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Giant petrels Macronecta,g rplr. banded on Artarctic Islands are
regular visitors to coastal watcrs in temperate regions. This is the fir.st
record of a breeding aclult, banded on Signy Island, South Orkney
Islands, being recovered in Australiar water.s, and subsequcnfly bcins
rccovcred again breeding on Signy Island.
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l { )0  ncs l l i r ss  h r \c  bccn hr r r t l cd  r rn r rua l l l  on
) l8 r \  l s l i rnd .  l r r r r . l  a l .o  l r  tu ( l r l  l  l l f r r r  l r ju l r " .

Bc twcen 1966 and 1969,  one o f  us  (J .W.H.C. )
spent a total ol 24 months on Signy Island
studying M. giganteLts lConroy l iTi). Thc
brccding population, estinlated in l96li to nunt_
ber 3200 pairs, nest alon-e a fivc knt stretch
on tlrc exposed and wind swcpt wcst coilst of
the  is land.

. On Signy lsland, thc birds are scen throughout
thc year, with their numbers Iowest durin! the
wintcr rlonths; the numbers increasc in August,/
Septer thcr .  l rnd  by  cu t l l  Oc toh t r .  r r ro r r  p l r rs  l rc
spcnd ing  r r :uch  o l  thc i r  t i rne  i t t  lhc i r  ncs ts .  lh (
first eggs of the annual breeding season appear
r r rou t rd  5  \ovcnrhcr . ; rnd  hu th  p r r , .n t .  incuh: r te
thc  \ ing le  wh i tc  cgg.  r rh ich  hr rc l tcs  a f re r  ubou(
60 days. Most eggs hatch by the end of January
and after rbout three wccks the chicks are icft
lu lone a t  the i r  ncs ts .  thc  p l r ren ts  rc tu rn ing  on ly  tc r
l ced  thurn .  I t  i s  t lu r ing  rh is  th rec  weJ*  gur r rc l
f 'crrod thal nlo\l ol lhc lrt iult hirds rrre blnder.l
and recovered. As sunrmer passes, itnd wintcr
approaches, nost of the young of the othcr
species brecding on Signy lslancl f ledse. Howcvcr,
thc grant pctrcl chicks continue to grow and by
lale March can weigh up to about scven kg.
They lose thcir grey down, replacing it with the
characteristic near black juvenile plumage. It is
during March that chick banding takes plirce.

Thc ncstl ings leave the island during late
April/May and cluickly appear oli coasts in nlore
tenperate latitudes. The gcneral dispersal routc
from Signy Island first takcs the birds to South
Af r ica ,  thcn  Aus t ra l ia ,  Ncw Zea land and South
Anrerica. Thc earliest record of a Signy Island
nestling in Nerv South Wales waters is 25 Muy
1 9 5 7 ,

Giant pctrcls are comn)on visitors to Aust-
ralinn shores frortr their distant Anlarctic tnd
sublntarctic breeding grounds. At rrany of thc
I ' r ( (d in ! .  co l ( 'n ics  . r inkcrs ' .  e .pcc i r r l l y  ncsr l ings .
r r , r r  h r r r rdeJ  regu l l r r l r  : rnd .  cvery  )e i l r .  scer res  o I
l l l (Sc  )L ,un- l ]  h t rL i :  i r re  rec , ,vc rcJ  t l ( ,ng  thc  coa: , ts
oi South Africa. Australia, Ncw Zialand rncl
South  Amer ica .

-l-wo 
specics o'i MucrcneLles are currently re_

cogniscd-the r.\orthern Giant petrcl M. 
'haUi,

which brecds on the islands at and north of thc
Anturctic ^Convergencc and at South Georgia,
and thc Southern Ciant Pctrel l l4. gigantius,
which brcccls on islands at and south of thc
Antarctic Convcrgence to the Antarctic continent
(F ig  l )  (Bournc  and Warham lg66;  Conroy
rnd  Johns tonc .  in  p rep . ) .  Ex tens ivc  band ing  o i
both species has becn carried out by Brit ish
, 'n ) i thu lu - r . l i . t \  i r t  Sout l )  Ceorg ia .  S ign l  l s l lnd
: r ld  oLhcr  i s l : r r rJ .  r r long  thc  Scot i : ,  Are .  b1  French
ornithologists at l 'Archipel Crozet, l 'Archipel de
Kerguelen antl Terrc Adelie, Antarctic Continent,
lund by Au(tl l l ian ornithologists at Hcard a[d
Macquaric Islands and thc island off thc An-
tarctic Corlt incnt. At thcir wintcr teeding grounds.
pilrt icularly oli the coasts of Westcrn Australir
lnd Ncw South Wales, rvorkcrs have regularly
bcen banciing and rccovering these birds. Al,
t lrough nrrny nestl ings have becn rccovcred away
l lonr  thc i r  na ta l  co lon ics ,  few adu l t  g ian t  pe t re ls
l l rvc  bccn rccovered (Jones ,  i973) .

