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New South Wales Albatross Study Group
1972 Season

J.  D.  GIBSON

A summary of last season's banding activities is givcn with
sonle conlments on the relative feeding attraction of Austinmer and
Malabar, Ncw South Wales. The 1972 retraps of Wandering Albatrosses
Dionrcdaa e.ui/arrs tr€ prescnted graphically and some interesting re-
coveries are mentioned. Condensed comments are madc on the occur-
rence of other species observcd while albatross banding since 1958.

Although thc banding ellort was sustained
dur ing  thc  1972 w in tc r  a t  bo th  Mr labar  and
Austinnrer and a respectable sample of Wanderers
was ultimatcly obtaincd, four factors opcrated
to dcprcss thc total bclow that of the thrce
prcvlous years.
o Thc arrival of thc main body of birds was
at lcast three wceks lrter than usual though their
dcparture wits not sinri larly delaycd.
o Bad weather, particularly in July, reducccl
thc opportunitics for banding.
o Lcssening attraction of Malablr scwage out-
fall for scaverrging scabirds. Fatty w.rstes arc
now so rvcll proccssed that banders thcre havc
resortcd to the practicc of baiting with lard to
t th ich  th r l  i r l l r ibu te  muih  o f  l  . l  seas t ln 's  success .
cspecially with Black-browed Albatrosscs, Dio-
ncdea rnelanophris.
a T he rc werc less Wande r':rs available, for
instancc, than in 1970. Nurnbcrs do vary from
\crr to year irnd the rel t ive importancc of thc
influcncing factors is not known. Some of thesc
factors rre food availabil ity (cuttlefish mortality),
brecding succcss. local and gencral wcather pac
tcrns and unknown cyclical effects.

Table I summariscs thc rcsults from last
wintcr fron which it wil l be seen that 90 of
the 236 individuals caught were retraps. This is
38 pcr ccnt overall but on further breakdown
the usual phcnomenon is seen whereby the retrap
rate at Austinmcr approaches twice that at Mala-
b'.t ( 43Vr and 25 % ) .

I bclicvc that this discrepancy can be sum-
nrariscd bv saving that precise iourneys to
natural food sources of long standing become

tixcd in the regimen of experienccd birds and
urc first discovcrcd fortuitously or by following
othcrs. The Sydney area has no large cuttlefish
but in thc region of Austinmcr/Bellanbi an
abundance of the world's largcst cuttlefish species
seasonally occurs. The presence of thc albatrosses
is synchronous with that of thc cuttlelish and
one is led to the conclusion that an apparent
post-breeding mortrl i ty in thc latter provides
the sole reason for such a concentration of
crnlarrs and ntelanophris as happens at this timc.

Artif icial food sources of a lcss permanent
nature and short history are found by chance and
exploitcd, in this casc bv it incrrnt birds wandering
b:vond thc traditional food sourcc. As ship's
uurbagc is scizcd upon by r',urlans whcrevcr it
is found, so with Malabar sewagc. The locality
is probablv not important and is 'cl iscovered'

ancw elch ycar.
Dolphins ure .lnothcr printary prcdator on

th. cuttlcfish but dcspitc an earlier theory that
thcy were important in making this food av4itable
to the l lbatrosses bv kil l ing more than they con-
sumcd. thcrc is much cvidence no\! to the con-
t' irrv and it crn bc staled that itny benefit t<r
thc l.r irds is not significant.

R€traps
Figurc I in which the results of both banding

c:ntres are combincd, demonstrates some aspects
of the composition of thc 1972 rctraps. It is
fairly tvpical of previous years. Each vertical
l ine represcnts the retrap historv from its banding
( top)  to  i t s  cap turc  in  1972 (basc  l ine)

Fecoveries from Rreedinq Grounds
Dur ing  t972 i l  number  o f  Wandcr ing  A lba-

trosscs originally bandcd by the Group has been
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reported fronr various breeding islands. Details
of most of these havc been recorded in Recovery
Roundup.

Five (5) have been reportcd from Ker-
guelen Island.

Onc ( I ) has been reDorted from Possession
Island, Croz€t Archipelago.

Twcnty three (23) htve been reporrcd
from Bird Island, South Georgia.

