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Little Wattle-bird Bandine
at North Ryde, l{ew South Wales

S. C. LANE

Little Wattle-birds Anthochqera chrysoptera have been banded at
North Ryde, N.S.W. since May 195g, as part of an overall long_term
area survey. In just over 14 years to the end of May 1973, g4 Little
Wattle-birds have been banded.

Although they are present in the area through_
out thc ycar, they often keep to the higfrer
vcgetation, avoiding the mist nets which 

-arc

thc trapping rncthod used.

A total of 356 banding visits occurred in the
pefloo,, avcraglng nlote than two per month.
Intervals betwccn visits vary; in summir the visits
zrre usually nronthly, but in winter when Banksia
.r/)/).. mostly B. crici lolia provide good a raction
lu r  honeyer lc rs  rnd  s i l vc re ;es .  one and some-
timcs two visits are made each week. However, a
bushfire in November 1964 burnt out the area
and only l0 visits were made during 1965. Also,
only fivc visits were made in 1968 because of
thc extrcmely dry conditions that year. At that
t i rne  thc  vegetar ion  hr rd  on l ;  par t l y  recovered
l l le r  rhe  f i rc  and thcrc  wrs  l i t t le  r t r rac t ion  lo r  the
birds. Even during the winter (of 1968) the
catches wcre particularly small-l9 birds in thrce
visits bcing the winter total.

by a cat; one was reported ' in some distress-
died latcr'; and two caught at othcr banding
stations wcre 'rcleased with band,. Also, one bird
banded at Lane Cove was rccaptured at North
Ryde (Lane 1962) .

Table 1 shows the nunber of individuals
caugh^t during each month during the 14 years.
Thc l lgures include all individual birds ha;dled
in e_ach month, whether prcviously banded or new
birds.

_ Although Litt le Wattle-birds fecd regularly on
thc. flowcring 8.. ericilolia, most wcie caught
during the months of March and April, althorigh
the banksia is at its best f lowerinf with neciar
urur l l y  f ro rn  Mrry  ro  Ju ly .  They  . rc  r l so  c t -
tri lcled lo B. tndrginata which is ruthcr sparsclv
sca t le rcd  - lh rough the  area  rnd  normrr l l y  i s  in
flower slightly earlicr thln B. ericilolia. Any
other rcasons for better catches in the month.s
stated are not apparent.

Wi th  onc  cxcc l l ion  the  e lapscd t in re  be twecn
bund ing  t la rc  un t l  d r re  o f  las t  rc t r rpp ing  h ts
been from one month to 43 months. Th6 one
exception was 10 ycars and 2 months which is
the longest recordcd [or thc species.

Comparison

By comparison, at Dufiy Forcst sorne 13 km
rorth of the North Ryde site, 86 Little Wattle_
birds have been bandcd. The banding has been
rather irrcgular with 72 visits in thc 11 years
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Banding Data
Thc sumnary oi Littlc Wattle-bird banding
follows:

Banded
Individuals rctrapped

84
1 4  ( 1 6 % )

Nunber of times retrapped .. . .. 21
Recovered away from banding place 6 (7%)

The recoveries away from the banding place
rangcd from 0.9 km to 4.8 km. Two birds were
reported dead (no other details); one was killed
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since Junc 1962. Most of the visits were during
thc  rnonths  o l  Mry  to  August .  w i th  no  v is i t i
dur ing  Novcmber .  December  o r  Janur ry .  N inc
birds wcrc rctrappcd 1l t imes and the longest'clapsed timc' was 73 months but no recoveiies
wcrc rcported elsewherc.

Thc absence of rccovcrics rnay be duc to
gcographical differenccs as the area within a
radius of -5 km from the Dufiys Forest sitc is
nostly sandstone heath and bushland, a very
largc part bcing within the Ku-ring-gai Chasc
National Park. The portion outside thi Park is
rathcr thinly populated whcreas the area sur-
rounding North Ryde is more closely settled.
This undoubtcdly is the main reason for the
rccovcrics in that area.

At Weeney Bay near Kurnell, N.S.W., H.
Battam ( I 962 ) banded 1 14 Litt le Wattle-birds
bctwccn March 1959 and July 1962. Only three
wcre rctrapped at the banditg place where
banding ceased in 1963. From the 128 birds
bandcd thcrc to that t ime, only two were re-
qoyqlgd-ene 10 km west and one 3.2 km south
o f  thc  b rnd ing  p l rce .

Measuremcnts and Weights

]]0 lco 390
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a Figure l. Histognn of vi,tg span
Ircn1 19 bitds.

nreasurements for 49 birds, There are clear peaks
with thc lower range from 345 mm to 375 mm;
the average of 25 measured was 364 mm. The
higher range was from 385 mm to 413 mm
with an average of 402 from 23 measured. Al-
though the sample is small it provides a basis
for further work.

As expccted, a definite wing-span variation oc-
curred with some individuals caught on nore
th.rn one occasion. One bird, recorded as 'free

flying' (i.e. of unknown age) when banded, had
the following wing-span measurements:

During thc latcr ycars at North Ryde, wing- Banded 12.4.71
span nlclsurcmcnts and weights have been taken. Retrappcd 16.4.72
Thc histogram (Fig. 1) shows thc wing-span Rctrrffed 6.7.72

4O2 mm
413 mm
413 mm

TABLE 1
Thc number of Lit t le Watt le bir. ts ( individuals) c:rught each nonth at North Ryde.

