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BIRD BANDER
Results from Bantling Yellorv-tufted

Honeyeaters
A L A N  K .  M O R R I S

,. .Details ar^e given ol the banding site at Munghorn Cap in tlrc Mucl-r:cc
di:\tr ict. Ncw Suurh w:rles, whcrc Ia39 yellow-tufied Honeycaters Meliplt iga
n t , ' l . tno ! , \  havc  been brn t jed  rnd  241 (21%)  havc  becn rec i ip tu rcd  310 t imes.
Most successful banding is at watering sites. I 'hree arge classes. iuvenile, inntaturc
and _adult .are recogniscd rnd desiribed. Recapture data indicate that t l lc
Populrtion is probably sedentNry. -fhe 

longest elapsed tinre betwccn bandins
lnd  rcc rp lu re  l s  8  ye i l r \  4  n rLrn ths ,  wh i le  the  lonqcs t  recordcd in  the  Aus t ra l ian
Bird-banclin-q Schente is 8 years 7 nronths, which- is less than thirt recorded for
some other ltoneyeaters. A further l i fe expcctancv of 1.8 vears has been estab_
l ishe< l  rvh i le  surv iva l  o f  bo th  in r rn r ru lc i  and idu l ts  i s  s im i la r .  Masscs  arnc l
measurcments are given lbr adults of cach sex and n description of helpers at
the nest is recorded.

ftr the Mudgee district. New South Walcs, the
Yellew-tuftcd Honeyeater is one of the morc
p lcn t i fu l  r r rcn tbers  o l  lhc  genu. .  pan icu l r r l v  in
lhC \ ' ;1 .1e1n sec l i , )n  \ \here  th ( .s i lnd \ tone ou tc rop : \
of the district givc way to the shalcs and granites
ol' the tablelands. Thcse honeyeaters favour the
\andstone escarpncnts where there is a sub-
stantial undcrstorey ol trees and shrubs, and
wherc pernlancnl waterholes exist. Thcy also
occur furthcr rvest in thc district whcre Mugga
Ironbark Drrcrl,r 'ptus sit lero.rtlctn occurs 
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s i l i c ious  so i l s .  Other  spec ies  o l  honeycater
r re  a lso  comnron around thc  band ing  s i te .
thc Ycllow-faced Honeyetter M. chrvsops
Iavclurs thc sandstone forcsts; the Fuscous
Honeycater l\4.. fu.sccr favours the forests of the
shrlc; rvhilst the Whitc-piumed Honeyeater M.
lttniciuattt favours the scattcred timber of thc
c learcc l  Iands .

Descriptiorr of the llanding Sit€

Thc banding site ar Munshorn Cap is locatcd
on the wcstern siopcs of the Dividing Range
(see Figure l.) within thc Munghorn Gap NatLric
I i cserve  (5824 ha) .  Hcre  thc  v rndsbne-p la teaux

fall away quickly to thc silurian slt i l lcs that occlrf
throughout thc Muclgce District. Munghorn Gilp
(32 '23 '  S . ,  149 ' '50 '  E . )  j s  loca tcd  34  km easr
of Mudgec alons the Wollar loacl.

The flora ol the banding urca has alrcacll
heen t l cscr iher l  {M i ' r f i s  jqh?) :  h , ruevcr ' ,  i r  i .
strcssed that thc areas of inlportance 10 thcsc
honeyeaters arc the forcsts of the gull ics ancl
stecp slopes. Thcy ale not conrmon eitlrcr in
the forcsts of the sandstonc riclgcs or in thc
White Box/Yellow Box woodlaltls ol the shalc
areas .

