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! 'ood of  the Bl : rck.backed luagpic,  a;r . / l r . ) / - l r i r .  L
/ i / ,n! r r .  at  Canberra.  W. J.  M. Vesl jens and R. Clr f ick_
l . ) 7 4 . , 4 t t \ 1 .  l ( i l d l .  R ( i .  l :  7 1 - 8 3 .

Dur ing 195.1-65 :r l  Crnberrir-
|  3 l9 Black'backcrl  lvlrgpies of
\ ( ) c i a l  s t r l r r \  se te  exan ined .

slonrach contenl \  o l
known rge.  sex end

A ! , " ide range ol  ground inver lcbrr lcs i \  c i t lcn,  nrain ly
insecls supplenlenled by spic iers i rnd earthworms.
Seas()ni l l  l iuc lur l ions in d ie l  correspond wi th observed
irbLrndunce of  sone speci :s.  and the ef tects of  weathel
on olhers.  

' l  
here I t fe d i iTefences between terr i tor i r l

h j fds in savrnnrh \ roodhnd rnd t lock bi rds in open
prslur  e:  the l i l l tc f  \ho\ !ed highcr intake thrn lhe
\cdent i r rv lef r i lo f i r l  indiv i t luals.

Observr t ions hi r re been nradc rrn lhc rate of  t i igcst ion
of  sonre f rxx l  i tems.

Studics of  a D( 'c l in iDg Populat ion of  Brown Pel icans
iD Northwestern BI j r  Cai i fornia.  Joseph R. . lehl .  . l r .
l \ ) 7 1 .  C o n . l t t  1 5 :  6 \ 1 .

FI t rnr  1969 through 1971. the fepfoduct ive success of
l l rown Pel i . rns $as studied r1 Los Coronl ldos.  Srn
l \ ' lar t in Is lanLl .  rnd rhe Sxn Beni to Is l t rnds.  

' fhese 
rre

lhe only pel ic i rn cokrr ies in northwcstern Baja.  Cal i -
iornia north o i  N:r t iv idrd Is land.  $ i th the excepl ion
of  a snral l  colony on Cedros Is l i lnd discovered in 1971.
l - l r g c - s c a l e  r e p r o d t l c t i v e  l l r i l u r e  w r s  f o u n d  i n  r l l c o l o n i e s .
I n  1 9 6 9 ,  l 3 { ) 0 - 1 4 0 0  p a i r s  p r o d u c c d  2 0 0  y o u n g l  i n
1970. 100-250 pi r i rs  pr(x iuced .1 young: in 1971. 9{X)
Dxirs produced l0(J young. Thin-shcl ler l  eggs lhal  col -
l lpse i rnd brer t  c lur ing incubr l ion r fe lhe nr i t jor  f rctor
c o f t r i l ) u t i n g  1 o  n e s t i n g  l a i l u r e .  a l t h o u g h  h  m r n  d i s
t r r rL 'ance is  i r r rpof l rn l  prr t iculur ly  at  San Mart in.  Shel l '
lh inr i rg i \  inversel !  re ln lcd t ( )  concentfa l ions r) f  IJDT
c ( ) r r r p r ) l l r d s .  p f i n c i p a l l \  D D E .  i n  l h e  e g g  y o l k .  I 1  i s
nrr) \ l  pf t )nounced rr  I  os Ci)ronudos.  bul  lo the s()u1h.
$ hcr.  chl ( r ' in i t tcd h, !drocarbon levcl ,  i rvcr- l lge lower .
\hel l  Ih ickncs\  i r rcfe i rses.

' fhe pel ican p()puhl ion of  th is i r rea hl rc l  decl ined
l( )nr  an csl inr i lcc l  200{)  pr i rs in the ear ly years of
lhe cenlury lo l0(J0 pl i rs  in 197 |  .  The long- lefnr
. r r rv ival  of  coloni :s r l  Srn Mart in : rnd I -os Coronr( io i
is  in doubr bLr l  mry be enhrnced by declNf ing ne. t ing
i \Lrnds t ls  snnclunr ies dLrr ing the breeding selson.