Ye r r  J  an . Feb . Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sepi.
Number of

Oct. Nov. Dcc. Total Visits

1 1 6
3 3 4
5  5 3
6  5 1

10 39
8 1 7

l0

l 9
1 5
2 1 8

17 22
24 24
19 22
9 9

2
r 1 1

3 1
2 1

I
I

1

I
3 1  2 l

2 4

l t
2 2 1

2 2
1 1 2 2

2 4 5 1
1 6 1 4 2

2 4 3 4
? 3 3 1

1 9 5  9
r960
l 9 6 l
1962
1963
1964
196-5
1966
1967
1968
1969
19',7 0
1971
1972
t973

Iotr ls 7 l 6
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1 l 105 356l l
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TABLE 2
Dala fronl spccimens in the Australian Museum. Measurements arc rn

ln grams.

Dcccmber, 1973

mill imetres and weights arc

Rcgister
Number

Date
Collectcd

Wing
Span Wing Weight

0.121'77
0 .42516
0.44223
0 .4  t 964
o.12967
0 .43414

4 . 1 1 . 6 6
2 .  8  . 67
8 .  8 .72

2 8 . 5 . 6 6
L  U .68
J n n . 6 9

year
year

395
397
398
364

353

127
127
t28
1 t 4
l t 4
1 1 7

43 .5
Adult
Fi lst
F i r s t

6
6
J
9
I
I

78 .0
63.2
72.5

.  Su-ch  var i r r t ion  occurs  in  young b i rds  fo l low ing
the  hr -s r  n )ou l t  o f  the i r  ju ren i le  f l ighr  fea thcrs .
A  . l igh t  

. inc rc lse  mi ly  a lso  occur  in  subscquent
yc i r r \ - i l \  ind ic l l cd  by  H.  J .  dc  S .  D isnqy  1  1Q66. )
with Ntw Hollrlnd Honeycltcrs Mcliori is novqe-
ltotldntl iac. Also an Errsrcrn Spinel:, i l l  Acanthor-
Itynclus tenrirostrrs, immatuie when banded,
incrctscd its wing span by 10 mm; it was re_
capturcd a number of t irnes within the following
cight nlonths and the measurements were conl
sistcntly within one per cent. Then it was not
caught lgain from Novembcr to April whcn it
had obviously complcted a moult ind its wing
span was 222 nn, eight more than previously.
It wils retrapped on two later occasio;s when it
wr \  Inc i tsurcd  l r t  224 rn r l l  c i rch  t ime.

With Litt lc Wattle-birds the sex was recorded
in only two instanccs, both females determined
by_c loaca cxaminat ion ;  the i r  wr r rg  spans  wcre
365 mm and 370 mm.

^TJrc rveight rangc of the smallcr group was
4R 6q -e  .u i th  i rn  tvc r i rgc  o f  57  g  t ro rn  l2
wcr - rh ( ( l :  lo r  the  l i r rg ( r  p ro l lp  lhe  r rngc  66-83 g
\ \ r l l r  i rn  t \e ragc  o l  74  g  f rom l3  ue ighcd.

Data from specimcns in thc Australian Museum
te sct out in Table 2. Data from other speci-

mcns were excludcd because thc wing-.span
rncasurcmcnts were not taken, the birds were
juvenile with fl ighr feathers not fully emerged.
or thc nlcasurements were not ,stretched, and
tlrerefore not conrprrable. The data confirm the
scxual sizc differcncc which is obvious with the
bird in thc hand if not in thc ficld. However,
Ihcr ( '  i s  l  uc igh t  o rer l rp  r rnd  t l re re  rn r ry  bc  r r
s rze  ovcr l lp  be twcen smul l  young n ta lcs  lnd
r l rge  o td  tcn t t  tes .

Conclusion

As with other specics of honeycaters, the scx
of Litt le Wattle-birds may be deteflnined by
wrng-span measurement and probably by wing
meusuremcnt .  Jur  cn i l c  b i rds  w i th  w ing  pr imar ics
not fully emerged must be cxciudcd. There may
be some ovcrlap, but Litt le Wattlc-birds witir
a wrng span over 390 mm will be males and
those under 370 rnm will bc femalcs.

Howcvcr, further wing and wing-span measure-
mcnts are required particularly if thc sex can
be determined by other means.

Acknowledgements

. Mr Battam kindly made available his banding
data and Mr Disney providcd data from thi
nluseum spccimcns. Thcir assistancc is acknow-
ledged.

References
Bat l : rnr .  H.  (1962).  'Banding of  L i l l le  Wrt{e Bird

(Antlbchocm dtrJs('picti) at Weeney ]Iay', Aust-
Bi  Bqtuler  l t  

'1-8.

Disney,  H.  J.  de S.  (1966),  Bi .d in the Hand, l I ' l r r .
Bi t  t l  Bundq 4:  14-15.

Lane, S.  G. (  1962.) ,  'L i ( le Watt le-bi rd Wancler ings' ,
A  u . r t .  B i r d  B a t u l c r  1 : 3 8 .

S. G. Lane,
65 Wood Street,

Lane Cove, N.S.W.

80