Habits

Ycllow-tuftcd I-l()neyeatcrs l ' fequcnt thc tall
eucalyptus forests and the undelstorey whcrc
thcy take nectar. glean insects flont both trce
layers, and hawk insects flonr exposecl trvigs in
typical honeyeater nrirnner. In thc banclinq arca
trees which arc an important soulce of ncctar
and insects for these honeycatcrs inclucle White
Box Euce yptus nlbtn.r, l-argc-fruiled Crey Guur
1,. punclata, Mugga Ironbrrk, ancl Rough-barkcd
App)c Attgttphru l loribtrrrdu. Irtrportanl food
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p lan ls  o l  thc  unders to rey  inc ludc  Rec l  F ive_
corncrs -!t,r';.;/r<,1lrr t u b i I b rct, Pi i c'le |\ f ed Geebu n -r1P c r s.o o n i u p i n i I okt, nuntcl ous acltcias. cucnlyptu.i
sap l ings  and bracken.

(;encr:rl l ianding f)atr

Yellorv-tultccl Honeycatcrs wcre first bandecl
: r l  Mur . ! lun t  C lp  h1  Mr  S .  C.  L ; rne  in  S . .p lc r r r -
I ' r l  l ( )65 .  N, ly  b t t r rd in . . :  c r \mmcnccd l t  the  sumc
s i tc . . t l re  f0 l lo rv ing  month  and has  cont inuec l  up
u r t l i l  O e  t . h r l  l ( ) 7 4 .  D r r r i n l  r h i .  | e r i , , r l  M e s , i s
I ' .  S I t t r l c .  R  L , , n I i \ n .  ( .  B c n n c l t .  l ) .  S r n e d l c y .
M.  Johnson anc l  .1 .  Rawl i r rs  anc i  M iss  N.  Srvan-
solr l 'rtve all bandcd at lhis site oll one or two
occas ions  cach S ince  Scptember  l9 ( r5 ,  I  |  39
Yellow-tulted Honeyeuters havc been bandcd on
f , i  t r ips .  

' l  
hcse  t r ips  i r r  c r r r . : r . , .1  rw, r  j ;1ys  i11  11111x-

l r , r r ' )  i l l t J  w c r c  l l l l L i e  t k c  l h f o  t l t , , u t  t l r c ; r . . l r .
AII bilcls wclc trappccl in mist ncils, thc ntajirrity
of rvhich we[e set ncar water, where the 

'bircl-s

are trappccl coming to anci fronr thc witter.
Ycllorv-tuftccl Honcvcilters are nevcr founcl fal
lronr rvater rncl Ipscn (1965) also cunnlcntcll
on this flrct. Olhcr nctting sitcs l lavc been usccl
bctwccn clunrps of f lorve-ring Rccl Fivc-corners
c lL r l in t  Apr i l  to  AL lgus t ;  i imongst  c lumps o f
! 'uc i r l \  l l  s  r rn t l  l r c : r i i l r  : r rn l in l .  in  wet  g r r l l i es :  o r r
r l l \  \ rn ( l \ l i rnc  r i r l I c .  r r  l t r ' r c  C, .ebr rn r :s  rnJ  S i l ver .
Blrnksia Brirrl i .r irr tnargi .rta occurl alld in an old
ovcr'!t-own quincc orcharcl surrouncled by cleared
land.  ' lhc  

numbcr  bandcd a t  each hab i ta t  s i te .
dcnlollstftt in!: thc ir] ')portzrnce oi trappinll at
watc r inq  po in ts .  i s  sc t  oL l t  as  fo l lows:

Murclt ,  197-i

f - ' l  c s r s s L . , r  o

T  l  , , M s r R r o
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o Figure |. Mttrtglarn Gap I?cserIa .rlotrirrc
t t . V  I ( t t i , ' r t  . . t ,  r ' . \  ! ) u . l  I , u t t , l i t t : S  t i t L t .

Anrongsl b ushes
St,vpheliu clunrps
Srp l i ngs  i n  dun rp
Silndst()ne r idgc5.
Quince Orch:rf( l
( N o t c  t h r l  r t  l c r s t
\ o r k e d  d u r  i n g  e a c h

-fhe 
quince urchard is usccl as a shelter by

thc honeycltcrs as tlrcy travcl to and from oni
ol thc wrtcrinu points-a sntall stock dam, sLrr-
roultlccl try cucalypt saplinlls-in thc middle of
a  paddock .

