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Results fronr Banding Chestnut-crowned
Babblers

E. F.  BOEHM

._ .  .9n 1 l ] .  Mounr Mary p la ins.  South Ausrra l ia ,  r l te  C.hest l tu  r_crownecl
I3.rbbler Ponato.stonus rulicep,s is the contmon lrerlber of thc genus.
Tiese birds inhabit fairly open scrub consisting of old regrowth
Mallee often with little undergrowth. Thcy alsri favour vcry open
scrub with fcw tall trces whcre there is a densc striltunl of large
shrubs.. such as Sheep Bush Gcijera linearilolia, Hop tlush Dodoneea
t-attrilrtl ia, and Spiny Waflle ,.lra<ria tt latioidet. Whitc_broweO BablrlcrsI ' .  s t t t tan i l iost ts  on the othcr  hand prcfer  ta l l .  rh iJ  Vai rcc wi t t r  gooa
under-g lowth or  dcnse.  nrec l iunr  height .  regrowth Mal lcc.

' I  
hc opcninr: up of the arcil for agricultural

irnd paslontl purposes creatcd a habitai that be_( : tn l .  p ro t rc : .s i \  ( ' l )  r  , ' r c  hvourah jc  lo r  thet  nc \ rnUI -c r , ,uned spcc ics  h1  rc t juc jng  thc  dens i tv
, ) l  lhc  \cnrh . i rn ( l  h \  rcduc j l tg  t l re  undcrgrowth .
t - tu (k :  

- \UJ l l ) .  c ( rn \ i \ r  o l  c i th l  ro  f i f t ce ;  b i rd \ ,
h t t t  \ \ cc i r \ io | l i l l l \  thc l  numbcr  2 { )  o r  rn t l rc .  Some_
u| | t . .  ( \ cks  r l r  hc  [ound long r rce_f r ingcd
ro tls. l ki lontc'tre or ntore fronr thc nearest
piltch of scrub.

Banding
( lrcstrrur-clowrrcd tsubblcrs tvcre first banded

u  I l t .  P , ' \ ! L r  d i { r r i - t  h l  M e . s r r  M .  H .  W i r t e r n t a ;
i r l d  R .  M  C i h b ,  i n  r h c  u i n t c r  o f  I a 6 J .  D u r i n - u
f t6 l .  . r r t r l  l r ) r )4  t l t c \  h : r r r r - l c t l  lq :  in  rhe  pcr io j
( \ ' l ,  l \ - . r  l ( )64  ro  . l { )  J r rnc  1074,  I  b r rn t l cd  .100
ind iv idu l l s .  Near l f  l l l  r vc rc  caught  in  mis t  ne ts ,
ir ra!\ 'wLre cilf l-qht rn lnaze traps, and ot.rly two
br--ocl-s ol ncstl ings lravc been banded. Thc_v fre_
qucnt ly  avo id  nc ts  sc t  in  op :n  s i tua t ions  

-when

v is ib i l i t y  i s  gooc l .  par t i cu l r r l y  thosc  b i rds  tha t
havc  prev ious ly  hac l  cxper ience w i th  ue ts .  Most
succcssful retrappin-t has rcsulted from setting
nets. in -groups to lornl i l  maze antong shrubs_.
A drtailed knowlcdec ol thc l lock m-crvements
\\, ithin their t!-rriterics is necessary fbr success
and. of course. sitcs must not be uscd too lre-
quent l \ .  Thc  nLrn tbcr  banded a t  c i t cn  s l rc  w i ls  as
fo l lou 's :

B lack  Olks  l l l ock .  Bou 'c r
Cc i j c la  Scrub ,  Bowcr
l lox thorn  Gu l ly .  Bowcr
\ /a r ieus  Ioca t ions .  Suthcr . lands
- l o t l l

r 5 0
6 l
5 7
6 I

329

Recapture Dat:r

Eighty (249'c ) of rhc 329 Chcsrnut_crorrncd
B;rbblcrs bancled in i lrc Bowcr ancl Suthcrlands
arca were recapturcd a toti l l  of 99 tinres. Thc
cl-apscd tinre belrvcen banding and finul recapture
r : I  thcsc  b i rds  i s  shown in  F igurc  I .  A l l  wcre
recilprured itt. or ncar. thc bancling place. rvith
thc  cxcept ion  o t  0 -50  ( r75 l f l  wh ich-was banc lcc j
as  un  adu l t  a t  Box thorn  Cu l ly  in  Ju ly  1969 and
recapturcd  5  kn t  to  thc  nor lh  a t  B Iack  Oaks
Block  in  Srp tcnrbcr  J97 l

