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I n  t h c  l 7  y e a r s  u p  t o  3 0  J u n c  l r 9 1  1 , 2 5  n e s r l i n g  a n d  l l J  a d L r l t
Barn Owls 

' l  
t to  u l l tq  have bcen bandcd thr .ough the Austra l ian Bi rd-

banding Schenre. Ol thesc. -5 have so far becn recovered all
b l  nrentbers of  the publ ic .

Thc nunrbcrs  banded in  euch St r te  o r  Ter r i -
to ry  r rc :  South  Aus t r  l ia .  l0  nes t l ings  and 9
r d u l t s l  Q u e e n s l a n d . 5  a n d  3 :  V i c t o r i l , , l  a n d  3 ;
Ncw South  Walcs ,  3  and l l  Nor thcrn  Tcr r i to ry ,
3  lnd  0 ;  Aus t ra l ian  Crp i t l l  Tcr r i ro rv ,  0  and i ;
luncl Wcstcrn Australi i t, 0 uncl l. Thcsc wcrc
bandcd by  u  to l t l  o l  lT  pcrsons

Thc folkrwing data on brccding diltcs itr ld
brood sizcs at the tirne of blnding hlvc becn
conrpilcd fronr thc Species Schcdulcs on rvhich
this infornration rvas rccordcd. (Nestl ing Barn
Owls are usually bandcd whcn they arc fr,rnr
l h r c c  t o  s i x  u e e k s  o l d ) :
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Banding rnd rccovcry dct r i ls  o f  Barn Ow' ls

Of thc fivc birt ls recovcrcd, t$'o (onc birndcd
rs a nestl ing and onc as lrn utiult ) rvcre rc-
covercd  a t ,  o r  ncar ,  thc  band ing  p lucc ,  : rnd
three (two [.xrndcd rs ncstl ings antl one as i ln
ldu l t )  wcrc  rccovcrcd  uway fn rnr  thc  band ing
p l rcc  (scc  F igurc  l ) .  Thc  b lnd i r rs  an t i  recovcry
c lc ta i l s  o f  thcsc  l i vc  h i rds  u re  shown in  Tab lc  L

Thc nrcthod ol recovcry in circh casc tvirs:
1 2 0 - l 7 t t 0 l  w l s  h i t  b y  i r  c a r  u n d  k i l l c d :  1 2 0 -
10215 rvas  lound in  a  rve : tk  cond i t ion  and l r tc r
d ied ;  120-01002 rv rs  caught  in  a  rabb i t  t rap
itnd relcascd unhlrrnrcd as thc juws ol thc trap
hld closcd on tlre blnd thc bircl 's lcg was nol
c l rn ragcd) ;  120-013202 rvas  founc l  I rcsh lv  dcud;
i r r r ( l  l2O-54.1 t ,1  u r r r  founr j  c lL . r rd  o l  r r  i r r r rd .  l t
shou ld  bc  no tcd  th l t  bo th  l2O- lT l iO l  and l2 { ) -
10215 may havc  bccn unhca l thy  rvhcn bandcd-
l2O- lT l lO l  l r ld  bccn  h i t  by  l  car  i rnd  he lc l  in
captivity for four days bcforc it $as banded
: tnd  re lc rscd .  an t l  120- lO2 l5  wus bant lcd  un t l
rcle scd aftcr bcing rcscLred fronr thc atttcks
()l Whitc-blcked Milgpics (, 'ry,rtrl/ h itttt l tvpo-

Thc  movcnrents  undcr tokcn by  120-0 t (X)2  and
120-08202 suggcs t  th l t  your rg  Burn  Owls  may
dispcrsc considcftrblc distirnccs uftcr thcy havc

lJu nd
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lc i t  (hc  ncs t .  A  s i rn i lu r  pos t - l l cdg ing  d ispcrsa l
o f  B i r rn  Ou ls  i s  knoun to  occur  in  Europc .

ln  i rdc l i t ion  to  thc  i lbovc  rcco lc r ics  a  b  nd
l ro r l  i t  ncs t l ing  b l rnded i i t  ( 'a lo rnba w l ts  found
ncur  thc  band ing  p lace  c igh l  rDonths  l i l t c r .  l t  i s
no t  knr ) \ \ i l  r rha t  happcncd to  thc  b i rd  on  wh ich
thc bilnd hacl bccn plircc(l ()r how thc hlncl
Itrd bsconrc \cpllr irtc'd frotu thc bird.

A l thou{h  on l r  a  snra l l  i rn rount  o f  d l ta  l t i l s
t-r, 'cn obtaincrl t() dutc frorlr thc banding of Barn
ONls .  i t  docs  su ! {gcs l  thn t  Iu r thcr  band ing  o l
th is  sDcc ics  $  ou ld  I  i c ld  wor t l rwh i lc  rcsu l ts .  Muc l r
nrorc infornlrt ion nccds t() bi irccurnulrtcd bc-
fore' rrc obttin u truc picturc oi thc dispcrsil l  of
lhc  \oung.  i lnc l .  i r s  \c t .  cxccp t  Io r  lhe  onc  n love-
r r rcn t  o f  ( r5  k i lo rnc l rcs .  no t l r ing  is  known co t l -
ccnrir 'rg tlrc nlovcr)lcnts of atjults.

ln  FunrPc i t  has  becn cs tab l i shc t l ,  f ronr  thc
rccovcr |  o f  b lndcd ind iv idua ls .  tha t  in  somc
tctts ( l l ' tndojuh r?/r or "wilndcr vcars 

') Barn
Orr ls  r r i l l  d ispcrsc  la r  anc l  rv i t i c  (Sau lc r  1955) .- l  

h is  i l i spcrs l l  invo lvcs  nur in ly  h rs t  ycar  b i rds .
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illthough sonrc oldcr hircls nla)' takc part, rnd
is probably clircctly rclatcd to fluctuations in
thc available food supply. Fluctuations in thc
nuruhcr .  , , l  B r r rn  Ou ls  p rc \cn t  in  i ln  r l r ( ' i t  i r rc
known to  occur  in  Aus t ra l ia  (Ca laby  1969) .
Howcvcr. exccpt for what has bccn rcportcd in
th is  papcr ,  no th ing  is  known conccrn ing  thc
distlrnccs rvhich Barn C)wls nray wandcr in Aust-
rl l ia in rcsponsc to fluctuating frxrd supplics.
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