
An Anah-sis of' Magpie-Lark llanding
Rcfercnce is  n l i rde  to  ear l ie r  obscrva t iOns

on f fock ing  and nr ig ra t ion  o f  Magp ie-Larks
( i ru l l i t r t t  t vur t l t t rc r r .  g ;1n l jna  t ig t r rc r  l r rc  g ivcn
lnd coll lntent5 arc rnade on recclvery and
rctft lp ciatu rclating to nlovclltcr)l and lOnge-
v  t t y .

, .  Thc  M; rgpre-Lr r rk  i '  t i ,un t l  l l l r ( ,ughou l  Au: , ln r_
t t i t  \ \nc rc \ ( r  \u r l i t cc  \ r l t t c r  i ' c ( .u r \ .  Rr )$ lc \  {  lq6( ) )
rccordcd thi|t thcsc birds arc strongly ierritoriul
irn(l thlt pairs nratc for l i fc. Robiisorr ( 19,17)
rc io rJ (d  h rccd in !  tc r r i tu l  i c ,  lo r  t l1 .  s ;1n1q 1r ;1 i1qIor  i l .  nu l )bcr  r ' l  \ r . i t r \  hu l  he  . r r id  . .hnu in rpcr r r_
I t \ ' ( ' r t  r \  to  band b i rds .  rvh ich  lhavc  no t  bccn
lb lc  to  undcr t i l kc . '  A l though sonrc  b i rds  rc_
nriuncd on his propcrty in Wcstcrn Australi i t
th rou thoL l t  thc  tcar  he  sa id  tha t  o thcrs  Dr ig ra tcc l .

G i lbc r t  (  193-5  )  rccordcd tne  auruntn  i lnd
rvintcr l locking of Magpic-Lurks in thc coirslir l
_area_ ttct$een Wollongong and Wyong. Ncw
Sout l r  Wales .  Hc  ind ica tcd  iha t  ind iv i iu l l i  movcc l
consiclcrablc distanccs in thc fornration of thc
flocks which sccnrcd to bc .carricd ctut bv
\ \ ( \ l cn l  h i rc l \  r r l , ' r rc " .  Hc  i lppr r rcn t l ]  D tc i  l l  h i rd i
I ronr  r l cs t  o f  thc  Crca t  D iv id in r  Rangc.  bu t  thc
cvidcncc hc prcscntcd. bcing basid orr irbscrvation
a lonc .  w ls  scant .

, Milny lspccts of thc l ifc history ot Magpic_
[ -a rks  a rc  s t i l l  obscurc .  So fa r  band ing  has-  no t
clrrif icd thc position to itny cxtcnl rnd no tonq
r l l r r \  Cr r tcn l : \  hurC hccr r  recr r r t leJ .

- f l )c  
S( !cn tccn t l l  A l l l l u i t l  Rcpor t  ( ) l  lhc  A l l \ t r i l _

l ian  B i rd -h i rnd ing  S i l t c rnc  {Purch i rsc  l97 l )  re -
c { ' n l \ . t h i r l  . l . l l l  M l S l i c - L r r r k s  \ \ c r c  h i t n d c d  i r n ( l
l i  /  I n d r \ r d U l l s  r r ( r (  r c c , r \ c r c d  1 4 7  t i n t c .  t o
30 Junc  1971.  Whi lc  thc  ovcra l l  numbcr  o f  in -
d iv idua ls  rccovcrcd  (  127)  i s  ncar ly  I0  pcr  ccn t
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of  thc  to ta l  nuntbcr  banc lc r i  (  l3 l l1 ,  thc  . 'nunrbcr
o f  t in rcs"  f igurc  (147;  rcvc l r l s  i tn  avcragc  o f
l . l  t imcs  pcr  ind iv idua l .  Thcsc  hgurcs  ind ica tc
horv fcw Magpic-Larks havc bccn rCcovcrctl nrorc
tlran oncc.

As opportunrty occurrcd. I bandcd Magpic-
Larks  in  n ty  gard tn  a t  Lanc  ( 'ovc .  N.S.W.  l -hc
loca t ion  is  n ra in ly  a  suburbar r  rcs idcn t i i l l  a rca
conta in ing  a  mix tu rc  o f  na t ivc  i rnd  cxo t ic  t rccs
irnd shrubs in propcrtics. strccts nd parks; sontc
arcas  o f  n r l i vc  bush lanc l  havc  bccn rc ta incd  on
thc  f r ingcs .  ln  nc l r l y  i .1  vcars  f ronr  Ju ly  l95 f l ,
I  havc  bandcd 49  Magp ic - l -a rks  and t l rc  dc ta i l s
arc  as  lo l lows:

