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Reviews
A Biohgl of Rirds $ith Padicular Rrference to

New Zeatand Birds,  by I l .  D.  Hel lhcr .  Orni lhological
Socicty of  Nes ZerLrnd.  1966. 102 pp. .  66 bl rck and
$hi tc photogrrphs.  l inc dfr l l ings.  or  d i : rgranrs-  Pr ice
A$1.15.  (Avl i lubl ( -  f ronr Sccfc l i r ry.  Nl i \1 Ne1 Scfv icc
s c c  \ ' o l .  1 1 .  n o .  l .  p .  6 5 1 .

Onc nlay fa i f l ! ,  *oncicr  why peoplc wr i tc  lcxtbooks.
Nl i rn! ,  conlr in no obviousl \ ,  novcl  idc i rs or  ncw inter-
p f e l r l i o n s .  O f l e n  t h e y  i r r c  s i n r p l y  l r a n s c r i p t i o n s  o f  i n
tofnrat ion cont : r inc( l  in  standafd woIks.  pr-csented
p r o s u i c l y  r s  v c t  r n o t h c f . ' t  h c  j u s t i f i c l l t i o n  f o f  t h i s  o n e
is wi th p i l r l icul i r f  rc fcrcnce to Ncw Zcir land bi fds ' .

Al l  r ighl .  nry b i rs h ls shou'n.  I l  is  anolher lextbook.
Hor ' "  \ re l l  docs i t  achievc i ts  s lated ai rn:  Ihc nrr in
l e x l  o r i g i n i r l l y  f o f n r e d  t  c h r p t e r  i n  B i o l o g y  f o f  S i x t h
Fornrs.  I  wi is  nrosl  in lereslcd in Fcatures of  the Ncw
T e l l a n c t  A v i f l r r n a  i r n d  B i r d s  r n d  N t l n  i n  N e w  Z e r l i r n d .' l_hc 

Iufgcst  sect ion dei t ls  r i th Anatonr) '  and Phl ,s io logy
of  I l i rds.  Thc I reatn)ent  herc is  unevcn.  a d isproport ion-
r lc  i rnrount .  2 l  pages.  being given to det i l i l ing minut i i lc
of  sk in.  fe l thers.  colofr t ion,  p lumrrgcs i rnLl  nroul t ,  \ \ 'h i le
i r l l  o lher lsnects of  anatonr,v and ph_rsio logy i l rc  deal t
$ i t h  i n  r  n r e r e  l l i .  I  c a n  o n l ! ,  h o p e  t h r t  s i x l h - l o r n t
Ncrv Zenl l rnclers i t rc  nol  expected to leafn thc lernt ino-
logy that  is  the i lu lhor 's  obsession.  Tcchnicnl  wor ds
scenr inc lLrded for  thci f  own sakc.  i tnd I  harc l ly  th ink
nr lny ncoph_vtes arc to be st intu lated by podothecu.
ncossopt i le.  honlochr onry or  vexi l l r .

An i r r i t r l in ! r  fe i t lLr fe is  the lack of  fc fefcnce to
i l lLrst f i l t ions;  rnother is  thc i lbsence of  Nn index.  The
f i rst  becruse onc nuy \ \ondcr just  whi l t  a p icture
i l lus lnr tcs or  Lrn\ , " i t t ingly re i td past  i1.  A di tgranl  of  the
r d a p t i ! e  r a d i i t i o n  o f  l ) e r * i n r  F i n c h e s  i s  r c p f o d u c u d
o n  p . 9 6 .  b u t  h l l v i n g  i r f r i v e d  t h e r e  l  c r n  n o  l o n g e :
rcrrrcnrbcr where i t  lvus refcf fcd to,  or  i f  in  fact  i t  $ 'as.' fh is 

denronsl f l lcs nry scconLl  i r r i ta l ion.  Whrt  is  * ,or 'sc
than yet  rnothcr iex lbook is  one wi th r in inadequatc
indcx.  

' lh is  
hook docs not  even have one-apparent ly

r  st | l r lcgem lo keep lhc cost  ( lo$n.  For lUnulely the' Int lcx 
ls ic l  of  Contcnts is  f : r i r ly  detai le(1.

