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Fhe  lasiralian Bivd Bander
BANDING and RECOVERY REPORTS
Report on Bird-ringing for 1989, Roberl Spencer.
1971, Brivisdy RBirds, 6d: 137-186.
During  196Y. same 301460 birds  were handed.
compared  with 33917 for the previons vear. The

decrease iy attributed o a0 combinution ol failure of
“vast numbers of a0 few  common  summer visitors”
o appear in the spring and to o new price structure
for hands, Because hundling of recoveries i+ the maost
costiv operation at the bunding oftice, the price strue-
e for rings has been adjusted 1o ke into account
the probahility: of recoveries for cach band size. The

report considers criticism - of reporting single. specta-
cular  recoveries, und  gives  good  reasons for con-
tinwmge the pructice. Recoveries €at 12,5513 are the

lowest siee 19620 As usual the recovery list is highly
sefevtive, and contiins only 268 hirds of 96 species:
recoveries of other species are summarized. Recoveries
ol six species are mapped.

Long Point Bird Observatory: 1470 Annual Report,
1971, Long Point Bird Observatory. Ontario, Canada.
20 pp.

The ten vear report of  this  observatory  was re-
viewed in wst, Bird Bander 9169, and covered  acti-
vities to 1969, Duning 1970, 8184 birds of 148 species
were bunded. The distribution and mortality of  Red-
hewds  Ayrhive amrericana i~ considered in detail in u
paper by William Fox und  Chris Holdsworth,  Re-
coveries are mapped and hypothetical migration rowtes
are given for autemn (considerable datay and spring
tmeagre data) movements. The timing of the autumnal
migrition s estimated by considering the  progressive
recoveries (o the south-cast ax winter  approaches.
Bunding indicates a0 male female ratie of 3.1, bhot
recovery  data indicates similar ratles for adult males
and Females, The dilference in sex ratio may be due
ta some aspect of  hunting immature birds. Various
rescarch projects were undertaken: an attempt is being
nmude o compare the feeding habits and food of four
avian species: birds kilted at o lighthouse are used to
investigate weight loss and energy  utilization  during
migratory flight. Other  projects  incdude  studies  of
breeding Tree Swallows and Kingbirds, and of Sander-

lings. Another 1000 Monarch (- Wanderer of Aue-
talia)  buttertlies  were  tageed: movements  included
315 mikes in 11 davs and 370 miles in 15 duys.

Preliminary Report on Bird Banding in New Zealand
3641950 ¢ J. R. Robertson, 1972, Neotornis, 19:61-73.

The report provisionally  summarises  banding  acti-
vities for the seven vears to March (970 1a all
ARIARS birds of 174 species were banded an 30,129
birds were recovered al least once. Banding and re-
covery dati are given for “a selection of inferesting
recoveries™: these recoveries mostly  refer to seahirds,
end include various  srecies recovered  in Australia
Wandering and Blick-browed Albalross, Gianl Petrel,
Gannet. White-fronted Ternd. The recoveries  include

some interesting longesviny datu (e 15 vears for o

66O

Cuaspian Tern, 9 years for a House Sparrow ), and
include some notable movements for species which are
usially considered sedentary in Australiaz, (eg. 317 km
for a House Sparrow and 322 km Greenfinch}. Annual
reports of the New Zealund banding scheme  were
notable for the long and detailed recovery data re-
ported: it iy 1o be hoped that many of the recoveries
which have eventuated during the seven vears vovered
by this report will eventually be published.

ANALYTICAL STUDIES
Survival Rates of Barn Swallows at Glenbaven Farm.

Russel S, Davis, 1971 Infand Bird Banding News, 43
13-15.
Survival rates for Barn Swullows Hivunde rustica

were caleulated from retrap data from a five-vear stody
in Hlinois, U.S A Mean survival rale was caleulated
at 429 per cenl.

Harris® Sparrow Banding Project. W. (. Je Lone.

1971, dnland Bird Banding News, 43 16-1%.

An  analysis - of retrap  data of  Harris' Sparrow
Lonoteichia gierula in lowa, USA. zave u culeulated
mean  survival rate of 5449 per cenl. Yeuarly rates
viaricd between 45 and 66 per cenl.

TECHNIQUES

The Use of Mist Nets and Decovs in Heron and
Ihis  Banding Studies. Julizn 1. Dusi, Rosemary 1.
Dusi and Darrel L. Batemun, 1971, Intand Bird Bandine
News, 43:6-7,

Water birds are wsually  banded  os nestlings. as
lechnigues  available  rarely  allow  large numbers of
adults o be captured. The authors caught few Cattle
Fgrets Ardeala thiv and While 1bis Guara afba in mist
nets. but the use of three-dimensional decovs ¢illust-
rated)  effectively  Increaved  the  capture rate  near
culonies during the breeding scason.

Ageing Red-tailed Hawks by Tail Color in Wisconsin.
Frances Hamerstrom. 1971, fadund Bird Banding News,
43:9-11,

Red-tailed Hawks Buteo jwmnaicensiv can be aged
by a combination of tail colour and moull condition.
An ageing chart is appended,

MISCELLANEQUS

Red-winged Blackbirds Wintering in a Decoy Trap.
Harold E. Burtt and Muaurice 1. Glitz. 1971, Bird-
hetrieling, 42-287-289.

A larpge decoy trap has been operated at Columbus,
Ohio since 1963, The Red-winged Blackbird A peluins
phoenicens normally vacates the area in winter, but o
few individuals overwinter. In the winter of 1870-71.
w group of Red-wings overwintered in the decoy trap:
25 particular birds were captured a (ol of 744 times.

These  represent  hirds  which normally  would  have
migrated,

Roseate Tern Breeds During Its Second Year,
Grace Donaldson. 1971, Bird-handing, 42:300.

A Roseute Tern Srerng dowgallii banded as 2 nestling
in Massachusetts on 3 duly 69 was found on @ nest
with o one-day-okd chick 3 Aup. 71.



