
Progress Notes trn the Banding of
Bar-shouldered Doves and Crested Pigeons

ELLA PRATT

At thc family farm at Reserve Creek near Murwillumbah. in
north east New South Walcs, both Bar-shouldered Doves Gcopelia
Itttntcrqlis and Crested Pigeons Ocyphaps lophotcs comc every day to
join in with the domestic fowls at feeding time. This opportunity has
been utilised to take sample trappings for banding, when time
pernrits, in an attempt to learn whether they show seasonal or othcr
movements and sonrething of their Iife expectancy etc. During thc
period 1964 to 1972 a total of 322 Bar-shouldcred Doves (see Table
l )  and 30 Crested Pigeons has been banded in  th is  way.

lnit ially thc birds wcrc caught in a trap madc
from pancls of wirc nctting about onc mctrc
square nlounted on l0 gaugc fcncing wire frames
and joincd with binding wire at their contact
points. This trap originatcd from John Liddy
and is described in the ,4rrst. Bird Bunder 3:1O.
,At thc start it was uscd full size and in a per-
rnanent position. However, catches werc relatively
small and some trouble was experienced with
birds going in to fccd, thcn having diff iculty in
finding the outlets. evcn though thcsc wcrc lcft
open unlcss the trap was under observation.
Latcr, i ldvantil{c was taken of its pancl type
construction to dismrntle the ltrge trap and re'
itsscnrble the pancls into two casily movablc
smallcr traps each onc metre high. onc metrc
wide and two metrcs long. These traps are floor-
lcss and huvc a funncl inlet at onc cnd with a
catching box at thc other. This box has a clear
glass wall at the distant end and a guil lotine
tvpc drop door at the entry cnd adjacent to the
trap outlet. By throwing the door l ift ing string
over thc top of thc trap to thc far cnd it is
possible for onc opcrator to work from therc
ancl chasc thc trapped birds into thc gathering
hox. Thev arc confined thcrc by releasing thc
string and dropping thc entry door bchind thent.

When thc fowls arc fcd each day carc is taken
lo  pu t  the  *her r l  i r l r vars  in  thc  sa  le  p l l c {s .
Then on tirpipng davs, as soon as that day's
ralion is distributed, thc trap is placcd over the
wheat at onc df thcse regular feeding sites. The

birds go in without hcsitation. Aftcr an hour or
two thc trap is removcd and open feeding con-
clit ions arc rcstorcd. Thc trap uscd in this way
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TABLE I
Annual handling tall ies of individual

Bar-shouldercd Doves

Ycar Bandcd Rccovcred Total

1964 / 65
t965/66
1966/67
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1968 / 69
1969 /7O
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t97 |  /72
1972'
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3 2 2 62 384
Yenrs are from I July to fol lowing 30 June.
Ne*, individuals banded during tte year.
Retraps at the banding place of an individual
banded lhere in anv previous year; each hird is
l isted once only for lhe current year.
Totr l  individuals handled durins rhe year.
I  July to 30 Oclober 1972.

8 . :

No/( , :  These f igures were alTecled not  only by the
numb(r  oI  h i rd\  i ,v j r i l : rh le l t rcul l l  tor  t rapping.  bul
i l l \ i ,  br  thc intount  uf  I ; tnc i ,nd el lor t  th; l t  could be
r l locatcd io l rapping i l f ier  other conrmitments.
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Rccovcries of Bar-shouldered Dovcs
-at Banding Place

Vo l .  i  l ,  No.  I

TABLE 2

Band
Numtrr

Date
Banded

Dale
Recovered Notes

080-49809

080-,19tt2 8

0E0-498J6

0U0",19861

080-.198?l

01r0,498t9

{) l i0,.19lt9l

( 03527  )
080-49892
080-49894
080-,{9897

080,4t)831r

080,49812

080-49841

29 .10 .64

t 0 . I  1 . 6 4

2  t .  J . 65

2  t .  5 .65

2 7 . 5 . 6 5

1 .12 .6 . {

2 7 . 8 . 6 8

27. 8.68
2 . 9 . 6 8

2  t .  9 .68

2 6 . 1 1 . 6 4
21. 5 .65
30. 9.72

1 5 . 6 . 7 7

r .  8 .? |
6.10.12

2 1 . 5 . 6 5
5 . 9 . 1 2
2 . 8 . 7 1

t5 .  6 .12
t l .  1 .7  |
22. 8.7 1

3 1 .  7 . 1 1
1 t . 9 . 1 2

30. 9.72
5 .  8 .?  |

30. 7 .'t I
1 t . 7 . 7 1
-5. 8.7 |

Recoveries of Bar-shouldered Doves
-away from Banding Placc

? yexrs I I  nronths ir l ler bxnding. t lxnd repl: lced wilh
ol i0-03560.

7 years 6 nronths 5 days.rf ter banding. 
_the 

band was part ly
open and showed wear at lhe middle. l l  was replaced wilh
a new band 080-91746.

7 yc.t 's 4 monlhs l6 da],s. Band replaccd with 080-03565.

7 yeirs 3 nlonths l5 days. Band in satisfactory condit ion.

7 ycurr lrnd l9 days- BInd in good condit ion.

6 ycars 8 months 2l days. Found injured. recovered and
relensed on 26.t i .7 | .

4 years and 15 days. Band out ol \hape and worn: replaced
wirh 080,03527.
:l years I monlh 3 days.
2 years l l  nlonlhs 9 days.
2 years l0 onlhs 28 days

2 years l0 nlonlh\ l5 d.rys-

Shot al Pottsvi l le Beach 2.7 km ESF, of banding place,
about one month af ler bandine.
Caught al Clolhiers Creek, 1.6 km north of banding Dlacc.
Released wilh band. I  year l l  months l4 days.
Report from Clothiers Creek. 1.6 km north of bandins
place. No other detai ls. I  ye r 9 monrh\ t4 days.

