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REVIEWS

A I . ie ld Guide to A[s l ra l ian Birds:  Passer ines.  by
I ' c r e f  S l a L c r .  R i g b y .  A d e l a i d e .  l 9 ? 4 .  x v  +  3 0 9  p p .
I ' f i .e S7.9- i .

Ih is is  thc sccond i |nd f inal  par l  of  Slater 's  t ie ld
gui ! le.  enger ly . r* , r i led s incc lhe non-passer ine secl i ( )n
!v:rs publ ished Nboul  f ive yenrs ago { .eviewed in,1r .sr .
B i t . l  B ( n d r r ,  v o l . 9 ,  n o .  I ,  l 9 7 l ) .  C o m p a r e d  w i t h  4 2 8
pp. for  lhe f i rs !  par l ,  ihe 309 pp.  s ize for  the passer in€s
i \  somewhrt  srrr -pr is ing.  as general ly  the two main div is-
ions in Austra l ian bi rds are considered about equal .
H()u 'ever.  lhe aLrthor h lLs lunrped'  more not iccably in
rhi \  second bookl  22 spccies of  lhe 1926 C/rccl l lsr  being
fed| lced in the non-prsser ines againsl  46 dlopping to
sLrb-speci f ic  rank in lhe passer ine volume.

Ir  is  ovcf  ,10 years s incc Nevi l le Cryleys What Bi ,d
;r  ?/ , / t . '  $rs f i rs l  publ ished.  marking an importanl
event  in Auslra l ian orn; thoiogy.  I t  was the l i rs t  t ime
ir  popukrr  book appear-cd in which ul l  Austra l ian bi rds
$'efc i l lustr r lcd in colo r .  Now wi lh the second par l

of  Sla ler 's  Fld l  ( ;a i . / .  i rnother pubt icnt ion.  wi th colouf-
e( l  i l lus l f r l ions of  a l l  our b i rds and wi th in the mone-
l r r -y re i rch of  mosl  l le ld-worker-s,  beconles avai lable.
One nol iccable di fTercnce needs enlph.rs is Cayley had
ir  ne$ly-compi led Clrc(k l i t t  11926\ for  r  guide,  lvhich
he fot lon 'ed nrel iculously ( thcre rvere few . lddi t ions.  e.g.
( iascoyne Cuckoo Shr ike ancl  Cave O\\ ' l ) .  whi lc  Sl : r ter
hr \  becn l i r 'ced lo use his own personal  v iews. based
no r l rubt  on conlnr()n usuge. publ ished mi lcr i r l  l lnd
suggest ions by oihers.

I t  nr l ty  bc ol  in lerest  lo indicate di f fercnces in speci-
J lc fccogni l i ( )n bctween the two publ icat ions.  t l iv i t led by
r fof ty-yci r r  l ime gap. In thc 1r ' "o volumes of  the recent
I : i .h l  ( ;u i . l< 761 spccies hrve been g;vcn x b inonr i t ' l
n i rnrc lnc l  n seprfr te prragraph in the texl .  Amongst
lhr l  nLrrrbef  are 17.  a l l  non-passer ines.  not  yel  recorded
in Ansl f i t l ia  proper.  r l lhou$r ! r l l  rc i tch c i ther Antrrc-
t icr .  Mi tcquar ie Is lanci .  Lord Hou'e Is l lnd or  ishnds
rdjrccnl  lo lhc nor lh.  fhere sere l9 o lhefs inc luded
jn thc 1926 C/r" .1/ i r /  which.  be;ng recordecl  less lhan
rhree r in les.  were nr)r  nunrbcrcd rnd not  considered by
( ry lcy.  

