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BIRD BANDER

Crcstetl Pigeon Banding :rt Srrtht r.lantls

:urtl Bowern South Austr:rlia
E. I;. IJOL,H M

Ncarlr ' 50 ycrr-s ago thc ( rcsted lrigcon ()<tpfutp.s htplnrtt:
cs t r rb l i shcd  i t sc l l  as  an  add i t ion  to  thc  r rv i luun l  o l  thc  Mor rn t  Mr ry
P la ins .  South  Aus t r i r l ia .  I ) r io r  to  t l t i i t  t in )c  i t  occur rcd  n ta in ly  i l  thc
i td jaccn t  pa l t  o l  lhc  Mur ray  R iver  V l l l cy .  (  l c r r r ing  o f  sc rub  rnd
thc  prov is ion  o f  ua tc r  l i t r  dontcs t i c  l i vcs tock  probab l l ,  c l ruscd  sor lc
d ispcrs ion  o f  thc  spec ies  wcs tw l rd  towt rds  the  Mount  Lo f ty  R i lnges .
Howcve ' r .  thc  g rca tc r  pur t  o f  the  inc rcase in  nu t ) tbers  t ln tos t  cc r ta in ly
rcsu l tcd  f ro rn  I  t ) )oven len t  sou thwards  f ronr  lhc  in tc r io r  o l  thc  S ta tc
I ts  t l cscr ibed bv  Mc( i i lp  9 l7 ) .  A  sonrcwhat  s in t i la r  sprcad o l  rhc
s l . rcc ics  r ras  rcpor tcd  in  Westc rn  Aus t r i t l i r r  by  Scrvcn ty  (  1962) .

- .  Prcv iou-s l l  l c l cscr ibcd  thc  loca l  h i rh i ts  o l  thc  Dro f  nc ts  sc rc  thcn  t r ied  u ld  bc l tc I  rc \u l ts(  rcs tcd  P igc 'on  r tnd  c l i scusscd i t s  b rccd ing  b io logy  wcrc  t ih t l ined  inc lud i l c  sonrc  rc t r i rD .  N ipc tecn
lBochnr  l9 -55  ) .  N . *uda ls  thc  b i rds  n rc  rc in  b i rds  *c rc  h .ndcr r  f r . r i  d r .1 i  nc t i . '  

'

i tr prtirs itntl snrIl l  f locki "f 
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hu'c becn hanci-fcci in,,,,r",.,,,1' ::. '  )] l t::-.- ' . ' ]-":,P rrrirz! ' tr it l \ '  134-crcslcd Pigcons *'crc brrndcil
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Hand l ing
Pi {cons  rcqu i rc  c l r rc fu l  h l rnd l inu  i rs  b ru is ing

and t r i lu r l r l t i c  shock  nra . ,  i l rpu i r  thc i r  l l i gh t  i rn r l
r l r r l c _  l h c t  . i r \ \  l r \ . \  l ( , r  l ) r \ ' r l : t l ( , h .  A r r  c r p L r i -
rncc( l  h i lndcr  e l r  l l r r t r l l ,  t l tL .  h r r , l .  r r  r t l r r rL r t
c l rus ing  such in ju r l -  ' l hc  

1 - r ig : t rn  shouk l  b :  hc l r l
l i gh t l v  r rn t l  l i rn r l r  in  rhc  l c l t  hant l .  on  i t s  b r rc l , .
lga ins t  thc  opcr i l k ) r ' s  bodv  jus t  i lbovc  th , j  l ron t
o f  thc  Ic l t  b ip .  In  th is  pos i l i ( )n  thc  b i rn t i  can  bc
placcd on thc le-q. or if l lrcatly birncl:t l. thc
number  c i rn  bc  rca t l  e i rs i l v .  The rv ings  nrus t  bc
s u r ' u r e J  l i r r r r l )  l u  l , r ( \ L r I  i r r j u r r  h r  : t r ; r i r r i r r l  t l t i
rving nrusclcs. Bli jsch and tj l i iscl ( l9(rl l  ) rc

