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Recent Literature

BANDING and RECOVERY REPORTS

Migratory Animal Pathological Survey, Birds Banded
in Asia During the Maps Program, by Locality, from
963 through 1971. H. Elliott McClure and Porntip
I eclavit. November 1972, U.S. Army Research and
Development Group, Far Fast, APO San Francisco,
96343, 478 pp.

A summary of the birds banded during the ecight
vears of field activity of the Migratory Animal Patho-
logical Survey. 1964-71. There are 240 lists of ringed
birds from as many localities in Asia from 20 countries,
in all. more than 1 000 000 birds of 1216 species,

Preliminary Report on Bird Banding in New Zealand
9711972, €, J. R. Robertson. 1973. Notornis, 20:
59-70.

In the year to 31 March 1972, 35 125 birds were
banded. 11994 recovered and 9704 repeats (some held
over from earlier years) were logged. Species banded are
tabulated. A short hst gives a ‘selection of interesting
recoveries’s  these include four birds recovered in
Australia, viz. a Wandering and a Black-browed Alba-
tross. a Huttons Shearwater and a Great-winged (Grey-
faced) Petrel,

Also of interest are longevity data for a Bullers
Albatross over 23 years, an Australian Gannet over
19 years, a Black Swan over 15 years and an Australian
(Swamp) Harrier over 18 years.

ANALYTICAL STUDIES

Measuring Breeding Success in Common and Roseate
Terns. 1. C. T. Nisbet and H. Drury. 1972. Bird-
banding, 43:97-106.

Seventeen sample plots of 30-80 nests in sixteen
colenies  were  encompassed by low wire fences to
isolate young hatched within the plots. These voung
were banded and counted late in the fledging period.
Four timed visits result in maximum dala: one visit
to count nests, then two main banding visits, and a
final visit to band very late hatchings and for a final
check for dead chicks. Breeding success of Common
Terns  varied  between  colonies from zero to 2.1
chicks per nest, with a mean of about 0.9. Breeding
success  of  Roseate Terns varied between 0.88 and
1.34 chicks in the four colonies sampled.

Post-fledging Survival in Herring Gulls in Relation
to Brood-size and Date of Hatching. 1. C. T. Nisbet
and W. H. Drury. 1972. Bird-banding, 43: 161-172.

Post-fledging mortality of chicks from broods from
which three chicks fledged was higher during the first
2-3 months after fledging than that of chicks raised
from broods of two or one. Chicks raised 3-4 weeks
later than usual, from re-laying after experimental egg-
breaking, had a much higher post-fledging mortality
than chicks which fledeed at the normal time.

The Dispersal Movements of the Royal Albatross
(Diomedea epomophora) C. I, R. Robertson and F. C.
Kinsky. 1972, Notornis 19:289-301.

From 20417 birds banded since 1937, 122 Roval
Albatrosses have been recovered away from the breed-
ing localities. There is a general relationship between
the area of recovery and the age of the birds, indi-
cating a dispersal of non-breeding birds on the pre-
vailing westerly winds from the breeding localities
Lo the winter feeding grounds. The main range of
distribution of adults and immatures is between 30°
and 45 S, One adult bird banded on Campbell Island
and recovered in Chile showed an average movement
of 146 km per day between banding and recovery.

TECHNIQUES

An  Improved Patagial Streamer for Waterfowl.
John L. Weekes, 1972, Bird-banding, 43:140-141,

The streamer is described and illustrated.

Sex and Age Characteristics of North American
Merlins. Stanley A, Temple. 1972, Bird-banding, 43:
191-196.

Merlins Falco columbarius can be aged and sexed
by combinations of colour of dorsal plumage, colour
contrast of rump and upper tail coverts to back, and
colour of bands in tail.

A Mirror and Pole Device for Examining High Nests.
James W. Parker. 1972, Bird-banding, 43: 216-218.

The apparatus  (illustrated and  describedy allows
nests as high as 15 m above the ground 1o be examined.

An Adjustable Radio-package for Ducks. Thomas J.
Dwyer. 1972, Bird-banding, 43: 282-284.

The package is illustrated and described. Weight varies
between 17 g and 26 g depending on the battery size.
The rig is adjustable and can be used interchangeably
on several species.

MISCELLANEOUS

Spread of the Caltle Egret in the Western IHemi-
sphere. Gilbert T. Crosby. 1972. Bird-handing, 43: 205-
212,

The explosive spread of the Cattle Egret through
the Americas since the 1930’5 is detailed. [A similar
large scale colonization of the Brisbane area and south-
cust Queensland is presently occurring].