,,\gc Classes
-l 

hrec agc lroups irmolgst Ycllow-tufted
Honevcatcrs ale recognised by mysclf ancl R. G.
Lonnon (pcrs. conrnt.), a fellow bander who has
itlso banded iu excess of 1000 of thesc honey-
clters. The qroups arc as follows:

.lLt,t ' t i le: lt i ;, olivc; bii i . horn; gapc.
low;  p lumage .  du l l  co loured .

-l-his 
stagc is recognisablc lor the

months olrt of thc nest and thcn nterges
inrmirture plLrnlage.

vcry  ye l -

first feu'
in lo  thc

r tnd sapl ings near \ \  i t ter

gu l l i es
(  Persooni ! \

1 4 0 2
6

l 5
and l janksi irs) 13

l . l
thc non-watcr si lcs areh,,ri ,,;

Intnutttre; lr is. brown; bil l , black; gapc, ycl-
low.  The ye l low c rown is  du l l c r  than tha t  o l
the rdult, whilst thc back is olive-gIey, and not
the  o l i vc -brown,  t ingcd w i th  y ,e l low,  o f  the  adu l r .

Adult: For a full description of adult plurnagc
scc  Macdona ld  (1973) .  However  the  i r i s  o f  adu l t
birds is a chcstnut-brick red. ancl not brown as
stated by Macdonald.

The immaturc slasc is retaincd for about oltc
vear and by sprin-r: thc followinq season.
inloraturcs can sti l l  be rccogniscd by a brown
iris and occasionally a snrall antount of yellow
remaining at thc base of the bil l . As wil l bc
indicatcd clsclvhcre rving and wing-span measure-
ments oI immatures are sntaller than those of
adu l t  b i rds .  Band inq  ind ica tes  tha t  by  the  midCle
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Lrl lhc brc-ccling scason (Oc tobc r-N ovcrrr bcr) (hesc'
b i rc ls  har t -  ach ic rec l  ac l r . r l t  p lunrag , .

Recapaurc l)irt l

Up 1( )  Scptcnrbcr  1911.  |  139 Yc l low- tu l l cc l
Honcycalcrs rvcrc bandccl at Mungholn Gap. Ol
l l l csc ,  24 .1  (21 t7  )  have been rccapturcd  a  to ta l
o f  310 t incs .  A l l  rvc rc  fecapturcd  i l t  o r  ncar
thc  band ing  p lacc  w i th  the  except ion  o f
03  l -08299,  wh ich  was bandcd as  an  adu l t  a t
thc  wntc rho lc  s i tc  on  l6  Novcntbc l  I965,  and
fecilptLfcd f.,+ knr to the wcst, on thc wcstcrn
s ic lc  o f  a  s rnds tonc  ou tc rop  on  27  March  1969.
I t  h i rs  no t  been rccapt l l rcd  subsequcnt lv .

lpsen (op .  c i t . )  has  shown tha t  in  thc  Bcnd iso
Dis t r i c t .  V ic to r ia .  the  Ye l low- tu l i cd  Honeyeatc r
is alt ittcguhr- visitor clurinr.1 rvinter and spring
ancl is abscnt clurins thc fest of thc ycar. Mac-
clonrtl i l  (p. ,119) saicl they are 'scdcntary and
loca l l y  r lonrad ic .  uh i l s t  i r r  thc  Svdncy  d is t r i c t  per -
olancnt colonie:; arc found arvay from the sand
\k)nc l i)rests arrd hcitths. but they do rtrovc onto
thc hcaths in \\ ' inter following the florvcring ol
thc  banks ias  (pcrs .  obs . ) .  A t  N lunghorn  Gap they
i l re  p rcscn l  a l l  ycar  rour rd  in  la rge  numbers  and
tre by far thc conrntonest forest bird. This is
l lso the situil l iol ' l  along the sandstonc cscarp
nrcn ts  o f  thc  d is t r i c t .  Un l i ke  somc o t l re r  Inen lbers
ol thc gcnus such ls the Fuscous Honeveatter
( M r \ r r i \  l q ? 4 ) .  t l r . t c  i s  r t , ,  i n J i c : r t i o n  r r l  i l  . ( i r \ .
ona l  l luc lua t ion  in  rhc  popu la t io l ' t .