Of four ncstl ings rvhich werc banclccl in onc
nest, thr. 'e ircre rccapiurccl scvclt to lar ntonths
latcr in the sanrc tcrritory in which thcy rverc
h ; rnder l .  Th is  \u ! ! :L  \ t .  lh i l l  \on l (  J  ounc :  h i r i l s  rn : r r
re t t l : t in  in  th .  run lc  f f , , (k  l r .  t l te i r  f ' l r rcnrs .  Hou
cvcr .  son te  d ispcrsa l  o f  ind iv idu l t l s  undoubted l \
t : rkc \  p l i rcc .  fh is  i s  .hown hv  th .  r r r , ' r c r r rc r i l
nadc  by  050-67-5  I8  and tha t .  in  somc ins t i lnces .
groups of birds which have bccn bandccl have
ncvgr bgcn rccii l l turcd- Itrrom gcncrul obscrvation
it woulcl appcilr that in the nr>n-brccdin.q season.
l locks  mlv  io in  up  rv i rh  thosc '  in  ne iqhbour ine
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tc r r i to r ies .  A t  t i l t cs .  p i r r t i cu la r l l '  dur ing  pcr iods
o l  L l rourh t .  i t  i s  l i kc l l  tha t  who le  l '1ocks  n tay
rnovc  i lw i rv  l ro rn  l  par t i cu l r r  loc l t l i t y .  In  Oucens-
lrrncl. thc Grcl-crownecl Babblcr P. tentprtrcrl is,
rnlv undeflakc lrrovcnlents of up to 25 knl
(  ( ' l r ru thcrs  1965 ) .

Thc recupturc datu. horvcver, lervcs no doubt
thirt r)lan)' intl ividuals lnd possiblv whole flocks
I l i r \  r !  l r i r i I |  i I  t h e i r  t e r r  i i o r y  l , r r  y e l r : :  l h e i r
trcll-used plavurouncls havc becn dcscribccl prc-
v i o u s l y  ( B o c h n r  1 9 5 5  ) .

' l-he 
longcst elapscil t inlc recorded bctrvccn

buncling uncl rccapturc was for 050-72330 rvhich
llus bunclccl ns a frec-fl1-ing individurl of uuknowlr
l-qc rnd rccitpturcd l lt i ts bundin-lt placc 7 ycars,
I  o ron t l l  and  27  drys  l i l te r .

Although the nunrbcr of birds rccapturcd is
snra l l ,  the  lcng lh  o f  the  s rudy  rnakes  i t  poss ib lc
to lttcrrrpt t lrc construction of a l i l 'e-tablc (scc- lab lc  

l ) .  I - l r i s  t  b lc  i s  cons t ruc tcd  in  thc  same
wty  i rs  uscc l  b l  Lack  (195.1) .  The sarnpJe is
linritecl to bircls r.vhich havc been recaptuiccl at
lenst oncc. ancl rvhich werc known to be l l ivc
on I  Scptcn tber  in  c rch  o f  n ine  years  ( i . c .  they
havc  surv ivcc l  i l l  l e i l s t  onc  w in tc r ) .  T l l c  s ize
o l  thc  s i r rnp lc  i s  no t  la rgc  (66  b i rds)  bu t  th is
i\ olTset by thc length of the study fiO years).
Tlrc nrctlrod Llsed is bascd on thc assumption
thirl all losscs frotD the nti irked population irrc
bv  n lo r t i r l i t y  a lonc .  bu t  emigra t ion ,  band loss .
irld nct or tritp shyness may account lQr part
of the disilppcarance of banded birds. Allowance
I , , t  l l l . . ( .  l : t ( l i , r .  $ou ld  g i re  r r  h igher  f igure  fo r
l l r (  l l r r t h J r  l i l c  ( \ n e c t ; l n ( \  t h r n  t h c  2 . 4  ; e l r s
r l r , ' r r , ,  t , '  tu r thcr  l i l ,  e r l \ (c l rncy  . r f  ? .4  years
r \  ! rc : t l ( l  t l l rn  r l r  . c  i , r r  thc  p i r \ \Cr ine :  inc ludCd
in  l -ack  s  rev icw (Lack  195,1) .  The I3  spec ics  o f
passcrincs reviervcd by Lack had further l i fc
c \nL  a i l r r ) ! i !  \  . , l  l ro ln  ( ) .Q 

