
I  l tL , l  r tstrul iun Binl l lontler Septetnber, 1975

Frrrther Notes on the Seabirds of the

Solitarl' Islands, Nerv South Wales
S. C; .  LANE

In an car l ier  repor t  (Lane 1972) ,  the prev iously  recorded but  scanty
onl i t l to log ica l  data on thc Sol i tary  Is lands Group (see map,  p.59)  was
sunrnrr r izcd nd deta i ls  were g ivcn of  v is i ts  in  1969 and 197l .

Ar  i l ccount  o i  subscqucnt  v is i t s  to  s ix  o f  thesc
is lands  s ' i th  Mcssrs  A .  K .  Mor r is .  J .  Win tc r  and
G. Saals, \\ ' i1h particulur enrphasis on the pre-
v ious lv  unrcpor tcd  is lunds  in  thc  g roup,  fo l lows.
Mr /\. Floy(l accompanicd us on thc first day.' l  

hc  i s lanc ls  wcrc  v is i t cd  as  fo l lows:
on  27  Apr i l  1974

Nor th  So l i t i r r l  I s lanr l  (nor thern  par t  on ly )
Nor th  Rock
Nor th -wcs t  So l i t l r v  Is lan t l

o r r  2 l l  Apr i l  1974

South-wcs t  So l i ta rv  Is lund
Sp l i t  So l i ta ry  l s land
South  So l i ta rv  Is land (nor thern  par t  on ly )

I  hc  t imc spent  on  thc  i s lands  was br ic f  due
lo thc sca ciistances tvhich hild to bc traversed-
i tbout  l (X)  knr  in  a l l  anc l  thc  weat l rc r  cond i t ions
il l l lrc t inrc. On thc l irst clay rain sc;ualls frc-
cluentll rcduc-"rcl visibil i ty to a fcw hunclred
rDctrcs. ( '()ntpllss (l irection was nccessary at
t i r r rcs  rvhcn a l l  lanc ln rarks  wcre  obscurcd  by  ra in .

- l -hc  
l ( )ngcs t  r ' i s i l  $as  1 .5  hours  on  Nor th

Solit irr_"_ to cnablc l l th()roLlgh chcck of burrows
in nrarkcrl arcirs. This informilt ion was nceded
lor  a  s luch 'hc ing  conc iuc ted  by  Mor r is  and wus
onc o f  thc  n ] l l i n  rcasons  Io r  thc  opcr iL t jon .  Twenty
ncs t  l l t rgs  wcre  b i tn ( lcd .

I r t  n r_v-  o rcv ious  rcpor t  ( l t .  l t i 2 ) .  f ron t  in fo rma-
t ion  g ivcn  1o  n tc .  I  ind ica lcd  tha t  Nor th -west
Rock. North Rock. Stirck Rock ancl BIack Rock
\\ 'crc \,cry btrrcn and clevoicl of. or ulntost devoid
r ;1  so i l  o r  vcget r t ion ' .  Th is  cc r ta in ly  app l i cs  to
Nor th - \ \ ' cs l  Rock  $h ich  l i cs  i lbou t  1 .5  k r r  nor th
nor (h- \ \ ' c ( t  o i  Nor th  SOl i ta ry  Is land,  and to  B lack
I lock  rvh ich  is  abou l  I  kn t  nor th -west  o f  South

So l i ta ry  Is lanc l .  Bo th : r rc  sn ta l l .  lack  any  vege-
tirt ion. i lnd lre very cxposccl to rough weathcr
cluring which l irrgc wavcs would undoubtedly
cr r \c r  lh in l .  A l t l t ( lL r - r :h  user l  i l l  l i tnc \  15  r ( ) r r r l ing
placcs, it is nx)st unlikely that any nesting would
c \c r  hc  i r l t (n rp lcd  on  them.  As  wc c i rcumnav i -
gated North-west Rock a tattler, almost ccrtainly
a Wandering 1-attlcr 7) i irga irrccra, was sccn
fceding around the cdgc.

