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M .  D U R N O  M U R R A Y

Llst  su l ) ) r l rcr  b io logis ts  rv i th  orn i tho logica l  in tcrcsts  v is i ted cacl t
o l  thc Austru l ian Stat ions in  Antarct ica (Sce Fig.  I  ) .  Dr  K.  Kerry
v is i tcd Ma*son.  Dr  G.  W. Johnstone v is i ted l )av is  and I  v is i ted
(  lse) ' .  thc ncw stat ion which rcp laccd Wi lkes:  on our  retunt  t r ips
uc u l l  v is i tcd MacqLrar ic  Is land.  Some of  our  in tpress ions.  l ind ings
ant l  problenrs l rc  rcpor tcd in  the fo l lowing ar t ic les.

: \ f t c I  s l i l i ng  south  lo r  scvcr i l l  d i l ys  no t ing
thc grirduul clrangc o{ spccics from Whitc-ctpped
.\lbutrosscs to Black-browcd Albatrosses ancl
Whi tc -ch i r rncd  Pc t rc ls  to  Whi tc -hcadcd Pc t rc ls ,
thc i lrrivul itt thc pitck-icc prcscnts u suddcn
chan{c  and an  ubundancc  o f  l i fe .  

' thc  
L igh t -

r r r i rn t l cd  Soot \  A lb i r t ross .  S i l vc r -g rcy  Pet rc ls .  An-
l i r rc l i c  Pc l rc ls .  Capc Pc t rc ls ,  Sno$ Pc t rc ls ,  Mc-
('ornrick s Skuas. und llocks of Artic Tcrns l lving
lrround thc ship i lnd tl lc Aciclic ancl occasional
I-ntpcror Pcnguin on thc seir-icc clo mlkc it ir
c l i l l c rcn t  uor ld .  l t  i s  no t  surpr is ing  tha t  rnuch o f
t l rc  cur l i c l  h io log ic i r l  s tud ics  wcrc  conf incd  to
s t i r l s  and b i r ( l \  us  thc)  r rc  thc  n ros t  obv ious
in  h i r [ ) i t i r  l s .

,\1 \\ ' i lkc\ trro '\nrcrican biologists nritdc thc
cr r r l r  s tu r l i cs  on  the  Mc( 'o rnr ick 's  Skua (Ek lund
l96 l  )  l rnc l  on  thc  bchuv iour  o f  thc  Adc l ie  Pcn-
guirt ( Pe nncv l96il ) Mawson has ntanv olTshore
is l l rnc ls  bu t  thc i r  l v i fauna is  no t  rs  r i ch  as  tha t
o l  thc  Win t in r i l l  l s l rnds  around Cascy .  How-
c \c r  no t  loo  f  r  a$a)  a rc  thc  Entpcror  Pcngu in
co lon ics  o f  Aus tc r  und Trvkr r  dcscr ib :d  by  Budd
(  l9 ( r l  )  in  h is  una lvs is  o i  co lony  b io topes .  Dav is
in  thc  Vcs t fo lc l  H i l l s  i s  a  un iquc  arca  fu l l  o f
biolocical intcrcst. irnd hcre a stutiv of the Snorv
P. t rc l  \ \ l s  rnudc  by  Browrr  ( I966) .  Therc  i s  no
l )c r l r i lncn t lv  n r lnnc t i  s tu t ion  on  Hcard  Is land
r1 prcscnt but thc ciLrl] '  biologists hlvc givcn a

dctailcd dcscription of thc nrtural history of thc
b i rds  (Downes e t  r l  1959) .  On Macquur ic
lslantl Dr R. Carrick studied thc rrrcchanisnrs
which rcgulatc thc size of populations of Royal
Pcngu ins  and Wander ing  A lba t rosses  (Car r ick
and Ingham l9T0) ,  Gwynn (19-53)  thc  b io logy
of  pengu ins .  und Warham (1962.  1963 and
1967)  thc  b io logy  o f  thc  Rockhoppcr  Pcngu in
lnd  thc  G ian t  and wh i tc -hcaded Pc t rc ls .

Mrcquaric lslaltcl nray bc ruggcd lnd th,:
clir l i l tc wct, windv and miscrablc but onc l ' tas a
frecdo|n thrt is lacking in Antarctica whcrc lt
t imcs i l tr ip of only a nri lc nrly ncccssitatc thc
nrount ing  o f  a  fu l l  expcd i t ion  w i th  surv iv l l  gc : r r
for 12 days in casc the party should bc trappc(l
in it blizzard. Such rcll i t ics arc cilsi ly forgottcn
by sumnrcr visitors nssistccl by boats anrl hcli-
copters.