Mclhod of Cttching

In i t iu l l )  tn i \ t  nc ts  \ \ ' c rc  usc t l l  lhesc  \ \ ' c rc  \ t l tn -
(lur(l gilugc ncts obtirincd lor gcncral [-rancling of
sn l l l l e r  spcc ics  and arc  unsu i t l rb lc  fo r  p igcons .
Ihc  s rD l r l l  n rcsh  docs  no t  cn t l tng lc  thc  p igcons .
r ' l l iN t  , , f  \ \  l t i ( ] l t  ( \ ( i lnc  h ]  l l  l l ( . r in !  , \ l r l  i ) l  thc
l , ' l \ l \  , ' r  " l \ ' \ k u l \ " .  O n l )  |  I  \ \ c r c  h i i n d - . J  I r , ) n r
n l rs l  nc ts  inc luc l in {  t$ ( )  bandcd $cs t  o f  Bowcr
bv  Mcssrs  R.  M.  G ihbs  and M.  H.  Watcrnan
i I  Oc(obcr  1963.  No rc t r : rps  have b l ' cn  ob ta ined
tr()nl nlrst ncls itnd this nrethocl \\ ' i t \ s(x)n
i tbanc loncc l .
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I  l t r '  l t t t t r t t l r t r t  l l t t , l  l l t t t t dL t

1 t ( ) l  l c ( l  \ l t o fL  t l i s r r b l c r t t e r r t  o l  l l i gh t  r r r usc l c ,  o l
b i r t l '  i n  I  u r t r pc  i n  t hc  p ropo r l i on  o l  I  i n  lO { ) l )
i n t l i r  i r l t l r l s  l l c  cd  l nd  b i r n r l c t l .  f r u t  l r  n t r r c l t
h i r . : h t r  p ropo r t i on  r i l l  r c sL r i t  r r i t h  P igco l s  un l css
thc r  l r r e  h l r r t r . l l t r l  r c r r  c l r r c l t r l l t .  . \ l 1c r  r i r r t r t r i t l
t r on t  l h .  t l t | \  l l t c  P i l , r r ns  s i r r r u l t l  b - ,  p i l r cc r l
t l  hc \ \ r i l | t  l ) i l g \  un t i l  1 l t , ' t  l r r e  f r occs . , c t i .  I l ] i I r
l ( l u r r ( l  t h l t l  l l  / i l )  l i r \ l . nc f  i r  l t o r . r  c i r : i h  opc l i r l c r l
l r r  o r t c  I c r : t r n  l l t i u t  l t  l r u l l  \ t r i l l 1 l

l \  (  ( t n l t ( t ,  1 9 7 )

I  A l l l  t r  I
Nunrhe t  o l  (  r ' c r l c t l  l ) i u t ons  f c !o \ c r cL l  l t t  \ l t f \ i ng

i r t l c t - r  l r l s  t r l t c r  b l r nd r r r ! .

N lo r r t hs
. \ 11c f

l l r r n t l i n s

\ \ ' i 1h  i l  I  n ton l l t
I  l ( )  ( )  n t ( ) n l l t s
7  1 ( )  l l  n l o n t h s
l - l  t o  l - l  r r r L r n t h :
l 5  t o  l ( r  n t r r n t l t r
- l 7  t t r  . 1S  n ron lhs
+ ( )  t 0  ( )O  l l ( ) n ths
( r  I  t o  7 l  r r r o l t hs
7 .1  r t t on ths

N u r r l r u l
l l tcor crcrl

l letrnt)pit tg

\  t o t l l  ( ) l  I l : l . l  h i r ( l \  l l l \  l ) c ! n  l ) i u ) ( l f ( l  i n  ( l l e
i r t . i t  l ( ) . 1 0 . l u n c  I ( ) 7 1 .  o l  * h i c l t  I ( )  \ \ c r c  n c \ l l i n ! \
. r ' r , l  I t ' l  r r . r .  r r . r ' . l l r r r r : ,  I ' r r ' , 1 . .  , , -  r , r r , l .  l , . r i -
hccn  l c l r r r p I cd  l l 7  i i n r r ' . , .  

- l  
r r b l c  I  s l r o r r r  t hc

r [ l r ] r b c r  ( ) l  b i r d s  r c c r r r i r - t r l  i l t  \ i l r \ i l t g  i l t t c l \ i t i s
i r l t c r  b i l l d iDg :  i n r l i r  i t l r r i r l  b i f ( l \  i t r .  iDc lU ( i t ( l  r ) r t cc
r )n l \  | | t  i t n \  c i r t cg ( ) f r  bu t  t l t c r  i r l t l t c l r r .  i r :  c l r ch
c i r l f t ( ) r \  I n  \ h i c h  t h c t  \ c r c  r c l f i l l ) p ! , ( i .

