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Albatross Island, Tasmania

Location: 40° 22" S., 144° 40" E.; about 12 km
west of the most northern point of Hunter Island
in western Bass Strait.

Status: A State Reserve under the control of the
Tasmanian National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Description: About 1.5 km north-south by 0.5
km cast-west. Cliffs rise to about 35 m on the
castern side with a ramp-like slope to the western
shore. A deep gully running between gulches
on the castern and western sides almost bisects
the island, About 20 m above sea level with
entrances from ecach wall of the gully are two
large caves, cach some 100 m long by 15 m
wide and up to 10 m high. The southern end
of the south cave opens into a pit about 100 m by
25 m with walls rising to about 15 m—the
albatross “trap”. The Island is composed of
siliccous conglomerate and rocky outcrops arc
prominent. The soil is sandy and supports low-
growing vegetation including Round-leaf Pigface
Disphyma australis which forms a carpet in many
places, Coastal Saltbush Rhagodia baccata,
Rookery Senecio Senecio spathulatus and Tussock
Grass Poa caespitosa. There is no lighthouse,
human residence or fresh water supply on the
Island.

Landing: The opportunities for comfortable
landing arc rare, being dependant upon favourable
sca conditions. There is no beach and landings
must be made from a small boat onto the rocks.
The east and west gulches and an inlet on the
northern end have been used as landing places
depending on the conditions at the time. When
suitable, the castern gulch provides the casiest
access.

Ornithological History: Matthew Flinders®
brictly described the TIsland in 1814, referring
1o it as being almost white with birds and the
shore and caves stocked with seals when he

® Silhouette of Albatross Island from the east.
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and George Bass visited and named it in Decem-
ber 1798. In December 1832, George Augustus
Robinson (Plomley™) found the seals gcmE and
the albatrosses being depleted by birders who
were Killing them for their feathers which were
then fetching the equivalent of up to twenty
cents a Kilogram in Launceston. When W. H. D.
Le Souef' and H. P. C. Ashworth landed in
November 1894 they found the breeding popu-
lation reduced to a little over 300 pairs while in
November 1909 E. D. Atkinson and W. J. T.
Armstrong® considered the number below 300
pairs. When Donald Thompson® visited the Ts-
land in December 1927 he considered that the
albatrosses  were increasing. In January 1960
D. Macdonald and R. H. Green® estimated about
670 pairs were present and at the end of January
1973 Green® cstimated the breeding population
at about 1500 pairs,

Historical references to other bird species on
the Island are virtually non-cxistent, except for
the 1960 visit.

Breeding Seabirds and Status

Eudyptula minor Little Penguin—Occurs in hun-
dreds, scattered over most of the Island where it
breeds in burrows and rock crevices during the
spring and summer.

Diomedea  cauta White-capped  Albatross—The
breeding colony which numbered about 1500
pairs in 1973 is apparently increasing in strength
after the depredations of the last century. (Sec
previous  “Ornithological History®). It is now
divided into four separate parts, apparently the
fragmented remains of a once vast single colony.
In January 1973 the numbers were: main colony
1100, north-cast colony 250, south-cast colony
130 and west colony 25 (sce map).

Pachyptila turttr Fairy Prion—Many hundreds
breed in burrows and rock crevices over most of
the Island. During the January 1973 visit the
nestlings were well advanced, many with their
subadult plumage almost complete.

Puffinus  tenwirostris - Short-tailed  Shearwater—
Hundreds, possibly thousands, breed in burrows
in the sandy soil on the exposed top of the
Island.

Pelagodroma marina White-faced Storm-Petrel—
The finding of several desiccated carcases, in-

White-capped Albatrosses breeding on Albat-
ross Island.

Photo: D. Milledge

cluding one of a well-feathered nestling, during
the January 1973 visit, suggests that breeding
oceurs on the Island. Much searching failed to
produce any live birds or further evidence of
breeding.

Larus novaehollandiae Silver Gull—Two small
colonies were found in January 1973, one of
about 25 pairs on the north end and one of
about 15 pairs on the south end. Half grown
young were still present at the end of January,

Larus pacificus Pacific Gull—In January 1973 no
nests or young were found but several pairs
were present and their behaviour suggested that
onc or two pairs had bred.