T h c  b o o k  c o n t r i n s  n r n y  h a l f  t f u t h s :  t h e r e  i s  n o
b l i r r l ( i e r  i n  b i ' d s  ( p .  7 3 ) .  H e r i r s t s  c o r p u s c l e s  l t r e  c c f
l i r i n l y  n o t  1 l l c t i l e  ( p .  7 9 ) i  o n l y  a n t o e b o i d  c e l l s  m o v e
l lboul  indepcndenl ly  (  p.  97 )  :  a condi t ioned response
is r  ferct ion that  sccms inst inct ive bul  has bcen lerrncd
( p .  9 7 ) :  f l u i d ' f i l l e d  p l c u r a l  c a v i t i e s  a l l o w  f r e e  m o v e
nrcnt  by lhe lungs (p.  9 i l  ) r  b i r t ls  in coldcr  regions
l i ry  n lofc eggs (p.  l2) .  Sonre s l r tenrcnts nre obviously
l i t l s e :  p r i n r r l c s  u f e  t h e  o n l y  o t h c f  v e f t e b l l l t e s  ! r i t h
colour d iscf i r l r inal ion (p.  17).  Others seenr d i f f ic l l t  1o
jLrst i fy :  s ingin l  g ives pleasu|e to a b i rd (p.  65 ) ;  devclop-
nrcnl  of  locr l  d i r lects in l l  populat ion can givc I ise to
new spccics (p.  65) i  in robins.  lhe lendency to nel i ln isnl
i s  t h f o L r g h  n o c l e n y  ( p .  2 7 ) .  S o n r e  s l I l e n r e n l s  n r a y  c o n -
fLrsc readcrs not  s l r rdying bio lo!y.  Six lh form st  denl \
s i l l  honefLr l ly  upprcciate thI t  fc i r lhcf  ntusclcs i r rc con-
l r o l l t d  b v  t h e  \ y m p i l l h c l i c  n e | v o u s  s y ( t c n t  ( p .  4 5 ) .  B u t
n o  r r r c n t i o n  i s  n  d c  o f  l h c  p r r f l \ y | r p l l h c l i c  o f  e v e n
thc i rL l l r )n(nnrc nef \otr \  \ \ ' \1cnr,  How nt tn! ,  ndt  \ luLlenl
r c r d c f \  $ i l l  f c c L r l l .  i l  t l r e y  c v c f  k n e $ .  s U c h  f L r n c t i ( ) n r l
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' l  
he rLr thor 's  undcrstrn({ ing of  rn inr i r l  l )ehrv io(rr  rn( l

i ts  stuLly does Dot rppcrr  s l rong.  l lchuviour i \  to Lre
in lerpr 'e leLl  in lc fnrs o l  i ts  e l r r rses in the r l l ind of  lhc
b i  ( p . 9 3 ) .  H e  f c e l s  t h r r t  l h c  s t 0 d y  o f  h i f d  b c h r t v i o L r f
l radi t ional ly  h!s been rppl ied lo the bfcc( l ing sers()n
r u n d  t h a t  L r c k s  ' l - i f c  o f  l h e  R o b i n  i s  a  s t i n r u l 1 I l j n g
cxrnrplc of  $,hat  c: rn Lrc achieved by beha!;ouf  wofk in
l h e  L o r c n z " T i n b c r g e n  l r t d i t i o n  ( p .  9 4 ) .  I n t c f c s t i n g  i d e l | s
l r c  r n f o f l r n r t e l y  r n r c :  i r  n i c e  o n c  i s  t h i r t  h c i r d - b o b b i n g
of  wadcf \  n y rss is l  in jLrdging dist i rncc by qLr ick
c o n r p a l i s o n  o f  r w o  p o i n l s  o f  v i c \ \ '  ( p . 7 5 ) .

