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Gofden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis

Sexing and Ageing

No clcar charactcrs have so far been found
ior scparalinq thc malc antl fcnrale .juvenilcs in
all raccs. or sccond-ycar nralcs frclm sccond-year
or  a ( lu l t  f cnra lcs .  Ma_vr  (1954)  descr ibed thc
.\ustrNlian races in which he diflcrentiated the
varioLrs nralcs lncl fcnrales. Tlte lattcr are not
rcacli lv scparalcci from seconcl-year malcs, par-
ticularlr in Ncrv South Wales. To date, insum-
c icn t  sanro lcs  a rc  ava i lab lc  to  dc terminc  th is .

Ga lbr : r i th  (1967)  gave a  br ie f  c lcscr ip t ion  o f
thc plunrr-qcs of clif lcrcnt age classes. Further
ilctails ancl sonr!' notcs on the Australian races
fo l low.

J  UVEN ILE

/lorA. Dccp rufous, including heaci.

I ' f i l l{,: B rown cdgcrl rufous.

? rri l : Inciividual fclthcrs pointed.
'I 

tt.stttuni.rn racr,: Dark brownish-grey.

[:ustern Au.ytrqliun racr,: Edgcs olive, becoining

grecner northward, at lcast from about Grafton,
N.S.W., through Queensland.

1?rizp.'Rufous.

Bil lr Pale brown.

/rt.r. Dark brown.

IT IRST YEAR
'I'his 

plumage is achievecl by a rapid moult of
thc juvenile body fcathcrs and secondary coverts,
l lut not of the rcmainder of thc wing or tail
lcathers.

I]odr': SiDrilar ro that of the adult female.

II/ ing

Print.lr ic.t: Sti l l  unnroultccl juvenile feathcrs but
rufous eclges becoming whitish with wcar.

Prit att ( '(,vctts: Sti l l  juvcnilc, usually with
slirht rulous cdgcs.

Secrndarie.y: Unntoulted juvcnile Icathcrs which
stand out as u distinct rufous patch on thc wings.
ln sone Tasmanian birds, thc rufous nay bc

TAIL  FEATHERS

F i r s t  Yea r  B i rd  show ing
ru fous  w ing  pa t ch .

J U V E N I L E A D U L T



Tlt,  .4 tL\t Ial ian Rird Bander September, 1976

siight, and with wear lcavcs olive edges similar
to second-year birds.

Sccorulory corrdrts. Moulted and replaced by
fcathcrs sinri lar to those of the adult lemale.

7drlr Sti l l  juvcnile with pointcd ends to thc
fcathers.

/lrorrp. Grcy in the Tasrnanian race. bccoming
olivc and -qree ner northwards.
Brli i  Brown.

1rr',r. Dark brown,

NOTE: Ilrc ,tal. ir eNble ol breeding i this plumage.

SFCOND YEAR

Male ancl fcntalc moult into plumage similar
to that of the adult fcnrale.
Barlr '. Sinri lar to rhat of thc adult female.
Wing

Printaries: New fcathers blackish-grey with
pale to olive cdges.

Primary coverts: Similar to primaries and with-
out rufous edges.

Secorularies; Ncw feathers with greenish-olive
cdges.

.\cconclart, cor.//.r..Similar to those of the adult
fr-ntalc.

fnil. Ends of the feathers rounded or squarish
(no t  po in ted  ) .
Bll i:,Dark brown bccoming black by the next
Drccolng season.

//i.r. Red-brown.

NOI'F-: 8(,/, .t.f.J nltty brced in this plumage.

' I 'H IRD 
YEAR

Fenale

Body, v'ing qn.l tail: As for the adult female.
Bil l. Brown or black.
,lrls: Rcd-brown.

Male

lt is not known when the males attain full
plunragc. However, there is no evidence to show
that thcy moult dircctly from first-year plumage
into thlt of the adult (see also Galbraith 1967).

BI RDS

Galbraith (p.293) quoted S. J. Wilson who,
from banding data, suggested that the male third-
l,car plumage was similar to that of the second
yearj and the full adult plumage was not attained
until the fourth year.

Rodt'

Crown: Grey-lsrown sometimes with dark
blackish, adult-typc feathers.

Brcarr; Similar to that of the female. Some-
times a few black breast feathers appear, mixed
with buff feathers, sufficient to show a definite
band.

Belly; Buffish-grey. sometimes with some
yellow feathers.

Brck: Similar to that of the female, but may
have sns, two, or nore adult-type greenish-yellow
feathers.

lluing: Similar to those of second-year birds.

Tnil: Similar to that of second-year birds. How-
cver, with sumcient breeding stimulus some
fcathers may be partly black as in the adult.

Bil/; Black,

/ru's: Red-brown.

FOURTH YEAR

Adult Femal€

Botly

Crownr Olive-brown ro olive-grey, becoming
greyer northwards.

TAS.
B I R D S

TAIL  PA

v  t c .
B I R D S

TTERNS

I
O L D -

B I R D S
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TAS.
B I R D S

Back; Olive-brown to
greeoer northwards.

7-rroar. Mottled grey.

OLD,
B I R D S

olive-grey, becoming

Brea.\I: Grey to bufiy-grey.

Bell.v: Greyish to light cinnamon, becoming
whiter with wear.

Urulertqil coverts: White in the Tasmanian race
becorning pale yellow to yellow northwards.

Wing

Prinarit's: Blackish-grey to brown, becoming
grey northwards. Olive edges to feathers become
whitish with wear.

Prirnary cot'erts; Blackish-grey to brown, with
paler edges.

Stettttlqries: Blackish-grey to brown with
ctlgcs olivc to olive-green, becoming greener
northw.lrds.

Secondary coverts: lnrLer webs dark blackish.
Outer webs olive to green with bufi tips, becom-
ing whitish with wear.

leil: ()rcy in thc Tasmanian race, becoming
grecncr nolthwards.

Rllrp. Olivc-brown, becorning greerler north-
wards.

8111. Black.

//irr Red-browIr.

NOTE: Ile prese ce of some yellow leathers on the
lower breast atd bell, is not a a .Iefnile indicatio that
rht binl is a ttnle as lerrnles occasionolly have some
,-ello*'feuthers in these placet.

Adult Male

Body

He^d.: Black.
'fhroat 

und c/r/l. White.
N ape: Bright golden-olive.

Back: Olive.

Upper breast: Black band.
Lower breast and belll-: Bright yellow.

l'lzrag: Blackish-brown with p{le grcy or olive
cdges to the webs.

Tail
'fasnranian 

race: All grey.

Eqstern races: Basal part grey with greenish-
olive edges to wcbs. One-half to two-thirds black
in the south, becoming almost entirely black in
the north.

South-western race. Basal lwo-thirds srey,
rcmainder black.

Bll/; Black.
"I 

asm.rnian raczr Short and slubby.
Eastern races: Slightly ionger than Tasmanian

f orm, increasing northwards.

S(ruth-western racc,; Similar to eastern races.

General Note
lt is possiblo tiat the southern forms in Tas-

mania and Victoria may migrate north in the
winter. There is an indication from skins that
Tasmanian birds may winter in N.S.W. Bandcn
are urged to take particular note of tail and
rump colours and to neasure bil l , wingspan and
tail. By recording these data, it may be possible
to determine the degree ol winter movement and
eventually sex dilferences in immature birds,
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