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President's Message
We ure all awarc of l iving at a timc whcn

rccepted attitudes are being cluestioned and
when accustorned circunstances of existence
- sven the value of money - nO l6nos1 1e-
rnain as thcy wcrc. Thc Bird Bandcrs' Associtr-
t ion of Australia is not immune from these
cl' lr l lenges or isolatcd from thcse changes.

'fhe 
formation of the Association in 1962

arosc fronl thc clcsirc 'to stinluli l te the fcllow-
ship of banders as i l group; to gather and distri-
butc as ttruch infon i lt ion as possible on lhe
techniquc, rcsults and literaturc of our common
irtercst and to providc a lnutual servicc which
rv i l l  ass is t  us  a l l ' :  B i ' . /  Bo t t l c r ,  l :3 .  Those a in rs
wcrc at the tirne Lr ne xce ptionilblc: the question
in  1975 is  whcther  a l l  thosc  a ims arc  s t i l l  o f  in -
portancc and whcthcr thc way in which thc r\s-
sociation has bcen scrving thclsc aims is thc bcsl
rvay of doing so.

Doubtless ncrv techniques of trapping and
banding birds wil l bc dcvelopcd, but thc ratc of
dcvclopmcnt secrns to havc slowetl down. Band-
ing is now gcncrally rcgardcd as a means to an
cnd. rathcr thirn as i ln cnd in itself. Few of us
rvould be bandels if i t \!ere no( for t lrc pleasurc
wc dcrivc fronr working on wild birds; but thc
ultinratc purpose oi working on birds nlust bc
thc advancemcnl of orrrithokrgicll knowledgc rnd
that ciln only bc :rchievcd if wc publish our re-
su l ts .

Docs  l l l  th is  n rcan tha t  thc  nccd fo r  rn  as-
sociation of bandcrs as such is passing and that
the Associirt ion. by lppropriatc clrarrg.cs in thc
nrme. fornrat ancl scopc of its joLrrn l, ! lrould
becorre a vchiclc for the publication of thc re-
sults of ncld work in ornittrologv, whcther based
on banding or not' l

- fh is  
ques t ion  has  bccn cxcrc is ing  thc  n t inds

ol your Comnlittce ancl somc broadcning of the
scope of the jourrral has alrcadv taken placc. The
Committce would wclconre your vrcws ts to what
thc  fu tu rc  o f  the  Assoc ia t ion  and i t s  iourna l
shou lc l  be .

Thc Association rcccivcs subsli[tt ial support
Irom a significant nunbcr of Deoplc who are not
thcnrsclvcs bandcrs but rvho are ruenrbcrs of the
Assoc ia t ion  or  subscr ibc  to  i t s  journa l .  I t  i s  very
gra t i f y ing  tha t  thc  Assoc i rL t ion  rece ives  th is  sup-
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port which we nccLl and lrust wil l continue.
Their views on tl lcsc qLlcstions, rs wcll as thc
v iews o f  bandcrs ,  w i l l  be  wc lcomcd.

ls the banding work bein-u donc in Australia
rt the present t ime producing uscfui rcsults? [
am confidcnt that it is, but I bclieve that careful
analysis of data, at any ratc in wcll-chosen pro-
jects, would produce nlorc nratcrial worthy of
publication. Do not allow infornration to languish
in  your  no tebooks :  the  Ed i to r  o f  our  journa l  i s
iLnxioLls to reccive rnatcri iLl and publish it. ln
thc past, much hclp has been given to authors
in preparing thcir nratcriai for publication. This
help is sti l l  avri lablc and u,e rcgard this as rn
iDlportant function of thc Association.

The costs ol ;rroducing Ind distributing thc
journal continuc to incrcasc and thc subscription
had to be raisecl again at our last Annual Gencrarl
Mecting. lf the Association anil i ts journal are
worthwhile, as I believc they are, do not rcgilrd
thcse increlscs as I reason to disconlinue vour
mernbcr ih ip .  Scck  to  ioc r r ' r l c  rhc  n rc r t rb , : i sh ip
whcncvcr opportunity offcrs und make oppor-
tun i t ies  whenever  you can.

Last year, the Association published "Bird in
the Hand", a book which gathered and reviscd
i tenrs  wh ich  had appcr rec i  in  thc  journa l  a t
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various timcs ancl which wcre clcsigned to facil i_
l ; r le  lhc  i Jcn l i f i c i r l ion  o f  spcc ies .  sex  and rgc .
Mukt .  usc  o i  th i .  book  rn i l  rccomnrend i t s  L i rc
to others.