Survivrl. Prir Bond Retention aDd Nest-Site Tenacitl
in  Bul ler 's  Mol lymawk. Richdi t le.  I - .  F l -  rnd Witrham.
. 1 .  l t ) 7 1 .  / r ; . 1  l l 5 i  2 5 7 .

Ar iu l t  Bul ler ' \  N{ol lynrawks Dirnrulu l t t t l ler i  bnnded
i r  l 9 r 8  r n d  l 9 6 l  a l  t h e  S n a r e s  I s l a n c l s  s o l r t h  r ) f  N e $
Zer l lnd hi tve becn fccovefc i l  bet$,een 1961 and 1971.
Sutv ival  curves are presenled which indicale lhe exis l -
cnce of  a conslnnl  nnnur l  n lor la l i ty  f i r tc  of  not  more
t h u n  l l . l t i  ! v i t h  l  r n e a n  c \ p e c l l t i ( ) n  o f  i u r t h e r  j i f e
r l  lhc l in lc  of  brrnding of  not  less than R.5 ye:rrs.

Ureedirs b i rc is sh()r  l  \ t fong tendency t ( )  r 'e ta in
b(nh lhc pi r i f  bond lnd the nest-r i tc .  One pl i r  was s l i l l
hrccLl inr  in l97l  11 lhc s l ln le nesl  i r l  which i t  bred
l . l  vei i rs  crrr l ier .  No re-nlx l ings $cre recordeLl  whi le
lhe r) r ig in i r l  t i t l ln ! ' r  \ ! i r \  kn( ,wn t , )  he s l i l l  l l l i \ ,e.
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t te rQt t t re
l_he din ' lensions of  cgSs la id over the years b\

pur l iculaI  femx]cs i l re presen!ecl .  These enlrb lc sonrc
general  indical ions t { )  be given of  the el lects o[  lhe
age of  the fe$ir le on the dinrensi l )n\  of  lhc eggs which
she Lr id.

TDCHNIQUES

Criteria fo! Ageing and Sexing Nc\r'Ze:rland Oyster-
catchers.  Al lan J.  I l rkef .  N.Z.  Jountal  . l  Muinr  atu l
l - r (sh1ratq R(.u,at(h,  A:  211-22l , .

Cr i ter i i l  based on exlernal  chrt -actcrs are presenled
for  ageing and sexing lhe thfee New ZealanLl  species
of oyslercatchcr. H u'ntOttptt:t orttl('3r/r lirrclli Martens.
1897. H.  unicolor  Fors ler ,  184.{ .  ̂ nd H. (hath( l t tcnsi \

Hi l r ter l .  1927. Four c lasses aIe discerned: juveni les

hr!e b lo$,n dors l l  p lunlage.  i l  brolvn i r is  I tnd grey
lcgsl  second-year b i fds have an or l lnge-red i r is  and
p r le p ink lcgsl  sub udul ls  have i l  dul l  rcd i l  is  and
pink legs:  adul ts have r  scrr le l  i f is  i tnd br ight  coral -p ink
legs.  

' lhe 
threc species can be sexed by discr iminant

analysis of  the sexual ly  d imorphic characlefs.  based on
bi l l  iength.  deplh and widlh.  L inerr  f lnc l ions and dis-
cr iminal ing values ior  predict ing sex of  i rdul l  I / .  r r t r i
( ( lor  ^nd H. chuth(Dluts l t .  ancl  adul l  ancl  in lnrature
I l .  . ) . \ t t  lq | i  f r rsc l r i  are given.

MISCF]I,LANE()US

ColoDy Locat ion by Lcach's Pctre l .  l -honr i r \  ( - .  ( ; r ( rbb.

l t .  A u k  9 0 :  
' 7 8 .

