
REVIEWS
Owls of the World, thcir s!olutior, structurc al1d

rcolDga. John A. Burton ed.  I l lustnr led by John Rignal l .
Eurobooks I - ld.  London. pp.  216.  Ful ly  i lhr \ t r : r ted in
c o l o u r .  N { n p s t  2 l i o  m m  \  2 1 8  I n m  g A u s l .  1 4 . 5 0 .

Intcrested in owls? 
_fhen 

rh is book is  for  you.

hdi l t ) f  John Burton has enl is led the aid of  four lecn
L' lLrropean orni lhdogists who havo s lch contr ibuted
l  chrpter  e i ther upon owls as i l  group!  e.g. ' fhe Or ig ins
of  Owis by C. A.  Walker.  or  upon a paf t icul l r r  Srouf)
o l  ( )$ l \ .  c .g.  H: 'wk O"1s b1 Col in HaIr ison.

Strpplenlent ing the tcx l  r re col(nrr  phologrxphs f ronr
r  var iety of  sources,  p lus paint ings by John Rignal l .
g iv inS t ln i l lustrat i ( )n of  a lnrost  l r l l  lhe currcnt ly  rc-
sogni lcd I  l l  \pecies of  oq, l .  The phol()Sr i lphr are
gener l ly  of  exccl lcnl  qual i ly-  iUr in ly po. t r  i l \ .  though
\on)e calch or l4s in lheir  nr i lnv nrood\ :  an Austra l ian
Mrsked Oul  in fu l l  threal  r l isplLry.  a Boobook wi th l ixrr l
i | l  the nesl .  u Snowy O$l  in d is l ract ion display.  By
lur  the mosl  l l11f{ct ive prge nrust  be 107 wi th a photo
of  r  del icately camoul laged European Scops Owls con-
rrasl ing nlarkedly $ i lh anorher of  l  pair  of  Whirc-
f i rced Scops Owls a1 their  nest  hol low. The photographs
of c l lp l ive bi rds do not  at lempl  to h ide their  or ig in
rnd do not  detr lcr  f r ( )n l  the i r l t r i rc l ivcness of  the book.

l { ignr l l  s  i l lustra l ions rre e\cel lenr.  The covcr shows
run EaSle Owl in l l ighl  rnd exempl i f ies h is accuracy
() f  \ ly lc  l ln( l  |cal isnr .  These dra\ \ ' ings of  the eighty
f t | ref  species pfovide a valuable referencc for  the
olni thologist  interested in b i fds of  lhe wor ld as wel l
rs lbe bi rds of  h is ou'n arer .  How else could I  have
rccnrale ly p ic lured the rare Ni l .x  r r . , . I i  f ro Manus
Is land? l1 is  a p i ty  th l  no paint ing could h:rve been
pfovided for  the l - rughing Ou' l  of  New Zealand.  now
po\s ib ly ext inct .  One wonders rvhrt  others may have
been nl issed despi le the dust  cover c la im th l t  l l l  species
i r rc i l lus l rared-

' lhe 
in l roducl ion by Bernard St(n lehou5e rel lccts lhe

conlcnts 1 ls Lr  whole:  a d iscussion of  lhe ecology of
(Nvlr - lheir  s igni f iance to the natural  wor ld.  lhei f  s igni-
I icance 1o nlnnl  lheir  :pecia l  character is t ics-st tuclure.
s ighl .  of ig ins.  e lc. :  lhe orr ls  lhemselves the smal l  group
,r f  

' f1, toI id 
spec;es.  the l : r rger gfoup of  Str ig id \pecies:

. , n J  r i  \ \ o r , i  , , 1  $ l r r n i n g .  i , s l  . ' i , r r \ L r ! . r t i , , n .

' Ihe 
nl l  in  rexr  fo l lo*s Peters Checkl isr  wi th s l ighr

nrodi f icat ions based upon new knowledge gained over-
lhe pasl  30 yc [s.  The rv idespr€ad Barn Owl in l roduces
lhe f i rs l  o i  these systemal ic-ccoloSical  chaptefs (Barn
rnd Bi ly  Owls by L Prest l  and R. Wagstaf fe)  and
receives the nror !  complete t re i r tnrenl  as i l  is  the nrost
widely s l  d ied.  