1.12.64

24.tO.64

2t.12.64

J a n . 6 5

7.12.66

7 .10 .66

has proved most successful. However, the fowls,
although providing good initial service as decoys,
are occasionally a nuisance on trapping days.
They tend to be not content with thc opcn patches
of wheat but want to get at all of it as usual.
Thus they run around the trap squawking and
pecking at the birds which are also trying to
enter. Some of the more persistent fowls even
try to push through the funnel entry. These
ltt ircks by thc fowls sometimes cause panic
amongst the birds bo(h inside and outside the
trap. Whcn this happens it is found best to im-
mediately collect the birds already within the
trap and wait for those which are outside to
return.

After three or four days ol regular trapping
the Doves show signs of trap shyness. The Crested
Pigeons react much more quickly in this way.
By avoiding trapping on consecutive days bettir
results have been obtained for the time necessarily
spcnt  in  superv is ing  the  l r rp  when i t  i s  se t  to
calcn.

Early in September 1972 it was noticed that
the Bar-shouldered Doves had started going into
a chicken run in which there is a shed. It was
found that if the doors of the shed were left
open these doves walked in readily. Then by
closing the doors the birds were easily caught
in thc shcd. Util ising this procedure 66 nir+
dovcs were banded and almost i ls manv retraDb
made during the next month.
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l 0  l | r ! r n l l r \  l l  d i l ! s  i l i l c r  l r i r n i l i n g .  R c l c r L s c d  * i t h  b r n d .
I  o L L n d  d e i r ( l  9  n r o n l h \  I  d i r \ \  i r l l c f  b r n d i n g .
5  r r r o n l h s  l 2  d r L ! .  r f l c f  F r r n d i n g .  R c l c r r s c d  s i t h  b r i n d .
I  o L r n ( t  X  d r ! \  r 1 1 . r  h u n ( l i n s .  b r d l !  i n j u r e d  r n d  d e \ l r o y e d .
l h r s  $ i r \  t L  \ o u n u  b i r d  r b o L r t  N  \ c c k \  ( ) u l  o l  l h e  n c s l .

l l i L f i l r n !

I  |  : . 7 1 l o l | n ( l  i n i f r f ( l  ( ( [ s t f o y c d )  : , t  N l o o b r ] l  I j c r e h  R o r . i ,  e b o u l
l  l  k n r  S l l  o l  h i l n d i n {  p l r c c .

Pr( ) t rcss  repor t \  to  d l r l c  i l r c  inconc lus ivc  bu1
thc  ba I ld ings  l ind  rc - l f t rpp inLs  su i t rcs t  th i l t  n )uch
o l  1hc  Bar  s l tou l t l c rcd  Do le  popu la t ion  is  l r thc r
r ) lo rc  nonra( l i c  th i ln  s l r i c t l \  scdcnt l rv .  For  cx -
i i r lp le .  dur ing  l97 l  thc rc  \ \ c rc  l l  l l  nc \ \ '  dovcs
b l rndcd bu t  on l !  I3  o f  thcsc  \ \e re  rc t rappcd a t
thc  ban i l ing  s i tc  c lu r ins  l l l c  l i r s l  e ish t  n lon ths
o f  1972.  Morc  rcco \er ic \  1 l \ \a )  l roo l  thc  band ing
pli lcc i lrc nccciecl belore un\ pilttenl ol t lrcir
I l ) t  \ (  r r r j r r I  . : r r r  l r r '  ( l c t r t , r r t \ t r : . 1 ( L l

Sonrc ol t lre nrorc intercsting recoveries of Bar-
shou ldsrcd  Dovcs  lL rc  sc t  ou t  in  Tab lc  2 .  A l l
t l t csc  b i rc is  wcrc  bundcd i r i  ac lu l l s  and cxccpt
thc l irst thrcc wL'rc rctrlpped t thc banding
p l i i cc .  A l though scanty .  the  Cres led  P igeon re -
cov . i r l  d i r l i r  i s  l i s tc t i  in  l lb lc  -1 .

(  M iss)  E .  K .  P ta t t ,
Rcscrvc Crcck,

l l l  urriLltrnthalt, N .S.W.

Dorninir:an ()ull

-An Early Sighting

I l  thc  ,1 r l . r1 .  I l i rd  [ ]u  c r ,9 :6O.  thc  s igh t i rg
of ri Donrinican Ciull 1-nrri.r d()nuntLanus nci\f
I3o tany  lhy .  Ncrv  South  Wl t l cs  in  January  1943
wus sli l ted to bc the sccond rccord for Australia
rnd  app i l ren t ly  the  f i r i t  fo r  N.S.W.  anc l  thc
e l l s te rn  c ( ) i l s t ,

A l though i t  wrs  the  l i r s t  pub l i shcc l  rccord ,  two
of thcsc birds wcrc scen by nrc at Morna Point
ncar  l )o r t  S tcphcns .  N.S.W.  on  l -5  January  l93 l l .
My boat r r r ln  f r i cnd .  Mr  A l i  M i tche l l  saw them
lirst rlhilc wc wcrc chasing ntarl in xnd thcy wcrc
quitc closc for clsl identif ication wlrcn I saw
them l r tc r .  Ihcn  on  22  January  1939.  two wcrc
scen oil Ncwclstle iLnd subsequcntly I havc ob-
ssrved thcnr  ncr r  Por t  S tcphcns  on  u  nuntber  o f
occilslons.

A.  F .  I )Ont l t ra iu ,  l7  N ' iL Io  S t rc t t ,  h rn ,  N.S.W.
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