So r t l t  h i r r l r  h i r n ( l c ( l  l ( ) ! i t hc f  Nc rc  \UhscqUcn l l \
r c t r l l l l ) ! ( l  l ( J ! c l l t ! f  l i t t c t .  I t r o  b i rD r l cc l  t r r g r l l t c r '
\ ,  r .  r ( r r . . l , l \ . \ t  l , ' . - , t J t ( r  t l l f ( .  I l , ,  l l t .  l . t t J t .  .  l -
o l ha r  l \ \ ( )  i r l  c i g l t l  t ) t on lhs  i t n ( l  lN ( )  l ] t ( ) r c  I 6
r ) r ( ) n1h \  i l l t c r  h l r r i n r :  h . cn  h l r ndc r l  t ogc thc r .  ( )D l r
o l l c  p i r a ( )n  ha :  f r cc l ]  r cc r t r  c r c t l  l l n \  \ i gn i l i c i l  l
, t r r l i . I l ! .  l r , ,  t  l n (  r . :  n \ J  l t l  l ) l , r . r  I  l ) t .  \ \ i t .  r ) \  |
I ( )N -17 .  h r r l t l e r l  c i t \ t  ( ) l  Su t l t . r l i u ) ( l s  t t n  l . l  . l L r l r
I ' r t ' t ' . r n , l  t , r l l l . J  \ l . i , . l  l '  r r r - . n  l i , ' r r . . r ' , l l , l  M , , u t r r
M l l r \  ( J l l  { )  \ o r cn tbc r  l ( . ) ( ) ( ) .  ( r \ c f  l 0  kn t  l f o l t
t hc  b l r n r l i nS  s j t c .  l l t t  l onS :s t  e l i r I s c r l  t i n r r '  b l

z : )

2 0

t t )

1 0

5

160

t \ \ c c r l  ( l i t l a  o l  b l r r t r l i n ! l  i l l ( i  l l r \ l  t . a r ) \ c l \ '  ! r i l s
l ' \ l - l , r \ l { ,  t \ . r t r ( l - ( l  . . i r . t  , . r  S  t l r . . f l i  l , l ,  , , | l  , ,

. l i t n u r r t r  l 9 ( r ( r .  l t  h r r s  b : e n  r c l r i r p p c ( l  l 7  t i n r u s .
l hc  l i t : l  occ r r . i L rn  b r i ng  o  l 5  l i cb ru r r r ' , ,  I 971 .
. i t  t c : r t '  , . l L  ' | | ,  r ' r l  .  | \ J  . r \ t \ ' L  | l  , l  r i s  . r l t r r
b l r  nc l i n l .

We i Ih ing
50 r r , :  r r c i gh i t t g  u l l r  ( l onc  1o  ( l c t cn t t iDc  t l l c

r i r n t c  o l  \ i t r i i l l i o l t  l ) f l \ \ . ! l l  iD r l i r i t l r r a l s  l r r r c i  t hc
i r t d i r i c l r r i r i  \ l t r i i l l i { r n  l t l  r l i l l c | c n t  t i r t r c s .  W c i ! h t r
( ) l  l l - l  l r f  e  l l r  i n i t  b i r ds  l r ngc r l  I r cn t  l l - l  s  t o  257
t .  ( ' c l f l r l l \  l r r l u l l :  l r l nc r l  i r t  r r c i ! : h t  l l on r  l ( ) 5  g
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TABLE 2
Wcights  und *e ig l r t  v r r i r t ions  ( in  g rams)  in  ind iv idua l  b i rds .

tll nd

0 E  I ,
r  q 8 l 6

0 8 I
I 9 l t 5 6

0 t 1 l -
l9t19l i

0 8 l -

{ ) 8 I ,
t 9 9 ( X )

