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Band ing  and observa t ions
have bcen car r ied  ou t  a t  r r ry
about  1 .5  k l r  nor th  eas t  o t
J a n u a r y  1 9 6 9 .
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of Brown Goshawks Accipitcr lq-tciatu:;
rcsidencc on Chain of Ponds Creek

Riverstone, New South Walcs, since

.Thc' hilbitat is opcn woodland intcrsperscd
w!1h -ql. lrssland; thc crcck Iincs are borclcrccl with
sllrnds of oaks Casttto-inu sp. and gums ELtcqlyptus

A scasonil l ntovclucnt appeilrs to co]rntcncc
littc in Jrnuury lncl f inishcs in July. Records
and -obscrvlt ious by other ornithologists tcnd to
conlirru this scasonal nrovcnlcnt. Fiorn rry ob-
serva t ions  thc  n tovcn lcn t  sce tns  to  be ' in  a
. , ,u t l r ( r l )  r l i r r t r i , ,n .  rh .  h i r t l .  f f1 ing  f ro r r r  l iehr l l
t r r ) l11(  r ( ( ,  i t r r ' l l \  I , )  th (  nor lh  i l c ru \s  l l t c  opcn
g l rss land to  thc  t in rbcr  r long  thc  c rcek  I ine .'I 'hcv 

lcavc 1hc urcit in thc samJ gcncral southcrly
c l i rcc l ion

A bricf analysis of K. A. t-l indwoocl's rccords
lbr thc Sydncy district shows most sightings
dunng i lu tun tn  anc l  w in te r  nonths .  A lso ,  s in -c
I  ( ) f ' ( )  Mr  { .  {  o j . l l l i rn  I  l r \ ' r s .  cor ) l I t .  J  h i ts  re_
c , ' r r l . r l  l r i .  u h r c r r ; r l i , , r r r  , r l  B r , r u n  C o s h r r w k s  a r
Toong lbb ic  Crcck  about  l6  km south-eas t  o f
R ivcrs tonc .  O l  67  s igh t ings ,  48  have been in
l tu tun ln  i lnd  rv in tc r  n ton ths .  ln  rne  sante  area
Mr  A.  K .  Mor r is  (pcrs .  conrm. )  has  rccorded
thcsc bif(ls rrcar his honte rrt Olcl Toongabbic and
J l ( , r r r  I l ) (  s ; r I t e  c r . , . k .  O l  l r '  r i g l l l i n p 5  l  l  \ . . r c
l , ' r  l l r \ ' p c f l u r l  i r l r t u r ] ) n  I o  u i n t . r  ( V l r r c h  t o  J u l l I .
Thc  n l t jo r i t v  o l  b i rc is  s igh tcd  by  h im wcre  in t
n ) i l tu rc .

Mv o* n obscr-r'ations ol t lrcsc birds at Rivcr-
stonc i lrc nlrde along about one km of thc crcek
imd n cstinlatcd 20 to 30 roshawks pass tltrougl.l
th is  i t rca  be twccn Fcbruary  nnd Ju ly  cach year .
lh (  i r  , ' c l . l l I r .  . (  i .  l t r ' r r r l r i td  h \  th . l  l l r r r rn  c r r l l s

, r i  \ , ' i . r  M i r re r .  \4 . t  - . t t t t l t r t  t t t t l i u t , t ,  l , l tL th t  t th ic l t
inhab i t  thc  c rcck  v ic in i tv .

Thc catching mcthod is an automilt ic slidiltg
door typc cage trap* which has a separatcd lower
colnpartment for thc 'bait ' . House Sparrows
Passer donlesticus, with food ilnd water provided,
lre used for this purposc. Thcy arc protcctcd
from injury by the small mesh wirc of thc lower
comparrmcnL

Thrce traps are sitcd tt intcrvals of about
100 m along the crcek; thcy arc in sight from
thc house lnd arc under rcgular obscrvation
throughout thc day.

Trapp ing  conrnrenccd in  January  1969,  and to
Apr i l  1973,  29  b i rds  had been bandcd;  thcsc
cornpriscd l2 immature tentales. 7 immaturc
rrales, 5 adult fcmales and 5 adult nrales. No
birds havc becn rctrapped at the banding place
Lrut onc rmnraturc rnalc bandcd on 30 January
1969 was rccovcrcd the following August ai
Warriewood, N.S.W. about 30 km ciast of Rive r-
stonc. It was lound in a pigeon loft and (merci-
fully!) relcascd by the pigeon fancier.