. , ,e : r rs  Io  L9  yc t rs  f \ ) r
: ' . l u l l  h t rJ .  H( '$e \ ' ( r ,  Ihc 'e  w. re  a i l  nor t i le rn
hcnrispherc specics und the longevity dirta col-
lectcd to datc docs suggest that. in general, pas-
\c r in ( :  in  Au\ t r i l l i i t  t ) t i r \  l i re  longcr  th r rn  thosc  in
t l rc  r ro r r l te rn  hcnr isphc lc  Consequcnt j ) .  I  fu r lher
i l l (  c I l ' r ' ( t l l lC \  o f  1 .4  Ic r r rs  lo r  Cher tnu t -c ruuncd
Babb lc rs  rvh ich  havc  surv ivcd  a t  leas t  one w in tc r
does  no t  sccnr  unreasonab lc .

F igurc  2  i l l us t ra tcs  the  surv iva l  o l  (a )  b i rc ls
bandcd as  i rc lu l ts .  anc i  (b )  b i rds  bundcd as  f rec-
f l1 , ing  ind iv idua ls  o f  unknown agc .  Th is  shows
thc  nunrber  o f  ind iv idua ls  rcnra in ing  a l i vc  each
1,cltr. 

' fhc 
tiqurc hirs b:cn rrcljustetl io a star.t ing

D u . ,  ' .  . .  i , ,  i r , , , r  , , r  , , f f ,  ^ n , r

Years  a t te r  b . .d  | ( i

V , t l  .  |  ] ,

a Figurc L lllustralktn ol tlrc elup.rcd tinrc
hetx,ectt ltantl ittg und firu1 re<upttt( ol Chest-
nut-<t'ott nad IlubltIer:;.

z

yenrs  a t te r  ba  nd  in  c r

o F'igurc 2. Surri\,or.-hip curr:e ol Chcsttlut-
crowrterl Bablt[ars handed u,r adu[t.s tttul lret,-
l l t in.q hinh 14 ultl i  ottn ag?.

Banded  as  a ( l | ]  t s

Bandecl as free f ly inql
o t  r r nknown  a !e
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TABI-E I
Survivtl oI Chestnut-crowned Babblcrs

Yerf  l landed 1963
Number of each year group presenl on

196,1 1965 1966 t96i 1961J
l S e p l e n l b e r

1 9 6 9  1 9 7 0 t97 |

I
3
3
2
I

2
3
6
2
2

l
1
4
5
7
4

6
2
5
7

t 3

t t
1 3  1 3  7  6

6 4 3
1 4  l 0

l 0

1963
t964
I965
1966
1967
t 9 6 u
r969
1970
t97 |

Yetr

r963
1964
I 9 6 5
1966
t967
l96l(
1969
t97t: l
197 |

t 9 6 3 -  l 9 7 l

Numbers oI banded
birds pfesent

Number sl i l l  presenl
one year later

Pelcentage
survival

1000/.
2s%

luia/a
5 5 %
76%,
69c/ .
6to/ .
544/o
666/.
6 6 %

2
I

l 4
l i
t 9
20
20
l 3
10

1 1 0

2
1

l 4
2tJ
25
29
3 3
24
t 5

166

Flrther l i ic expeclancy - 2-m (where ni
2.n

1 6 6  -
6 8 "

= percentage nlor ta l i ly)

y e i r r s  ( 2 9  m o n l h s ) .

point of I00 individuals in each of rhe two
classcs.. The greater declinc of the survivorship
curve in the early yerrs tor birds banded as
frce-flying individuals suggests that nany of thenr
tl)ay bc young birds which coul4 be expected to
show both a grcatcr rate of mortality and {.l is-
pcrsal during this pcriod rhan adult birds.

\Yeighinq

A nunrber of the birds werc weighed either
lut thc tiruc of banding or when retrapped. Thc
I l -1  i rdu i l s  rangcd l rom 47 grams to  7 l  g :  mos l .
89  ind iv idur ls .  rangcd f ron l  55  a  ro  6 l  g  w i th
lun ovcrall avcrage of 57.8 g.

Band Wear

Wear on bands was found to be considerablc,
p robab ly  b :cause o f  the  'bound ing  ga i t 'o f  the
babblcrs. I havc used only monel metal bands,
_vct corrsiclenrblc wear has becn cvident on these

year, at which stagc they
Alumin ium bands shou ld
of the soft naturc of the

brnds after the sixth
should be replaccd.
not bc uscd bccause
mctal.
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