' l  
he ch: l racters of  the 34 subrpecies

1r e c lcrr ly  dcscr ibed and t |  wor ld c l is t r ibut ion nup
\hows lhe range of  each.  Dis l r ibul i ( )n nraps.  inc ident ly .
r r re g iven for  each species.  lhesc n)ust  of  course be
general ;sed:  lhe lo\r , land ra inforest  range of  lhe Sooty-
backed Hrwk O$l  correcl ly  omirs lhe centra l  cordi l lera
oi  New Guine.r .  However.  lhe runge of  the Papuan
Har\ I  Owl.  l t lso s la led to be lorv land ra inforerr .  in-
e ludes lh is is land backbone. For l l | rer  species such as
this i t  nray h.vc been sorth$hi le pro! id ing \pol

records based l lpon the col lect i { rd\  in the lvor ld 's  grel lcs l
nnlural  h is lory nruselrms,

Th€ fo l lowing chlpter !  deal  wi th vrr ious groups ot '
, ' $ 1 . :  F i . h i n g .  I  i r ! l e  i , n . l  S n , ' $ \  0 $ 1 .  r M .  F | g d c r i  L
s ( o p \ : r n d  S c f e e c h  O $ 1 .  ( U .  H e k - l r : , ) .  $ ( \ , J  O $ l \
( H .  M i k k o l a ) .  H x w k  O w l \  ( C .  H r r r r i s o n )  l n d  r h e
I- i l t le ,  Pygmy and EIf  Owls 1G. Cinn).  Thefe is  a
weal th of  inf ( ) rnrat ion in the texl .  Each l i rne I  open
lhe book at  random I  lexrn sonrcthing new. 

' fhe general
chaplers:  C)wls and nren (T.  Soper) .  Thc Or ig in of
Owl\  (C.  A.  Walker) ,  Whal  Makes an Owl (p.  I lur lon).
C o n s e r v i t l i o n  ( R .  M u r l e n ) .  O w l  P e l l e l s  ( D .  G l L r e )  a n d
O\r l  Voices (W. vrn der Weyden and H. ( ; ion).  provide
ln infornl l t ive and readrble synthesis of  currenr Inow-
ledSe in each of  thcse feas.

This book is  t ( r  be welconred.  l l  presnts rn up t ( '
dule and berul i fu l ly  pfesenled t reatmcnl  of  a f t lsc inal in l l
Sroup of  b i rds:  i1 adds to the l isr  of  owl  books over
recent years-Sparks and Sopefs Owls:  lheir  nr lural
i rnd t lnnatural  h ist ( ) ry" .  F leay's Night | rarchmcn of
bush and pla in ,  Crossnran anr l  Hnnlet ts 'Bi rds 

oi
Prey of  the World"-and i l  i \  one nrore in lhe growing
l is t  of  books on n part icular  group of  b i rds Goodwin
on pigeons.  Brown {nd An) i rdon on hawks l lnd eagles.
Forshaw and Cooper on p:rr rots.  e lc.  I t  is  ro be hoped
lhat  n lorc books of  th is nature wi l l  be publ ished.

Final ly  the \ \ ,ord of  $afning.  i rom thc owls which
clnnot  compete wi th nran bul  which.  wi th lheir  nerLr
fe la l ives the fa lcons c n demonr l rate to man his fo l ly
in wor ld nranagenrent :  these bi rds nrusl  commlnd
lman's l  a l tent i (nr .  h is respecl  and his pfo lecl ionl  l ikc
so nl i rny other anjnrals of  outstondinS qual i ly ,  thcy
stand in twiD jeopardy f ronr h is ru lh less destruct ion of
habi tat  and his mindless \prending of  p() isons acfos\
lhe lvor ld" .

' fhe 
wise old owl .  a l  the rop of  lhe food chnin.

has helped teach mirn a lesson and in doing so has
la ic l  t lown his own l i fe.  Wh!t  !v i l l  f lan do in re lurn?
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