l l ccapturc  ( l r t i l  i nd ica tc  thc  sedcn larv  na ture
o l  lh is  popu lu t ion  anc l  th is  i s  ( lenons t r i r t c ( l  bv
t l r .  i , l l , ' u i n l  ( l : r l i r  l , , r  l \ \ , ,  h i r ( l r :

o Figurc 2. lLltrstrution ol thc tlapsad tina
bt' lweett lttttt l i ttg rutl l irtul rccaptrrt 'e ol bitds
l ,a tu le l  t r l ,  t , '  .1 t )  l t  t ,  l9 ' r .  . t \  iD  t l t t  t t . \ .
tdu[1s atd lrcc-flt ina hirt ls.

l2  ycars  i rn r i  5  n ton ths l  Fuscous  Honcyc i l te r  l3
1'cnrs 3 nronths; and Lcwin I ' lorreyeatcr. M.
Iot' i tt i i  l0 ycars and 5 n'tontl ' ts. Figurc 2 i l lus-
tratcs tl 'rc clapsccl t inte betrveen bandin-9 and final
fccirptufc of bircls banclcri up to 30 .lurrc 1970.
ls  imnr l lu rcs .  adu l ts  anc l  f rcc  l l v ing  b i r t l s .

Horvcvcr. it shoultl bc notcd that l l ftcr I965
thc corfcct agc gloup of all bircls hns bccn
recorclecl. so that only a sntall pcrcentagc of bircls
rvcrc rccrlr 'clcd iLs '1'fcc-i lying'. Birds banded after
30  Junc  1970 havc  bccn cxc l r . rc lcc l .  as  i t  i s  co l r
s idcrec l  lha t  thcy  h : rvc  no t  had su l l j c icn t  oppot -
luIl i t) '  to be rccrptutc(1.

As thc nunrbcI ol tccovcries is lcusonably
hi-qh, thc lcnllth of thc stucly nukes it possiblc
1() i l ttcDrpt the conslfl lction of a l ife-tablc along
thc  samc l incs  as  Bochm (197,1)  and th is  i s  se t
oul in 'I- i lble 

l This titblc is conslructccl by thc
sr | rc  n rc lhod ls  uscc l  by  Lack  (195,1) .  Thc
sanrplc is l inlitcd to bircls which havc bccn rccap-
lurcd at lci lst oncc. ancl which rverc known lo
bc  a l i vc  on  I  Scptcmbc l  in  each o f  t l l c  s ix  vears
l ( ) ( ' ( '  l ( ) 7 1  t i . e .  t h c l  l l r r c  . l r r r r \ c r l  i r l  l , . r . i  , ' n e
win tc r ) .  Ihc  s izc  o f  the  samplc  (132)  i s  la rger
than Boehm's .  bu t  thc  to ta l  l cng th  o f  the  s tuc ly
(9 vcals) is similar. Acain thc nrethocl Lrscd is
basccl on the assunrption thut all losscs fron the
nr l rkec l  popLr la t ion  are  t ry  mor ta l i t y  a lone,  bu t
c l l ] ig f i r t ion .  t rand Iosr  anr l  nc1  or  l f Ip  shvncss

t - _ l

m
f l

l h r r ( l  N u m b c r  0 l  I  l l  1 ( , 0

l ) r l ! '  b r n d e ( l  1 0 . . 1 . 6 7  ( l r

l l . . r t ) r r L f ! .  l ) l r . '  1 1 1 . 5 . 6 7  (  I  I
t 9 . i . 6 7  ( t )
t 5 . . 1  6 9  ( A )
L  I O . 6 9
l o .  t 0 . 6 9
l t .  t . 7 { )
t  f . 1  . 1 J

o l I - 1 3 0 6 |
t 1 .9 .67  (  I  I
t .  t ( i . 6 7  ( A )
t8 .  t 2 .6 l r
t { .  t . 69
it6..1.6 9

