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SEABIRD ISLANDS

V o l .  1 1 ,  N o .  4

N o . 4

Albatross Island, Tasmania

Locat ion :  40"  22 '  5 . ,  144 '  40 'E . ;  about  12  km
west of thc most northern point of Hunter Island
in wcstcrn Bass Strait.

Status: A State Rescrve under the control of the
Trsmanian National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Description: About l .-5 km north+outh by 0.5
ktn east-west. Cli lTs rise to about 35 m on thc
castcrn sidc with a rampJike slope to the western
shore. A deep gully running between gulches
on thc castcrn and wcstern sides almost bisects
thc island. About 20 m above sea level with
cntranccs from each wall of the gully are two
lrrgc caves, cach somc 100 m long by 15 m
rvide and up to 10 m high. The southern cnd
of thc south cavc opens irto a pit about 100 m by
2-5 m with walls rising to about 15 nr-the
albatross "trap". The Island is composcd of
sil iccous conglomerate and rocky outcrops are
pronlinent. The soil is sandy and supports low-
growing vegetation including Round-lcaf Pigfacc
Displtvmu arislralrs which forns a carpct in many
places, Coastal Saltbush R/ra.qodia haccata,
Rookcry Scnccio Senecio spathulatus and Tussock
Grass Pr.ra c'aespitosa. There is no lighthouse,
humrn rcsidcnce or lresh watcr supply on the
Is land.

Landing: The opportunities tor comfortable
landing arc rare, being dependant upon favourable
sca conditions. There is no beach and landings
must be made from a small boat onto the rocks.
The east and west gulches and an inlet on the
northcrn cnd htrve been used as landing placcs
dcpcnding on thc conditions at the time. When
suitablc, the eastern gulch providcs the casiest
acccss.

Ornithological Historv: Matthew Flindcrs2
briefly dcscribed the Island in I814, rcferring
to it as being almost white with birds and the
shore and caves stocked with seals when he

. Silhoucttc ol Albatross Island lt'on tlrc aqst.
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r ( ( ) l I n - i l l n  {H t ! , [ ] 1 ( \  )  l oun t l  t hc  r c l r l s  gon i  l nd
l l r .  :  l l ) r . L r , \ \ . \  l r r i | l - u  LJcp le l ed  h1  h i r Jc r i  who
! \ . ' r .  l r l l | | ] - u  t l t c t ) t  l t r r  t hc i r  l c l r t l r c r s  r r h i ch  u t . rC
t l r c n  l ( l ( h i n !  l h .  ( L I u i r r l ( n t  o f  U n  ( o  t i c r r t v
L ( r l l .  i r  k i l L , ! r : r I l t  i n  L . r u r r . e . t o n .  W h e n  W .  H .  D .
l-c Soucl r ancl IL P. C. Ashrvorth lrnt leci in
Novcnrbcr lt i9,1 rhc\ found thc brcecling pi4ru_
l i l t ron  rcdLrccd  to  i t  I i t t l c  ovcr  300 pa in  i vh i l c  in
i . \ovcnrbcr  1909 E.  D.  A tk inson r ind  W.  J .  T .
/\rlrstrongl considcrcd thc numbcr bclorv 300
I t r r i r s  .  \ \ h . n  D , r n r l , l  T h o n r p s o n -  r j s i r c L l  r h e  l s .
l r r ! t ( l  I t  DC( .  thur  lQ lT  I te  cor r . i t l ( rcJ  lh i l t  t l l c
i i lbatrosscs \\ 'crc incrcasing. In January 1960
D. M;rcclonald antl R. H. Grccnr cstiuatcd about
670 plirs wcrc prcscnt i lnd rt thc cnd of Januarv
1973 Grccn i r  cs t in ra tcd  thc  b rced ing  popu ia t io i r
l t t  r rbou t  1500 pa i rs .

H is to r ica l  rc fc rcnccs  to  o thcr  b i rc l  spcc ics  on
thc  I : land  .a rc  v i r - tua l l y  non-cx is tcn t !  cxccp t  fo r
thc  I9 ( r0  v is i t .

l lreeding Seabirds and Status

Iltrt lrptulu rl l lr.)r L-itt le l)cnguin-Occurs in hun-
(lrc(ls, scilttcrcd o\,cr ntost of thc Island where it
brt 'ctls in burrorvs ancl rock crcviccs during thc
sp f rng  i tnd  sun ln tc r .