A d u l t  m a l c s  1 2
Adu l l  f c rna lcs  1
J  uvcn i les , / in rn r i r lu rcs  22
N c r t l i n g .  I

To ta l

I ltc ,4u.stn iun Binl I landt,r I ) ( (n l ru ,  l1 )7  J

.19

Of  thcsc ,  6  (12 ' / r  )  havc  bccn rccovcrcd  and
thc  dc t  i l s  i t rc  sc t  ou t  in  Tab lc  l :  two o f  thc
thrcc rccovcrics wcrc rcportcd by ncighbours rvho
know o f  n ry  b i rc l -band ing  ac t iv i t i cs .  An cxarn ina-
t ion  o f  thc  da ta  in  Tab lc  I  rcvca ls  tha t  on ly
one h i td  \ \ l r s  rec( r rc rcd  i r . cc t | r r r l  l i rne .  l \ \ ( )  \ \ c r ( .
found dead ntorc tlt ln thrcc ycars aftcr banding.
and anotlrcr wlrs sl 'rot. Thc longcst nrovcnlcnt
rccorded was about ( c kil<lmctre.

'I 'ablc 
2 showr dctails fronr thc tsiinding Oliicc

rccorcls of rcported rccovcrics i lnd ntovcntcnts.
Six rccovcrics (0.4 pcr ccnt of rhc birds bandcd)
havc bccn rccovcrcd nlorc th n thrcc kilometrcs
from the banding placc. Thc Iongest rccortlcd
nlovcnlcnt, about 1.5 kilonrctrcs. was that of a
ncs t l ing  (070-57811|  )  banded by  M.  H.  Water -
n lan  ncar  Ang lc  Va lc .  Sou lh  Aus t ra l i i l  on  l2

I
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' I  
l tL .. lrt:tn iut l l ir l  l lautL,r

Oc lobcr  I  96- .1  *  h ich  r r  r rs  k i l le  r i  b r  u  ca t  u t
l  l r l i r h .  t l r  \  r r l c  , ' r t  l  S  M i r \  l  q r ' ) .

, \ s  r rou lc i  bc  c rpcc lcd .  Tab lc  2  ind icu tes  th l t
n r (J \ t  o f  the  nrovc l tcn ts  have occur rcd  u i th  b i rds
bant lcd  as  nc : t l ings  or  iuvcn i l cs .  T t r i s  n ra l  bc  u
. , , n r e r r l t . r l  I ' i . r . , . . 1  , . l l . e r  ; r .  t l t i .  l r g c  S r , r l t l )  \ \ ( , l j L l
l ) , '  c \pcc lcc i  to  h l r \c  i r  h ighc l  n ror t i r l i t r  ra lc  aDd
r  l )o l . l l i l r l l \  l t i shc f  i l i t i a l  rcco \er \  r r t ! '  th i ln
,  '1 , l -  r  I ' r r . r .

Ih t  k rn tcs t  c l i r I sc t l  t in r t  recor r led  b : tuccn
ttrnri in:l rrn,.l r-cco\ ! 'r\ '  \\ i t\ thut ol i ln atlult lcntl le
(070-17 l (Xr )  f l tn r l td  b r  A  I - .  I )Onrbr i r in  i r t
S l r i rc l t r rokc .  \  S . \ \ .  on  - l  M i r l  1960.  uh ich  u i rs
l i runr l  dcad nc l r r  thc  b i rnd i lg  p l i l cc  on  26  Ar rgus l
l9 ( )J .  ( ) \c r  . l  rc l r rs  I  l t )on ths  l f l c r  band ing .  On
I  I i . .  r t t  r  r  r  .  I  i  .  .  r  I  r  ,  ,  I  I  .  .  . r  l , i t r l  I l l (  . i z e  , , t  , ,  M , ' l f  i .
l .u r l  (  l c lg th  - lO0 In  t .  r r  ingspan -550 rnnr  )
n r i -q l r t  uc l l  f rc  c r Icc tcd  to  harc  i r  ! rc l t l c r  longc-
\ r1 \  th i l l ]  l i rL r r  t r r  l i r c  \e i l r \ .  ! \hcn  nunter ( )us
thorn t r i l l s  l tnd  o th . r  sn l r l l  f r i l r l s  h i l \ c  cor l \ i \ len t l \
c\.aeLic(l r irc \ ! ' l tr\.