- Iherc 
e 2.1 int rodocc. l  rncl  esrabl ished bi rc ls

i r r rd 62 thut  h i rve been ei ther r  ecorded in Auslra l i l r
s ince I ' )26.  l |e ne$ sprc ics of  i r rc r - lccs Ia iscd to speci-
l lc  ' r i r tLrs.  As stated ear l ier .  68 of  the l9 l6 C/r"c,{ / iv
s l lcc ics $cfc L l fopped to \ubspeci f ic  rank by Sl l ter .
nrr f ins thc 707 numbered species of  the 1926 Ch(kl is t ,
u h ich wclc i r l l  i l lustra led and l fcated speci f ic l l ly  in
C r v l e y s  I 9 3 l  e d i t i o n .  O f  t h u t  n L r n l b c r  6 3 9  w e f c  r e l l r i n -
e ( l  i r s  ! l i s t i n c l  b y  S h t c r .

A\  wir \  n() l iceablc in th.  f i fs t  voluntc ( ) f  the l f i ry ' r l
( ; , , , , / , .  . 1 , ( r (  . , r r  , , n r .  r . r l h e f  J i \ r , , n ( e f t i n f  i , r r e m p l \  t , '
g i !e b i rds t f inonr ia l  sc ienl i f ic  n nte5.  A f ic ld book is  not
lh.  p l rcc l in  upgr i r ( l ing subspecies-  I f  rhc NUthor be-

l ievcs . r  cer ta in b i rd is  not  sul l ic ienl ly  d is l inct  for  speci
l ic  sta lus.  that  is  h is prelogal ive.  I t  should.  however,
be c i thef  omit ted or  i f  i t  is  i l lus l fated (rs wrs done
nrany t imes by Shler) ,  nol  Siven r  separale paragraph
irnd heading as is  g iven species,  nd c le:r r ly  sta led in
lhc 1ex{ 10 be n geogfrphical  race.  This has been done
correcl ly  by the nuthof  for  the AI l ied 

' l ree 
Crcepcr

Cl i t ,k t . t ( r is  n.r i r i ,  which is  c leaf ly  indicated rs r  face
ol  C.  nte lanuru.  fb is should have been done s inr i lar ly
for  C.  nulantu insterd of  g iv inS i l  a bold heading in
the lext  : rnd a t r inomial  i . \me, Cl i r tac l . r is  pk:untnu!
I t ( l , tuut , t .  l t  crru lJ bc : r IgLret l  th i r r  E/r t , r / , \ '? ,ar  . ) . r / r , r i \
n lh ipuni : t  . \n( l  scores of  s imi lar  exanlples rre r lces jusl
rs d is l inc l .  bul  onl i t ted f ronr any ment i ( )n.

I f  a modern C/r . . l / l r t  had been avai lable.  no doubt
lhe ruthor would have fo l lowed i t  c t fefu l ly  l lnd no(
h:Lve been foaced 1o give a th i rd nanle on 14 occasions.
A typical  instance of  problems thal  can ar ise wi th
plobablc indecis ion on r  species is  exempl i f icd by the
I- i l t le  I fee Creeper.  

_fhe.e 
is  no ment ion of  i t  whatever

in lhe book i lnd no doubl  some people wi l l  be puzzled
ns to i ls  fa le.  Pfesumabiy i t  hus been considered i t
r rce (r f  the White- throaled 

' l l -ee 
Cfeeper,  i ls  has been

suggesled.  bu1 Ihe rrngc of  C.  r r i l r ( r '  is  not  addcd to
thal  of  C.  l t r t tophaur in e i lher texl  or  nrap lnd the
indicr l ions i r fc  th i l l  i l  wi ls  complele ly ovcr looked.

' |  
he f i rsL t t4 pages of  SIater 's  passer ine b(x)k r re a

fc i r l  contr ibul ion to Austrr l ian orni thology.  In gcncral
the plates rre c lear ly reproduced. crrefu l ly  depicted nd
rdmir .b ly soi ted fo|  a l ie ld guidc-  Pla lc 25 shows thc
Nt;s l tetoebird in a r l i l lerent  stance,  indical inS i ts  d is-
t inc l ivencss in the l lou 'crpecker fami ly.  whi le the re
Ir tcd purdaloles arc shown in lypical  pose wi th d iag-
n()st ic  p luDr lge di f ferences ond sexual  chtrxcter is l ics in_
dicaled.  Thc noles oppos; lc  cach f la le s l .ess thc mnin
ident i f icr l ion fc i l lures.  Howcver,  the lat1e.  secl ion of
thc book is  not  so inrptessive.  the dula for  each species,
rpt l f l  f rom nmple nlu r t rc descr ipt i ( )ns nnd notcs on
vo;ce.  being re lat ively uninformi | t ive.  Sonle exl r i t  nren-
t ion on behaviour.  unusual  hrbi ls .  ecologicnl  prefer-
cnces,  l l ighl .  econ(nnic v i l lues.  food,  egg colotr f t r t ion and
nr(r 'c  dct l i lcd nesl ing inf( rnrnl 'on \ !ould hxve been nlost
h e l r f u l