I)iontcdcu (.ar1tr1 Whitc-clppcd Albatross-Thc
brcctl iuq colony rvhich nunrbcreci about l-500
pa i rs  in  1973 is  i lpparcn t lv  inc rcas ing  in  s t rc tg th
l l t c r  thc  dc l ) rcda t ions  o f  thc  las t  ccn tury .  (Scc
p lcv ious  'Orn i thokr -q icn l  H is to ry ' ) .  I t  i s  now
ilividcri irrto Iour scllaratc parts, apparcntly thc
Irirqnrclttcd rcrniLins of a oncc vast singlc colony.
ln  Janu l r r \  l t )7 - l  thc  nunbcrs  rvc rc :  n ta in  co lony
1100.  nor th -c i l s t  co lony  250,  south-eas t  co lony
l l0  r r r r t l  rvcs t  co lony  25  (sce  map) .

I 'tu lt l tt i lu l// /1.r. Fairy Prion Many hundrcds
brccri in btrrrows and rock crcviccs ovcr most ol
thc  l s l r rnd .  Dur i r re  thc  January  1973 v is i t  the
Icstl inlts \\erc ucll udvanccd, rlany tvith their
subut lu l t  p lL rnn lc  a ln tos t  con tp lc tc .

I ' trff i ttrrs tr:twirosr' ir Short-tl i le(l Shearwater-
Hurtdrcils, possibly thousands, brced in burrorvs
in thc sunclv soil on tirc cxposed top of thc
I s  l r r n d .

l 'cItgolrornu irrri l irrn Wlritc lxccd Storn]-l 'ctrcl-
I hc l incling ol scvcral dcsiccatecl carcascs, in-

Dcccntbcr, I973

a White-cdppd Allntros.st,s brcctling or.t Albat_
ros,r Island.

Pholo: D. Millcdse

cluciing one of l wcll-feathcrecl nestl ing, cluring
thc .lanurry lg73 visit, suggcsts that 

-brccdin!

occurs on the Island. Much scarching failccl to
prodlrcc i lny l ivc bircls or furthcr cviclcncc of
brcctl ing.

Lurus ttov qc futl lairt l lr ic Silvcr Gull-Two small
colonies wcrc found in January 1973, onc ot
i lbout 25 pairs ot'r thc north cnd and onc of
itLrout l -5 pairs on thc south cnd. Half grown
young wcrc  s t i l l  p rcscn t  a t  t l t c  cnd  o f  January .

Lurtrs pacil ictrs Pacil ic Gull-Tn .lanu;rry 1973 no
nests or young wcre found but scvcrll pairs
wcrc prcscnt nd thcir bchaviour suggcstcd that
onc or two pirirs had brcd.

Factors Afiecting Stahls

Early in thc ninctccnth ccntury, I irst. sealcrs,
thcn birdcrs slaughtering thc birds for their
lcathcrs sevcrely intcrfcrrcd \ith the albatross
colonyr. Further intcrfcrcnca occurred later in
that ccntury rvhen guano tradcrs attcmptcd to
cornnrcrciulisc thc dcpositsr. Sincc the carly part
of this century thc lsland has had litt lc distur-
blncc b1, man. No introclucccl manrmals have
bccn 1'ound, rvhilc prcdation and nlortality now
xppcar 1() trc l imited to n!ltural causes.

ln  January  1973 cc toparas i tcs ,  inc lud ing  t i cks ,
l lcas and licc rvcrc vcrv nurrcrous on most
spccics but thc ool) i lPparcnt udvcrsc cffcct was
Irorrr thc ticks 1.ro(1c.! ctrt lyptidi.s. Tltcsc wcrc
in hundrcds in thc ncsts bencath nranv oI thc
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TABLE I
Recovcries oI White-cappcd Albltrosscs bundcd on Albatross Island, l asnania.

Vo l .  11 ,  No.  4

l:]ancl
N  un lbe r

Datc
l lantlcd

Datc
Recovered

How

1 .10  0105  i
l : 10 -0 l0 l l
r . l0-010.14
130 -  1 ,1077
I l0- I  I0lr 2
I l 0 -  I  l 0 r i 2
l l 0 -  1 3 0 2 1
r .10  { J t0 .1 l
l l 0 -  I l 0 l 9
I : l t )  I 4076
I r0 -1 ,1056
t30- I ,102l l
r , { 0 -01070
110-)2212
1.10-.12 t-52
I .10 05 l l { l t
1.10-0202It
i : r 0  221 '12
1 .10  02023
I ]0 -22209