0 .  r 0 . 7 1
14.1 . ' ,7 1
s 9 7 . 1

l l )  -  ' n ' r u l u r c :  ( A )  a d u l r .
' l-hc 

longcst t i lnc elapsc(l bctween bantiing allt l
fcc ptufe rvas for 03 I 0tt27ii. which rvas banded
ls an aclult iuld recaplured at its bandin-q placc
13 vcars .1 murths arld I0 days latcf. The longcst
lccordccl chpscci t intc lor thc specics is i l  years
7  nron t l rs  (Pu lchxsc  1973)  fo r  a  b i rd  banc lec l
artl rctltppccl at Shuws Creek near Cirstlcrcagh.
N.S.W. This conlparcs pixrrly with othcr men.t-
beIs ol lhc gcnus. c.g. Ycllorv-ftqcd Honevciltcl.
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Survival of Yellow-tuftecl Honeyeatcrs

( ( )o lv  d i l ta  fo r  b i rds  bandec l  up  1( )  1 .9 .71  havc  bccn used) .

year group presenl on I
1969 1970

N unlber
1967 l 9 6 n

Septenlber
197 | 1972

r966
t967
I 9 6 E
t96t)
t9 '70
197 |

l s 2 l
l 9

l l
t 9
l 4

l
-l

I

-l
6

4
.l

l
5

I
.{
+

t l
I 1

Nunrber of banded
birds presenl

Number sl i l l  present
()ne year laler

Percenta! le
surv iv i l l

| 967

1 9 6 8
1969
1 9 7 0
197 |

1966_197 |

l 5
6:

3 6
.11

256

2.1
30
24
2 5
22
23

| 4',7

664/(
4 8 %
55 c/r

54o/r,
6l Vo
'10o/r,

s7 El

2_nl
Furlher l i fe e\pecrancy = -- (where nr = percentirge morlal iry)

2nr

l5'7
{ i r d j u \ t i ng  r ( r  b l sc  o i  l 0 { ) )  1 .8  ye : r r \  ( 22  n ron lhs ) .

x6

rlay nccount for part of the disappearancc ol
nrarkecl birds. Allowance for these factors would
r:ivc a_higher'f igure fnr thc further l i fe expcctancy
than thc  1 .8  years  shown.  The f igurc  (1 .8  years )
compares wcll with I3 species of northcrn hemi-
sphcre passcrines rcviewed by Lack (species hav-
rng tronr 0.9 to 1.9 years for adult birds). It is,
however, lcss than thc 2.zl years given by Boehm
(op.  c i t . )  fo r  the  Chestnur -c rowned 

-Babb ler

P o I t t a t o.^ to 1 | t t t,t I I I fi ( e p s.

Figurc 3 i l lustrates thc survival ot (a) birds
bandecl as adults and (b) birds bandcd as
innrltures ancl juveniles. Only data for birds
bandcd up to 30 Junc 1970 ancl recaptured up
to l6 Septcntbcr 1974 have been usccl. The graph
slrows the number of individuals remaining-alive
cach year. The fi-qure has been adjusted to a
s tar t ing  po in t  o f  100 inc l i v idua ls  in  cach o f  the
t\\e classcs.

Figure 3. Surt'ivorship curve,t ol Yello\,-
tulled Hotte)eatat's (a) ltrntled as qdultti tuul
(h) bctndad as iDtnnttu'c.y urtl j ttt 'qi le.s.
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lVeighing

A nlltnbcr of bircls were wcighed at the tine
ol banding or recaptLrre. Of ihesc, 98 adults
rangecl from l9 to 28 g (averagc 23 g). Four.
birt ls idcntif ied as adult females-au.rogii l 22 g
(ransc 22 to 23 r:) ancl three birds idcntif led aa
aclult nrales avcraced 2,1 g (range 2l to 26 g).

Winq-span measurentcnts of Yellow-tuftecl
Honeycatcrs have becn taken at Munghorn Gap
s ince  I970.  