. Begirrning in March 1973, wc have publishcil
in  lhe  jo r r rn r r l  i r  n rn )b ! r  o l  repor ts  o r i  Se l l r i rc l
I . l rnJs .  lhcsc  r . .por rs  e rc  r l r i r , . l y  p ror ine  o f
prrctical use and hlve been co|lrntcntlcd in
various quartcrs. For instance, Dr W. Il. p.
Bourne wr i tcs .  in  rhc  N in t l r  Rc l '911  61  lhc  I  U .K.  t
Scrb i rd  Group:  I  hc  Ausr r r l ians  hrvc
startcd to publish a series of systcmilt ic accounts
of thcir scabird colonics in Tlp Atrstreliuu Bird

Btutcler which tniglrt scrvc as a nlodel for us ls
well".

Most of thc rcports so far published have dealt
with islands off the co.rst of New South Walcs,
but reports on islancls in othcr parts of Australia
arc bcing preparcd. Your Cotnmittce plans to ac-
cclcratc the publication of this scrics by a spccial
issue of the journal, as part of the 1975 vohrmc.

A rc-definit ion of our priorit ics wil l be needed
in the coming year and a prcparcdncss to work
for thcnl. Your Committcc's task wil l not be
easy. Evidence of .vour support wil l not only ease
thc lask but wil l makc thcir ellorts rvorthrvhilc.

The White-winsed V'idowbird near Windsor. N.S.W.

DLrr ins  thc  1930s a  number  o [  obscrva t ions
rvere rccorded of the Whitc-wingcd Widowbird
laupIecte\ qblcnotcttus in the Hawkcsbury urca
ncrr Winclsor, New South Wales. On onc occa-
s ion  in  1937,  K .  A .  H indwood recorded " .

somc 80 in an opcn licld at Cattai" and furthcr
spasmodic observations of smali numbers wcrc
mudc up  to  1953.

ln,1 l land List of Bird.y ol New Soutlt lVuk:s
(  I  960 )  .  A .  R.  McGi l l  s ta ted  "Very  ra re .  Nat ive
to  A f r i ca .  L ibcra tcd  in  N.S.W.  about  I  931 ar rd
for a fcrv )cars was observed brceding in rnnk
vcgctlt ion ncar thc Hitwkcsburv River. but rnav
havc  s ince  d ied  ou t . "

Howevcr. in March 1967. a fcw malcs and
somc 50 birds in brorvn plumagc wt:re reported
l ferv kilometres fron their former haunts. On 1
April 1967. two adult malcs in full plunragc werc
caught and buclcd. Two months later K. A.
Hindwood obscrved thrcc males in partial cclipsc
plumage in the samc area; one of them wits wcar-
inc a bancl lnd apparently rvas one of thc two
bandcd rvhcn in full plurnagc on I April. In lhc
samc location on 20 January I968, Mccil l cl .I1.
srw a malc in full plumagc 'courting it femalc'.

As an adcquatc description hirs not been pub-
lished ancl as no specimcn has bccn collectccl, it
sccmcd dcsirable that some check o[ the specics
idcntif icirt ion should bc nrade as therc al:c a
nlrnrbcr of I ' .kl lectc.t specics with ycllow rving
patchcs. Accorclingly. a colour transparency ef
one of the birds bandecl was forwarded to Mr J.
L. McKean who has hacl somc experience rvith
th is  g roup.  Hc  s ta tcd  ( in  l i t t . )  tha t  the  b i rd  de-
pictccl coulcl only bc E. albonotatu.v becausc of
thc distriblrt ion of the ycllou' and whitc wing

. l lhitc-winged ll idottbirt l (ttrulc itt l tecrl ing
pluntagc) pluttograplrd near Wintlttt, N.S.W.
on I  A  pr i l  1967.

I'holo: S. G. Linc

lnarkings. and suggcstcd that the l)hotogrllph
shoulcl bc publishcd. A copY of thc slidc ha5 bccrl
loclgcd in thc collections of thc Division of Wild-
l ife Rcscarch. CSIRO.

No furthcr observrtions ol the species have
been reported from thc area to date (.luly 1975).

I arr grateful to Mr E. S. Hoskin for dctails
of thc obrcrvalions from K. A. Flindv"trocj's
rccords.

S. (;. Latrc,
65 Wood Slrcet,

Lanc t-ore. N.S.W.
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