Flxefc iscs iof  pr i rc l icr l  *ork i l re suggcslcd.  l \ { i rny of
lhesc afc pufely dcscf ipt ivc Lrnd nrcch.rn ic i r l .  Sonre
group exercises seenl  designed 1()  kcep s ludcnls b l rsy-
c o l r n l i n g  b r r b u l e s  o n  l e u l h e r s .  f o r  c x a n r p l e  ( n . 4 5 ) .
Fl r lhLrs i : rst ic  s ludents r r re cven cncour i rged to count r l l
lhc ler lhers on i l  b i f i . l .  Sludies of  l i ic  h istory enphls isc
thc conl f ibLr l ion thcy c i rn nrukc to ofn i lhologicxl  know'
lcc lgc.  wherci ls  in fxct  thc ra in contr ibLr l ion wi l l  be
t o  t h e  s l L r d e n l  i n  l e l r f n i n g  l e c h n i q l l e s  o f  o b s e r v a l i o n
and recofding.  As such.  lhese projects wi l l  be no less
c x c i l i n g  1 o  l h e  s t u d c n l .  i n  o r  o u t  o f  s c h o o l ,  i r l f e a ( l y
c n t h r s i r s t i c  a b o u l  b i r ' d s

An cxcel lent  ferr lu |e of  lhc book is  i ls  rcgulur
rcference to nror 'e i rc lvrrnced discrrssions.  of ten thc
sources,  of  cer la in scct ions.  This is  r ) l i l f red only by i ts
bcing sonrewhal  oLrt  of  dr te.  More recenl  i ld( l i t ions
in arcas cover 'ed by the authof  r ight  inc lLrdc:  Fi l rncl
i t n d  K i n g  ' A v i r n  I l i o l o e y ' .  l 9 7 l  ( A c r r d e m i c  P r e s s ) l
( i rcenclvr l l t  ' t l i rd Song: Acoust ics rn( l  Phyl i io logy' .
1 9 6 1 J  ( S n r i t h s o n i e n  I n s t i t u l i o n  P r c s s ) :  r n ( l  S p a r k s  ' B i f d

B c h a v i ( J u r ' .  1 9 6 9  ( H l r r r l y n ) .  l t  n l i g h t  a l s o  b e  w o r t h
not ing thr l  a new checkl is t  of  thc b i rds of  New Zei l l rnd
wlrs publ ished in 1970. rnd thr t  Inorc Up to-date in-
fofn i i l t ion on bi rc l  photography lh i rn in Hoskings 19,14
b o o l  i s  c o n l a i n e d  J n  H o s k i n g  a n d  N c w b e r r y  s  ' l l i r t l

I r h o l o ! f L r p h y  l l s  r  H o b b y .  l 9 6 l  ( S t i r n l e y  P l U l .  I - o n d o n ) .

Pcr 'hrps I  have been Lrnduly hr fsh in c lnphls is ing
werkncsscs rather lhrn s l renglhs.  V;cwed through my
previously px; fcssed bi rs.  fcw s l renglhs enrcrgc.  I t  is
r n f a i r  l o  c r i l i c i s e  a n  r u l L o r  f o r  l a i l i n g  t o  l c h i e v c
things hc ncveI  at lcnrptcd to lchicvc.  I  f i i l  1( ]  apprcci l l le
thc sr t is f rct ion one gels f ronl  wf i l ing i l  new lexlbook
in L in o ld l le ld l  i t  s( '  rarc lv seeIns:r  crer t ive rct iv i ly-
only s l isht ly  more $ than rcvicwing.  Thc pl icc of
thc book is  lor , '  endrgh th i r t  i1  should at t ract  lhosc not
,vct  sumcient lv  embarkcd in ofn i lholog! '  1o huvc staf lcd
a reference l ibrnry.  In f rc l  i t  wi l l  bc v i l l l r i rb lc indced
i l  rea, : l  by those never hrv ins dcl lcd ;nto bas;c
orni tholosy rnd i1 crn be fccomnrende( l  lo lhcm. RLl t
thcy should fcoremircf  that  thc book is : r inred r t  school
stLr( lcnts do;ng l I  b io logv coufse rnd thr l  mrny . le l r i ls
nr i ty  sccnr i r fc lcvant  to thcnr.  Goird strndLl fd works
on orni (hology nfc bcconr ing nrore rcccs\ ib lc:  Van' fyne 

i lnd Ber.qe s 'F ndanrcnl i r ls  of  Ofni lhology'  (624
np) is  nor l '  avr i l l rb le in l l  papcfback edi l ion for  aboLrt
1 j ,1.00.  For thosc i ] l fcadj /  in i ( i r t1rd und interestcd in Netv
Zerhnt ls  b i rds.  pp 12'41 of  lhc present hook nrrrkc
good supplenrcntury r 'cading.
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