' l_he 
nr i rps : r re not  sut l ic ient ly  : rccut i t te.  Ih is melhod

ol  convcying dis l f ibul ion di r ta is  h ighly conrmendrble
but  ca,-e must be excrc iscd io bc of  fu l l  vr lue.  Oft€n
lhey do nol  agree wi th the dis l f ibul i ( )n notcs.  

_ l  
he

|ange of  the Bar-brersted Honeyei l ter  is  s l l ted as
'Northern Austra i i l  l ronr Derby,  Weslern Aus{rnl ia
lo Mlckry.  Queenshnd' .  but  Ihe nrrp shows i1 comes
ersl  no fur lher than the cenlra l  western part  of  Crpe
York Peninsula i  the RLrfous-banded Honeyeater is  said
l r )  occur in Nor lhern Auslra l i r .  : rs  far  e i rs l  as Towns-
vi l le ' .  yct  the n)ap shows only the far  north-centre of
the Northcrn Telr i torv and thc $,cst  col |s t  of  ( 'ape

/ t . l
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. r ' o r l  I ' } e n i n \ L r l . r  I h c  Y c i l o * - n l u n r e d  H o r e y e r t e r ' \  w r r l -
r ! r r  r r r g c  i \  ' l l L r \ l c f n  A u s l r u l i u .  b L r l  t l l e  n r i r p  s h o ! v s  r l l
\ o u r h  \ r \ r c f n  A L r s t f r l i l  l o  s o t r l h  r e s l c r n  N e w  S o u l h
w i r l c \ :  l o r  t h e  S o L r t h c f n  L l n r u  W I e n .  f a \ n r i t n i r  i \  c ( ) f -
' e c l l v  i n c l L r d e ( l  i | l  l h c  t c \ l  b o l  ( ) n r i l l e d  o n  l h e  n l r p .
I ) is l r  ihul i ( )n in Nc\ \  SoLrth Wrlcs d i l lc fs sonre\ \ 'hal
l r ( ) n r  r h x r  g i \ c n  n , 1  t l a n t l  L i . \ t  t ) l  t h (  I l i r l . s  o l  N t t
. \ . ) | t l t  l v e l r \  ( 1 9 6 0 )  l o r  s o n r c  h i r r l s  s u c h  ! \  l h e  S k y -
l i r k .  ( i f c e n l i n c h .  P l u n r  h e l d c d  l i n c h .  l l l i t c k - l h r ( J l l c r i
l : i 1 r c h .  1 ) i i r n r o r r d  F i r c l r i l  u n d  W h j t c - $ i n g c ( l  a h o u g h .  A n
d l l l c i i r l  o r  L r n o l l i c i i r l  l i \ t  o l  b i r d s  i s  r e . i d i l ! -  1 l v r i l i r h l c  l ( n
c a c h  A L r s t r r r l i l n  \ i i r l c  r n ( 1 .  r l t h ( r u g h  s o n r e  n r i g h l  h c  i n
J r c c ( l  . )  r r \ i \ i o n .  t h c  i n i i ) r n r L r l i o n  g i Y c  i n  c r c h  l n r l e \
c r r n r p i l r r t i o n  o f  r u n g c  n r a p s  c u s i c l  i r n d  n r o r c  r c l i r b l e
r h u n  $ ( ) u l d  h r ! c  h c c r  p o \ s i h l e  l 0 , v e i l f s  r r ! o . ' l h c f c l o f c
i \  i \  f i t l c \ i n s  t o  r e a d  i n  t h c  . A c k n ( ) w l e d g c m c n t s  l h : r l
I  I  ( ) r n i l i r o i ( ' ! r i s l \  ' \ l L r d i c ( l  t h c  r l r p s  l n d  s t r g g e \ l e d
i r n r c n ( i f r c n l s  i n  l l i e  l i s h l  o l  i h c i f  k r o $ l c L l g c .  W i t h
'nrcc rn inrnor l rnr  f - rc l ( ) f  in  a f ic lc l  gui t ic  c, rver ing
r r  n r r r r r r  s p c c i c s  t h c  s r i t t e n  d i s l r i b L r l i o n  c o u l L l  h u v c
b c r n  1 , n ) i l l c ( 1 .  ( ) r  h r L h i l r ' 1  e o n r h i n c ( l  $ i l h  i l  L r n d c f  ( ) n c
:uh h( ' i r ( l i rg