Factors Affecting Status

Early in the nineteenth century, first sealers,
then birders slaughtering the birds for their
fcathers severely interferred with the albatross
colony®. Further interference occurred later in
that century when guano traders attempted to
commercialise the deposits'. Since the carly part
of this century the Island has had little distur-
bance by man. No introduced mammals have
been found, while predation and mortality now
appear to be limited to natural causes.

In January 1973 ectoparasites, including ticks,
fleas and lice were very numerous on most
species but the only apparent adverse effect was
from the ticks [fxodes cundyptidis. These were
in hundreds in the nests bencath many of the
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TABLE |
Recoveries of Whitc-cappcd Albatrosses banded on Albatross Tsland, Tasmania,

Band Date Date How Distance &
Number Banded Recovered Recovered Location Direction
140-01055 19. 1.60 - 5.60 Dead At banding place. 7 —
140-01033 19. 1.60 ? 6.60 Alive 19 km east of Wollongong, NSW. 885 km NE,
140-01044 19. 1.60 15. 7.61 Dead  West Rosebud Beach, Port Phillip Bay. Vic, 225 km N.
130-14077 19. 1.60 6.11.61 Dead  Maatsuyker Island, Tas. 386 km SSE.
130-13082 19. 160 10. 5.62 Alive

130-13082 19. 1.60 17. 5.62 Dead
130-13023 19.
140-01041 19.
130-13019 19.
130-14076 19,
130-14056 19.

.60 1964 Dead
.60 15.11.67 Dead

Robe. SA,

563 km NW.

: Near South End SA about 80 km south-east of Robe. 485 km NW.
.60 7.11.62 Alive At banding place.

.60 7.11.62 Dead At banding place.
No data provided by finder. s
16 km north-west of banding place. 16 km NW.

.60 13. 4.69 Alive 113 km south of Cape Woolamai., Vic, 113 km NNEF.
130-14028 19. 1.60 5.10.69 Alive 16 km west of Currie, King Island. Tas. 97 km WNW.
place. —
130-22272 3. 1.73 11. 4,73 Alive  Between Albatross Is. and South Black Rock, Tas. 1T km S,
140-42152 31. 1.73 13. 4.73 Alive 5 km north-west of North Black Rock, Tas. 8 km NNW.
140-05188 31. 1.73 14. 4.73 Dead 5 km cast of Albatross Island. Tas. 5 km E.
140-02028 31 1473 24. 473 Dead 5 km  south of Arthur River, Tas. 80 kin S

130-22142 31,
140-02023 31
130-22209 31.

.73 17. 5.73 Dead
73 14. 7.73 Dead

Barwon

3

1
1
1
1
1
|
140-01070 19. 1.60 26. 1.73 Alive At banding
|
1
I
|
1.73 31. 473 Dead  Three Hummock Island, Tas.
1
|

19 km FSF-

Heads, Vic. 233 km N,
3 km south of West Point Lighthouse, Marawah. Tas. 64 km S.

young Albatrosses, attached to the bare skin
bencath the bill and to a lesser extent on the
fect. In extreme cases infestation apparently
caused death which was preceded by the bird
becoming listless and weakened until it collapsed
in its nest. There were fewer fatal cases in 1973
than in 1960,

Other Seabirds Recorded

Pelecanoides wrinatrix Diving Petrel (remains)
Phalacrocorax  carbo  Black Cormorant
Phatacrocorax  fuscescens Black-fTaced Cormorant
Haemaropus fuliginosus Sooty  Oystercatcher

Banding
First banding visit 19 January 1960.

Eudyptula minor—66  nestlings (subadult)
banded in January 1973, No recoveries to date.

Diomedea cauta—1302 nestlings (304 in 1960;
998 in 1973) and 4 adults banded in 1960.
Of the 304 nestlings banded in 1960, ninc have
been recovered away from the Island and three
were recaptured at banding place; seven of the
nestlings banded in 1973 have been recovered
away from the banding place already (sce Table
1).

Pachytula turtur—100 nestlings banded in 1960.
No recoveries to date.
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