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SOUTHERN GIANT PETREL 5022741

Giant petrels Macronectes

spp.

banded

on Artarctic Islands are

regular visitors to coastal waters in temperate regions. This is the first

record of a breeding adult, banded on Signy Island, South

Islands,

recovered again  breeding on

Giant petrels are common visitors to Aust-
ralian shores from their distant Antarctic and
subantarctic breeding grounds. At many of the
breeding colonies “stinkers™. especially nestlings,
are banded regularly and, every year, scores of
these young birds are recovered along the coasts
of South Africa, Australia, New Zealand and
South America.

Two species of Macronectes are currently re-
cognised—the Northern Giant Petrel M. halli,
which breeds on the islands at and north of the
Antarctic Convergence and at South Georgia,
and the Southern Giant Petrel M. giganteus,
which breeds on islands at and south of the
Antarctic Convergence to the Antarctic continent
(Fig 1} (Bournc and Warham 1966; Conroy
and Johnstone, in prep.). Extensive banding of
both species has been carried out by British
ornithologists at South Georgia, Signy Island
and other islands along the Scotia Arc, by French
ornithologists at I'Archipel Crozet, I'Archipel de
Kerguclen and Terre Adelie, Antarctic Continent,
and by Australian ornithologists at Heard and
Macquarie Islands and the island off the An-
tarctic Continent. At their winter feeding grounds,
particularly off the coasts of Western Australia
and New South Wales, workers have regularly
been buanding and recovering these birds. Al-
though many nestlings have been recovered away
rom their natal colonics, few adult giant petrels
have been recovered (Jones, 1973).

At Signy Island, South Orkney Islands, the
Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey (now the
British Antarctic Survey) first banded giant pet-
rels in 1948, One of these, a white phase nest-
ling, was later recovered off Western Australia,
thus providing the first definite proof that these
visitors to Australian waters were in fact from
the high Antarctic latitudes. Since 1956, about
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being recovered in Australian waters, and subsequently  being
Signy

Island.

1000 nestlings have been banded annually on
Signy Island, and also a total of 2266 adults.

Between 1966 and 1969, one of us (J.W.H.C.)
spent a total of 24 months on Signy Island
studying M. giganteus (Conroy 1972). The
breeding population, estimated in 1968 to num-
ber 3200 pairs. nest along a five km stretch
on the exposed and wind swept west coast of
the island.

On Signy Island, the birds are seen throughout
the year, with their numbers lowest during the
winter months; the numbers increase in August/
September, and by carly October, most pairs arc
spending much of their time at their nests. The
first eggs of the annual breeding season appear
around 5 November, and both parents incubate
the single white egg, which hatches after about
60 days. Most eggs hatch by the end of January
and after about three wecks the chicks are left
alone at their nests, the parents returning only to
feed them. It is during this three week guard
period that most of the adult birds are banded

and recovered. As summer passes, and winter
approaches, most of the young of the other

species breeding on Signy Island fledge. However,
the giant petrel chicks continue to grow and by
late March can weigh up to about scven kg
They lose their grey down, replacing it with the
characteristic near black juvenile plumage. Tt is
during March that chick banding takes place.

The nestlings leave the island during late
April/May and quickly appear off coasts in more
temperate latitudes. The general dispersal route
from Signy Island first takes the birds to South
Africa, then Australia, New Zealand and South
America. The earliest record of a Signy TIsland
nestling in New South Wales waters is 25 May
1957,
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® Figure 1. Breeding localitios of the eiant petrel.
1. Gough I. 2. Marion/Prince Edward

Is. 3. L’Archipel
Crozet 4. L’Archipel de

Kerguelen 5. Chatham Is.
6. Stewart I. 7. Antipodes/Auckland/Campbell Is. 8.
Macquarie I. 9. South Shetland Is. 10. South Georgia

11, Falkland Is. 12. Staten I. 13. South Orkney Is.
14. South Shetland Is. 15. Islands off Grahamland
16. Rookery I./Holme Bay 17. Frazier group 18. Pointe
seologie 19, Heard 1.
Note: Signy Island i located in the South Orknev
Islands (No. 13y,

From 1969-1973 giant petrels were recovereq

at sea off Malabar using small boats and hoop
nets (Jones 1973). Several of the birds recap-
tured were nestlings banded on Signy Island.
usually during the previous breeding  season.
On 19 August 1969, a Southern Giant Petrel
wearing a monel band ring number 5022741
was caught. This bird. a female, had a lighter
coloured head than the more normal dark head
typical of young birds. The information was for-
warded to the British Antarctic Survey where

the

records showed it to be

ringed on Signy Island.

breeding female.
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She had first been banded, number 53796,
on the west coast of Signy Island, near Spindrift
on 31 January 1959, when R. Pinder caught her
sitting on a chick. She was not sighted again
until 8 January 1967, when she was caught, on
a chick in the same arca of Spindrift, probably
the same nest, The worn aluminium band was
replaced by a monel band, number 5022741,
During the following scason she was not re-
covered, but on 5 January 1969 she was again
sitting on a chick on her old nest. She fed her
chick throughout the summer, probably leaving
the island in early May for “regions unknown”.
About 14 weeks later, on 19 August, she was
caught off Malabar, New South Wales. On her
release she was not seen again until the summer
of 1971, when she was ance again caught on a
nest in - Spindrift.

This record is unique for two reasons; it is
the first adult Southern Giant Petrel banded as a
breeder on Signy Island to be recovered away
from its breeding grounds; and secondly, it is
only the second record (the other being a nestling
recovered in New Zealand) of a bird banded on
Signy Island being recovered away [rom Signy
Island, and subsequently recovered back on Signy
Island. It further demonstrates the value of
selecting adults for recapture rather than the
more casily captured young birds.
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