S o n r c  i n n o r a t i o n s  l r c  n o t i c e l r b l e  i n  t h e  h i g h e f  l i r x o
n , ' n r \  " l  .  r r r l r  , l c  i - n : , t i , , n  . r r r ( r  ' \ . 1 < r r r l i c  . c q l r c | | i (

l h e  l \ I r g p i e - l - . t f k  i s  S i v e n  r  : e p a l a t e  f a n r i l y ,  G r a l l i n i
( L r c .  w h i l \ 1  i l \  1 w o  \ u p p o : ; c d  n u d n e s l - b u i l d i n g  r e h t i v c \ .
rhc Aposr lcbirc l  Lrrrd whi lc- \ \ in!e( l  Chou8h. h i IVe been
lransferr 'et l  lo  lhc l ) i rbblcrs.  

_ l_ imlr l i idae.  _ lhc 
war l r lcr  rs

' c n r b l r l r c  i s  b r o ( e n  u p  i n t o  f o u r  f a r r i l i c s - - I i p h t h i a n r r i
d u e  f ( r '  l h c  1 l \ c  c h i r t s  1 $ h i c h  i r f e  p l a c e d  b e l w e e n  t h c
\ h i \ l l c r s .  P l c h y c e p h a l i d a c  a n t l  l h e  s i t l e l l a s .  S i l l k l a e ) r
A L r \ r r i r l i r n  \ f c n s  ( N l a l L r r i d l e .  $ ' h i c h  c o n l i r i n s  l h e
l . r i s r J c b i f ( l s ) i  O l ( l  w o r l d  t ! . r f b l c r s  ( S y l ! i i d r e ) i  A l l s l f a l i r r n
\ ! i l r b l ! ' r s  ( A c L r n l h i T i ( l u c ) .  l h e  h s l  l h r e c  i n  t h i l l  r L r n n i n g
\c. tucncc.  l t  is  (Jdd to f in( l  lhc PlLrnr  herde( l  F inch
\ c p I t f n r i n g  r h .  G ( ) u l d i r n  F i n c h  f r ( n n  i 1 s  n e i l r e s l  r c l x l i ! c \
; t \  I . t \ t l u u t . .  ! \ h i c h  k c c n \  r h c  p l u n r - h e r d  l r ( ) l n  i l s
e l o \ c . r  f c l i r r i \ c s  i t 1  l . t ) t  l u t t u .

l . c . ' f  r h (  n ,  c . . i r t  . . , ' e  i .  r , , L l i  i r r  \ , ' n r c  \ c r r r : ' ( r l
l i l l s .  b u l  l h c r c  i \  ; n c , ' n s i s l c n c y .  T h i s  d i l l e r s  t r o n r  t h a t
i rdoprc( l  hy J.  l ) .  N{: rc( ionr ld in h is Bi ,?/r . l  Aut t tu l l i
( 1 9 7 1 ) .  r s  $ c l l  i r s  t h c  a r r : r n g e ! r r e n l  i n  t h e  1 9 2 6  a l . . l -
/ i \ r .  S h t e r  n i r k e s  u s c  , r f  C i l b e r t s  w h i s t l e r -  M r c l e a y ' s
l l o n c v e r l e f .  H 1 l l l  s  U i l b b l e 1 .  e l c .  b u l  r e l a i n s  A l b e r t  L y f e -
bi f ( i .  Vict ( ) r i : r  l t i l iebi rd rnd Le\ \ in Honeycater .  