' l _hc  
c r idc r rcc  l lnd  l t fgun lcn l  p rc \cn tcd  docs  no t

c \ l ) lu in  \ \h \  \o  fc \ \  rccovcr ics  shou ld  be  ob ta iner l
in r r r  l r  s |cc ics  \ \h ich  l rcqucnts  huorar r  h i tb i ta t ion
tcgr , r l l r r l r .  i s  no1 shr  o r  u l r \  and.  o r rc  * 'ou lc l
c \pcc l .  sh( )u l ( l  bc  cas i l y  car . r rh t .  Exc lud i r rg  thc
c igh t  l cs t l ing \ .  l5  o f  t l rosc  bar rdcc l  a t  [ -anc  ( 'o rc
\c rc  c l lugh t  in  d rop- t \ l )c  t r i l l ) s .  l . l  \ \ c rc  ne t tcd
r rnd  the  ore thor l  o l  t rapp in r :  ! ! r \  no t  recorded in
l \ \o  c rsc \ .  On l r  onc  b i rd  (O70-225 l7 )  \ r l s
c i ru {h t  n rorc  lh  n  t \ \ i cc :  on  thc  Urs t  occ ls io l r  i t
\ \u \  nc l l cd  anc l  on  bo th  \uhsequcnt  occ i ts ions
i t  r r i r r  c i rught  in  i r  tn rp .

. \ t  ( ' i r l l i r i .  N .S. \ \ . ,  Nhere  nc t t inq  h  s  bccn
( , r l r lL ( l  , \ l t l  r t r r  r r r , , r l j  l l t i l r t  7 l l  ( , \ .C i \ i , ,n .  . in ( , '
l 95 l { .  l9  Ml rgp ic - l -e rks  h i r rc  bL lcn  b i tndc t l  ; rs
fo l lous :

J  uvcn i l c  4
In rnra tu  rc  - l
Adu l t  f cnra lc  1
Adu l t  n ra lc  5
No dc t r i l s  rccordcd 3

No rccovcrics havc bccn rcplortcd froor tl 'rcsc
hirtis. Onll nr' ls \\crc used for crtching in this
arcl lrnti fronl thrcc to about ten \\,crc uscd
dur ing  n  r  i s  i t .

Conclusion

For Mrgpic-Larks. frorn thc l inrited evidcncc
lvailablc arrd as indicated fronr banding rccords.
i t  wou ld  secnr  th  t :
a nrovcnlcnts ovcr 6.5 kilometres lre ntadc bl

juvcn i l c  o r  in rn ra tu rc  b i rds
o nlovenlcnt\ bl adult birds arc rcstrictcd k) less

than 6 .5  k i lon le t res

V o L .  l O ,  N o .  I

TABLE 2
Rccordctl  nlovcnlcrl ts ol Magpic-Llrks.

I ) i \ l r n c c
l r o n r

I  n d i n q  I ' l i r c c

N c . r r  b r n d i n ! J  p l i r e c
O \ c f  1 . 6  k r r l
O V c r  1 . 2  l n r
O! cr  - l . l t  lnr
O !  r r  6 . . 1  l n r
O \ c r  8 . { }  k n r
O \ c r  9 . 7  l r r
O \ c r  I  l  . . l  L n r
O t e t  l l . 9  k r l
( ) \ c r  I . l  5  I n r

f o r r l \  . i  1  l l  I  1  l l

Asc Whcn B.rnclcd
P  . I  AN I  A }  I J I

t . 1  |  t 1
l l

l l t l
l l l l
I
l l

I

I

I o l r l .

l

-1
I
:
I

I )  n c s l l j n ! :  I  i  \ c n i l e r  A \ l  r L l u l l  r ) r l l . :
\ l  . , . i r . l r  t c r , . ' . .  I I  t .  - l ' \ i r |

, \ , r { :  l h c  d i \ l r n ! c \  l r ( ) r r l  b r n i l i n !  p l r c r  ! \ c r c  c o n
\ c f l t d  1 f ( ) r r r  l h e  o r i ! i n r l  ( t n l l  i n  n r ; l e \ .

o thc  nornr i r l  l i f c -span o l  thosc  sh ic l r  rc l t ch
l rdu l t  s t l l tus  n t i t )  bc  l t t rou t  l i ru r  yc l rs .

-l-hcrc 
is considcrilblc scope for a co-ordinatcd

co-opcr r t i ve  bar rd ing  pro jcc t  on  Magp ic - l -a rks .
Furthcr handing of thcsc birds orat, provitlc
va luab lc  in fo rnra t ion  to  sup l to r l  o r  d isprovc  thc
abovc  conc lus ions  *h ich  arc  baseu or  a  ver r
i t t l t l l  s r r r r |1 r . .  F l , ' r t .  .h r r r r l J  ; r1 . , ,  hc  n r r r , . i t  l , ,
d . tc rn r inc  rvhethcr  Magp ic -Larks  t r re  gcnera l l l
t rap-shy  ( r t  l cas t  a l tc r  bc ing  c lug l r t  oncc .  us
this could xccount for thc pilucitr ()l rctrltps)
ttr \!hcthcr hands arc being lost cluc to cxccssivc
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