues. [f
in doubt send the dtails anyway.

8?

Hon. Editor