- fhosc

wh()  rdvoc:r lc  lh.  possessi !e in Engl ish vernactr l i r rs
*ould Lrse t -esscr Lcu' ins Honeyertcf .  which in p lx in
I- :ngl i \h nrcun\  ' lhe honele:r1ef  belonging 1()  the lesser
\ , r f  Le$in.  Son)e scr io l r \  r t lenlp l  should be mrde lo
cl inr in:r re \uch vernaculars and in so doing avoi t l  the
c{)nr fo!ersy ber$een lhc t$r)  schools of  tho(rght  in th is
nrr l rc f .  Surelv PoDtat . )stot t l t ts  la1l i  sumcienl ly  recog-
nizcs mer i t  r ight ly  besro*ed rnd whi le- throaled or
l l lack-bel l ier i  lhbblef  (both hlve been suggested) be
usc( l  i r . te l r ( i  of  \ impl-v : tngl ic is ing thc scicnl i l ic  nrrme.

f )espi te s()nre l i -qhl  cr i t ic ism herein g iven.  Petcr
S l r t c r ' s  v o l L r n l e s  $ i l l  g r n c e  n l ) ,  l i b f r f y  w i l h  d i g n i t y  l l n d
I  tn()w thev wi l l  be c()nsul lcd nlany t imes.  wi th both
thc Ie\ l  lnd pl r l lcr  g iv ing ple l rsLrre dur ing my q{r ie le l .
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' \us l r { l ian lh 'sh l } i rds in (  o lour,  by I rcnc Ll r r ( l
N { i c h l e l  l \ 4 o r c o n 1 b e .  A .  H  & . { .  w .  l { e e ( i  P t }  I - t ( i .
S l d n e r .  1 0 8  p p .  i r r c l u d i n g  , 1 6  c o k r u r  p l a l e s .  b l u c k  l n d
\ \  h  i t e  i l l u \ r f : i t i o n s .  I ' f i c c  S , 1 . 9 5 .

I h i s  i s  v e l  n n o l h e r  b r r r L  i n  a  ' e r i e s  p u b l i \ h c ( l  b y  A .
H. & A.  w.  l lecd.  covcr in l r  i t \pccl \  o l  .^uslr t t l i r tn rn! i
N c w  l e i r l I n d  n r l u r l l  h i s l o r y  r n ( l  c L r l l u r a l  l i f e  l 1  i \  l
' \ i s l e r ' v ( r l u m e  t o  o n c  o l  t h e  l l r s t  o f  t h e  s e I i e s  e n t i t l c r l
. 1 , / \ t t ( l k t  B i  l \  i t )  ( t ) l t ) l t  h y  K c i t h  l l i n ( i \ \ o ( x l .  1 9 6 6
( f c ! j c $ c d  i n  A u t t .  B i k l  l n r i r r l c I  v o l  5 .  i o .  l .  p .  1 1 .
N , l r r  c h  1 9 6 7  ) .

H i n d w ( x x l s  b o o k  d c p i c l c d  5 l  \ n c c i c \  i r r c l t r d i n g  l h o . c
o r r  l h c  f r r r n l  r i n d  b : r j k  c o ! e r s  \ ! h i c h  $ e f c  a l s o  r e p r o _
( l u c c ( l  o n  l h e  d L r \ L  j i t c k c l .  I l l e v e n  p h o l o g r i r p h e r s  c o n l r i
b L r l c ( l  t ( )  l h i | r  r o l u n r e .  I n  t h e  p f c s e n L  b ( x ) k  l h e  L r u t h o f \
p r o ! i d e ( l  i l l l  l h e  p h ( ) t ( ) g r u p h s  c o r e r ' i n g  a  i u r t h c f  ' 1 8