{  ) t t  l -
:r I {0.1

0 f  I ,
I  I 1 i ) 5

0l l  I ,
:r :r 15J

215  I  l l l

210 2,1N

199 2.1l

226 23

240 ll i

226 14

I  fLrppinlr Drnr

l  l  . l  l . 6 r i  l  l 6
6 .  6 .69  230

t f r . 10 .6e  2 l  { '
1). I  70 20J

l o . 7 . 6 n  l l 0
17 .  9 .6X  l l  I

7 .  t 0 .611  239
5 . 2 . 6 e  2 0 9

I 9.69 21:l
r i .  r i .70 2 2l i

t .  6.69 21.1
15 .  1 r . 69  l 5 l

l l t .  11.69 216
9 .  t . 7 0  I  1 5

! 1 . 5 . 7 0  2 2 1

9 .  l ] . 61 r  ] 15

.  t 2 .6X  2 : r0

9. L?0 221
r .  { . 70  ? .15

19. .1.70 t99
t .  9 .70  221

rnd Weighl

r )  {  t d  ) ) <
L  t . 7  |  2 1 0

t - l .  t . 7 l  l l 5
t . 5 . 7 t  2  t . l

7 1 . 6 . 6 9  1 9 6
t5. L70 12l l

L .+.70 225
12 .  |  1 .70  2 :15

t 1 .  2 . 1 1  2 1 6
2 { .  t . 7  |  212

r .10 .70  221
20. 7. ' , l  t  230

27 .  5 .70  2  r l
t 1 .  9 . 1 0  2 t 7
1 .12 .70  20 : l

l l .  6.70 225

9 .  1 .70  213

25 .  9 .7 r )  243
10. 9.70 228
1 ,1 .  3 .7  |  2 l  l l
2 , 1 .  3 .71  232

N l i n i rDum Mrx rn r r rn r
We ight WeiPhl

2{).1 l : l5
{liii u"'"'u.,"

2 1 9  3 l

221 l t

.t2

:13

l l 3 . l 0 .7 l  221
25 .  2 .71  l l l t

13 .  L7 l  121 )
2-5. .1.7 |  221
70. 7."1| 2: l  I

l  l t .  . l . 7 l  l  r l
29 . I  l . ?  l  22e

l J .  2 . 7  |  2  r ' l

t ' t .  9.70 2: l l l

t .  t . ' 7 t  l , 1 l l

10 .  L?2  221
2l{.  ,1.72 2i1

239

l l 2

: t l 2-i.l

2.1:l

236

t() 2.10 g: a lcrr individurls exceeded 240 g, the
he lv ics t  bc ing  257 g .  B i rds  wc igh ing  lcss  than
190 g  wcrc  in rnra ture  or  'p robab lc '  i rnmaturc
b i rds .  Thc  h is togr rn r  (F ig .  l )  shorvs  thc  we igh ts
o i  thc  133 ind iv idua ls  g roupcd in  rangcs  o f  l0  g .
Thc  wc igh ts  rvc rc  taken e i ther  l t  thc  t in rc  o f
blnding or. in sorttc cascs t the l irst convcnicnt
rc t r i rpp ing ,  i f  no t  tukcn  prev ious ly .

A  la rgc  ind iv idua l  v r r i r t ion  w i ls  recordcd fo r
sonrc birds weithcd a nunrbcr ol t imcs. Thc
det i r i l s  l ( ) r  e igh t  o l  thcsc  rc  se t  ou t  in  Tab le  2 .
In two crses thc dilTerencc bctween thc l ightest
and thc  hc lv ies t  uc igh t  fo r  thc  ind iv idur l  ex -
cccdcd .lO g. irn incrcasc of over 20 per cent.

Fronr  an  cx ln r inu t ion  o f  Tab lc  2  i t  i s  c le l r
thilt this vilr iation is no( se sonal ltnd appcars
to  bc  due n) r in l !  to  thc  amount  o f  Iu rd  lnd
\ \ i r l c r  consun lcd  pr io r  to  wc igh ing .

l)iscussion

Juvcnile lnd irnnrrture Crcstcd Pigcons nlity
bc recogniscd by their dull colouration, p rti-
culurly thc ubsence or plucity of ir idescencc on
thc  $ ings .  nd  thc  p r lc  p ink  legs  an t l  I ce t .

It is significrnt that birds in thc l ight-weight
grou I  l l c \ .  th i r r  l9 ( l  p t .  r ' i thc r  in rn l l lu re  o r
'probable' immlturc birds. wcrc not usually rc-
trapped. As such they werc most l ikcly unat-
tachcd birds passing thror,rgh thc bunding station.
Neithcr were any ot thc l9 ncstl ings rctrupped.
This secms to support the conclusions of Nielsen
(  196-5  )  in  Oueens land tha t  gencru l l y  in tmr tu rc
Crcstcd Pigcons scxrn leitvc their nlt i l l  i lre.l.
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