1 9 .  1 . 6 0  _ . 5 . 6 0
r9 .  1 .60  9 .  6 .60
1 9 .  1 . 6 0  1 5 .  7 . 6 1
1 9 .  1 . 6 0  6 .  | . 6 1
r 9 .  I . 6 0  1 0 . 5 . 6 2
r 9  1 . 6 0  t ' 7 . 5 . 6 2
1 9  1 . 6 0  7  _ t  1 . 6 2
l e .  1 6 0  7 . | . 6 2
1 9 .  L 6 0  1 9 6 4
1 9 .  1 6 0  I 5 . l  i . 6 7
19 .  1 .60  11 .  1 .69
t 9 .  L 6 0  5 . 1 0 . 6 9
19 .  L60  26 .  i . 73
i  I  L7 i  11 .  1 .73
I  l .  L73  I 3 .  4 .7 : l
3  l .  t . 7 3  1 4 .  1 . 7 3
I  L  LT l  24 .  1 . ' 73
l l .  l . 7 l  l l . , { . 7 : l
- r  I .  L7 t  I 7 .  5 .73
l l .  1 . 7 3  1 1 . ' / . 7 1

R..^vpr^,r  I ) js tancc &
J oc.r t ron l ) i rcct io l t

D r : . J  {  L ' . r n c j ; n t  I i r c c .
A r l v e  l q  I J  e r r . t  , , i  \ \  r , l l , , n r u n r .  \ S \ \ .  x F :  k | l )  N lL lc : . .1  \ \ c . l  i {o .chr .d  t t c : .1h .  i ,u l r  p t r . l ip  Br r .  V i i .  i : i  i l i i  i l
l i i l l  l i , , : l : ! f l  

rsirn'r r 's ,\{ '  k,,, s'r
o..,r N",, s.iiil, F_nrl sA dbu,,r 80 rn, so.lh,ei,sr.r o"r," ili Ii]] lW.A l r ve  { t  h i r nd ine  D l . r ( r _
Dc : . , 1  { r  t - i , n . t i n | r  ; l :  J . .
DcJJ  \ o  . , , , r . ,  pLo i i J r , t  t - v  f i nJe r .
De : ' J  l r , .  ̂  r  n , ,  h  $e . .  , i r  h . r n ,1 i n , ,  p l :  : r .  l r ,  k j . .  \ q .
+l i ' .  ] l r .  kJ, r  \nL, th ot  C,Lpe \ \o , i l r rmai .  V ic .  r i i  i , "  i . ] i l r
l l l : :  l !  \ ' , '  r { . r \ r  n f  Cu/J ic .  Krnq rs t i rnd.  . t . i rs .  ' r?  

i ; ; j . i l }Nw
^'iiii il,"1;i',1i,,,.11,:i '. ",, su,,,n fr.,.k r{,,.r .r.,!. , rr' s
JlrlJ i i i l i : :: l^]," '^i l,): ln!. ltJf l":k | .. I l i i ;  i .*I ) c , . . l  i  \ r r r  . u  r r r  , ' t  A f t h r r r  t ( i \ c r .  T . , . .  - n  i , , ,  ! .

3:': l '1i[:""ti 'Jl]ri 'kvr\r' 'nJ r: ' '  
, l l  l l : l i : '23 i  kn r  NDcrd I knr \ourh oi Wesl t ,oin1 Lishlhouse. t l tnrrwrh. .r-as. - i i  

j i ; j ;  S

young Albiltrosscs, attachcd to thc bilrc skin
bcnc'i l th t ltc bil l  rnd to l l lcsser cxtcnt on thi3
lcct. In cxtrcmc cascs infcstatiot] appnrcntly
causcd. dcuth which rvas prcccded by itre tir i
bcconring l istlcss i lnd rveakencd unti l i t collapsed
rn lts ncst_ Thcrc rvcrc fcwer fatal cases i[ i973
th : tn  in  196O.

Other Seabirds Recorded

I.'-t l r u n i rl ts t r i u a r ri r Diving petret \ renrarns )
I ' l ta l ( t ( t1) t  t ) t  . r  r?rr  bo t ] l i lck Corntorant
l ' lnkurntut  / / r . r r  ( , . r?,r . \  Bluck faccd Colmorrnf
I lkntot . ) t )  s  fu l iq inons Sooty Oyslerc| tcher

Banding

F i rs t  b lnd ing  v is i t  I9  Janu l ry  I960.

Etrdt'ptu[u nitrtr 66 ncstl ings (subaclult)
bandcd in January 1973. No recovcries to tlate.

D io t r r tc la t t  cq t t tu - \3O2 ncs t l ings  (304 in  1960;
998 in  1973)  and 4  adu l ts  bandcd in  1960.
Of thc 304 ncstl ings banded in 1960, ninc havc
bscn rccovcrcd nrvay fronr thc Island and threc
wcrc lccapturcd at brnding placcl scvcn of the
ncstl ings b{ndcd in I973 have bcen recovered
arvay from thc banditg place already (sce Table

Pd t l t t t t t l a  u . ! t t t t r  
. lO , )  ncs t l i ngs  b l r n r l cL l  i r r  I o6O.

r ' !o rec,)\ 'cnr-s to Ll i l  tc.
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