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A Spangled Drongo ( /ribic t ruL't(uta baldcd hcrc on 2-1 Jul)
1964 whi ls t  winter ing at  Wel l ington Point  ( )n Morcton Bay.  Qucens-
land.  and then ret rapped at  the banding s i tc  dur ing winter  tu ,o years
later. providcd the first local proof of thc repetitivc nattrrc of this
seasonal  behaviour  (Robertson 1967) .

No\r thcrc is nrorc proof. A total of 25
such wintcring Drongos has now bccn brndscl
and add i t iona l  rc t raps  madc a t  th is  s i tc .  A l l
lravc becn caught herc during wintcr t inrc bc-
tween April ancl Scptcmbcr inclusivc. Thc gardcn
sccms to suit thent und thcy are i lbout in it much
of  each day  dur ing  th is  pcrbd .  Th is  par t i cu la r
gardcn is far fronr fornral in that it covers an
acrc  and is  n rorc  l i kc  bush land.  I t  i s  donr ina tcd
by two big gutn trces ( Eucalyptus todicornis I
onc of 25 rn anil thc othsr itbout 20 nr. In
Quccnsland this trec is known oftcn as Bluc
(iunr bccausc of its bark colour. but in Ncu
Sor-rth Walcs as Red Cunr on rccount of thc
rcd wood. Fortunately for observcrs. cyc lcvcl
in tlrc housc is half uay up thcsc big trccs.
Additionally. also on thc ktwcr lcvcls, thcrc arc
i rbout  I l0  sap l ings  f ronr  l0  to  l5  m h igh ,  n ra in ly
gun rnd ironbark with sontc paperbarks and
casuarinrs. Rcd flowering grevil lcas up to l0 nr
tall \ l ' i th similar sizcd banksias provid. intcr-
mcdiatc stages down to the nranv flowering nativc
rhrubs of grevil lca. call istcnlon. leptospcrnrunt.
hakea etc. situated ncarer the house. Thc
Dtongos have anrple rlnuing spacc for sall ies
fronr this parden as all thc wav to the tip of
Weilington Point. :rboul two kn't to thc north.

thcrc lrc nrun\ nlorc largc cucllypts arrd gar-
dsns .

In all this rativc vcgctation thc Drongos find
plenty of insccts. occasionil l ly even on the lawns
rvhcrc they Iand sonrctinres, though gcnerally,
thc insccts arc pluckctl fronr the ground by the
llying bird whilc passing. Thc lcmon coloured
llowering hcads of bottlebrush shape on the
Bunksia int<'grilolia arc favouritcs and receivc
vcry thorough and dctailcd probing from thc
Drongos. Thcsc flower spikcs scem to yield
thcnr nruch fooci. pcrhaps both ncctrr i lnd in-

ln sunrnrcr thcre arc no Dr<lngos here beyond
an occasional bird on passage. ln autumn onc
or morc of thenr irppcars suddcnly, iust outside
thc loungcroom window. on thc perching stick
ovcr thc birdbath and calls loudly in seeming
cxcitenrcnt. Aftcr r short t imc of this call ing x
Drrmgo rvil l  f ly dorvn directlv into the pull-
strinq feeder trap and start to drink immediately.
Thcir approach shows none of the cautious ap-
praisal so usual u,ith birds unfamiliar with thc
wirc nrcslr structurc containing the drinking trry
(  scc  photo .  Robcr tson 1969) .
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d l r i l l  l r cqucn l ing  i rnd  .hun l i l tg  in  a  g r i rss  1 ' l rd t loc l
i ld lo lnUlg  l rn  tc rc  o l  g r l rpc ! incs .  Nc t \  sc t  on
thc i r  l l i rh t  l incs  rcsu l tc t l  in  thc  rvc ig l r ing .  n rc rsur -
i r rg  i rnd  band ing  ( ) l  four  o f  thc  g roup.  Thc  b i rds
ruovcrl oll in spring i lnd wcrc i lbscnt during
s r u u n r c r  1 9 7 1 , 7 2 .  H o $ c v c r .  i n  w i n t c r  1 9 7 2  u
p l r tv  o l  F -orcs t  K ing f ishers  uas  lga in  $ork ing
this sanrc irrcl dail l. A nrl lc. O-50--53947. blntlcti
thc rc  o r  29  June 1971.  $ i l s  rc t rappcd a t  thc
l r i r l d i n s  \ i l u  o n  l X  J r r l r  l ( t 7 1 .  r r n r . . \ e l r r  n i n ( l c c t l
d l l v s  l i l t e r .

Unfor tunr tc ly .  lhc  sun ln te r  loc t r t ion  o f  l r t r l
r r l  t l r r . . r .  h r r r rc l r r l  Dro lgos , ,1  F , ' r r . s t  K ing t ishcr*
lrls nol yct bccn dctcrntincd. Thus thc c'xtcnt
o l  thc i r  sc i tson l l l  n tovcn lcn t  i s  unknown.
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