\ p e r i e s .  o n c  o f  " h i c h  ( l h c  ( f i n r s o n  C h x l )  i s  a l s ( )  L r \ c d
()n the d s l  j rckel  l \ los l  ( ) f  lhc photogf i lphs rre crccl '
l e n l .  H o w e ! c r .  s ( ) n r e  . u c h  i r s  t h c  I  i l t l e  F ] i g l c  u n d
' l i r w n y - c r ( n v n c d  

H o n e y e r l e r  t r u l d  h u v e  h c c n  b e t t e r  d e -
Dictecl  hrd there been r  l i l l le  morc of  lhc surrounLl ing
incl  dc( i .  Al \o.  i l  i \  r  p i ly  thr l  the l lvo Ycl lo\ \ ,
R o b i n s  ( W e \ t e f n  u n L l  E r t s t e r n i  r e r e  p h o t o g f u p h c d  i n
( l i , l c r c n l  c i r c u n r r t r n c c s .  \ o  c o n v c y i n g  l o  r l c w c o n r e f s
i r i fds of  c()nrplctc l i  ( i i l lc fcnl  p lunr i rgc cr) lorrru l ion.

l l  is  in leresl ing lo nolc lhc sh: lpe of  thc cheek-p.r lch
o n  l h c  W h i l c - c h c e k e d  H o n c y c i t l e r  $ h i c h  i s  l h c  W e s t c f n
mcc 1) l  lhe specic\ l  lhe lext  inc l t r ( lcs nrenl ion thxl  thc
bi l l  ( ) f  thc western f i rcc is  longer lhun lhal  o l  the
I l r rstern f t ) rnr .  an( l  lh is  is  cv idenl  in lhc ph() logrrnh.  l lu l
I  h rvc { r l  secn bi fds (} f  lhc Frs lern popul i r l ion wi th r r
cheek pr lch r ' \  is  sho$'n in lhc phologr lph l lnd in th! '
rcconrprnyir rg dr  r ru ing.

- l h c  
l e \ t  g i \ e s  a  b r i e f  r c s L r n r e  o i  l h e  h n b i l s .  h a b i t L r l

r n d  d i s l r i b L r t i o n  o f  e l c h  s p e c i e s  \ L h i l e  b l r c k  r n d  u h i l c
dr : r$ ' inq\  r fe inc luded in nr i lny c i t \es l  thesc deprcl
c loscly-re la led specics (c.g.  Maskcd $, i1h Blnck-f rce( l
W ( ! ' d - S w i r l l o w .  F : r s l e f n  $ ' i l h  W e s l e r n  S p i n e b i l l ) .  n e s t .

l h c r e  i s  r  1 ; \ 1  o i  l h e  C o n t e n t s ' r L n d  r | n  l n l f o d u c l i (  
'

w h i c h  o [ l l i n e s  t h e  s c l c c t i o n  a s  . . .  p r o b a b l y  n ] ( ' c  I e
pfcscnlul ive of  th is conl ;nenl  th l tn x choicc f ronr sonre
(t rher group l  br ief  dcl i l i ls  l re g ivcn of  the fxnl i l ies re-
prcscnted.  I t  is  hoped thal  nrany people $i l l  fe i rd the
short  conlmenl  on the;mpacl  o i  u 'h l le man on () t r l -

b i 'd  l i fe.  F inal ly  therc i \  a prge giv jng Noles on Photo-
g r r p h i c  I c c h n i q L r e .  . r  l i s t  o f  F t r t l h e r  R c r d i n g  a n d  n n
' I n d e x .

ln r l l .  l l ' is  is  l  wcl l  produced bool i  of  Scnernl  intercst
rnd r  worthv nr l r le ( ) l  the eLrr l ier  volunre l l  is  hoped
th;r t  th is seconcl  l look of  lhe ser ies on Auslra l idn bi rd\

$ i l l  n() l  bc lhe l rst  b t  th i l t  ( ) lhers wi l l  fo l lo$ '  cover lng
such grotrps rs $ ' l ler  b i rds.  b i rds () f  lhe inLind l rnd
qfounLl-L l \L e l ler \ .
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