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mittcc of thrcc has been appointcd to assumc
rcsponsibil i ty for its production. Thc members
of this committee are P. J. Fullagar, S. G. Lanc
and M,  D.  Mur r ly  (cha i rman) .

A main objective of this series is to ptoduce
an account of every Australian island on which
seabirds breed. It is intendcd to move as swift ly
as possible, tackling examples from each State
and Territory within Australia, to show the way.
Once the series is well on its feet it is intended
to fulf i l  another objective by bringing togelher
the available accounts region by region, and re-
producing them in a single, updated, and readily
acccssiblc form which may be slightly expanded
and wil l include photographs. Thus guides to
thc seabird islands of particular stretchcs of
coastl inc can be produccd.

A formal layout wil l bc followed to simplif l
the compilation ol each account, and to ensurc
quick reference to the information. The accounts
will appear island by island as cornpletely separ-
atc self-contained notes on the status of know-
ledge. Authors wil l be invited to contribute their
spccial knowledge to the series and we are sure
of their wil l ing co-operation. Much is already
known but these data require to be collated from
scattered Drivate notes and unwritten collectivc
cxpcrienccs.

It is to be hooed that "Seabird lslands" wil l
serve to stimulate further work. It \! i l l  not matter
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The Australian avifauna is moderately rich in seabirds, many
of which breed on the numerous offshore islands scattered around
thc coastlinc. Despite the number of islands, varying in size front
small coral cays, rock stacks, skerries and sandbanks to substantial
oceanic outcrops such as the Lord Howe lsland group, many have
been visited at some time by an ornithologist. But little has been
docunrented about what was found.

ln rcccnt ycars therc has bcen an increased
incentive to explore some of these hitherto re-
mote and seldom visited islands. Very largely
lhis has becn duc to thc enthusiasm of bird
banders, particularly those with an interest in
(he study of seabirds. In most instances there
has bcen no way to readily present their f indings.
Banding schedules tell of numerous visits to is-
lands, and of exciting discoveries, but give l itt le
or no details of breeding activity or sizc of
the brecding colonics. What clse occurred on
thc island? Was it easv to land and were the
colonies of seabirds readily lccessible? Are there
any conservation prohlems from erosion, human
disiurbance or developmcnt? Such information
nceds to bc brought to l ight.

Thc recently formed Australian Seabird
Group', sponsored by the RAOU through their
Ficld Investigation Committee, has as one of its
three init ial exerciscs-"the mapping of offshore
island seabird colonies". It is to be hoped that
this Cr()up cirn encour ge its memberi to get
out and record in a suitable manner the facts
nceded to compilc the seabird island rccounts.
Thc Australian Seabird Group wil l bc making
available forms and maps to assist the recording
of thc sort of information rcquired, and wil l col-
lcct and house these records. The Committee
of the Bird Banders Association of Australia has
decided to assist this proiect by publishing in
Tlte Australian Bird Bander a new serics to be
entit led "Seabird Islands" and an editorial com-
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that in many instanccs information is at f irst
skctchy. lt is important to publish what is known
and see that this is made morc gcncrally avail-
ablc. In f ct, it wil l bc a dcliberare editorial
policy to present incomplete accounts for thosc
islands which arc rarcly visited and havc bccn
cxamined only bricfly. This provisional informa-
tion should enablc subscquent visit ing parties to
rnukc  hcs t  use  o f  thc i r  r ime h1  d i reer ing  rhc i r
c f fo r ts  towi r rd . .  check ing  rnd  i ldd ing  lo  what  thc)
can see has alreadv becn done. Thc serics should
give impctus to thosc wishing to study further the
biology and ecology of scirbirds.

Thc  nccJ  l ( )  rcc t r rJ  lh i \  in fo rn t i r l iun  Fro$s
witlt incrcasing public dcmands for cnvironmental
c()nservrtion and for decisions on thc wiscst land
usc and natural resourccs managemcnt. Islands
changc na tura l l y  bo th  b io log ica l l y  and phys ica l ty ,
sonrctimes with amazing rapidity. and offshore
isiirnds arc no Iess vulnerable to man's intpact
than othcr habitats, indccd sonrc are ccrtainlJ
morc vulnerable to irrcvcrsible change. lt is
nccessary to know the facts beforc decisions cln
bc made in thc best intercsts of Man and wildlifc.
Thc purposc of this series is to prcscnt concisely
and accuratcl\ thcsc facts for thc scabird islands
of  Aus t r l l i a .  
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Editorial
'Scab i rd  Is lands '  i s  a  ncw ser ies  (sec  page l4 )

which wil l be publi.. lhed regularly in Th? Austrq-
lian Binl Bander. Its purposc is to provide concise
lccounts of thc many coastal seabird islands of
Austrirl ia. These accounts wil l provide a basc
from which futurc changcs may be measurgd-
an cssential if the causes of futurc fluctuations
in bird numbers are to be understood. Also, as
statcd in thc introductory articlc (sec pagc l2)
' i t is ncccssary b know thc facts before dccisions
cun bc madc in thc hcsl intcrcst of Man and
wi ld l i f c ' .

Dr Peter Fullager. who has bccn cntrustcd by
thc RAOU with thc general guidancc of thc
Australirn S:abird Croup, Durno Murray our
Prcsidcnt, and myself form the 'Editorial Com-
rnittec' for this serics.

Therc arc sevcral ornithological societies and
groups in Australia whosc interests are compli-
mentary and this series is evidence ol growing
co-operation in such mattcrs. The decision of the
Committec of the Association to publish the series
also rcnects thc policy to support where possiblc,
thc cndclvours of the nrembers.

I)uring Decenrbcr 1972. 3fi) breeding adult
Crcstcd lcrns Stcrnu hergii were colour-banded
on Wcst Island ncar Victor Harbour, S.A. Bandcd
juvcn i l c  Crcs ted  Tcrns  o [  th i '  popu l r t ion  lbandcd
on Ston ;uc l l  I s land)  h lvc  been rccr tvercd  on
shorcs fronr Spencer Culf, S.A. b south eueens-
land with many recovcries from South Australian
shorcs cast of the Flcurieu Pcninsula, from thc
Melbournc arca. and front thc Sydney-Newcastle
area.

The lim of this colour-banding project is to
dctcrminc whcthcr breeding adults dispcrse simi-
l i lr ly Nfter thc breeding sgascrn.

Colour-banded Terns
As thc success of thc project depends on reports

of observations of thcse colour-banded birds would
\ ( )u  p lc l l sc  rcpor t  i l l l  such  r rbscrv l r t i rns  lo  mc.
A numb: rcd  C.S. I .R .O.  meta l  band w i l l  bc  on
onc Icg and thc colour band on thc other lcg.
and it is important to rccord thc colour of thc
band lnd thc leg on which it is placed. The
colour b:rnds are clcarly visiblc on standing birds.

Dctails of observations should be forwarded
to: Dr D. H. Cktsa, -lO Dittsrrtu Drivc, Coro-
r tnn t lc l  Va l l c t , .  5 .A . ,  5051 .
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