Lei .ch 's Petre is I ly ing oveI  the t reetops of  . r  nest ing
ishnd in the d.rrk were al t racted t ( )  !he pl l tyback ot
tape-recorded petre l  c  l ls  and also lo the scenl  of  nesl
onler ia l .  I -he resul ts suggesl  th:r l  young peire ls n l r ) '
use lhe scnses of  hear ing and so)c l l  lo  localc nest ing
colonies concealed f ronl  s ighl  under a lotest  canopy
thcre to begin nesl  bui ld ing.

I'he Occurrence of the White-tailed Black Cockatoo,
((1\ ' t ) t t r i rnch s huul i t r i i .  in  Pi l l t?. '  Plantat ions in wes-
teni-  Ausira l ia.  D.  A.  Srunders.  1974. Aust .  Wi l l l .
R c s .  l :  4 5 - 5 4 .

The occurrence of  C.  bau. ! in i i  in  p ine pl l ln l r t ions
Derr  Perth in Western Auslr : r l iu  was surveyed f ront
1965 l ( )  1970. Res! l ls  \ \ ,ere compared wi lh err l ier
( )bserval ions of  cockaloo numbef\  in Mundar ing pine
plantat ion rnd wi th obsclvat ions of  b i rds in j r r r : rh

forest  nei l r  Mt Helena.

lh{r  b i rds regular ly  concentraled in p lantr l ions near
Per lh r f ler  the breeding season. con)plc lc ly st r ipping
the cones f rom {he smal l  p lantat ion before moving oul
lo the olher l  rger p lant i r l ion\  nor lh of  l ter th.  In
contrast .  in eucalypt  forest \  thev occ rred i r regular l \
rnd in sml l ler  numbers.

Obervat ions we!e nrade on rhc wny lhe bi rds drop
uDeaten pine cones ancl  green twigr  rvhi lc  ieeding.
Pinc cones are s imi lar  r ( )  fnr i l \  ( ) f  nat ive specicr
fegLi lar l ,v  ealen by cockaloos.
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, .  
l l t g ,  f l t r n r i , F e  u n r l  . r f r  p . r n  c , , l u r r r  ( h i r n g c \  f t o 1 )

l f l ! c n r l c  r o  l l t l l .  i J l t l l  I o r  l o u r , r l l n n : , r r i c  C i , t t t , , r , , t t t I
J i rys i | fc  descr ibed and i l lustra led.

- 
Homcmade (;adgets lor the H ndyman Bandcr.

C-on( lucled b! ,  Arthur J.  Wisenr l rn.  tg: j .  tnhtnf  Bin jB o n t l i n !  N ? t r s . 4 5 :  2  6 - 3  8 .

, A  
. e r i e \  , ) f  r : i r J t s - c t .  $ h i ( h  r : r n  h e  r c . r L l i l l  n r i , t i u  , , r

. r r i i lnr ! . \ , .  h\  . ,  \er \ r , l i lc  l - i ,nr l r r  r r r , .  , le \ . r ih id . rn. j  i l
r l r \ r r i r t e d .  t h e \ e  i n c l r r r l c  b i r n r l  h t r l J e r .  L t i . r n r  s . r l e t r
n r n  , r l p e :  n l  . l r (  b l r ( k e r  h , , l ( j i n f  . ,  . c f l e .  o f  . r f i n g \  o l\ . r n d . .  \ \ n t c h . r I c  r : r r r  i e . i  i n  t h e  h r r , L e r :  n o r r  b l e  r i i c k s ) .
nr i r r l \er \  t r r  ( t , . t ingur.h h:rnLi  , i /e,  (J ln l , ,  l . r fe l  col , ,u l
c ' ) d e r r . , p l t e r \ . , n l \ l  l r r  p r ( 1 r p c n  b r r r t r l s  t , ,  i r r r l c c t  r i u c .
n o l u r n g ,  h i r F \  l h r " $ n  n l n r r  \ \ i r h  i l e . r n  p i r n c f  i n  b o l l , , n t l
n v i n n .  r i , . r n r , r y  b : , ! \ l  i , n . t  q o o ( t e n  (  l | l i n E  l l o \ e .  , , 1
\ e ! c r i , l  ( l e . i g n \  