. Certainly not all the goshawks passing through
the area are caught. Somc apparcntly do not sce
the 'bait '  and sonctimcs others sccnr to i€jnore
thc baitcd traps. Goshawks appcar to bc irbsent
from thc arca ciuring the months of August to
Dcccmbcr. No obscrvations havc bccn madc
during these nlonths and although thc traps
were sct througlrout the yelr in 1969 and 1970,
no birds wcrc caught in that period.

"  Detai ls  of  thc t f i lp  wcre given in l j . r r ( / /x f  Ncr. r ,
N U m b e f  l l .  J L r n c  1 9 7 3 .  ! ! h i c h  i s  o n  p | l v l r c  c l c u _
l i l l r o n  1 ( )  | n c n t b c r s  o f  I h e  A L r \ l f n l i r n  B i f d - b r n d i n g
Schenrc.
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a IJrorrtt Gosltuttk (atlult nule).
Phoro :  S .  C; .  Lane

Most brccding occurs in the nearby mountain
ilrcirs outsidc thc Sydney district. Nesting nor-
rlr l l ly conrmcnccs towards thc end of Octobcr
or carly in Novenrbcr and young arc flying beforc
thc cnd of January. No doubt this would account
lor thc abscncc of brceding adults from August
to Deccmbcr but what of the non-brecding im-
nraturc birds? Thc rccords indicate that ap-
prrcntly there is a post-breeding dispcrsal and
nloven)cnt into thc coastal plain with a prc-
pondcrance of immalurc birds.

Thcrc is no nligratory colcentration as occurs
with a number of rrptors in other parts of the
world.

Furthcr banding and recovcries wil l provide
ndditional evidence of the movements and habits
of thcse birds and wil l contribute lurthcr towards
fi l l ing the gaps in the l ife history of this spccics.
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Editorial
Thc Bird Bandcrs Association is not uniquc

in expcriencing the currcnt inllationary trends.
In thc.past fcw ycars, costs halvc riscn aiarningly
and thc intpact oI thc Govcrnmcnt policy 

-to

c l i rn in i r tc  cunccs : , ion  pos t lg , .  Io r  pub l i cu i ions
( s u c l t  i r s  t h i s  J , ' u r n  ' 1 ,  * , '  i r d d  s u b r l i r n r i a l l y  t o
our problcm. After vcry carcful considcration, thc
Conrmittcc has decided to recommcnd that fron
I January I974 thc mcnbership subscription be
ra iscd  to  $5 .00  ($2 .50  fo r  jun io r  mcrnbcrs ) .

This is the first incrcase in five ycars-a rathcr
rcmalrkablc achicvcmcnt. Nevcthcless, considcring
thc levcl of currcnt valucs, the cost is snrall for
a Journal of this typc; it is sti l l  less than l0 cents
pcr wcck. We therefore hope that all mcmbers
will appreciate the nced for the incrcase and wil l
continue their membcrship and support, as sub-
scriptions are dcvoted entirely towards thc cost
of producing the Journal.

Unfortunirtely, it is not possible to satisfy all
mcmbcrs rcgarding style, for!]at and content of
thc Journal-somctimes thc Editor is dissatislied
with the content! But it is essential that most
mcnrbcrs leel thcy arc gctting value for their
rncmbcrship and a gratifying numbcr have indi-
cated thoir satisfaction. AlI co[.rplaints are studied
by the Committee, and the few reccivcd havc
rcvcaled a lack of knowlcdgc of the situation.

The continued success of thc Journal, and ot
the Association, is cntirely dcpcndcnt on tl]e
cfforts of the mcmbcrs. Many bandcrs hitve
valuablc information hidden in notc books and
records, information which should bc writtcn up
lor publication. Short, infornativc, factual notcs
arc nceded just as much as thc largcr, dctailed
prcsentations. Vcry few banclcrs forward infor-
nration suitable for Recovcry Round-up, c.g. on
longevity which is not normltl ly available othcr-
wisc. While thc Committee wclcotttcs constructive
crit icism, the grcat need is for practical support.

Finally, all nlembcrs can help by endcavouring
to obtain ncw membcrs for the Association.
Surely thcre must be many persons intercsted in
birds who would be plcascd to reccivc T/re
Australia,l Bird Bandar if they werc aware of its
cxistcnce and contcnts. Wc rcquest your assistancc
to obtain new membcrs who should bc informed
that membcrship of the Association involvcs no
obligation to become a bander. In fact, the
Journal could not cxist without our large number
of associate membets.

77