Homing in House Sparrows, Pusser domesticus. Carl
1. Mitchell and Thomas B. Hughes. 1972. Bird-banding,
43: 213-214.

Some five per cent of House Sparrows transporied
for experimental studies and then released have been
recaptured at the original capture sites up to 35 kilo-
melres away,
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'I'hv_luprv(-s'([vnlvd Westward Migration of Curlew
sandpipers in Autumn 1969. p. [ Stanley and C, D.T.
Minton, 1972, Brisish Birds, 65:365-380,

_The unprecendented influx of juvenile Curlew Sand-
pipers Calidris (= Erolia) ferruginea in Britain and
Ireland during late August and early September 1969
is analysed with counts from over 250 localities. these
amounting to more than 19 000 bird-days. The principal
artivals took place on 23 and 26 August, and at the
peak on 31 August at least 3500 were presenl, over
72% of the records coming from the east coast of
Britain, The number trapped and ringed, 407, was
more than the previous grand total,

An analysis of all available ringing data indicates
a regular autumn migration route through the Baltic
and down the continental seaboard to Africa, some
taking o more dircet line back across the central
Mediterrancan in spring.

Reasons are given for the influx and weight data
fuhm\ml an increase of up to 7% per day, no doubt
i preparation for the next stage of the journey.

The Establishment, Dispersal and Distribution of
the Spur-winged Plover in New Zealand. Maida Barlow.
1972, Notornis 19:201-211.

The Spur-winged Plover was established in New
Zealand from a few self-introduced birds (wind blown )
in 1932, The increase is estimated roughly as 1934,
5 birds: 1946, 30-50 birds: 1951, about 100 birds:
1971, about 1240 birds within a 10 mile radius of
Invercargill. Numbers have been relatively steady since
1965, Area occupied is increased by a combination of
spread from the perimeter of established breeding areas,
plus arrival of birds in previously unpopulated areas,
in turn followed by perimenter dispersal. The greatest
known distance covered by a banded bird is 12 miles.
Local movements of eight breeding birds over three
vears are mapped. The distribution and status of the
plover in 1955, 1960, 1965, and 1970 are mapped
for the South lIsland. There scems little doubt that
the species will eventually occupy the whole of the
South Island, wherever suitable habitat exists.

Breeding Data on the Spur-winged Plover in South-
land, New Zealand. Muaida L. Barlow. Peter M. Muller
and  Roger R. Sutton. 1972, Notornis 19:212-249.

This paper in the result of a five year co-operation
study from 19635 to 1969, with some work continued
to 1971. Many aspects of the paper parallel Thomas’
study in southern Tasmania (Emu: 69:81-102). Both
male and female can breed in the second year: first
yvear birds may breed—a male of 10 months was
seen attempting copulation, and a female of one year
was seen in copulation. There was one record of a
double brood, An excellent paper, with a wealth of
data.
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R.ecnvery Data

~ ltems for Recovery Round-up are obtained
from:

I Sccretary. Aust. Bird-banding Scheme
2. Individual banders
3. Miscellancous sources

The Secrctary of the ABBS kindly provides
most of the data involving recoveries away from
the banding place and these constitute the largest
part of Recovery Round-up. However, for a
number of reasons, longevity information is not
readily available from this source. Most longevity
items included in Recovery Round-up are for-
warded by a few banders in response to my
previous request (see vol. 8, no. 2, page 34).
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Banders are asked to forward to me details
of longevity items which they consider may be
suitable for inclusion in this scction. As a guide
in deciding suitability, items for the particular
species should be checked in recent issues. If in
doubt send the details anyway.

Hon. Editor

Obituary

Bertram James Jones died on 20 September
1973 aged 53 ycars, His sudden decath was a
great shock to all his friends. With his love for
small boats and the sca, it was not surprising
that he became interested in seabirds and his
active and constructive mind led to his deep
interest in their biology. His particular interest
was the giant petrel and the results of his work
on these birds were published in his article in
the September issue of this Journal only shortly
before his death.

His support and efforts to further the aims of
the Association and the Journal are an example
to all. Dedicated in his desire to interest others
in this work, he took every opportunity to recruit
new members and to publicise the Journal.

We shall greatly miss his enthusiasm, wise
counsel and good companionship. To his wife

and family we extend our very sincerc sympathy.

M.D.M.
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