At Signy Island. South Orkney Islands, thc
Fr lk l  nd  Is lands  Dcpcndcnc ics  Survcy  (now thc
Br i t i sh  Antarc t i c  Survcy)  f i r s t  banded g i rn t  pe t -
rc ls  in  19 .18 .  Onc o f  thcse ,  a  wh i tc  phase nes t -
l ing, wus later rccovcred off Wcstern Australia.
thus providing thc first dcfinite proof that thesc
visitors to Australian watcrs werc in frct front
thc  h igh  Ar r tu rc t i c  la t i tudes .  S ince  1956,  bout
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She had first been banded, nunrbcr 53796,
on the west coast of Signy Island, ncar Spindrilt
on  31  January  1959,  when R.  P inder  caught  her
sitt ing on a chick. She was not sighted again
unt i l  8  January  1967.  when shc  was caught ,  on
a chick in the same area of Spindrift, probably
the samc ncst. The worn aluminium band was
rcplaced by a rnonel band, number 5022741.
During thc lollowing season shc was not re-
covered, but on 5 January 1969 she was again
sitt ing on a chick on her old ncst. She fed hcr
chick throughout the summer, probably leaving
thc island in early May for "regions unknown".
About 14 wceks latcr, on 19 August, she was
caught ofT Malabar, Ncw South Walcs. On hcr
release shc was not seen again unti l the summer
of  1971,  when she was oncc  aga in  caught  on  a
ncsr in Spindrift.

lh is  rccor t l  i \  un iqu(  fo r  tuo  reasons :  i l  i t
thc first adult Southern Giant Petrel bandcd as a
breeder on Signy Island to be recovered awily
fronr its brceding grounds; and secondly, it is
only thc second rccord (the othcr being a nestl ing
recovcred in New Zealrnd) of a bird banded on
Signy lsJand being recovercd away from Signy
Island, and subsequently recovercd back on Sign.,,
Island. It further dcmonstratcs the value
selecting adults for recapture rather than
r r ( ) rc  Cr . i l \ '  c i lP lu red  )oun!  b i rd . .
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o Fieurc l. Br.c.linr laalliti(t ol thL, giunr pttrel.

l .  Gough L 2.  Mar ion/Pr ince Edward Is.3.  L 'Archipel
Crozet 4. L'Archipel de Kerguelen 5. Chatham Is_
6.  Stewart  L i .  Ant ipodes/Auckland/CampbeU Is.8.
Macquarie I 9. South Shetland Is. 10. South Georgia
l l .  Falk land Is.  12.  Siaten I -  13.  South Orkney Is_
14. South SheUand Is. 15. Islands ofi crahamland
16. Rookery I-lHolme Bay l?. Frazier group 18. Poiate
Geologie 19. Heard L

Nore:  l i l r r  l . l tnd i !  l t  ot . t l  in  th(  . \ t 'u t l t  Otkn. \
/ r iz , r r l r  tA 'o.  / .1)  .

From 1969,1973 g ian t  pe t re ls  werc  recovered
irt sca off Malabar using small boats and hoop
nets  (Jones  1973) .  Severa l  o f  thc  b i rds  recap-
turecl rverc ncstl ings bandecl on Signv Island.
trsuallv cluring the previous breeding season.
On l9  August  1969.  l  Southcrn  C ian t  Pet re l
wcanng l nronei band ring number 5022741
ru'as cuuqht. This bird. a fcntale, had a l ighter
coloLrrcd head than thc more normal dark head
typical of voung birds. The information was for-
wlrdcd to the Brit ish Antarctic Survey whcre
the rccords strorvccl it kl bc breeding t 'emalc.
r ingcd on  S icnv  Is l i rnd .
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