_  f h e  c r r r l { e r .  h  r t e  h e e n  c | l l l { . 1  t r , , | l r  . ,\  r r f l . r \  , , r  n U h t r c : r  o n ! ,

Black.and-Blue .lays
l,971. Bikl-Ba dint:

Old Randing Records

Dur ing  rhc  l6 rh  In te rna t iona l  Orn i tho log ica l
Congress in Canberra in August, Mr W. R.
Whceler presentcd to Dr H. J. Frith, Chief of
thc Division of Wildlife Researclr, CSIRO. for
sufckccping, the banding records covcring thc
l i rs t  b i rd  band ing  c l l r r ied  ou t  in  Aus t ra l iu .

Mr Whcelcr informed thosc present that. at
onc sla{e, the rccords had alnrost been destroved.
ilnd wcre rcscued lronr disposal at the last
nromcnt. Professor Dorst, president of the Con-
grcss, spoke briefly on thc importance of such
rccords and tltanked Mr Wheeler for his concern
i rnc l  in tc res t  in  thc  mat te r .

I r r  add i t ion  to  Mr  and Mrs  Whee ler ,  those prc_
csnt tt thc function wcre Professor J. Dnrst
(Francc) .  Drs  H.  J .  F r i th .  R .  D.  E tchecopar
(Francc) .  D .  S .  Farner  (USA) .  D.  L .  Serventy .
Mcssrs  J .  Ca lab l ,  C .  J .  R .  Rober tson (Nc$
Zc i r l i t r r r i ) .  D .  Purchase and S.  C.  Lane.

Nerr lllglnber.t
I,'uli Members:

I IF-NNEI.  Nlrs W. N, l . .  22 l_chucl  Road. Crcens,
borough. Vic.

( 'ROS.!MAN, D. c. .  Nal ional  parks Branch.  Depr.
ot  l_oreslry.  F lvans Road. Sal isbury.  Vic.

I )AVIDSON. D. H. .  p.O. l lo \  282. '  Murwi lhrnbah.
N.S.W.

l . l l - l - .  D r  A . .  Z o { t o g !  D c p a r l m c n t .  M o n a s h  U n i v e f -
.  r l  r , .  CI  ! ron.  Vic.

Associale lllrmbers:

I :ORFlSl .  lv t rs I i .  S. .  t .1.1 Pr i r rce (  har les parade.
K u r n e l l .  N . S . W .

G R A Y .  M r s  D .  E . . 5  H o l l z e  S l r e e l .  F a n n i e  B a ! . .
N . T ,

K L A P S T E .  J . .  6 , 1 5  S o u l h e y  S r r e e l .  F l $ , o o d .  V i c .
P A I T E M O R F .  N l i \ s  V .  J . .  L i  b o n  S t r e e l .  M a | o o c h v -

dore.  Qld.
S N l l D .  P . .  P . O .  l l o \  l 0 l .  ( ; o | ( t ( ) n .  N . S . w .

Junior  l \ lembrr :

CHI-ADII- .  N, l .  A. .  lN Belnl r )n l  Rol ld.  Mosnlan.

Recoverv Data
Itelns for Recovcry Round-up are obtained

t rom:

L l-he Secrctary, Aust. Bird-banding Schcmc

2. Indiviclual banders

3. Miscellancous sourccs
'fhe 

Secretary ot thc ABBS kindly provides
nrost of thc datr involving recoveries away from
thc banding place and these constitute the largest
part of Recovery Round-up. However, for a
nunbcr of rcasons, longevity information is not
readily available from this sourcc. Most longevity
i:e'nrs includ:d in Recovcry Round-up arc for-
$ i r rdcd  hy  r r  feu  hr rnders  in  response lo  p rcv iou \
requests.

Bandcrs arc askcd to forward to mc detri ls of
longcvity itcnrs which they considcr may be suit-
rrblc for inclusion in this section. As a guide
in dcciding suitabil ity. itenrs for thc particular
species should be chccked in recent issues. If
in doubt send the dctri ls anywilv.

86

Hon. Editor