The information on the last comes from a
Brit ish Antarctic Survcy expedition which expects
to continue its study for another two seasons.
Thc Bird Island Wanderers have been undisturbed
by scienti l ic parties sincc thc summer of 1963-64.

Sighting in the Great Australian Bight

Only two Australian recoveries were reported,
both from coastal New South Wales. but an
interesting sighting was obtained in the Great
Australian Bight. A marine cngineer observcd a
wanderer with red dye rnarking on the head
(as supplied at Austinmer) when southwest of
Kangaroo Island on I September 1972. It fol-
lowed the ship eastward for most of the day.
The informant, Mr H. Beek, who has assistcd the
writer in banding Wanderers on several occasions,
has no doubt that the bird was arti l icallv marked
in  thc  r r ranncr  : rd ( )Dtcd  r t  Aus t inmcr .

As the dyc fadcs quickly and is hardly dis-
cernable aftcr two weeks. it must have been
dyed (and banded) on a trip which took place
on 26 August 1972 and thus rravclled at least
1750 km in  s ix  days .

Other Observations al Austinmer/Bellambi

Frcqucnt banding cxcursions frorn thc itbove
centre over thc last l4 years enable the following
gcneral comncnts to be made on scvcral species
encountered inshore between late June and mid
Septcnrber. Wandering and Black-browed Alba-
trosscs and Giant Petrcls occur, of course, ovcr
the whole pcriod but the last are in vcry small
nunrhers irnd lre nol seen on every trip.
Royal Afbatross Dioltedeq epontoplwra eporrto-

phora. One only out of 2660 great albatrosses
caught has bcen this spccies.

Ycllow-noscd Albatross D. chlororhynchos.
Observations of single birds in somc years.

Shy Afbatross D. caut.r ca[ta: Single birds in
some years.

Grey-backed Shy Albatross D. cauta salvini:
Has not been obscrved before the last week
in August, single birds in most years. Onc
was banded in 1960.

Priens Pachyptilq sp.: Up to a dozcn on some
occasions occurring over thc wholc period but
more numerous in July. Fairy Prions P. turtur
often idcntif ied.

TABLE I
Summary of Birds Caught

Wandering
Albatross

Aus t i nn re r  Ma laba r ' l ' o l r l

Royal Cianl
Albatross Petrel

Malabar

Black-browed

Malabar

Banded
(previously unmarked birds )

R€lraPP€d
(including repeat recoveries ) '1

New Recoveries
(original ly banded elsewhere )

Banded al other N.S.W. locAlion

I 4 4

90

2

97 4',1

74 '  16 "

l otal Individaulr Caught 173

Nunrber of Outings

l.  Includes one bird previously banded at Possession Is'and, one previously banded at South Ceorgia and one
banded at Malabar in the current s€ason.

2. Includes one bird previously banded at South Georgia
3. Both fronr Possession Island.
4. Banded at The Entrance. N.S.W
5. MacroneLrer giganteus ^nd M. lvtlli not differentiated.
6. Excludes retakes of current season at banding place.
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NUMBER OF RATRAP5 - 1972

Figurc l. Graphical .tu,nmar)' d(monstrating toma especls ol llandcring Albdtross retraps lronl
hotlt c(ntr?s lor 1972.

Wedgc-tailcd Shearwater Pullinus pacif.cul'. First
returning birds appear in third week of August
after which fair numbers are always encoun-
tercd.

Ffuttcring Shearwater Pull inus gavia: C)bserved
ovcr thc whole period but one can seldom
be ccrtain that P. huttoni is not also represent-
cd. The directional trend is southward. Largest
numbers (hundrcds) have been seen in late
August. Beach derelicts over the period arc
singularly few compared with summer.

Australian Gannet Sala .rerrctol: Almost invari-
ably present, usually less than five. Immatures
and adults.

Sifvcr Gulf Latus nova<,hollandrae: Always prc-
senI .

Crested Tern St.rna bqgii. Always present in
small numbers.

white-frontcd fern Sterna strratc; Singles and
small groups on occasions ovcr ths whole
period.

Welcomc Swallow Htranr.lo neoxena: h the years
when southward migration of this species has
been obscrved it has always been in the last
week of August.

l. D. Gibson,
Trcetop GIen,

Thirroul, N.S.ll.