However, North Rock, about 3 kn1 north-east
ot thc vil lagc of Recl Rock, is well covered with
low vegetation and has enough depth of soil for
shcarwatcr brecdin_q. Recl Rock is a local geo-
graphic fcaturc on thc mainlrnd aftcr rvhich the
v i l lapc  and the  Naturc  Reserve  sur round ing  i t
l ras  been n i tn rcd .  From I2 :20  to  12 : -50 ,  2 -5  nes t -
l ing Wedge-tailed Shcarwatcrs rverc bandcd on
North Rock and somc 70 cmpty burrows exan-
tned. An adjaccnt sntall. rocky 'satcll i tc' isl.tnd
had I i t t l c  so i l  and  sonre  grass .  On ly  two shr l low
bllrrows werc located. onc of which containcd ir
ncstl ing; a sccond ncstl ing was found undcr I
rock shclf; both nestl ings wcrc bandcti. A White-
faccd Hcron Ard<'a not,aelrtllar.li.rr,, two Sooty
Oystercatchcrs Hq? tqt()ptr.\ luligirutsu.s, thrcc
l'urnstones Ar(neriq interpr(\ tnd sonte Crested
Terns .S/ernc ltargii wctc recordcd.

Stack Rock, bout 3 krr south of Woolgoolga.
rlso has vegetation cover. It was not visiicd by
us but Mr P. E. Robcrts (pcrs. corrm.) informed
nrc thal it is rccessiblc lt low tidc by wacling. Hc
has been on it twicc but founcl no sign of buirows
or other seabird breedinc.

North-wcst Solitary Island consists of a narrow
ridge about 20 m high, with grasscs and other
low veget|t ion covering vcry shallow. rocky soil.
Gcnerallv it is unsuitablc tbr burrou,ing zincl in
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sonre  r l5  rn inu tcs  i ronr  about  l3 :30  to  l4 :15 .
only l6 ncstl irrg Wcdge-tailcd Shcarwaters wcrc
banclccl. nrostly on thc rlcstcrn sidc. Othcr birds
sccn wcrc a Rccf Hcron Egrettu vtcra, two Sooty
Oystcrcutchcrs. i ivc Turnstoncs. Crcstcd Terns
ancl a Circl' F iutr.nil Illtipitluru lttIiginrtsa.

South  So l i ta r l  l s land cons is ts  o f  th rcc  scpa-
f l t cd  p i l r t s .  A  l i ch thousc  and dwel l in - {s  a rc  s i tua-
tcd on tlrc largcst southcrn portion. A small.
rather rock! islct on thc castcrn sidc is known as
'Arch ic ' .  lnc l  thc  th i r (1 .  the  r ro r thcrn  is lc t .  i s
knowl ]  as 'B i rc l i c ' .  no  doubt  bec  usc  qu l l s  and
tL-rns regularlv breccl thcrc. A lancling was madc
onto this islct rvhich is separatecl from the ntain
islrrntl bv r t lccp gulch somc l5-20 nr wide.
'B i rc l i c  i s  s tccp lv  s lop in {  cxccpt  fo r  thc  p rec ip i -
tous  droD in to  th .  gu lch .  Sha l low.  r 'ocky  so i l  sup-
perts ir thick. lo\\ '  \ 'c!:ctatiotl covcr of hcrbaceous
p lar ) ts  and v incs .  Thcrc  i s  l i t t l c  g rass  and nros t ly
thc  so i l  i \  loo  sh i r l low ant l  rocky  fo r  bur rows
and dcspitc considcrable scarching, nonc wils
l-ouncl. Trvo rcccntl\,-Lrscd ncsti l lg sitcs of Wcdgc-
tailccl Shcanvatcr-s rvcrc situntccl undcr rock
Icd-llcs nc:rr thc toD of thc islct; a weck prior to
our visit. Wintcr haci founcl trvo wcll-fcathcrcd
ncs t l in .g  shcarwatc rs  in  occupat ion .  Thc  rcmains
of a Wcdgc-tailcd Shctrwltcr's cgg was found
on thc surfacc ncilr thc rop of thc islct. On thc
rvcstcrn side bclow thc vegctation lcvel. a Litt le
Pcnguin Errrlrptl la ariaol was found in a narrow.
clccp cavity irr thc rock. Thc sitc appearcd wcll
usccl. probablv for brccdin-q l lurposcs. A Whitc-
facccl Hcron. a Goldcn-hcadecl Fantail-Walblcr
Cistietlq e.xil is antl a Pipit A ntl lrL\ el.\trqli.\ 'Nerc
:rlso recordcd.