' l hc  
h is togram (F igurc  4 )  shows the

wmg-span mcasureo len ts  o f  518 adu l t  b i rds .
Pe;rks are evidcnt at 256 mnr and 272 mnt, which
sugge-sts a sexual cliffcrence. This thcory was
lc \ te ( l  h )  .compi  inn  Ihc  r re r t te  u ing  ,p l r r .  , r f
i r ( lU l l i  r \ l  k l l , ,wn \c \ .  lhc  .e \  w l : .  de lc rmine , . l  hy
c l ( ' t c i l  e \ im in i t t i , ' n  dur in r :  the  brced ing  sc lson
| l l  i l cc  r ( l rncc  $ i th  lhc  n te lh , \ l  descr ihed hy
Disney  (1967) .  - [ 'he  

w inc  span o f  13  adu i r
females avcra-Qed 255 mrn 

-(ranging 
from 245 to

2(r3 mm), whilst 2l aduJt maies 
-averaged 

273
nrnr (rangins fronr 266 to 284 nlm). Although
thc samplc is small it docs provide a basis f-or
furthcr work and indicatcs that considerable over-
lap bctween the sexes takes place in the wing-
span mcasurentents of this spccies.

As expectcd, a definite wing-span varialion
occurred rvith sonre individuais rccaptured or
Inorc  lhan onc  oceus ion .  A  t lp ica l  ex lmp le  i s
O . r l - 1 3 { t ( ' l :  h : r r r c l c r l ; r s  r r n  i n r m i t u r e  i r  * , , .  i c c u p -
turcd on eight occasions, althoueh only on the
last thrce occirsiclns was the wing span measurecl
aga in .  Thc  dc ta i l s  fo l low:

Bandet l  12 .9 .67  ( I )  252 nr rn
Ret rapped 30 .  10 .73  268 mm

Retrappcd 1u1.7.74 26j mnt

Rct rapped 8 .9 .74  26 i  mm

.  T l te  r r t r i r t t io r t  occr r rs  in  J , 'unF h i r r l .  l i ' l l ou in !
t l t c ,  t i l s t  r r ro r r l r  i , l  rhe i r  juven i l c  l l i th t  le l rhcrs
ltnd ls evldcnt on nost recaptures wherc the
bird rvas bancled as an intmatuie and recapturcd
as an udult, al a later stage. Variations in wing
spans rn tnese clrcunstanccs range up to a
max imum of  l5  mnr .  The rcsu l ts  appea i  s im i la r
to thosc obtained by Disney (1966) for the Ncw
Holland Honeyeatcr M al ionti,s no', 'qeltollqrul iuc
and Lanc  (1973)  fo r  thc  Eas tern  Sp incb i t l
A cant ltor h\'trchu.t tenuirostris and Litt lc Wattle-
bird Arrl ltoclueru cltrt.soptera. The wing-span
measut'emcnts of Yellow-tufted Honeycaters rc-
carpturcd at a later clate appcar k) rentain the

d

;

Figure ,1. Histogran ol r. ing-spun n1ce.\rtr(-
rtrcnls ol .j l8 adult hird.t.

samc and therc is no cviCence yet tha[ a slight
l lcreasc occurs In slrbscquent vears as noted by
Disncy  (p .  I4 ) .

Dula fronr Museunr Spcciurens

Sincc 1966, seven Ycllow-tufted Honeycatcr
specimcns have been lodgccl in the Austfalian
Museum, all from the Windsor-Richmond arca.
4il km west of Syclncy. Four adult malqs had
an ilvcrage win-c span o[ 274 mm (fan-qe 266
to 278 mm) and an average mass of 24.6 s
(rangc 23.5 to 27.0 g). Thrce aclult femalcs had
an averagc wing span of 251 mm (rangc 250
mm to 253 mm), ancl an avcrage mass of 22.6
g (range 2l to 25.5 g). These masses rnd meas-
uremcnts, although only from a sntall samplc, are
similar to lty own. As with other spccies of
honeyeatcrs, the sex of the Yellow-tufted Honey-
cater may be cleterminecl by wing-span mcasure-
Incnts and possibly wing measuremcnts. Juvenilc
and immature birds with wing primaries not fully
cmerged mLrst bc excludcd. Whilst thcre docs
irppcilr to be an ovcrlap there is sumcient
cvidence to suggest that a wing span tor adults
ovcr 270 mm indicates a ntale and under 260
rnnr indicates a fenlle. Howevcr, the study nccds
to be continucd with a greater attempt bcirs
macle to sex rnore individuals to furthcr clarify
thc  s i tua t ion .