Onc Qf thc objccts ol nry visit was to scirrch
for i lnd rccapturc birds which had bccn banclcd
sevcral ycars prcviously. A bird is bandcrl to
idcntify it uniqucly for thc futurc, and a dclibcratc
cfforl has tQ bc nraclc to rccilpturc it to obtain
infornration. Evcn if the datu fronr such cn-
dcavours nray ppc r to bc nrelgre at thc tinrc.
thcy shoul(l sti l l  be rcported us othcrs nray tr:
stirnulated to grcatcr cfforts to contirnr thc
obscrv l t ions .  Whcrc  thc  count ry  i s  inhosp i tab lc .
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l l t r  1u :  r a l i uu  I J i r t l  l l L t t t r l c r

l r l l  r  i : i t s  : hoL r l r l  b -  r cp i r l l c c l  i l \  i 1  r r i l \  l ) , '  s c \ c l r l
1 t . 1 1 .  l r . 1 , r r .  . , r r , , t l r r r  r i . i t  r .  1 ' , , . . r | ' l c .  \ \ . . , ' l  t l l c
l l i r r l  I l undc r r '  \ s soc i i i l i on  o f  AL ts tn r l i u  u r c  i n
l h j  l i ) r t l l n i l t c  po r i l i o l l  o f  p ( ] s \ cs \ i l t g  i t  . l ou  t i l l
t h roL rg l t  * h i ch  \ \ c  n l l )  i n f onn  o thc rs  r l r p i d l v  o l '
s r r ch  f l n ( l i ng \ .

( ' onse r r  i l t i on

Ihe  l o r r t t t t l l r l i on  l r t ( l  i r np l cn t i n t l l t i on  o l  c t r n -
\ c r \  i l l i l ) n  r ' J l t \ r r r c r  r r  hc thc r  r i r l r i t ec l  bV  i r  l oc t r l
\ ' . j ( r r l . r l .  . r  - l : r 1 . .  . r  n . r l i \ r r \  , ' r  : r , , l t l \  , , l  r r ' t t r , , r r '
i r \  l i ) r  . \ n l i | l c t i c i l  c \ f n tu l l ] l \  r l : l t l n c l  I o r  t hc i r
\ t l c c f \ \  L l f ( r n  t r  r o t r r t r l  knou l c r l g - '  ( ) l  t hc  cco l ( ) ! : \
( ) l  t l r c  s l ) r r i , \  t o  bJ  p ro t cc l cd .  . \ l l  $ l ' o  c l a i n t  t o
l r l  eL rnc : t nc r i  r r  i t h  consc r r  a t i o l  o l  r r  i l c l l i l c  h i r r  c
l rD  ob l rg l r t r o  t t r  hc l l ] .  f ( ) r  l hc r c  i \  \ on ta  r r r ganc \
l r r r ( l  t ha  l r cc l r l t t r  ob \ c r \  l t t i on  t , l  t l t c  bch i r v i ou r
l t l c i  r l i s l : c r sa l  o f  i r l : l ] t i l i cL l  i n i l i r  i t l ua l s  i s  r r  t < r s1
\  i l ! t r i r b j c  c0 r r  t r i l ) u t i ( Jn .
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A r l l j  l i c  P c  n  g L r i I
I - ] r  pcr  ( ) r  I 'engurn
I t o c l  h o p p c r  P c n s u i n
l { ( J \ r l  P c n s u i n
W h i l r - ( h i n n e ( l  I ) r t r  c l
Si l \  c f 'gf .y  P! ' t r  c l
A n t i r f c l i c  P e l r c l
\ \  h i tc 'hc.r ( l rd l )crr  c l
Sno* Petfc l
S o r l h c r n  ( i i r l n l  I , c l r  c l
(  i r I c  I ' c l  r e l
W r n d c r i n J r  A l l ) r l r o s \
I j l r c k - b f o u c ( l  A l h r l r , ' \ \
'YVh i tc  u ipp!d A lb.r l r  o\ \
I  - i ! : h l  n L  n t r . ( I  S i i i ) l !

I l ! (  o r  n r r k  \  S k L , r l

I ' \ . ! t  ) \ r  t  l i !  l ( l i u r
1  t ) t t  | t ) t t t t r \  l t ' t \ t t  t  i
l . r r l \  r t . \  |  l t i  \ ' \ i t  t )  t .
I . l t t \  t ) t r \  |  h  l (  ' . ! r  1 i
I ' t1 \  t  l l u r i t  uqn i  r \  t iu l i \
I  r t ln tunrs  s luc iu l r i l< 's
I  l t ( lu \ \ t ) i .  d  lu t t l t t  t i t  d
I ' t tn t ln t tn r  l r . * tn i i
P t l t r l ron tu  n i r tu
\ Iu t  r t , t t t  1 t : . \  q i t ! t l t r t (  . \
I  t t t l t t t ) ] t  I  t  l ) .  \ t
l )  r  ) D t k ! r  ( t u l d n \

I ) i ) t t l  l tu  tD( l (  . th t  i \
I ) i i ru  Lu  t  t tu t t t
l ; l t t ) rh t  t t id  t \ t l t ) (h t  d td

. \ t r )  |d  tJd td t t t r t . . )
( - t r l t t t  a t  t r t  . sA tn t

r t t r t r  <  onu i tA i
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