No cvidcncc of brcccling bv Silvcr Gulls Lani,l
ttoraclrtLlut iuc or Crestcd Tcrns Stcrna bcrgii
qas founcl cluring our visit although both spccics
arc known to hnve' brctl on thc islancl. Thev werc
rqp , ' r te r l  h re ,  r . l i  l  (hc rc  i r r  I  q7  I  .  l rn . l  on  l r '
Janua ly  1975 G.  Ho lnrcs  and P.  E .  Robcr ts
(pcrs. conrnt.) rccordcci 'a fcw hunclrcd pair.s' of
cach spcc ies  rDost l \  w i th  la rge  ch icks .

Dctd ncstl ing sh!'arwirtcrs u,crc lound on thc
sur facc  o f  nos t  o f  the  is lands  v is i t cc l .  Cons is tcn l
l r c : r r r  r ; r i n .  d r r r i n r :  I l t c  ( \ l i n !  s c i l s , r n  i i f r p i t r c n t l r
l r i | | l  \ ' i l u \ c d  n l i l  J  h u r r , ) w r  l o  h c a o m c  \ i i l U r i t t c L l
rnd ti l lcd or partly f i l lcd with watcr, forcing ncsl-
l rnss  rn to  cxposcd pos i t ions  t t  thc  bur ro ;  cn_
lr ncc ot on to thc surfltcc. In it lnrost cvcry casc,
those found tlcacl tvcrc down-covcred or harl
w ing  fca t l t c fs  jus t . 'n rc rg ing ;  thev  hac i  been c lcac i

for somc tinrc. On North Rock and South-west
Solitary most burrows were in sandy soil. werc
dccper rnd, although wct, containcd a highel
ratio of l ive ncstl in.qs, onc in four ancl one in
thrcc rcspcctivcly. whilc the ratio was nbout onc
in  tcn  on  Sp l i t  So l i ta ry  anc l  thc  samc (onc  in  tcn)
on North Solitary. Enlpty burrorvs did not ncces-
sar i l y  ind ica te  b rccd ing  fa i lu rc .  Thcrc  was ample
cviciencc to sho$ that young had rcccntl) ' dc-
Partcd fronr somc burrows.

Exccpt at North Solitar),, thc larrdings rvere
(li l l icult and in one instrncc nccessitated swim-
rning onto tlrc rocks in vcry turbulent watcr and
the rcvcrse when leaving. In fact. cxcept for John
Win ter ' s  sk i l l  i n  hand l ing  thc  Iaunch in  such con-
ditions, thc lanclings on all but North Solitar.v
rvoultl havc ncccssitatccl swinrming.

Sooty Shearwaters P. gri.rcrr.r rvcre found in
burrows on South Solitary Island by I. Wilson in
Novenrbcr 1974 but no e-qgs werc locatcd that
season.  In  December  1969.  th is  spcc ics  was a ls<r
founcl 'on the surfacc at night'on ncarby Mutton
Bi rd  Is land a t  Cof fs  Harbour  (Lane 1970) ;  a t
the sanrc l ime Short-tailed Shcarwaters P. lenal-
ro.tfriJ werc hcard call ing from burrows but were
not locatcd. Horvevcr. althoush neither of thcsc
two species has been found breccling on thc Soii-
lary Islands. it is possiblc that thcy rray do so in
thc future.
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