Helpers a( lhe Nest

In  an  exhaust ive  l i s t  o f  Aus t r l l i l n  b i rc ls  known
to have helpcrs at the ncst (Rowlcy 1974) no
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nrcntion wits ntatlc of thc Yeilow-tufted Honey-
e i l t c f .  Howcver .  on  22  August  1970 a t  Mune-
horn  Cap l ' r ' o r r  be twccn l  l :00  to  l3 :00  hou is
Mr N. KLrrtz ancl myself hatl unclcr observation
a Ycllou tufled Honeycatel's ncst which rvas
only 6 nr fronr wherc we rverc sitt in-q. The nest
was locatcd in {eacl bracken, dt a height of 60
crr fronr 1l 'rc -qrouncl ancl containecl two nilked
, , . r ' r r r r . . : .  T I rc  voun: ' l  werc  bc in !  leL i  th r ( ,uSh( , l t l
l l ) (  l ) c t | , , ( i  u l  l l n tc  \ \ c  wcrc  nc l r  the  nC\ t  : ln ( l
i l t least Uvc inclividuals were observed to in,
. l i v i r l t r r r l l v  l i c J  I l t .  1 , ' u 1 1 g .  T u , ,  $ c r ( .  i n  i t n
nratlrc plumr{c \\,hilst the thrcc othcrs appeared
to  bc  ac lu l t .  onc  be ing  banded.  Other  b i rds  rnay
lulso havc hclpecl to feed thc younr. but as we
coulcl not t i istin1]uish between thc indivicluals this
was not knolvn. Howevcr. we wcrc tble to kcep
trnder obscrvttion at onc tinte two ac{ults and
two inrmltures cither leavint or brin-qint food
lo  thc  youno a t  one po in t  o f  t ime when the
l ' : r r r r l . r l  h i r i l  $  r .  n , r l  p r e \ c n l .  M r r e d o n l r l d  t  I o 7 . l )
l r t l ( l  oLher \  h l r rc  r ' cn l r rkcd  i 'n  thc  r r , rup in !  b (
hav iour 'o f  t l r c  Ye l lo rv - tu f tec l  Honcyeater .  a  hab i t
which it shilrcs with othcr lroneycaters. As these
olher honcvcaters are also known to ltavc
hclpr'rs irt thc ncst, i.e. Noisy Miner M,-iauthd
t ' t t  l , r t t ,u  c l  ln t l r t .  th r .  p l tenr rn rc lo r r  i r  lo t  r rn
cxpcc tcd  i r  th ' :  Yc l low- tu f ted  Honeyeater .

5ub-sptcif ic Slatus

Wakcliclcl ( l95ll) ascribcs birds f rom thc Mu(l-
gcc District to the sub-species M. nte[onop.\
i , rc l to , r l  (Mathews l9 l2 )  wh ich  can be  scpr r -
ltcd flont the noninate race on the grounds of
pn lc r  co lo ra t ion  and smal lc r  s ize .  On the  bas is
of the nreasurements which I have obtainccl from
.5 lt l adults lrom Munqhorn Gap ancl scven
muscunt specintcns iront the Windsor/Richmoncl
irrca, t l 'rcrc is no suggestion of a snallcr sizc
hctwccn thc nontinate face at Windsor and thc
racc tneltoni lrorn Mudgee. Furthernrore. as the
h bitat at Munghorn Gap (forests on the sand-
stonc escarpncnt) is similar to the harbitat occu-
piecl by thc bircls at Windsor. west of Syclney,
and as ncither Lonnon nor ntysclf can detect
paler coloration of the Mud,eee birds, this action
I ' r  Wi rke f ic l r l  rnus t  he  in  th rubr
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